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Unicef chief
Carol Bellamy

due today
By Staff Correspondent

Unicef Executive Director
Carol Bellamy will arrive here

today on a three-day official
visit to Bangladesh.

This will be her second visit
as Unicef chief. Earlier, she
visited Bangladesh in Novem-
ber, 1997,

Dhanmondi lake project hampered

No steps yet to recover

encroached land

Authorities are yet to take
any concrete step to recover the
98 kathas (about two acres) of
illegally occupied Dhanmondi
lakeside public land from 42
occupants in the city.

The inaction has stalled
some of the most vital compo-
nents of the Dhanmondi lake
development project, which was
scheduled to be completed in the
first week of March 2000. .

Following the approval of
the Tk 16.62 crore ‘lake project’
by the Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council
[ECNEC) on December 1. the
LGRD Ministry was suippnscd to
expedite the process of recover-
ing the land with the assistance
of the Public Works Department
(PWD).

The ECNEC meetin%i with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair, also had decided to

By Staff Correspondent

remove all illegal establish-
ments from the lakeside area.

Knowledgeable sources said
that apart from writing a letter
to the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) and the PWD to execute
ECNEC decisions, the LGRD
Ministry had not done anything
yet.

In response to the ministry's
letter, the PWD has
‘unofficially’ asked for ‘more
time’ to initiate their action for
the recovery of the public land
and make way for the four-
kilometre long ‘walkway'.

Sources also said that some
of the 42 illegal encroachers
have recently un to build
their boundary-walls on the
public land. Some occupants,

- who have already constructed

six-storied apartment blocs on
the encroached land, have even
offered the LGRD and works

ministries to buy the land at a
government price of Tk 4 lakh

per katha, they said. .
Authorities are now
‘confused’ about possible ways

to demolish these apartment
blocks and recover the land.
Sources said the ECNEC has
added another Tk 1.8 crore un-
der the component of “land de-
velopment for the walkway”.

“The idea of ‘land develop-
ment’' is itself a cover for
'legalising’ the encroachment.
The walkway component would
eventually be completed by fill-
ing the lake up — and not re-
moving the encroachers,” al-
leged an official source.

“If they are successful in re-
covering the public land from
these influential ones, this
would be a milestone in our his-
tory of our administration,”
said the official requesting
anonymity.

During the visit, Bellamy
will see the ongoing pro-
grammes supported by Unicef.
She will also meet with Prime |
Minister Sheikh Hasina, min-
isters and high government of-
ficials, said a press release.

The Executive chief of the
UN body will review progress
made in Unicef supported ar-
senic mitigation activities im-

lemented by the Department of

ublic Health Engineering and
other partners, includin
Dhaka Community Hospital,
BRAC and the Grameen Bank.

The Unicef chief will also at-
tend the launching of the Na-
tional Arsenic Mitigation
Communication Strategy,
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salah Uddin Yusuf
will inaugurate the ceremony.

She will address a press
conference before leaving here
on Monday.

Police attack:
Khaleda
warns against
consequences

Vital evidence in Shai'if’s

case handed to court

KARACHI, Dec 17 : Pakistani
prosecutors today handed over
to an anti-terrorism court tran-
scripts of audio recordings and
a witness confession in the
lreason case against ousted
premier Nawaz Sharif, reports
AFP,

Judge Shabbir Ahmed or-
dered the court should hold
onto the evidence, which in-
cludes the testimony of Amin-
ullah Chaudhary, the former
head of the Civil Aviation Au-
thority. who was accused but
will now give evidence against
Sharif.

He then adjourned the hear-
ing until Monday after the de-
fence said some of their senior
lawyers were not available.

"Now we have provided the
transcripts of important evi-
dence in the case to the court.
But the defence counsels are
adopting delaying tactics.” said

public Erusecutur Raja Qureshi.

In the last hearing on Mon-
day the court delay hringin%
formal charges against Shari
because of disputes over the evi-
dence.

Murder case
filed against
Benazir

ISLAMABAD, Dec 17 : Pzk-
istani police officials said today
they have registered a murder
case against former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto, link-
ing her to the deaths of two ac-
tivists from a rival party, re-
ports AFP. :

In the complaint lodged at a
police station in Rawalpindi,

See page 11 col 8

Sharif, his brother Shahbaz,
and five senior officials face the
charges of treason, hijacking,
kidnapping, criminal conspir-
acy, attempted murder and col-
lecting arms to wage war
against Pakistan.

They face the death penalty
if they are convicted.

The case against ex-premier
relates to the night of the coup,
when Sharif is accused of pre-
venting the landing in Karachi
of a Pakistan International
Airlines flight carrying army
chief General Pervez Musharraf
and nearlg 200 other passen-
gers from Sri Lanka.

The plane only landed after
the army seized control of the
airport. Within hours Mushar-

had assumed -
ers and detained mﬂg —

Sharif has denied the accu-
sations, which he described as a
‘concocted story."

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has strongly condemned
and protested police atrocity on
the activists ol her party's stu-
dent wing and warned that the
consequences of this "barbaric
attack” would be “dreadful "

In a statement yesterday, she
sald police all on a sudden and
without any provocation laid a
siege to leaders and activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal in
front of BNP central office
when they were preparing to
bring out a procession. They re-
sorted to indiscriminate lathi
charge, fired tear shells and gun
shots that left unspecified
number of activists wounded
and arrested many others.

The Leader of l¥|e Opposition
in Parliament said beside the
atrocities, police arrested JCD
president Habibunnabi ‘Khan
Sohel. pgeneral secretary
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu, top
leaders Monwar Hossain Rana.
Abdul Khaleque Hawlader,
Mahbubul Haq Nannu., Ma-
Lharul Islam and others and

eaten them up indiscrimi-
nately during the arrest.

She said the JCD and some
other student organisations
were scheduled to bring out pro-
cession in support of today's
shut down. Khaleda Zia said
police also arrested leaders and
activists of Ganotantrik Chha-
tra League, Islami Chhatra
Shibir, Jatiya Chhatra Samaj
and other organisations.

She said, under a democratic
system, the students have their
right to express their opinion
and differ with any decision
taken by the university author-
ities, but the government have
snatched away the right
through resorting to repression
and oppression.

She warned the government
of tougher action if the govern-
ment continues such repressive
measures and demanded im-
mediate release of all arrested
leaders and activists,

Victory Day

From page 1
decorated with flags, festoons
and placards. Important gov-
ernment and private buildings
were also illuminated in the
city on this occasion.

While ships of Bangladesh
Navy were open at ports in
Dhaka. Chittagong. Khulna and
Barisal, bands of armed forces
and law-enforcing agencies
played in different city corners
adcﬂng to the festivities.

As march-pasts were held in
different district and thana
headquarters, President Sha-
habuddin took salute of a com-
bined parade of the armed-
forces and law-enforci agen-
cies at the Haltnnaln%arade
Square in the capital.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was present. Top oppo-
sition leaders, however, stayed
off the combined parade.

Later, the president hosted a
reception at Bangabhaban,
which was attend by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, free-
dom fighters, noted personali-
ties, senior journalists, diplo-
mats and tical leaders.

V-Day was also celebrated in
Bangladesh missions abroad. _
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A colourful gate in front of the convocation venue on DU campus,

DU convocation

From page 1

and also the last one of the mil-
lennium. Prof Amartya Sen
will be present at the l{mctiun
as guest of honour,

Convocation has been a reg-
ular academic feature of the
university until 1970 when the
last one was held.

Some 1,600 graduates and
post-graduates will attend the
convocation ceremony that will
begin at the Physical Centre
(playground) of DU at 10 am.

Massive face-lift in dormi-
tories and academic buildings
including renovation and
whitewash and road marking
on thoroughfares gives the en-
lire university campus a clean.
colourful look.

Modern lighting system has
been installed in and around
the campus. The dormitories
will also be decorated with
colourful lights.

Four gates have been erected
at different strategic points on
the campus, including one, the
most attractive, in front of the
convocation venue. The convo-
cation gate has been erected at
Shahbagh crossing. A 3,500 ca-
pacit{’ convocation pandal has
also been set up at the play-
ground of the university.

However, some teachers be-
lo to the opposition BNP-
ba “"White Panel” have de-
cided to stay off the convoca-
tion ceremony because they
said “the (university) decision
to confer the degree on the

rime minister was taken
tily by virtue of a controver-
slal procedure in Academic
Council meeting without prior
notification”.

They have decided to boycott
the convocation followin
“indecent remarks” by Shﬂkﬁ

dCCor

Hasina aimed at BNP Chairper-
son Khaleda Zia.

Pro-BNP Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal will enforce a 6 am-12

pm hartal across the capital to

protest conferring of the degree

on the prime minister.

Skin-tight security blarket
covers the campus with de-
ployment of some 6,000 police
an aramilitary personnel,
ng to officials.

The convocation will have
two sessions. In the first ses-

sion, Hasina will be conferred

on the degree for her "contribu-
tion to establishment of re-
gional and world peace, allevi-
ation of poverty, empowerment
of women and democratisation
of the country”.

In the second. Prof Sen will
receive the degree for his "out-
standing contribution to hu-
man knowledge ‘n general and
to the discipline of economics
in particular”.

A small booklet will be
available atl the function givin
a profile of the university an
its achievements aleng with
future development plans. A
souvenir is also to be released
on the occasion.

Vice-chancellor Prof Azad
Chowdhury in a press briefing
yesterday at his official resi-
dence called upon all students,
student leaders, teachers and
people in general to make the

a success.

"We ve difference of
opinion but such differences
agould be minimised for g:ater
interest of the nation,” vC

said.
others, Pro-VC Prof

can

Amo
MS t Ali, Treasurer and
proctor Prof AKM Nurunnabi

were present at the briefing.
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1999 was Earth's
Sth warmest year

LONDON, Dec 17: This has
been Planet Earth's fifth
warmest year since consistent
gﬂbal records began in 1860.

ritish meteorologists said to-
day, reports Reuters,

Temperatures around the
world in 1999 were about 0.33
degrees Celsius (0.6 Fahrenheit)
higher than the average for
1961-1990 and about 0.7 g?ew
Celsius (1.25 Fahrenheit)
higher than temperatures at the
end of the last century, the Me-
teorological Office reported.

Seven of the world's 10
warmest recorded years have
been in the 1990s, the Met Office
said in a statement.

'The rapid cooling of tem-
peratures in the equatorial pa-
cific, the so-called La Nina, has
contributed to 1999 being sig-
nificantly cooler than 1 . the
hottest year on record.” said the
Met Office’'s David Parker.

"This large natural year-on-
year variability is exactly what
we expect to see superimposed
on a long-term warming due to
man-made greenhouse gas
emissions.

"Our forecast for 2000 shows
a high probability of it bein
warmer than 1999 as the col

acific warms again naturally,

ut only a low pruhahillt}r of
beating the 1998 record.” he
added

The Met Office said it be-
lieved the 1990s were the
warmest decade of the millen-
nium.

In England, barring a late
cold snap, temperatures were on
course for 1999 to be the
warmest since records be-
gan in 1659, bea the pervi-

ous warmest year, 1 the Met
Office said.

“Traffic jam
near Smriti
Soudha

By Staff Correspondent

Hundreds of vehicles were
caught in an unusual conges-
tion on
near the Jatiya Smriti Soudha
at Savar on the Victory Day.

Long distance passenger
buses, trucks and cars had to
wait for hours in queues
stretching for miles on both
sides of the highway.

The situation worsened as
motorcades of the President
and the Prime Minister left the
site after placing wreaths at the
Soudha in the morning.

Hired buses and private cars
carrying people who wanted to
go to the Soudha to pay homage
to the martyrs of the lﬂbcratlnn
War were parked on both sides
of the road. People got off the
buses and walked towards the
Soudha. Rows of people were
seen on the road.

Hundreds of auto-rickshaws
were also seen haphazardly
parked on the road.

Traffic sergeants and con-
stables had a tough time con-
trolling traffic. "It's the worse
jam [ have ever seen,” said one
sergeant.

Liaison body
condemns police
action on

students
By Staff Correspondent

The Liaison Committee of
the BNP-led opposition alliance
has strongly condemned and
protested "barbaric police at-
tack” on agitating students,
who have called a 6-hour hartal
in the city today.

Briefing newsmen after a
meeting yesterday at 29 Minto
Road, the official residence of
Lthe Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament, BNP vice chairman
M Shamsul Islam MP said the
police attack on students again
proved that the Awami League
government is trying to cling to
power through repression and
other means.

The BNP leader said all stu-
dent organisations, excepting
the pro-government Chhatra
League and some university
teachers, have opposed the con-
vocation to confer honorary de-

ree on the prime minister. The

U authorities have organised
it ignoring all protests and op-
position, he added,

He said the hartal called by
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
and other student organisation
is "very much logical” and
called upon the city dwellers to
observe it spontaneously.

The BNP leader said police
arrested and brutally tortured
some 50 JCD activists, includ-
ing its president Habibun-Nabi
Sohel and general secretary
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu, when
they assembled to start a pro-
cession [rom the BNP central
office in the afternoon in sup-
port of the hartal.

JP leader Kazi Firoz Rashid
said police confined the Chha-

See page 11 col 7

Crackdown

From pagc 1

JCD president Manjur Elahi

told UNB over phone shortly af-
ter the arrest of JCD president
Habibunnabi Sohel.

JCD activists, led by Sohel
and general secre Nasirud-

-din Ahmed Pintoo, picked up an

altercation with police officers
near the BNP central office.
Soon, a bomb exploded touch-
ing off a clash that spread over
Bijoynagar, Kakrail and sur-
rounding areas.

Police in riot gear then
charged baton and fired tear-
gas shells on JCD men who
pelted stones and exploded
crude bombs.

At one stage, JCD activists
went on the ramp damaging
and torching vehicles.

Meanwhile, chase and
counter-chase between lice
and activists of Jatiya Chhatra
Samaj, student front of Jatiya
Party. took place in Kalabagan
area as the law-enforcers
picked up some 15 supporters.

Arrest of top JCD leaders
sparked wild protest in differ-
ent Eﬂarts of the capital, includ-

otijheel, Pallabi, Lalbagh, ’

gﬁanmnndii
Ramna.

The protestors exploded a
series ol bombs and set fire to
vehicles, including a state-run
BRTC double-decker bus.

Demra and

Dhaka-Aricha highway

People flock to the National Mausoleum carrying natio

L ok . il 5

nal bi-colours on the Victory Day.
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8 killed as bus,

RAJSHAHI, Dec 17: Ei
persons were killed and ten
others injured when a Rajshahi
bound micro-bus from Cha-
painawabganj collided with a
spccding truck at Shahhajﬁzr
under Godagari thana of Ra-
jshahi district yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

Police and hospital sources
said. four persons died on the
spot while four others suc-
cumbed to their injuries at Ra-
jshahi Medical College Hospi-
tal.

Ten persons were admitted

to the hospital in a critical con-
dition.

Five of the dead were identi-
fied as Health Officer of Rahan-
pur Ansaruzzaman, 35, driver
of the microbus Sentu, 26, Ma-
mun, 32, three-year-old Ekin

and businessman of Rahanpur

Fazlur Rahman, 32.

Godagari police seizéd both
the microbus and the truck
from the spot. A case was filed
in this connection, but none
was arrested.

In another accident on the

truck collide
in Raj

shahi

Natore-Rajshahi highway at

Tarapur in Puthia thana, two
motorbike riders — Lalon, 20,
and Sohel — were killed and
Lenin, 24, suffered injuries as
their bikes were rammed by a
microbus from opposite direc-
tion at about 4 pm yesterday.
Lenin was admitted to the
RMCH. Separate cases were

filed with Godagari and Puthia
police.

In Chittagong, two persons

were killed in two road acci-
dents today.

Police sources said, an
unidentified old man died on
the spot when a bus ran over
him near Sholashahar Rail
Gate No 2 this afternoon. The
gLrllver fled the scene with the

S.

In another accident, a minor
boy was crushed under the
wheels of a Chittagong-bound
speedinl% bus a Dhariya on Hat-
hazari-Nazirhat road. The vic-
tim was identified as Jewel
Chgwdhury, 8, son of Subash
Chowdhury of village Chikdair
under Rowzan thana.

40 shops looted, 20 traders
mjured in Pabna town

PABNA. Dec 17: At least 20
traders were injured and 40
shops looted amid a reign of
terror let loose by two armed
smugglers’ syndicates in the
town yesterday, reports UNB.

The armed thugs fired guns
and threw bombs at the traders
and looted goods worth over Tk
20 lakh. They also ransacked
some 40 shops.

Witnesses and local traders
said that the hoodlums fired at
least 25 gunshots on the traders
as they tried to resist the mis-
creants.

Clashes ensued in sequel to
looting of 33 sacks of smuggled
sugar from the members of a
racket in Kalachandpara area
by another gang of smugglers of
Gobinda area on the road near
Pabna Mental Hospital on
Wednesday.

Traders alleged that the two

of smugglers having po-

qu
+litical backing were involved in

cross-border trade in sugar for
last three years.

The armed terrorists at-
tacked various markets, includ-
ing Bara-Bazaar, Alhaj Market,
New Market and Humaira Mar-
ket when all were busy celebrat-
ing the Victory Day,” say wit-

Chandrima project

nesses, -

Police later brought the situ-
ation under control. "But they
are in a fix about going for ac-
tion against the terrorists as
they are supporters of the ruling
party,” locals alleged. -

Police were deployed at dif-
ferent strategic points of the
town to avert further troubles.

Later Pabna Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PCCI)
protesting the incident staéFed
demonstrations and held a
meeting with its president MA
Kafi Sarkar in the chair.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by municipal
chairman Mosharraf Hossain
and police super Asaduzzaman
Mia.

Traders and shopkeepers
withdrew their scheduled pro-
grammes after police assured
them of reignlng in the terror-
ists within 24 hours.

Police, meanwhile, arrested
five people in this connection.

Jubo Dal leader
shot dead in

Jessore

JESSORE, Dec 17: A Jubo
Dal leader was shot dead by
unidentified assailants at Sun-
dali Bazaar in Monirampur
thana last night, reports UNg

Ekram Ali Gazi, 28, son of
Monsef Gazi of Kuchlia village
in Abhaynagar thana, was a
leader of Monirampur thana
Jubo Dal.

Police said that a gang of
gunmen called Ekram out of a
stall where he was taking tea.

"The miscreants shot in his
head and fled chanting slogans
in the name of Purba Banglar
Communist Party.” witnesses
said. Ekram died on the spot.

Police sent the body to Jes-
sore General Hospital morgue
for autopsy.

A case was filed in this con-
nection.

8 lose eye sight
after operations
at a hospital
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Dec 17: Riot police
have been deployed in and
around Abdul Wadud Memorial
Eye hospital at Tilok village
under Rupsha thana after e:;% t
patients lost their eye sight due
to wrong diagnosis.

The patients are Halima, 45,
Kulsum Khatoon 50, Shah Syed
Ahmed. 60. Nasrin Begum 45,
Nagendra Nath Mondol 65,
Nirmala Datta 45, Halim Ghazi
45 and Sufia Begum, 35.

All of them are now blind,
said a source in the hospital
which was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in 1997.

Christian Service Society
(CSS). a non-government or-
ganisation. runs the hospital.

According to a reliable
source, the hospital authorities
took Tk 3.000 from each of the

eight patients on December 9
for cataract operation.

They were operated upon by
two doctors who are private
practitioners.

When contacted, one of them
said that a germ identified as
‘Staphylo Cocus Arues' has
damaged their eye sights due to
infection during post-operative
period. -

The incident has ,seared
other patients. Many of them
have left the hospital. said a
source,

Mother, daughter
murdered

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 17: Kohinoor
Begum, 35, and her two-year old
daughter Shumi were slaugh-
tered by unidentified miscre-
ants early morning yesterday
in her house at Ghazipur village
under Terokheda thana.

Her son Milon 10 escaped
attempt on his life running
away from the house. Kohi-
noor's husband, van driver Za-
hid Shaikh, was not in the
house while the murders were
committed, police said today.

Police quoting Milon said
that the alleged killers were
wearing black masks. They en-
tered the house breaking open
the doors and slaughtered my
mother and sister who were
asleep. Milon told police.

Police believe the murder is
a sequel to previous enmity. But
some villagers said the armed
cadres of an outlawed organisa-
tion killed them as Zahid
Shaikh is an informer who
used to help police-nab outlaws.

Ctg AL leaders

allege massive

irregularities in
allotment of plots

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 17: Some
leaders of Chittagong City
Awami League alleged massive
irregularities and nepotism in
allotment of plots of Chan-
drima Residential Project.

They sought the Prime Min-
ister's intervention in this re-
gard and demanded probe into
the matter.

The leaders in a statement
here today alleged that the al-
lotment of plots of this project
by Chittagong Development Au-
thority (CDA) was similar to the
scandalous allotment of Uttara
plots in Dhaka.

They said that the allotment
was biased. It was a 'heinous
plot’' to turnish the image of the
present government, they
added.

Signatories of the statement
are: Abul Kalam Shawdagor,
vice president, Dr Syedur Rah-
man, vice president. AKM Be-
layet Hossain, vice president,
Quazi Enamul Haq Danu, joint
secretary, Dr Afsarul Amin, or-
ganising secretary. Badiul
Alam, press secretary, and
Khorshed Alam Sujan.

YOUR HELP IS ANJUMAN'S STRENGTH

Please

deposited directly

your donation, full name

give your JAKAT, FITRA and
DONATION to Anjuman Mufidul Islam
and come forward for the Orphans,
Helpless and Distressed

HOW TO DONATE : Your JAKAT, Fitra and Donations can be
at the Gandara, Anjuman Head Office or at
the Kakrail Service centre. We are available over Telephone day
and nigh to collect donations by our official representative. Also,
we accept contributions through crossed-cheque, payorder,
Bank draft and in any case official receipts will be issued. In order
to provide you with receipts; you are requested to send details of
with address to the Chief
Administrative Officer Anjuman Mufidul Islam.

OUR ACTIVITIES :

ople.

the boys and the other for the girts.

orphan girls 8
@ Distributions of new clothes among
the distressed and the poor.

Musiim boys.
® Helps poor patients and distributes free
sty
@ Runs School and College.

HEAD OFFICE : 5, S. K. Das
Road, Gandaria, Dhaka-1204
Phone : 239808, 248166

@ Runs two separate orphanage one for @ Technical and Vocatonal Education pro-
grammes for the orphans and the poor,
® Helps poor Muslim families and|@ Distribution of Relief materials among
assistance for the marriage of the| the poor in time of natural calamities.
@ Burial Programme of unclaimed dead
bodies, and heips Burial of Dead-
Bodies of poor and Distressed families.
® Free Sunnate Khatna for the poor ] @ Cames Dead Bodies to the remote
im boy areas and provides air-conditioned
dead body camer service for the needs.
Mobile Medical unitsJ@ E. P. |. Prog
@ Free Ambulance service for all.

ANJUMAN MUFIDUL ISLAM
N&Z#  Anpman Reciient o independant Day Award 1996 fo Humantaan Senvioes.

106, Kakrail, Dhaka-1000

HELP ANJUMAN AND INSPIRE OTHERS TO HELP
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