DHAKA MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1999

Visiting United Nations Children's Fund Executive Director Carol Bellamy called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office yesterday.

— AFP photo

Hill students
protest killing
of Mongshe

By DU Correspondent

Greater Chittagong Hill
Tracts Hill Students' Council
yesterday brought out a proces-
sion on the Dhaka University
campus protesting the killing of
Mongshe Marma.

Two student leaders, Mong-
she Marma and Atushe Marma,
were kidnapped from
Manikchhari on December 3.
Later, the body of Mongshe was
recovered, but the fate of Atushe
could not be known as yet.

The student organisation
also held a rally in front of the
DUCSU building at Noon. Ad-
dressing the rally, the leaders
said the JSS is responsible for
the incident as they are har-
bouring the terrorists.

They also demanded imme-
diate arrest and exemplary pun-
ishment of those involved in
the incident.

~ JS petition
committee
meet held

The petition committee of

sad held a meet-
ing at the Sangsad Bhavan yes-
terday with its president
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury in the chair, re-
ports BSS.

the Jati

The committee heard and
discussed about petitions for
entering Service for the gov-
ernment officers and employees
to 35 and raising the retirin
age to 60, a press release said.
Besides, discussions also took

lace on attaching clause 110
FKA} with-clause 110 of the Rules
of Procedures. Members of the
committee Colonel (retd)
Shawkat Ali, advocate Rahmat
Ali, Shahjahan Miah, Advocate
S M Akram and Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar attended the
meeting.

PM hands over
family savings
certificate to
arson victims

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday handed over a
family savings certificate
worth Tk 100,000 to Uttam Ku-
mar Das and Shankar Kumar
Das — two brothers who are the
victims of an arson, reports
UNB.

Kiron Rani Das, their
mother, along with her grand-
son. burnt to death as pickets
sel lire to a bus near Tikatuli
overbridge in the city on a night
hefore hartal last April.

"The hartal supporters
doused the bus with petrol and
set fire to it," says a news re-
lease from the Prime Minister's
office.

Five other passengers also
died in the arson. it said.
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JCD strike: Classes
not held at BUET

By DU Correspondent

Classes and academic activ-
ities of Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology
(BU could not be held yester-
day due to a strike sponsored b
the Jatiyatabadi Clp‘l?tatra Daf
(JCD).

The BUET unit of the organi-
sation called the strike to
protest Friday's police "action"

on the JCD activists. It also de- |

manded immediate release of
all activists including the JCD
president and general secretary.

Sources, however, said the
administrative activities of the
university were normal despite
the strike. _

More than 80 JCD activists
including its president Habib-
un-Nabi Sohel and general sec-
retary Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu
were arrested in the city on Fri-
day as police cracked down on
the opposition-backed student
organisations. Over 20 activists
were also injured. ]

Police resorted to crackdown
as the student bodies were
demonstrating against the de-
cision of Dhaka University au-
thorities to confer honorary de-

ree on Prime Minister Sheikh
asina.

During the strike, leaders
and activists of JCD brought out
a procession and held a rally on

JS body on land

reviews draft law

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee meeting on the
Ministry of Land Affairs yes-
terday considered the draft law
of reinstatement of original
ownership to the vested prop-
erty in favour of the govern-
ment by Enemy Properties Act,
reports BSS,

The meeting, held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban with
the committee Chairman Md
Mojibor Rahman in the chair,
also requested the land min-
istry to take adequate steps in
placing the draft as bill in the

parliament.

The meeting also discussed
and placed recommendations
alter reviewing a sub-commit-
tee report on selling of DC office
land and construction of a
mosque al Sylhet that was pub-
lished in a newspaper.

CPB programmes

for new year
By Staff Correspondent

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) will bring out

.a procession with red colour

flags in hands and parade
through the streets on January
1, 2000 to welcome the new
millennium, says a . press. re-

b |-lease. . |
y'%On the occasion, all mem-

bers will meet at Muktangan at
11 in the morning., They will

hoist the 'Multi Flag' and chant

slogans in support of socialism,
This will be followed by the.
procession.

All parties, organisations
and individuals are welcome to
join in, the press release added.

To plan further on the pro-
gramme, a,meeting has been or-
ganised at 5:30 on December 26
at the party central office.

Interested parties, organisa-
tions and individuals are wel-
come to altend the meeting. the
release said.

the BUET campus.

BUET central students'
union, EUCSU, in a statement
yesierday congratulated the
students for making the strike a
SUCCESS.

Signed by EUCZU vice-pres-
ident Hasib Sayed Ahmed
Chowdhury, the statement
called upon all students to be
united and stand against the
government's repressive mea-
sures.

The JCD unit at Dhaka Uni-
versity also brought out a pro-
cession on the campus and held
a rally in front of DUCSU build-
ing to protest the police action.

At the rally, the JCD leaders
condemned the "cowardly” at-
tack on the JCD activists and
warned of a dire consequence if
such repression is not stopped
immediately,

They also condemned the
government for resorting to re-
greasive measures and urged the

rime Minister to refrain from
such activities for the sake of
demucra%'.

The JCD leaders demanded
immediate release of all the
JCD activists.

The rally was addressed by
acting general secretary of JCD
Bazlul Basit Anjum, A B M
Mosharraf Hossain, Sultan
Salauddin Tuku, Asaduzzaman
Asad, Nurul Islam Nayan and
Haider Ali Lenin,

The JCD will bring out a pro-
cession in the city and hold a
rally at Muktangan at 3 pm to-
day to protest the police action.
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Attack on journalists at Laldighi Maidan

BFUJ warns of tougher stand

CHITTAGONG, Dec 19: Lead-
ers ol Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists (BFUJ) to-
day gave a 72-hour ultimatum
to the government for arrest of
the miscreants who assaulted
working journalists at Laldighi
Maidan here on December 12,
reports BSS.

The leaders said that other-
wise the journalists community
would be compelled to launch a
gter movement throughout

e country.

They said anti-democratic
and communal forces have
thrown a challenge by assault-
ing Juumalisls and that they
would again raise their heads at
a convenient time if they weré
not resisted unitedly in time.

The BFUJ leaders were ad-
dressing a rally of profession-
als. jointly organised by Chit-
tagong U’ryﬂun of Journalists
(CUJ) and Chittagong Press
Club in protest against the
heinous attack on journalists
when they were covering a pub-
lic meeting of the four-party al-
liance at Laldighi Maidan on
December 12 last. At least fif-
teen journalists were injured in
the attack.

Presided over by the presi-
dent of CUJ Ataul Hakim. the
rally held at the local press club
was addressed by the Editor of
the Daily Bangladesh Observer
and former President of BFUJ
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
President and Secretary Gen-
eral of BFUJ Abul Kalam Azad
and Aktar Ahmed Khan respec-
tively. former President of
BFUJ Habibur Rahman Milon.
DUJ President Altaf Mahmud. .

Chitl.a%mg Press Club Presi-
dent Abu Sufian, BFUJ and CUJ
leaders Zakariya Kazal, M
Nasirul Hoq, Nurul Amin and
General Secretary of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) Chittagong chapter
AQM Sirajul Islam also at-
tended the meeting.

Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury
said that the criminals who had
assaulted the journalists had
been identified and cases had
been lodged against them but
that they had not been arrested
as yet. even after the order by
the home minister.

He said ﬁ;coplc of different
professions had waged a move-
ment against the autocratic
regime in 1990 to establish
their rights so that they can
discharge their responsibilities

in a free and peaceful atmo-
sphere. '

BFUJ president Abul Kalam
Azad said people of the country
cannol accept the attack on
journalists by communal and
anti-liberation forces. Such at-
tack was also made on journal-
ists at the National Press Club
in Dhaka during the BNP

regime but journalists had not
get any justice even then. he

He urged the journalists to
remain alert against those who
are out to destroy democracy.

"There can be no compro-
mise with communal forces
who are still speaking against
the spirit of our Liberation
War." he said. '

Grand confce

of 'Sanatan
Dharma' Dec 25

Dr Mahanamabrata Foun-
dation and Mission will cele-
brate the 96th birthday of
Baishnabacharya Dr Ma-
hanamabrata Brahmachari on
December 25, BSS.

On the occasion, a grand
conference of "Sanatan
Dharma” will be held at

"Prabhu Jagatbandhu Ma-
haprakash Math" at Hatkhola
Road in Tikatuli of the city,
said a press release of the Mis-
sion.

Other uirngranuneu include
‘Bigraha abhishel’, Eraycra de-
votional songs. lighting can-
dles. and assembly of the Late
Brahmachari's devotees.

Priyabrata Brahmachari,
Principal of Prabhu Jagat-
bandhu Mahaprakash Math
and convenor of Bangladesh
Sant Mahamandal, at a press
conference on Saturday de-
scribed the conference as
a milestone of unity for all.

“We want to spread the ideals
and philosophy of Dr Manam-
abrata among all to sink mere
differences by upholding the
real identity of mankind in the

t conflict-ridden world,"
told the newsmen.

Dr Mahanambrata Brah-
machari, who died on October
18 last, was the second to
Swami Vivekananda to attend a
conference on World Fellowship
on Faith held in Chicago in the
United States in 1933.
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