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HE recent summit of their

I leaders is portrayed by the
up;;(usilinn parties as a

landmark phenomenon in the
political history of the country.
It is, on the contrary, apparent
to any vivid observer of the
political scenario of the
country as a sequential natural
phenomenon. It happened in
the past, it is happening now
and will happen in the future.
However, in several respects,
the present one demands some
distinction as compared to

what happened in earlier
occasions, -
In the past, Awami League

chief, being the official leader
~of the opposition had a meeting
with the parliamentary leaders
of the other opPposition parties.
In the present case, however,
the official leader of the oppo-
sition had a summit with the
leaders, two of whom are not
members of the parliament and
one of them even does not have
any representation in the legis-
lature, _

In the past, AL's marriage
with the Jatiya Party and the
Jamaat-e-Islami was limited to
their similar views on a single
issue (caretaker government),
not on any thing beyond. The
present declaration of the oppo-
sition, however, touches on ev-
ery issue that matters to the
state and the people and out-
lines a subtle desire to form a
coalition government that will
“adhere to democracy and pa-
triotism™ and pledges “an unre-
served respect for the constitu-
tion”.

The declaration, especially
its commitments and conclu-
sions, constitute an attractive
election platform for the politi-
cal rookies, but does not bode
well for the parties that were in
the helm of the state for more
than two decades. The com-
mitment to free the electronic
media and to abolish the Spe-
cial Powers Act adversely di-
lutes the credibility of the other
commitments, which look so
attractive on paper. It also reaf-
firms how deeply these four
parties: are bonded by their
identical-ideological-political
conviction!

It is indeed a great triumph |

for the BNP to indoctrinate Er-
shad with ‘democracy’ and to
induce him to galvanise his re-
spect for the ‘constitution’ It is
equally a momentous accom-
plishment for the BNP to conse-
crate Golamn Azam in their ex-
clusive club of ‘patriots’ and to

- DNA Pro_filing Can Help Track down Criminals with

NA analysis is E_:‘rmring to
be one of the most
powerful detective tools

ever to have been invented.
Soon it may brush away even

fingerprinting,: the, queen of

forensic science since the turn,,

of the céntu?;; DNA evidence ,
has been used in, thousands of
cases. since # emerged in

Britain in 1986. Then, it

. showed that a rapist had not
committed the crime to which
he confessed and it eventually
uncovered the real culprit. Sub-
sequently it has been used to
acquit the innocent at all stages
of investigations, including af-

ter they have been convicted on

the basis of lesser evidence. It
has also proved useful in nail-
ing the ﬁuilty..nftﬂn in cases in
which there were no leads and
no clues other than a smidgen
of DNA.
. Take the case of Oklahoma

Junior High School teacher

Dennis Fritz. Fritz had never

thought that he would be con-

victed of raping and murdering
his neighbour, 21-year-old De-
bra Sue Carter. He had no crim-
inal records but the dubious
testimony of a jailhouse snitch
who claimed Fritz confessed
while awaiting trial landed him
in prison with life sentence.

That was all it took to send a

man away for life! “When the

. Jury came back with a guilty
verdict, 1 almost went into
shock”, said Fritz. His co-de-
fendant Ron Williamson was on
a death row but his conviction

was reversed on a technicality.

Before retrying him, prosecu-

tors decided to do DNA test of

semen and hair found at the
crimme scene and compare them
with Williamson's. Fritz's
lawyers asked them to test Fritz
too. The result was astounding,

The DNA excluded both men

and implicated someone else

who had never been charged
with the crime, Last April after

12 s behind bars, Fritz and

Wiliamson were freed.

Such stories have become
shockingly familiar : a con-
victed criminal languishing in
jail ‘with little hope of ever
gruving his innocence, is sent

ee when a DNA test reveals he
could not have committed the
crime. In another case it is
known that Vincent Jenkins
who had served 17 years in
prison for the rape of a woman
in N.Y., was released in early

September last after DNA evi-

dﬁn-:e ?hD‘Wﬂd that he was not

the culprit. ouragingly, he

became the E'Em inmagtf: 1;%};1&?:

a conviction overturned.

thanks to DNA evidence. in-

cluding eight released from
death row. These numbers are
testimony to the fallibility of
our criminal-justice system, as
well as to the determination of
the *Innocence Project”, an en-
terprising New York city law
clinic that has pioneered the
use of DNA to free the wron

convicted persons in all states

in the U.S.

The “Innocence Project” is
the brain child of New York
Lawyers Barry Scheck and Pe-
ter Neufeld. These two lawyers
in the early days of their career
were overworked and underpaid
legal AID lawyers in South
Bronx, NY. Like most lawyers
they believed the system made
mistakes. And earlier than
most, they realized that the hot
new technology of DNA testin
could revolutionize crimina
defence by providing scientific
proof that their clients were not

Euﬂly. Despite the fact that -

NA techno has made such

ordain him as one of the
valiant custodians of our ‘hard
earned independence’ which is
otherwise in jeopardy in the
custody of the ‘treacherous’
Awami League! It was fabulous
on the part of the BNP to con-
vert Ershad into a die-hard
critic of the Ganges Water Shar-
ing and CHT treaties, both of
which received his unreserved
congratulations when they were
first made public. By the same
token, Ershad must be equally
applauded for rediscovering his
democratic’ allies within the

arty that even did not allow

is own to hold a single public
meeting until it formed an al-
liance with the ALl

There is another notable dif-
ference between the past and the
present. When Sheikh Hasina
met with Nizami, there were
considerable criticisms from
the benefactors of the AL at all
levels and she had to be on the
defensive all the way. Ershad’s
support for the AL was not a
matter of pride for any AL sup-

rter either. On the contrary, |

ave not yet seen any piece of
writing from the BNP sympa-
thisers; especially the ones who
very often boast themselves as
free thinkers, criticising BNP’'s
politics of convenience,

The signed declaration of the
four leaders could be broadly
divided into two cate%nnes. One
that elaborates the failures of
the government in all areas of
the governance that one could
possibly think of; while the
other part outlines their collec-
tive commitments and agenda
for the future if they are elected

. 1o power.

Elaborating the failures of
the government, the declara-
tion concludes that the present

. administration is “illegal” and

as such no moral right to re-
main in power. The allegations,
which are brought against the
government, are very common
in nature and also, to a certain
extent, being done in the ma-
tured democracies around the
globe. However, the objective
evidences corroborate the accu-
sations in most cases in mel-
lowed democracies. Their cred-
ibility would be in jeopardy if

the objective - evidences run

counter to the contentions of
the opposition.

In the economic front, the
opposition declaration categor-
ically reiterates that the econ-
omy is in ruin, the banking sys-
tem is in shambles, agriculture
sector is in the face of complete

L

great strides, biological evi-
ence is Nardly taken at any
point. In rape cases, semen is
generaily recovered,' and in
murder cases there is often hair
or!!skifn evidence. But some

samples come from less obvious .

sources: in" thel World Trade
Centre bombing case; DNA was
recovered from saliva on the
back of a postage stamp. But get-
ting access to that evidence
might have been difficult. After
taking a case, the first hurdle
the Innocence Project faces is
about getting access to a biolog-
ical evidence. New York and
lllinois in the U.S. have laws
mandating post conviction
DNA testing. About 60 per cent
of the samples the Innocence
Project sends out for testing

. believed. However,

Opposition Summit: What does it Transpire?

by Dr Mozammel H Khan

It is absolutely unclear to any one with a minimum logical sense as to wh
losing battle when their staunchest supporters even fumble on the

government? Even the former first lady and a Jatiya Party

could not be sold to the idea.

to this no-winning game.

e S

y is the BNP playing this
question of resignation of the
MP expressed her indignation and
Several groups with vested interests are luring the BNP, in my view,

destruction, and the domestic
and foreign investment is
stalling.

Contrary to oppositions

. blanket observation, the eco-

nomic indices show a more
than 5 per cent GDP growth for
the last three successive fiscal
years, which, incidentally,
were the highest since the in-
ception of the country. The
agriculture sector contributed
the lion's share of the GDP
rowth and the total food pro-
uction curve is maintaining
an encouragingly positive
slope. The recent comments of
the DG of the FAO further illus-
trate the noteworthy success of
the agriculture sector. The
banking system, which was al-
legedly left in disarray with 300
billion taka of bad loans by the
previous administration, has
regained some of its discipline
with a considerable realisation
of the above amount as claimed
in the report of the Bangladesh
Bank., Bangladesh currency
also has maintained a fair de-
ee of stability in face of the
ebacles of its counterparts in
the region. In the foreign in-
vestment sector, government’s
policy of an attractive invest-
ment package initially created
a lot of interest among the over-
seas investors and has attracted
$9 billion worth of investment
in the last three years if the
statistics of the BOI and the dec-
laration of the PM have to be
in recent
months the interest of the over-
seas investors has been damp-
ened considerably due to the
political programmes of the op-
position parties.

The greatest challenge in the
three-and-a-half-year tenure of
the AL was to face the unprece-
dented natural calamity that
engulfed the nation in 1998.
With all its fairness, it could be
concluded that the gﬂw:mmcnt
machinery carried out the
daunting task with phenomenal
success. In the international
arena, with all its limitations,
the image of the country was
never better.

The accusation that

attacked. When his DNA was
entered in the state’s databank
— something Virginia law now
requires of all felons — it
matched a semen sample recov-
ered from Smith and entered in
the bank six years earlier, On
the basis of the DNA match,

Jimmerson was convicted of F

raping Smith and given two life
sentences plus 25 years.

DNA technique now enables
police in the U.S, to track down
and put away criminals who
might otherwise have gone free.
DNA is the biggest thing to hap-
pen in crime solving since fin-
gerprints — and it's likely to be
a lot more useful. Fingerprint
can be used only when a perpe-
trator happens to leave a clean
imprint. But DNA can be taken

e
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come back in their clients
favour. At that Euint many
prosecutors quickly concede
and free the inmate. Most re-
vealing, earlier this year the
Innocence Project produced
DNA showing that Calvin
Johnson Jr. in Georgia was in-
nocent of a rape he had been
convicted of in 1983. In June
this year, the same district at-
torney who originally sent
Johnson away persuaded a
judge to free him.

ut prosecutors, either in
our country or even in the U.S.
don’t always give up so easily.
The District Attorney's office in
N.Y. refused to release Vincent
Jenkins even after the DNA test
showed that semen recovered
from the victim came from two
men, neither of them Jenkins,
Prosecutors insisted that the
victim could have been raped by
several men, including Jenk-
ins, but that he did not ejacu-
late. The prosecutors later
abandoned that unlikely sce-
nario and did not oppose his
release.

Some more startling facts
about crime detection through
DNA technology have come to
public attention in recent
times. Reports have it that
Debbie Smith, a receptionist in
a hair salon in Williamsbury,
Virginia in the U.S had given up
hope that the police would ever
caich the man who took her
from her kitchen and raped her
in the woods outside her home
in 1989. She did not get a good
look at him during the assault
and the investigation did not
have any solid leads. For years
Smith lived in fear that the
rapist would return and attack
her and her daughters. But one
day her husband, a police offi-
cer came home with good news :
the state DNA lab had caught
her rapist, Norman Jimmer-
son, who was already in jail
convicted of kidnapping and
raping two other women around
the same time that Smith was

DNA Fingerprinting

di

from hair, sweat or saliva. The
key to harnessing the crime
busting power of DNA is build-
ing up database in all impor-
tant locations in the U.S. like
the one that found Smith's
ragist. Forty three states in the
U.d* l}lnw have such databadsles
and t are wing rapidly.
Virginl:?; Dﬂﬂmghag now
1,90,000 samples which have
roduced about 60 matches so
ar. ;
In the U.S, DNA technology
is getting a boost through state
encouragement. The FBI has
started prmriding states with
free CODIS (Combined DNA in-
dex system) software which
gitises and compares DNA
profiles. This has already pro-
duced some impressive results.
Reports circulated in U.S.-based
magazines indicate that after a
series of rapes in Sarasota,
Florida investigators entered
DNA from the crime scence into
the National system. The DNA
turned out to match that of
Mark Daigle who had served in
a Virginia jail for six years ear-
lier for burglary. Florida offi-
clals arrested Daigle and last
he was convicted of rape.

Three features make DNA
evidence compelling. First, it
can, in principle, distinguish
between all individuals except
identical twins (only identical
twins have identical DNA). Sec-
ond. it is derived from -tech-
nigues used routinely in molec-
ular and population genetics,
the science of which is already
well-researched,. And third, the
invention of the “polymerase
chain reaction” !Plé in the
1980s allows DNA analysis to
be performed on minute
amounts of tissue — making it
harder for a criminal to remove
all the evidence from the scene
of a crime.

PCR works by “amplifying”
minute amounts of DNA into
guantities that chemists can
work on. It does so by taking

_.advantage of one of DNA's pri-

‘Bangladesh has become a mar-
ket of Indian products’ is a very
commeon one and is being put
forward by all the opposition
parties against the successive
governments. However, if the
official statistics is to be be-
lieved, then the previous BNP
regime is to be burdened with
the worst record on the ratio of
the import from and the export
to India.

About the treatment of oppo-
sition MPs inside the parlia-
ment, it is a complex and multi-
faceted issue to adjudicate
which party did better while it
was on the right side of the
aisle. The past alliances also
brought the same complaints
against the BNP while they were
voicing their alibi to 1[u:‘:-ftif:,r en
masse resignation from the

arliament. However, Sheikh

asina maintains a better
record, both as the PM and the
leader of the opposition, in
terms of attending the parlia-
ment sessions. The people, of
course, had a better expectation
of tolerance and fairplay out of
the AL, simply because it was
born as an oppeosition political
party with its glorious attach-
ment to the emancipation of the
people. It would be probably fair
to conclude that the AL has
done poorly on that expectation
of the people in terms of creat-
ing an atmosphere of tolerance
inside the parliament.

Almost all other allegations
contained in the summit decla-
ration can neither be verified
nor nullified in certain terms
and they are very much tradi-
tional in nature such as the
politicisation of the state-con-
trolled media. As opposed to
their adversary, the BNP is
blessed with a very independent
and to a certain extent sympa-
thetic judiciary, which through
its discretionary power helped
many of their leaders remain
out of ?risnn even in some ap-
parently genuine instances.
However, the ultimate adjudica-
tors of all the allegations ol ir-
regularities brought against the
administration are the people

who are empowered to give the
eventual verdict in the general
election.

The opposition parties have
no legal or moral authority to
act as both plaintiff and adjudi-
cator by calling for the resigna-
tion of the government. This is
more so for the fact that the
constitutional provision eof
caretaker administration au-
tomatically binds them to re-
sign at the expiry of their man-
date. This is a milestone in the
democratic development of
Bangladesh and should act as a
deterrent against the opposi-
tions' frustration. The idea was
first mooted by the AL and has
been ironically proven. once
again, through its own acts in
the infamous Tangail by-elec-
tion that no election under a

artisan administration would

e lair notwithstanding the
presence ol a strong CEC at the
helm of the Election Commis-
sion. This provision of the con-
stitution should preclude any
one to parallel the activities of
the present opposition parties
vis-a-vis their predecessors.

BNP leaders have also ludi-
crously presented their case to
some westlern diplomats in pri-
vate meetings. These envoys are
seasoned diplomats and were
born and brought up’in a demo-
cratlic environment and are not
at all strangers in the economic
and political arena of the coun-
try. They are not, however, used
to the opposition demand in
their own countries for a demo-
cratically elected government
to resign before the expiry of
their mandate. In their usual
articulate siyle. they have po-
litely advised the BNP leaders
to return to the parliament, Re-
cent reports also indicate that
many of the diplomats and the

development partners have . g

been irked by the indiscrimi-
nate use of the useless tool of
hartal.

Opposition leaders, as their
predecessors did, have also put
torward the [rivolous argument
of using their share of votes to
justily the people's support in
favour ol the resignation of the

government. People voted for
them either to form the gov-
ernment or to join the opposi-
tion for the whole tenure of five
years. Within their jurisdiction
in the parliament, they are
legally allowed to bring no-
confidence motion against the
government and if they can
master majnrit{: support, the
government falls within the
provision of the constitution.
Oppositions’ share of the votes
does not dictate the agenda of
the government.

The four-party alliance has
around 130 seats in the parlia-
ment. This is the only number
that counts in the ultimate de-
cision of forming the policies
and the laws of the land.
Should the oppositions’ share
of votes bear any significance,
the BNP government should
have resigned the day following
the declaration of the three-
party alliance in 1994.

Our political system is not
equipped with any objective
mechanism to gauge the popu-
larity or the depth of isolation
of the political parties from the
people. However, AL's organi-
sational strength at grassroots
level seems not to be as strong
as it used to be when they as-
sumed power. The party is
plagued with internal feuds at
all levels. In fact, the internal
strife is so intense that they
could not even elect a consensus
general secretary. Their work-
ers, in general, are in great frus-
trations due to the lack of av-
enues of communications with
their leaders in power and as
such are unable to address the
needs and concerns of the peo-
ple who they have so tena-
ciously convinced to vote for
the party. The absence of a
young. energetic and effective
eneral secretary has greatly
intensified the problem.

The AL leadership has also
taken their workers and sup-

- porters for granted which only

signals ‘a prelude to disaster,
They have, in their usual self-
ish and egoistic attitudes did
not attempt to polarise the pro-
liberation political forces and

by Md Asadullah Khan

mary properties — the ease with
which its molecules can be
replicated. At high tempera-
‘ures, the two strands of the fa-

mous double helix that consti-
tutes a DNA molecule come

apart. Normally, when the
strands are cooled again, the
helix reforms. But by adding an
enzyme called polymerase to
the mixture (along with a lib-
eral supply of the chemical
“bases” that are the components
of DNA), a new strand can be
produced alongside each ex-
isting one. Heating and coolin

thus doubles the amount o

' DNA in the mixture — a process
that can be repeated until there
is enough for analysis.

HOW THE TESTING IS DONE

Deoxyribonucleic
cules that contain a
human'’s

blueprint. They are found in
every cell. A sample of blood,

. saliva or semen is frozen at

-70°C in an enzyme solution
that chops DNA strands into
thousands of shorter bits.

The pNA fragments .

are placed in a gel

and subjected to

bursts of heat. This
ruptures cells, separating DNa
bits according to their sizes and
electrical behaviour.

L4\t ‘i Theresultisapattern
W of stripes, like a bar
14 & code, on a bromide.
AR The bar codes are
matched: A son's DNA pattern
will exhibit patterns similar to
hisfather's.

Genetic “profiling” based on
DNA analysis became routine
since April, 1995 in Britain, de-
spite an outcry from civil liter-
tarians, when a new law took
effect as part of a crackdown on
crime. ile collection of DNA
evidence was once restricted to
the most serious cases, police in
Britain can now perforrn DNA
profiling on any suspect
charged with or even cautiored
for an imprisonable offer ce.
Encouragingly for U.K., as the
experts assert that by using its
new rs, by the end of the
century they will compile the
iargest national library of DNA
profiles in the world, with five

.-ml![u?!] entries. .
" In

Britain, police must still
€t consent to draw blood, but
ey can take saliva or pluck

hair out by the roots — where
the most useful DNA is. — b
force. DNA analysis can matc
body fluids found at crime
scenes against those of suspects
with more than 99 per cent ac-
curacy, and can thus provide
crucial evidence, especially in
cases involving sex offences,
assault and murder. In the cases
reported, though these involun-
tary donors were mostly sus-
pected burglars, authorities say
want the accused's DNA on
file in case they graduated to
more serious crimes.
“After fingerprints, this
DNA profiling is probably the
most significant step forward

acid (DNA) are mole-

genetic

ever in forensic science”, says
Detective Chiefl Superintendent
Graham Hill of the West Sussex
police force in Southern Eng-
‘land. Graham adds, "we will

undoubtedly arrest people for’

Very serious crimes sole
-result of the DNA data base. Po-
licemen are enthusiastic about
it”.

But civil-liberties groups in
Britain are not. “We have con-
cerns about how the data is
kept”. says Atiya Lockwood,
spokesman for the civil rights
group liberty. “and about
records being removed when
people-are acquitted”, as is re-
quired by the law. Testing of ge-
netic blueprints sometimes
proves to be a mixed blessing in
solving disputes over paternity.
For a child born in a wedlock,
especially in situations when
either the husband or wife is
staying apart, seeds of doubt
might sprout about the identity
of the offspring.

It so happened in a certain
state in India in 1996. Ramesh
Mehta was away on a job in the
Gulf when his wife gave birth to
a boy. Back home, Mehta suffer-
ing from the trauma of parental
prool, journeyed to Hyderabad,
where scientists matched mi-
croscopic strands of deoxyri-
bonucleic acid (DNA) floating
around in his cells with his
child’s DNA. The match was
perfect. In India, especially in
the state of Kerala, this sort of
paternity or maternity tests
these days are coming in larger
numbers. Experts there are in-
trigued at Kerala's proclivity for
DNA testing. Of course there are
no clear explanations for the
trend but the reason is plausi-
ble. Literacy, and husbands
leaving home for jobs seem to
be the factors responsible.

y.as a:

Sometimes they (husbands)’

spend a month in India and go
back to work. So says Gita Sen,
a women's rights activist,
“there is a lot more suspicion
when they return and hear that

a baby is born™.

Thomas and Nancy's case in
Kerala is quite interesting.
Thomas and Nancy wanted to
‘baptise their eight year old son

in July 1996 when their priest —
for reasons unknown — wanted
proof that the child was theirs.

"Get his DNA tested in Hyder-
abad” [the Institute founded in
Hyderabad in 1989 at the Centre

for Cellular and Molecular Bi-

ology (CCMB]}], the priest in-
sisted. So they did. The boy's
DNA matched theirs and the
baptism was done. Encourag-
ingly. the first time a court ac-
cepled a DNA fingerprint report
as evidence was in Kerala in
1989 when a woman success-
fully proved that her employer
had fathered her son.

Naina Sahni's murder case
in Delhi in 1995 created a lot of
puzzling problems for the ad-
ministration. Sahni was mur-
dered and her body was bumnt in
the tandoor (clay oven) in a ho-
tel in a bid to wipe out all evi-
dences of murder. Her parents
initially refused to accept that
the charred human remains
were their daughter's; they fi-
nally did so after a DNA test
proved it was Naina's body,

Nature's photocopying ma-
chine — DNA — kept its secrets
well for centuries. Scientists

are now hf:l%'nning to crack its

blueprint. The scientist watches
as two sets of what looks like a
colourful bar code roll onto a
computer screen. These genetic
“bar codes”, the end result of
DNA fingerprinting, are as
unique as a thumb print. Some
civil liberty groups are some-
limes unnecessarily worried
about the potential for DNA
Eruﬁling. One such incident
appened in Cardiff, Wales. Po-
lice there in a bid to investigate
the rape and murder of a 15 year
old girl, Claire Hood, in the
woods near the housing projects
where she lived made a list of
some 2000 men among 11,000
residents and asked them to
ive blood samples voluntarily.
ne of the few pieces of evidence
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failed to bring them into confi-
dence. Rearming herself with
the lessons from their earlier
failed rule, the prime minister
should have been surrounded by
a team of seasoned advisors,
not sycophants, who would in-
form her of the hard-facts, not
necessarily what she always
loves to hear. Awami League is,
indeed, the nnlf political party
who enjoys the luxury of having
many such prudent personali-
ties in their patrons’ list. How-
ever, the Awami League leader-
ship has, once again, failed to
cash on that advantage.

The organisational weak-
ness and the internal feuds of
the AL across the country (more
so abroad) should not be un-
known to the BNP leadership.
To win over such an adversary
in a general election under a
caretaker administration
should not be a difficult task for
a organised and well-financed
BNP. Instead of facing the AL
with constructive politics, their
destructive politics such as in-
discriminate use of hartal is
only helﬁinﬁ the AL and is in-
ducing the disgruntied common
masses to grow apathy instead
of a natural sympathy for the
BNP. Their successive ‘tougher
actions’ are Eﬁninﬂg_l to bleed the
economy badly; the lion's share
of the blames of that bleeding
will eventually transmit on the
shoulder of the BNP, not on the
AL, as some BNP policy plan-
ners might have pﬂstuia{cé’.

Once again, if the AL wins
the next general election, that
would be due to the imprudent
strategy of the BNP's policy
makers. The course of redun-
dant confrontation is not going
to help BNP to achieve its end.
The determined moral strength
of the silent majority who are
in favour of democratic stabil-
ity far outweigh the immoral
conviction of the BNP support-
ers in the streets. One does not
have to be a Harold Laski to
predict the fate of their one
point movement; what is
needed only is to recollect a few

ages from the recent political
istory.

It is absolutely unclear to
any one with a minimum logi-
cal sense as to why is the BNP
playing this losing battle when
their staunchest supporters
even fumble on the question of
resignation of the government?
Even the former first lady and a
Jatiya Party MP expressed her
indignation and could not be
sold to the idea. Several groups

that remained there was the
semen of the murderer. “Those
who refuse”, said Stewart Lewis,
a chief inspector involved in
the case, "will find themselves

under, interrogation by, the po- . ,.
lice”. While this may Sound like

coercion, advocates of DNA
testing argue that the:
can also serve to prevent ha-
rassment and false arrest. True,
in the sexual abuse case of the
six year old girl Tania in the
CMI&‘S court premises in
Dhaka, about three years ago,
suspicion still lurks in public
mind if the alleged abuser
rounded up is the real one.

Suspicion about harassment
of the innocent has been dis-
pelled by Sussex Detective Chief
Graham' Hill. "If you are inno-
cent”, says Hill, *You'll quickly
be eliminated” as a suspect — a
new rendering of the long
standing law enforcement ar-
gument that the innocent has
nothing to fear.

Dr. David Werret, research
director of the Forensic Science
Service in U.K, the agency that
is charged with cnmpilh{ﬁ the
DNA data bank, sympathises
with those who argue that the
facility is the ultimate privacy
invader. “I think people have a
right to raise these issues”, Wer-
ret says. At the same time, Wer-
ret points out, a series of safe-
guards are built into the new
system. Besides mandating a
purge of DNA data for all who
are acquitted or whose charges
are dropped, the law gives any
citizen the right to know
whether his DNA profile is in
the data bank. If DNA analysis
scores a hit linking an individ-
ual with a crime, police must

ather a second sample from
the suspect and have it tested at
a different lab. |

In the face of rising tide of
violent crimes like rape. mur-
der, extortion and burglary in
the country where police action
has proved to be frustratin
disappointing. people want the
law enforcement agency to
nmake good use of this emerging
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with vested interests are luring
the BNP, in my view, to this no-
winning game. Two hypotheses
could be put forward in favour
of these observations,

Firstly, Ershad and Begum
Zia draw supports from the
same constituents. However,
there could be no two captains
for the same 'nationalist’ and
‘pro-Islamic’ ship. With thriv-
ing leadership of Begum Zia,
Ershad has to take the back
seat. That is not a very palat-
able distinction for the longest
serving chiel executive of the

country. Sgcrf:t act with Ja-
maat fn 1991 election might

have worked very well for both;
but to what extent their well
publicised link with this de-
spised political entity, espe-
cially with its disdained leader
Golam Azam, would win or lose
voters’ support for the BNP is
yet to be seen. If BNP loses the
next general election, Begum
Zia’s leadership is most likely
to end in disgrace. And guess,
who will be poised to fill-up the
void? Ershad’s recent speech to
a group of his BNP admirers
that " his party shares the same
ideology with that of the BNP
and the Jatiya Party is a na-
tionalist and pro-Islamic polit-
ical party like the BNP™ will
only help the transition so
smooth. He will be no stranger
to many of the present-day
close confidants of the BNP
leadership anyway.

Secondly, there are politi-
cians closed to Begum Zia
whose pens and panegyrics
blossom in presence of democ-
racy while their careers flour-
ish in its absence.. They ‘feel
proud to sweep the street” at the
command of the autocrat and
are exalted to ‘feel themselves
honoured’ to be a minister or an
ambassador at the dictation of
the usurper of the state power.
"To them, no action of the oppo-
sition is ‘tough enough'. They
are bent on creating political
anarchy to make ground for
their self-enhancement, not by
any means for the pursuit of a
democratically elected former .
Prime Minister. Are they too
difficult hypotheses for the BNP
policy makers to comprehend?
Is there any one of sense in the
BNP camp to rescue it from the
eventual quagmire?

The writér is a Professor at
School of Engineering and
" Manager,
Sheridan Quality Institute,
Oakuville, Ontario, Canada.

Stunning Accuracy

branch of science. Police in U.K.
are now hopeful that the new
data bank will help clear some
ntherwise unsolvable crimes
and pcrhaps help put the brakes
on_ Brijtain's rising serious
crime rate, ' 07
In fact, DNA analysis is still
a -specialised .and expensive
" procedure — it costs S 65 just to
collect and store each sample in
the UU.S. and U.K. and in Indian
currency Rs 2500, only avail-
able in Hyderabad in India. But
DNA technique is stunningly
accurate, however, on average
only one in 30 million people
will yield the same DNA profile.
Given the economic situation in
the country, in practice it can be
used to investigate only a lim-
ited number of dgases. But the
advent of this technology has
triggered an alarm bell for the
real offenders. The housebreak-
ers, the rapists, the murderers
will at least know that their
saliva, sweat, semen or blood
left on the victim's body or
clothes or in the crimme scene
would help identify them and
the chances of %ﬂtting off scot
free is almost nil.

DNA is also confirming a
point legal scholars have long
made: eyewitnesses are often
wrong, More so in our country,
‘in the context of present alarm-
ing crime situation and desper-
ate attitude of the criminals to
eliminate the eyewitnesses or
even the victims, few would
come forward to name an at-
tacker or a rapist or an extor-
tionist. Moreover, 1Q rating of
the eyewitnesses and the verac-
ity of their claim is often sus-
pect as much as shoddy ]rmlin:t:
investigations because of un-
holy alliance of the law en-
forcers with the criminals. Re-
ports have it that two men sen-
tenced to death in the Chicago
murder and then freed by DNA
evidence in 1996 were convicted
largely on the testimony of a
woman with a sub-75 1Q. who
later said prosecutors promised
to release her from jail if she
testified. ~
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