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Political standoff

Holzman seeks
President's
initiative
for consensus

US Ambassador to Bangla-

desh John C Holzman has
sought the President's initiative
to bring about a consensus
among the government and the
opposition, reports UNB.

"Any initiative taken by the
President for bringing about a
consensus among the political
parties will help bring political
stability which is nece for
economic development of the
country,” sald Holzman when
he called on President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at Bangabha-
ban to express his concern at
the "confrontational politics”
between the Government and
the Opposition.

He, however, expressed his

See page 11 col B

— Inside Today -
Articl
From BMW to Mattoo Case
Gaping Holes in
the Justice
System
| Praful Bidwai writes

from New Delhi
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Sehri, Iftar timings

Ramadan | Dec | Sehri| Iftar
13 - 520
14- >13 | 521
5 513 | 521

2
23
24

Praver Timings

December 22
Azan | Jamaat |
Fajr 5-12 5-22
| Zohr 12-45 1-15
'Asr 3-42 4-00

_7-45

1 Tarabi 7-15
Source: Islamic Foundation
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'Mysterious' notes

to free 2 held

at Nagar Bhaban

Police threaten to withdraw
By Staff Correspondent

A police officer in charge of
checking vehicles at the Nagar
Bhaban gate yesterday threat-
ened to withdraw his force
when ‘mysterious notes and re-
quests started reaching him’ for
release of two persons he had
{dietainer;l for defying police or-

er.

According to police, two per-
sons - Dr Nasiruddin and con-
tractor Abul Hossain — refused
to be checked at the entrance of
the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) office and drove their
cars inside, defying orders. The
two persons went inside the of-
fice. Police later held their
drivers.

1 will withdraw my men if
they keep asking me to release
these people who defied our po-
lite requests and tried to show
their influence,” said Sub-In-
spector Ziaul Haque. )

Police have been deployed at
the Nagar Bhaban gate follow-
ing the Mayor's request for con-
taining terrorism at his office.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing there since December 12
when armed cadres of Chhatra

e factions fought gun bat-
tles over tender bids. The N
Bhaban wore a deserted look
yesterday as a result of the
clashes and presence of terror-
ists on Mnndg.ﬁ.

However, the armed cadres

were not seen at the Nagar Bha- -

ban yesterday. -

When contacted, Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif said he had no
knowledge about yesterday's
incident at the Nagar Bhaban
gate. He said his office will not
interfere in police action to nab
terrorists and has asked his se-
curity guards to find out the
persons who tried to get the two
drivers released.

But at about 3 pm, this corre-
spondent found that the con-
tractor’'s driver was freed but
the doctor's car and his driver
were held at the main entrance
of the DCC.

See page 11 col 8
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off almost peaceful

Shibir enforces
hartal in Ctg:
51 rounded up

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Dec 21: A
day-long hartal, enforced in
%reater Chittagong by Islami
hhatra Shibir to ﬂf’ passed
y. police

and witnesses said.
Shibir called the hartal
protesting killing of its two ac-
tivists at Chitlagong university

on Sunday.
CHITTAGONG, Dec 21: Is-

lamic Chhatra Shibir has with-
drawn tomorrow's hartal in
greater Chittagong following
police assurance of releasing
its activists, reports UNB.

Police arrested 51 Shibir ac-
tivists from different places of
the city for picketing during the
hartal.

It has given a call for an-
other dawn-to-dusk hartal in
greater Chittagong tomorrow
protesting arrest of its activists
during today's hartal and de-
manding their release.

Pickets damaged a large
number of rickshaws at differ-
ent places of the city, witnesses
said.

Pickets were seen at Alankar
crossing, Dewanhat crossing,
Chawk Bazar, Chandanpura,
Sirajuddallah road, Anderkilla
and Momin road.

See page 11 col 5
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These fishermen fix fishing net ri

yesterday.

ght on the middle of the Airport Road at Cox's Bazar taking advantage of the hartal

— Star photo by A K M Molsin
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women trafficked to India were bro
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ught back home yesterday.

......

Still in{.

trauma, they pose for photographers at a shelter of the Mahila Ainjibi Samity at Mirpur.
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Rescued ten

— Star photo

back from India

By Staff Correspondent |

Ten Bangladeshi girls traf-
ficked to India in the last four
to eight years were brought back
on Monday at the initiative of
Bangladesh Jatiya Mahila Ain-
jibi Samity.

Indian immigration author-
ities handed them over to the
Samity leaders at the Benapole
check post.

The girls are Tanjila, 14,
Nasima, 18, Aleya, 17, Rina, 18,
Swapna, 16, Laila, 18, Rashida,
16, Sohagi. 19, Bharati, 24 and
Lipika, 16. Some of them were
sold in India.

Salma Ali, Executive Direc-
tor of the Samity told The Daily
Star yesterday that it took eight
months to bring the girls back
because of bureaucratic tangles
involving the ministries of
home and foreign affairs and

home' of the Indian Juvenile
Board. To release the girls, the
Board demanded that their traf-
fickers be produced, which is
impossible, she added. This
created legal problems and de-
layed their release, she added.
Talking to this correspon-
dent. Nasima. one of the vic-
tims. said she was taken to In-
dia  through Kolaroa in
sSatkhira by an organised gang
of traffickers six years ago. She
demanded that EI)':E government
take measures to stop traffick-
ing of women and children.
Aleya, who hails from
Khulna, said she was taken to
Mumbai. She said she was de-
ceived by her 'lover’. A lot of
Bangladeshi girls are being
trafficked to India and they are
leading a inhuman life there,

other problems, she added.
After they were rescued, the Sawpna said she worked at a
girls were kept at the ‘shelter See page: 11 col 7 '
Rajdhani Unnayan
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Kartripakkha

Notice Inviting Tender
- For Commercial Plots

I Sealed tenders are hereby invited from intending
bonafide Bangladeshi nationals having reputation in
hotel business for leasing out two most suitable plots
measuring more or less 18.64 (eighteen point six
four) khata having road facilities on two sides by
Gulshan Avenue Road (Comprising Plot No-57, 57/A) I
in Guishan (South), Dhaka on 99 years lease basis
for constructing a hotel of international standard.
Interested bidders may collect tender schedule
from Sonali Bank/Agrani Bank, RAJUK Bhaban, |
Dhaka on payment of Taka 5,000/= (Taka five thou-
sand) only in cash (non-refundable) from 26-12-99 to
30-12-99 during office hours and will be received in
| the office of the Member (Finance)/(Planning)/ (Dev) |
Admn. & Land/(Estate), Commissioner, Dhaka
Division, Chief Engineer, RAJUK and Director
(Estate) RAJUK from intending persons upto 2-00
PM on 04/01/2000. Tenders will be opened at 2-30
PM on the same day in presence of the bidders, pre- ‘

The authority reserves the right to accept any ten-

der or to reject any or all tenders without assigning
any reason.
Chairman
! Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
GD-1222

RAJUK Bhaban, Dhaka '

Dhaka ;

brought |

Intrﬁ-gartz feud
BCL activist

shot dead
in Chittagong

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 21: ABCL
activist was shot dead as a se-
quel to intra-party conflict at
West Madanbari in Double
Mooring thana last night, po-
lice and witnesses said.

The victim, Alauddin Babar,
25, reportedly an activist of BCL
Azim group came under attack
by the activists of BCL Kader
group while he was tal-cinimeal
at a hotel at Plassey Market in
West Madarbari area at around
10 pm. |

The assailants numbering
about six opened fire on Alaud-

o din ~leaving-nim critically-in-—}
Jtireghn :

;uidi;din died on way to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital.

Reply to Speaker’s note drafted

BNP explains why it
won’t be JS-bound

By Nazmul Ashraf and Rezaul Karim

BNP has drafted a formal re-
sponse to the Speaker’s letter
explaining why party MPs
would not attend “millennium
session” of parliament starting
Jan. 1, 2000.

The draft, discussed and
"almost” finalised by senior
party leaders yesterday, says it
would be meaningless for the
MPs to join the session because
the party has lost confidence in

the government for the latter's

failure. to - hanour-
deals. ' |

It lists the areas in which the
treasury bench or the govern-
ment has ‘faultered’. The party

also expresses its continued
dissatistaction over the role of
Speaker and the way he has
conducted business in the
House.

The draft letter alleges the
government has continued to
use the state-run electronic
media to its advantage while
publicising the parliament pro-
ceedings.

It also complains about the
government failure to withdraw

' * against.
MPs, for which both sides had
signed an agreement.

Speaker Humayun Rasheed

See page 11 ool 7

Sharif accuses army of erasing

recordings from black box

KARACHI, Dec 21: Deposed
premier Nawaz Sharif accused
the military today of destroying
evidence in a case of treason
and suspected hijacking, which
the army has lodged against
him and six of his former col-
leagues, reports AP.

e anti-terrorist court ad-
journed the case until January
12 without lagi:j formal
charges against Sharif and six
others, including the younger
brother Shahbaz.

The army has alleged that
Sharif and his coaccused re-
fused to allow an aircraft re-
turning army chief Gen. Pervez
Musharraf to Pakistan to land
in southern Karachi on October
12 — the same day the military
threw out the elected govern-
mernt in a bloodless coup.

On Monday the prosecution
told the anti-terrorist court,

Blue, White share
posts in DUTA

election
By DU Correspondent

Rulin Awami League-
backed "
tion BNP-supported "White
Panel” shared the 15 posts in
the Dhaka University Teachers'
Association [(DUTA) election
yesterday.

The Blue Panel secured eight
posts including president and

joint secretary while White

Panel bagged seven including
general secretary, vice president
and treasurer.

Prof RIM Aminur Rashid of
Physics department from Blue
Panel was elected president de-
feating his White Panel con-
tender Prof SMA Fayez of Soil
Science department. Prof
Rashid who is also member of
the DU Syndicate got 500 votes

See page 11 col 6~ :
Sitakunda JCD

president

shot dead

CHITTAGONG, Dec 21: A
leader of the Jatiyatabadi

Chhatra Dal was shot dead at -

Sitakunda thana headquarters
tonight, reports UNB.

Police said Khairul Islam
Sabuj, president of Sitakunda
thana unit of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, was killed during
a gunfight between the activists
of JCP and BCL at around 11

pm.

Angryv supporters of BNP and
JCD put up barricades on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway in
protest against the , dis-
rupting traffic with the port
city.

which is to hear the case, that
there was no incrimina evi-
dence on any of the black boxes
aboard the aircraft and that the
recordi would not be used as
evidence in the case.

Sharif in an interview with

The Associated Press before g}?-
ing to court today accused the
army of erasing the recordings,
which he said would have
vindicated him.

"The military destroyed the

See page 11 col 3
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Zia murder

JS body asks govt
to submit report
on 4 army officers
involved

A parliamentary body yes-
terday examined pending peti-
tions and asked the government
to submit reports within 30
days on four army officers who
were involved in the killing of
President Ziaur Rahman in
1981, reports LINB.

The sub-committee of the
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Defence had ear-
lier given two months to the

government for submitting nec-
'FE:E% ry documentis an the trial
0

af
ashid, Col Delwar, Majl
Bazlul Hug and Maj Rezau
Karim.

Among them, Rashid and
Delwar were hanged after the
Chittagong revolt. Maj Bazlul
Hug and Maj Rezaul Karim were
sentenced to 10 years impris-
onment for their alleged in-
volvemnent in the killing of Zi-
aur Rahman at Chittagong by a
martial law court.

Noorjahan Delwar. wife of
Col Delwar Hossain, Anwara
Rashid, wife of Col Rashid, and
two other officers claimed that
their husbands and themselves
were innocent and sentenced
illegally by the martial law
court, and that they were not al-
lowed to defend themselves.

ue Panel” and j-
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