DHAKA SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1999

e —s | 1t N AtiON 2]
Russia ignores Western truce

Lanka's election
campaign enters
final day

COLOMBO, Dec
Lanka's much heated presiden-

tial election campaign entered
the final day today with the two
main contestants holding their
the capital

last rallies in
Colombo, reports Xinhua.
President Chandrika Ku-

maratunga, who was seekin%

reelection, will hold her fina

rally at the Colombo Town Hall

grounds tonight. officials said.

Her main rival Ranil Wick-
remesinghe of the main opposi-
tion United National Party
(UNP) will also wind up his
campaign with a raldv in
Colombo Central at Maradana.

The election, to be held 11

months earlier than previously

scheduled November next year,
is being contested by a record 13
contenders including four inde-
pendent candidates.

However. it is believed that
the main battle will be fought

between Kumaratunga and

Wickremesinghe. Both have ex-
pressed confidence of winning
the election.

About 11,779 million people
are eligible to vote next Tuesday
in the island country's fourth
presidential election,

18: Sri

demands, attacks rebel bases

MOSCOW, Dec 18 : Russia
today ignored renewed US and
EU calls for a ceasefire in
Chechnya, intensifying attacks
against rebels in the southern
mountains and tightening its
noose on the capital Grozny, re-
ports AFP.

Over the latest 24-span,
federal warships screamed over
the southern mountains where
most rebels are now based in
attacks waves every
minutes, Interfax cited Chechen
commander Mumadi Saidayev
as saying.

Russians were also pound-
ing settlements nestled at the
foot the mountains with Grad
and Uragan artillery rockets,
Saidayev said.

He reported heavy casual-
ties in the region, adding that
the wounded could not of-
fered assistance because the
region lacked hospitals and
clinics while air bombardment
had destroyed many of the
roads leading to the northern
and central planes.

Russia's assault also con-

milita
day, AFP says from Tehran.

province.

Twelve Pakistani fishermen
their boat capsized in
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A@han l{i]lell ill Pa.l{iStan:An Afghan

national was Kkilled and three others were injured when a
grenade exploded here overnight, police and residents said Sat-
urday. AFP reports from Karachi.

Police identified the deceased as 60-year-old Haji Azam and
suspected the attack in Shireen Jinnah Colony, near the city's
seaside, was linked to tribal rivalry.

L] L -
6 killed in Iranian bakery blast: s
people were killed and 14 injured Friday in an explosion in a
bakery in southwest Iran. state television reported Fri-

12 Pak fishermen

The television, the only media so far to have given the infor-
malion, said the blast was accidental and due to defective
equipment in the bakery at the Omidieh base in Khuzestan

killed in sea:

hunting for sharks drowned when
the Arabian sea. some 320 km west of
here, their society said Saturday, AFP reports from Karachi.
13 fishermen sank a week ago off
the Gulf state of Muscat, the Pakistan fishermen society said.
The wreckage and the bodies have not been found so far.

HEBRON, West Bank. Dec
18 : Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak will meet to-
morrow in the Palestinian West
Bank town of Jericho, a Pales-
tinian official told AFP today.

Tayeb Abdelrahim, head of
Arafat's office, gave no time for
the meeting, which he said
wossdel be behind closed doors.

Earlier Israeli state radio,
which gave the location of the
meeting as the Erez crossing
point between Israel and the
Palestinian-administered Gaza
Strip, said Barak and Arafat
Wwould try to settle outstanding
problems in their peace negoti-
ations. :

They would focus on the Is-
raeli withdrawal from parts of
the occupied West Bank which
should have taken place on
November 15, the radio said.

It added that Barak would
also seek to reassure Arafat,
who has expressed concern that
the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process would take second place
to the relaunched talks between
Israel and Syria.

No immedijate confirmation
of the r-.:;ﬁort was available [rom
[sraeli oflicials.

Palestinian regional cooper-
ation minister Nabil Shaath told
AFP earlier that the two leaders
would meet "soon”, without giv-
ing a date.

_ 'l think Mr Barak will con-
firm that he will continue to
work on the Palestinian track,

Arafat-Barak meet today

and it will not be affected by the
talks with Syria." Shaath said.

‘As for Mr Arafat, he will
raise in particular the continu-
alion of an Israeli withdrawal
from the West Bank and the
question of settlements.”

Under September's Sharm
el-Sheikh agreement, Israel
should ha ﬁanded over more
West Bank Tand to full or par-
tial Palestinian control. But the
Palestinians rejected the areas
lo be evacuated.

Israel should also have re-
leased a number of Palestinian
Fﬁsnners to mark the Muslim
asting month of Ramadan
which began 10 days ago.

Arafat to visit
Jordan for talks

Meanwhile, Palestine leader
Yasser Arafat holds talks next
week with Jordan's King Abdul-
lah 1l on the resumption of
Syrian-Israeli peace negotiations
and future coordination with
Damascus, a Palestinian official
told AFP today.

"There are mang issues of
common concern 1o Palestinian.
Syrians and Lebanese alike,
such as water and refugees,.
and we will need to coordinate
on those issues,” Attallah
Khairi, a counsellor at the
Palestinian embassy, said.

Arafat has expressed the
fear that the relaunch of Israel-
Syria talks could cause a freeze
in the Palestinian track of the
peace process.

15-20

centrated on the southeastern
villaf: of Vedeno, birthplace of
fiel commander Shamil
Basayev whom Moscow holds
responsible for organising in-
cursions into neighbouring
Dagestan and a wave of deadly
bomb attacks on Russian
apartment blocks.

Earlier, Moscow had
claimed a turning point in the
Chechen war when its para-
troopers seized control of the
Chechen-Georgia border, a key
supply route to the rebels.

Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin said the operation could
prove decisive in Moscow's
three-month crackdown in the
breakaway republic as the
army switched its focus to the
rebel-held mountainous south.

Most Chechen fighters have
retreated south into the moun-
tain region that proved inhos-
pitable to Russian forces duri
the 1994-96 war that saw
Moscow sue for peace after
rebels organised deadly stealth
counter-attacks.

Clashes also raged on the

edges of Grozuy as Moscow
stepped up its offensive on the
besieged city, with a top general

saying that Russia aimed to
seize Grozn h}i[]the New Year.
Asked whether attempts

would be made to "liberate" the
city by the end of the Decem-
ber, General Vladimir
Shamanov, commander of the
western front in Chechnya, told
the private NTV television sta-
tion late Friday: "We will try."

Meanwhile in Washington, a
brief summit between the
United States and the European
Union ended with renewed calls
for a political dialogue to resolve
the Chechen conflict.

"We call for an immedi:te
and lasting ceasefire throughout
Chechnya and a political dia-
logue that can lead to a durable
solution to the crisis.,” the two
said in a joint statement issued
at the White House.

"The indiscriminate use of
force against civilians is unac-
ceptable."

However the joint message's
tone was more measured than
similar Western pronounce-

ments this month, calls which
Russia has bitterly brushed
aside as meddling in its internal
affairs.

"We should give some bene-
fit of the doubt to the Russian
overnment,”" said Finnish
me Minister Paavo Lipponen,
adding that "the military opera-
tion should be over very soon
land) at the end, a political so-
lution is needed.” s
Putin earlier revealed that
Russia had held secret talks
with advisors to Chechen Presi-
dent Aslan Maskhadov, but the
twn sides had so far failed to
bridge any differences.

Maskhadov this week said
he was prepared to offer Russia
some concessions, but stressed

that Chechnya's right to
sovereignty was not up for ne-
gotiation.

Putin meanwhile said that

no concrete peace talks were

ossible until Maskhadov

anded over to Russian forces

Basayev and other rebel leaders

whom Moscow regards as "ter-
rorists.”

Portuguese President Jorge Sampaio (C) stands under
umbrellas sheltering him from the rain as

Macau

Governor Vasco Rocha Viera (R) stands by during a time-
capsule ceremony in Macau yesterday. Macau will revert
today after four centuries of

to Chinese rule at midnight

Portuiguese administration.

—AFP photo
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Parents lock up
daughter for
I8 months

NEW DELHI, Dec 18 : In-
dian police have arrested a
couple in New Delhi for impris-
oning their 33-year-old daughter
for more than 18 months, news
reports said today. reports AFP.

The Times of India newspa-
per said police raided the two-
room house of the couple on
Friday and found the woman. a
divorcee who allegedly had men-
tal problems. locked up in a
solitary room in "extremely in-
human conditions.”

“The woman. it seems, was
being forced to use the room as
a toilet as well. Its condition was
pitiable and (the victim) too was
virtually reduced to a skeleton "
police official Uday Sahay told
the newspaper.

Sahay said the woman's
parents claimed that they had
to keep her imprisoned because
she had consisently refused
psychiatric treatment and
sometimes became violent,

He said the father claimed
that the woman had “"some-
limes left the house without
clothes which was a major em-
barrassment for them." addin
that the raid was conducted af-

ter a tip-off from neighbours.

Protest in Baghdad against

BAGHDAD, Dec 18 : Some
10.000 Iragis poured on to the
sireets of Baghdad today to
I:\rntest against a new UN reso-
ution branded as "treacherous"
and a US-British "failure” by
the capital's newspapers, re-
ports AFP.

The demonstrators bran-
dished banners bearing slogans
against the return of arms in-
spectors to lrag after an ab-
sence of one year and calling for
an end to the sanctions in force
since 1990.

"No to the British-US-Zionist

resolution”, “No to unfair Reso-
lutions”, "No to the Security
Council and the Special Com-

mission” (the former UN arms

body) and "Yes to a lifting of the

sanctions” were some of the slo-

gans.

The Security Council on Fri-
day adopted resolution 1284 by
11 votes to nil with four absten-
lions, including three perma-
nent council members. Britain
proposed the resolution, backed
by the United States.

It aims at getting a new
United Nations arms inspection
body. UNMOVIC, into Iraq after
more than a year without in-
spections. following the retreat
of the former body, UNSCOM.

In return it offers Baghdad
renewable four-month-long sus-
pensions of the nine-year-old
sanctions if it cooperates with
UNMOVIC.

But Iraq's newspapers on
Saturday slammed the resolu-
tion as a "failure” for the United
States and Britain because it
did not win unanimous backi ng.

‘treacherous’ UN resolution

"The United States and
Britain failed to get this treach-
erous text on Iraq adopted
unanimously,” salﬂ the Al-
Qadissiya newspaper, published
by the information ministry.

"Despite months of under-
hand efforts to force the Secu-
rity Council members to adopt
this text. Russia,. France, China
and Malaysia abstained from
the vote.” the daily said.

"These abstentions are con-

sidered by political analysts at

the United Nations as an impor-
tant setback for US and British
policies which are aimed at im-
posing hegemony on the Security
Council,” Al-Qadissiya said.

The new resolution aims to
speed u%the flow of humanitar-
ian aid by lifting the ceiling on
oil exports, :

Tight security as protesters plan
to disrupt Macau handover

MACAU, Dec 18 : Satura-
tion security was thrown across
Macau on [i{lﬁ‘ eve of its historic
handover from Portugal to
China today as authorifies re-
mained adamant dissident
protests would not disrupt the
transfer of Europe's last colo-
nial outpost in Asia reports
AFP.

As more checkpoints were
set up around the handover
venue, with 4,000 policemen
patrolling the streets and key
sites such as the port and air-
port. 10,000 Chinese security
officers were deployed on the
other side of the border.

Part of China's grand
scheme of reunification of the
‘motherland”, involving Hong
Kong and eventually Taiwan,
the tiny casino and sex trade

~overhau

haven of Macau is being inte-
grate.d into China at midnight

unday under the same “one
country, two systems” agree-
ment which operates in Hong
Kong.

Like its Pearl River Delta
neighbour, which was handed
over by Britain two and a half
years ago, governmental znd
Judicial autonomy has been
guaranteed for 50 years.

But unlike Hong Kong.
Macau -- which has a 98 per-
cent ethnic Chinese population
-- has approached the transfer
with little apprehension despite
harsh criticism of the outgoing
administration for failing to im-
prove the enclave’s legal system,
amend its economic addiction to
gamb!inF and prostitution or

the Portuguese-based

education system.

A crowd of around 20 000
was expected the greet the Chi-
nese People's Liberation Army
when it marches over the bor-
der on Monday.

But foreign pro-democracy
dissidents and protestors from
China's outla Falungong sect
have vowed to use the occasion
of President Jiang Zemin's visit
to stage a protest before the
world's preéss. Around 2,500
dignitaries, including Portuguese
President Jorge Sampaio and
former Hong Kong governor
Chris Patten, are also attend-
ing.

Under local law, only resi-
dents can stage protests in the
territory. All Chinese passport
holders have also been banned
from Macau for a week.
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Warns some nuclear puwer
plants are "not yet Y2k
compliant”. These include:

©14 in Ukraine, including Chernobyl

©0ne in Armenia

© The Ignalina plant in L'rthuania

The Y2K bug worldwide: are we ready?

® Critical national defense systems
© Nuclear weapons: no risk of accidental

© Customs and immigration

source: international Y2K Cooperation Center (IY2KCC),
a United Nation organization representing 170 countries

Macau, a history strewn
with pirates and gold

MACAU, Dec 18 : From pi-
rates and gold smuggling, to
safe haven and political refuge,
the tiny territory of Macau
perched on the southern tip of

~Chinahas had a rich and exotic

history, closely interwoven with
the development of Asia, reports
AFP,

Archaeologists believe it was
first settled by the Chinese
around 1,000 years ago, but it
was the arrival of the Por-
tuguese seafarers launched on
their global explorations in the
16th century by Henry the
Navigator and Vasco de Gama
that was to seal Macau's des-
tiny for the next four centuries.

Some say the first Por-
tuguese visitors were little more
than pirates plundering other
vessels plying the notoriously
dangerous South China Seas.
But in time they came to settle
in Macau where in 1557 they
established the first European
outpost in Asia,

Over the years Macau be-
came an important gateway for
trade between Europe, China
and the Far East.

And with the traders came
the Catholic Church and the
Jesuits who spread the message
of Christianity into the far flung
corners of Asia,

For the next few decades.

the Portuguese remained the
only European presence in the
region, building up highly prof-
itable trading links.

But from the 17th century,

the Dulch began ta gonquer. the-)

seas drawn to the rich, remote
lands of the Far East awash in
gold, precious stones, beautiful
silks. exotic spices and foods.

From 1603 Macau came
under repeated attack from the
Dutch. Each was fended off in-
cluding the final and most bru-
tal attack in June 1622, still
marked here as a public holi-
day. :
For the next two centuries,
the Portuguese traded quietly
[rom Macau, paying an annual
land rent of 500 taels of silver
to the Chinese and fighting off
attacks on their galleons from
rapacious, ruthless pirates,
many who set up hideouts in
uninhabited islands in the Pearl
River delta.

Opium was also-an impor-
tant trade for Macau from the
18th century up until the mid-
dle of this century,

But a new danger to the
Portuguese domination was ar-
riving from the West -- the
British had developed steam-
powered ships, revolutionising
shipping, and began (o muscle
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Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer (R&H)

Road Division, Barguna.

Tenders under sealed cover are invited through

1. Tender Notice No
MName of work

k3

Bangla

BRD 17 /1999-2000.

desh Form No. 2911

Construction of different sizes RCC conceated culvert at

different kms of Barguna-Betagi-Bakerganj road under Barguna

rRoad Division during 1999-2000.

¥ Head of expenditure 266 Development.

4. Estimated cost As per group list.

5. Amount of earnest money -do-

6. Prescribed time limit for work 45 (forty-five) days.

7. Eligibility of contractor ‘A" to D’ special.

8. Offices where tender to be had From the office of the Executive Engineer (R&H), Barisal/Bhola/
at Pirojpur /Thalakathi/Patuakhali/office of the undersigned and

office of the Sub-Divisional Engineer under Barguna Road
Division during office hours up to 22-12-99.

9. Othces where tender will be 1) Supenntending Engineer (R&H), Road Circle, Barisal.

received in sealed condition 2) Executive Engineer (R&H), Road Division, Barisal /Patuakhali
and office of the undersigned.

10.  Last date & time of receiving 23-12-99/9-9-06 BS up to 12:30 PM.
tender in sealed condition

11..  Date & time of listing tenders 23-12-99/9-9-06BS at 12:45 PM.
in sealed condition

12.. Date & time of opening tender 26-12-99/12-9-06BS at 12:30 PM.

13.  Date & aume of lottery . 5-1-2000/22-9-06 BS at 11:00 AM.

Gr i Name of work | Estimated cost | Earnest Eligibility of | Time limit Head of

No. | money | contractor | forwork | expendi

] 36'x5'-0"x5'-0" wide RCC  395308/63 8000/ "A'to'D' 45 days 266
concealed culvert at the 9th km. special Development
of Barguna-Betagi-Bakerganj road
under Barguna Road Division
during 1999-2000

2 36 -0"x5-0"x5-0" -do- -do- at 395308 /63 8000/ - -do- ~do- -do-
the 6th km.
-do- -do-

3: 36'x5-0'x540" -do -do- at the 5th 395308/63 8000 /- -do- -do- -do-
km -do- -do-.

4 36x5-0"x5-0" -do- -do-at the  395308/63 8000 /- -do- -do- -do-
10th km. -do- -do-

5 10.98m.x1.52m.x 1.52m. RCC -do- 369177/20 7500/ - -do- -do- -do-
-do- at the 3rd km_ -do- -do-

DFP-27668-9/12 Executive Engineer (R&H)

G-2118

Road Division, Barg

COLOMBO, Dec 18 : Sri
Lanka's military today denied
losing a key army base in the
north of the country and said
they managed to kill over 110
Tamil Tiger rebels in a major
counter ollensive, reports AFP.

A defence ministry
spokesman said government
soldiers were still holding the
Paranthan army camp which
had come under attack from
the separatist Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) on
Thursday.

"Paranthan has not fallen
and we have killed at least 110
terrorists in the counter at-
tack,” the spokesman here
said. '

His remarks came a day
after the LTTE claimed they

Troois kill 1
 deny fall of key town

10 Tigers,

had captured Paranthan.

The LTTE said in a state-
ment issued by their office in
London that government forces
had withdrawn in disarra
from the town of Paranthan af-
ter being under heavy attack
since Thursday.

“Unable to withstand the
fury of the Tigers' massive on-
slaught the Sri Lankan troops
withdrew from the town in total
disarray,” the LTTE said.

The Paranthan base is lo-
cated south of the strategic mili-
tary base of Elephant Pass
which in turn is the gateway to
the northern peninsula of
Jaffna. The Tigers say they are
trying to retake Jaffna which
was lost to the army four years

ago.

beath toll exceeds 200
in Venezuela floods

CARACAS, Dec 18 : The
death toll from torrential rains
in Venezuela rose to more than
200, and rescuers said Friday
it could mount further to catas-
trophic proportions as some
2,000 people were feared
missing, reports AFP.

Caracas and the two states
that surround it were the worst
hit, as mudslides and floods de-
stroyed slums along the
Caribbean coast. :

Governor of the state of Mi
randa, Enrique Mendoza said
he watched from a helicopter on
Thursday as a dam burst its
banks and floodwaters de-
stroyed homes 335 far las 10 km
away, killing 1 ple.

FMendI::gza tnlﬁluhmdsinn
television hundreds of ple
made it to safety as the heli-
copter he was riding raced the
floodwaters so he could warn

Vargas.

residents of the impending dis-
aster.

Caracas Mayor Antonio
Ledezma said at least 80 people
died in the capital, where 2,000
homes were des .

. In the hills that surround
the city., emergency teams
searched throu tonnes of
mud and rocks that engulfed
entire slums. Rescuers told ra-
dio and television stations that
about 2,000 people were miss-
ing and may be trapped under
the mudslides

Hundreds of injured people
were taken to hospitals in
Caracas after work crews
cleared and repadired roads
from the neighboring state of

Firefighters using
steady themselves
strong current carri

ropes to
ainst the
dozens of

people, including several babies.

—

in on China's foreign trade,
Britain's victory against
China in the 1842 Opium War
secured them a new prize --
" neighbouring Hong Kong and its
valuahje deep.water harbour.
The days for Macau and its
shallow waters seemed num-
bered, and the enclave entered
a period of decline which lasted
for around a century.

But China's humiliation by
Britain paved the way in 1887

* for the signing of a treaty be-

tween the Qing government in
Beijing and Portugal allowing the
Portuguese to permanently stay
and administer Macau,

The treaty was only over-
turned a century later, when in
1987 the two governments
signed a Sino-Portuguese Joint
Declaration recognising Macau
asdpart of Chinese territory,
under Portuguese administra-
tion and set the date for its re-
turn to the mainland as De-
cember 20, 1999,

World War Il brought new
challenges to Macau. A neutral
haven, surrounded by Japanese
occupied areas, it attracted a
flood of refugees. By 1943 more
than 500,000 people had
crammed into Macau, com-

ared to around 150.000 be-
ore the war,
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Sealed tenders in Dhaka WASA Form No. 1 are invited from Dhaka WASA enlisted 1st/
2nd /3rd /all class mechanical/electrical contractors for the undermentioned work.

the tenderers or their
Tender schedule wi

|| Address:

Hatkhola Road, Dhaka
WASA-PI-430 /99
DFP-27584-9/12

G-2119

Repairing various capacity tur
N'Bﬂﬂwm

Tenders will be opened on the same day of receiving tenders at 2:00 PM in presence (if any) of |

ffice of the Chief Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA.,
MOLDS Zone offices of Dhaka
gried. .

resentatives.

be available at the o :
WASA Bhaban, 98, Kazi-Nazrul Islam Avenue, DRaka & all’
WASA. Other details will be available at the office of the undersi

Sl. | Name of work Group | Estimated Date & time of
No. cost receiving tender
1 Repairing and motor re-winding of different type  'A’ 99.600/=  27/12/99 up to
; 2551:5 I.S%usec sub-pumps. 8 P o 12:00 Noon.
2) Repairing of 4 different brands 2.0 cusec sub- B 2.38,096/= -do-
3) Eepairing of 65 (sixty-five) 7" dia column pipes 'C'  1,27,433/= -do-
and manufacturing of essential materials for use
in 1.5q. turbine pump. s
4)  Repairing of 5 (five) 50/60 H:P: Induc; Motors ‘D 1,79.479 /= A&
including manufacturing and supplying of
required materials. -
5) Repairing of 5 (five) 75 H:P:/55 K:W: Induc: E 2,24 516/= -do-
Motors including manufacturing of required spare
arts.
6) Eepairing of 5 (five) 75 H:P:/55 K:W: Induc: F 2,24 516/ = -do-
Motors including manufacturing of required spare
arts. '
7) epairing of 2 (two) 1.0 cusec turbine pumps and ‘G’ 74,070/ = -de-
manufacturing of spare parts. = i
8)  Repairing of 5g {five?l.S cuséc turbine pumps. H 1,22,31:_: i= -do-
9)  Repairing of 5 (five) 1.5 cusec turbine pumps. i) 1,22,315/= -do-
10) Making operational 4 (four) out of order 2 cusec ] 1,31,831/= -do-
turbine pumps including manufacturing &
supﬁlging of required spare parts. o
11) Making operational 3 (three) out of order 2 cusec 'K 1,01,979/= -do-
| turbine pumps including manufacturing &
supplying of required spare parts. »
12) Making operational 3 (three) out of order 2 cusec L 1,01,979/= -do-
turbine pumps including manufacturing &
supplying of required spare parts. .
13) Making operational 8 (eight) GEC motor control ‘M 2,49,376/= -do-
anels of different water pumps of Dhaka WASA. .
14) e]paiﬁng & manufacturing 6" dia threaded type 'N 1,24,721/= -do-
- column pipe, shaft and supply of spares.
15) ' ine pumps of 'O 1,71,015/= -do-

e ——

Ajit Kumar Roy
Executive Engineer

FM Division,
Dhaka , WASA



