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Speaker will
_ send letter to
Khaleda today

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury decided to write a
letter to Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Khaleda Zia
requesting her to join the com-
ing parliament session.

Talking to UNB, he said he
did not contact any BNP leaders
over phone yesterday as he de-
cided to write to the BNP chief
changing his earlier plans.

"l am writln%{ a letter and
would sent it to Khaleda tomor-
row requesting her to join the
coming parliament session," he
said.

Earlier on Saturday. the
Speaker said that he would ring
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Prof A Q M_  Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Chief Whip Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain, Saifur
Rahman or other leaders re-
questing them to join the par-
liament session.

Khaleda's Saudi
visit cancelled

Leader ol the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia has
cancelled her planned visit to
Saudi Arabia in the last week of
this month due to political rea-
sOns.

“Certainly, 1 will go to Saudi
Arabia bul not this time.”

See Page 12 Col 4
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COLOMBO, Dee 19: Sri
Lanka’'s government began in-
vestigation today into the secu-
rity lapses that enabled a sui-
cide bomber to blow himself up
at President Chandrika Ku-
maratunﬁa's rally. leaving her
wounded in the face, report
agencies.

The government announced
that the bomb blast, believed to
have been carried out by Black
Tigers — the suicide unit of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam. would not affect the sched-
ule of the Dec 21 presidential
polls in which Kumaratunga is
seeking reelection.

Editorial on page 4

Police: took 15 suspects into
custody. Two: investigation

committees were formed to

robe the twin blasts which
illed 33 people and injured at
least 180, Media Minister Man-

gala Samaraweera told re-
porters.
The second blast took place

at the wally of the main opposi-
tion party at Jaela, 15 kilome-
tres north of Colombo,; and also
was set off by a suicide bomber,
police said. The president's

main rival, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe. was not present at
that rally.

Mrs Kumaratunga was
treated for shrapnel injuries in

See page 11 col 7

A carbon copy

COLOMBO, Dec 19: The as-
sassination attempt on Sri
Lanka's President yesterday
was a chilling replay of the at-
tack that killed India's former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi
eight years ago, reports AP,

‘It was a carbon copy. The
only difference was that in this
case il was a man dressed as a
woman.," a police officer said.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga was wounded in the
blast last night as she wrapped
up an election rally in down-
town Colombo, ahead of next
week's presidential election.

The attack was similar to
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T'wo killed at CU|
in BCL-Shibir

gunfight

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 19: Two
students were killed and eleven
others injured today in a gun-
fight belween activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS) at Chittagong Uni-
Versity.

The dead were identified as
Abdur Rahim, a third year hon-
ours student of Bengali and
Mahmudul Hasan;, a fourth year
honours student of Finance,
Both of them were reported to be
leaders of Islami Chhatra

Shibir.
Of the injured, Abdus
Shukur. Rustum Mian and

Forkan Ali were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.

The clash erupted at around
L1'am when Forkan, a BCL ac-

tivist. was beaten up at the
Suhrawardy Hall reportedly by
Shibir activists. Police later ar-
rested three Shibir leaders —
Didarul Alam. Zahed Hossain
and S M Liwakat — from the
hall.

Following the incident,
Chhatra League leaders and ac-
tivists of Shah Amanat and
Shahjalal halls went to the
Suhrawardy Hall and clashed
with the Shibir activists.

Abdur Rahim was killed on
the spot during the gun battle
while Mahmudul Hasan. who
sustained bullet wounds. died
on way to the hospital,

The university opens on
January 15 after the vacation of
Ramadan and holy Eid-ul-Fitr.

Meanwhile. the authorities

See page 11 col 7

Trade unions in EPZs

Americans won’t come: Holzman

Investors will leave: Tofail

A breach of trust: Investors
By Staff Correspondent

US Ambassador John Holz-
man__has warned that
Bangladesh will only be block-
ing American investment if it
fails to ‘protect workers’ voices’
in privileged industrial parks.

In response, Commerce Min-
ister Tolail Ahmed has cau-
tioned thal presence of trade
unions (TUs) in these otherwise
peaceful indusirial zones will
scare present and future in-
vestors away. And the minister
has made it clear that
Bangladesh will just succumb to

ture will be dim because of ab-
sence of workers’' rights in the
Export Processing Zones
(EPZs).

The US investment in the
EPZs is negligible. But, accord-
ing to the ambassador, it buys
46 per cent ol their EPZ output.
The government says EPZs em-
ploy some 90.000.,

“As consumers, we expect
that goods sold to the United
States will be produced by
workers whose voices are pro-
tected. not suppressed.” Holz-

DCC fears clash

Gangsters still
move around
Nagar Bhaban

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) officials fear more fight
between two feuding factions of
Chhatra League may break out
any time over awarding of work
involving about Tk one crore in
the zone-5 of DCC that covers
the Dhaka University area.

At least 11 people were in-
jured when armed activists of
the factions had a shootout
with police on the Nagar Bha-
ban premises on Decem 12.

eavily armed members of
both the groups— known as
‘Rogkata’ Shamim group and
Five Star’ group— were seen
Kcsterday at the Nagar Bhaban.
o uniformed policemen were
seen during their presence at
the entrance of the DCC office
building. Sources concerned
said that the gangs were enjoy-
ing “immunity from the law”
due to strong connections with
the high-ups.

“We had been hostage to a

single group for the last three

See page 11 col 2

Govt to keep Spc
free quota for

garments export
to US, Canada

By Staff Correspondent

The government has chan:
ed its decision on [ree quota
or garments export to US and
Canada, a BGMEA press release
said yesterday.

According to the release, the
government agrecd to keep five
Eﬁr cent quota as free for distri-

tion among the new garments
entrepreneurs at the request of
the BGMEA. The government
had earlier decided to cancel the
fee quota system due to abuse of
garment quota.

The five per cent free quota
would again be distributed from
2000, the press release said.

The government also agreed
lo provide flood and cyclone
coverage to the garment sector
lor the greater interest of the

CHITTAGONG, Dec 19: Al-

From Our Correspondent
probe into the alleged irregu-
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into 13 groups of different cate-
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See page 11 col 7

Police question

detained students.
By Staff Correspondent

Police ygstercday continued
questioning 42 of 44 student
leaders and activists taken on
remand on Saturday, according
to police sources.

Of the 42, 14 are from the
BNP's student wing JCD. while
the rest are from Jatiya Party-
backed Jatiya Chhatra Samaj
and Jamaat-e-Islami's front Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir. police

said 1 production and construction sites, the Eight (8) passenger helicopter
Habibun Nabi Sohel and PRIORITY is the most important aspect in our agenda. Highly is unique to carry site crew, urgent material equipments to and from
Nasiruddin Pintu, president sophisticated and latest generation Japanese BK-117 Helicopter the work site.

and secretary of the JCD. were
also on a two-day remand. but
the court sent them to jail on
grounds of their illness.

Party workers, lawyers, and
MPs were seen yesterday visit-
ing the Motijheel Police sta-
tion, which remained out of
bound for all including lawyers
of the detained from Friday
night till yesterday morning.

MPs Amanullah Aman and
Nazimuddin Alam, among
those at the thana, told The
Daily Star last night that Sohel
and Pintu were tortured by po-

See page 11 col 6

CWHEC
rejoinder

China National Water Re-
sources & Hydropower Engi-
neering Co. (C ), the land-
site developer of the 450 MW
Meghnaghat Power Plant has
issued a rejoinder against The
Daily Star report, " at
Plant: Handing over [Egject
ﬂe delayed again.” on em-

14.

The CWHEC clarified its po-
sition regarding delays in im-

See page 11 col 8

meteorologist in the United
Arab Emirales.
David Naughton said the

slower than normal. It is really

mines the start and end of Ra-
madan, during which Muslims
abstain from food, drink,
smoking and sex from sunrise
to sunset.

BNP set live pre-conditions
yesterday the Prime Minister
must fullil before it considers

The pre-conditions are : (1)

session ol the Jativa Sangsad.

(2) The Prime Minister must
apologise unconditionally to
the nation for the indecent re-
marks.

(3) The remarks must be ex-
punged from the parliamentary
records. .

: any invitation to attend the (4) The Prime Minsler must
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sure the nation that her mem-

rof. Chowdhury said the
opposition was announcing the
pre-conditions so the Speaker

could address the issues before
See Page 12 Col 5
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Reach anywhere in Bangladesh

i feovv minmnutes_ .

BEST AVIATION LIMITED is

arrangement can fit in Eight
luxurious ambience.
We offer the following services ;

other estabiishments. You may

____your native house in Bangaldesh. It takes a few minutes to reach one
Oyubegl .. @

proud to announce the first private
HELICOPTER SERVICE anywhere in Bangladesh. TOP SAFETY

oacked up by Thal engineers and pilots will reach you anywhere in
Bangladesh within a few minutes. The interior airconditioned seating

(8) passengers comfortably in a

L

VIP Passenger Service : Utilize your valuable time in most effective
way Dy reaching anywhere within the country, be it your factory or

also like to have a brief sojourn in

Tad

Crew Change/Equipment Carrying : For the Oil and Gas Drilling,

Tourism Development : Tourists who would like to see the
interesting and historical tourism spots can charter our helicopter and
can enjoy the natural beauty of Bangladesh.

: The BK-117 is well known for its
manoeuvering, which can be utilized for aerial and filming purpose.

Aerial survey and Filming

‘M: Telephone : 9880642, 9881290, 8811271, 8813242, 0884311, 9884322, Fax : 8828398, 9882404

E-mail : bestavia@bangla.net, Address : House # 5. Road # 11, Block # G, Banani, Dhaka-1213.




