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. SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

The Kingdom of Bhutan Celebrates
its National Day

ODAY the Kingdom of
Bhutan celebrates its 92nd
National Day. It is an im-

portant occasion for every
Bhutanese. It is a day the peace-
loving people of the Kingdom of
Bhutan rededicate themselves
to the Tsa-Wa-Sun (King, Coun-
try and People) which has come
to symbolize unity and har-
mony, peace and security and
above all "Gross National Hap-
piriess.”

It is the day when people of
Bhutan unanimously elected
Gongsar Ugen Wangchuck as the
first hereditary King of Bhutan
on the 17th of December 1907.
By uniting the country and es-
tablishing a central authority,
he brought peace and stability
to the country and laid the
foundation for modern Bhutan.
Since then, Bhutan has been en-
joying unprecedented peace and
stability in the Kingdom and
achieved significant economic
development, greatly enhanc-
ing the wellbeing and the qual-
ity of life of the people. His
Majesty Jigme Singye
Wangchuck is the fourth and
the present King of Bhutan.

Since the beginning of our
recorded history dating back to
the 7th century, Bhutan has
remained as an independent,
sovereign country which has
not been colonized by any for-
eign power for which our forefa-

thers had to overcome many in-
ternal and external threats. Al-
though planned development
was initiated only in 1961 when
the first five-year plan was
launched:; Bhutan has achieved
greater well-rounded progress

‘unique national

'*

Some of the Many Achievements

and development than many
other countries, which began
their development much ear-

lier. At the same time Bhutan

has been able to nit's
identity
through the promotion and
preservation of rich cultural
and traditional heritage.
Located in the high eastern

Himalayan mountain ranges,

‘Bhutan is land-locked country

with the Tibetan region of
China to its north and Indian
States of Sikkim, Assam, West
Bengal and Arunachal Pradesh
to its east. south and west. Alti-
tudes range from approxi-
mately 300 metres above sea
level in the south to the tower-
ing Himalayas in the north of
over 7000 metres. The altitude
at Thimphu, the capital is about
2500 metres.

Bhutan is divided into 20
districts (Dzongkhags) and each
district is divided into several
blocks [(gewogs) consisting of
number of village. Depending

on the size, a district may be
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divided into sub-aistrizt
(dungkhags) for effective ad-
ministration and implementa-
tion of the programmes and
projects. '

Since the time immemorial,
Bhutanese people have been
known for their warm and
friendly nature. Unlike else-
where, Bhutan has never had a
rigid class system. Neither is
social and educational oppor-
tunities affected by rank or
birth. Bhutanese women enjoy
equal rights with men; includ-
ing the right to vote, and take
active part in the alfairs of the
country, often holding impor-
tant government posts. While
the family system is mainly pa-
triarchal, family estates are
divided equally between sons
and daughters. Both men and
women are free to choose whom
to marry and both can initiate
divorce.

Bhutan has a population of
over 600,000. There are several
languages and many different
dialects spoken throughout

Bhutan at a Glance

Area : 47,000 square kilometers '

Position : 26, 45" and 28'10" north latitude 88'
45" and
91" 10" east longitude.

Capital Thimphu

State Religion Mahayana Buddhism

Languages Dzongkha, English; Sharchop, Nepali
and many dialects.

Unit of Currency Ngultrum (which is at part with
Indian Rupee)

Seasons Spring  March — May

Summer June —
Autumn September — November

Winter
His Majesty King Jigme Singye

Head of State

December — February

Wangchuck

Head of Government H.E.

Chairman, Council of
Monarch

Tshogdu {Naﬂnnal Assembly)
Council of ministers

Government
Legislative Body
Executive Body

Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup,
inisters.
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Kingdom. The national lan-
guage is Dzongkha. which is
taught in all schools. The
medium of instruction is En-
glish. "Kuensel”, the national
newspaper, is a weekly publica-
tion. It is published in
Dzongkha, English and Nepali.
The national television and
radio service called the Bhutan
Broadcasting Scrvice (BBS) has

a daily transmission in
* Dzongkha, English, Sharchep-’
kha and Nepali.

The Buddhist faith has
played and continues to play a
profound role in the cultural,
ethical and sociological devel-
opment of Bhutan and its peo-
ple. It permeates all strands of
secular life, bringing with it a
reverence and respect for the
Jand and the environment. The
Je Khempo (Chief Abbot) who

Today is the National Day of
I my beloved country, the King-
¢ |vdom of Bhutan. On this very
happy and auspicious occasion.
I have the greatest pleasure to
greef{e H‘T med and friendl
people of Bangladesh. My wife
and I have lived here m:er!:l
now and over these 14 months
we have come to know a lot
about this beautiful country.
This has certainly dee
understanding of the country,
its people, its culture and its re-
ligion. A year later, we fell
much enriched which has fur-
ther reinforced our admiration
and respect for the warm and
talented people of this "Sonar
Bangla”.

ay I also take this oppor-
tunity to convey to the Gouvern-
ment of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh and the people of
“Sonar Bangla” the warm greet-
ings of the Royal Government
and the people of the Kingdom
of Bhutan. May our two coun-
| tries and the peoples be blessed
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enjoys a status equivalent to
the King heads the clergy who
plays an important social and
cultural role. Although Bud-
dhism is the state religion.
there is complete religious free-
dom in the m.

OnJune 2, 1999, Bhutan cel-
ebrated the Silver Jubilee An-
niversary of His Majesty's
Coronation with great enthusi-
asm and jubilation, marking 25
years of dedicated service to His
people and the country. In His
25 years' of reign, His Majesty
the King travelled every nook
and corner of the Kingdom to
kecp close contact with His peo-
ple to 'understand their
grievances and aspirations. No
other person in the country has
better knowledge about the land
and the people of His Kingdom
than His Majesty Himself,

ship that hap exist benuee;l
Bangladesh aeﬂ'{‘lﬂhumn be fur-

ther strengthened in the years
ahead, May our two countries
and peoples be blessed with
eternal peace and happiness.
Tashi Delek!

under the Present King
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the King attached top priority to
four main sectors in the process
of the development. These sec-

tion. Your -actions will deter-
mine the future of our nation
and we place our complete faith

cultural extensions centres
throughout the country, which
serve more than 80% of the ru-

kilometers of wilderness corri-
dor established in different lo-
cations from the tropical south

tors are education, health, agri- and hope in you to fulfil our 4 population as opposed to  to the aIEh'Le region will inter-
culture and environment. In all dreams and aspirations for our only 15 such centres in 1974. link all the national parks and
four fronts, phenomenal country.” 2 There are many seed production  Provide continuously protected .
progress has been made. Health centres to cater to the needs of ' areas to prevent isolation of the { j . L .
Education In 1974, there were only 56 the farmers with adequate farm ~ Species. W 2
Today, the Bhutanese chil- health centres in the Kingdom. mechanization centres. With Few countries in the world
dren are provided with free edu-  Today, there are 661 such cen-  the introduction of appropriate  offer the environmental
cation. The educational insti- tres including two major refer- technology and good farming  tourists quite a feast of alterna-

tutions in the Kingdom have in-
creased from a mere 97 to 322
over a short period of time.
These
high schools;, junior thh
schools, primary schools,
community schools, private
schools. degree colleges, teach-
ers training colleges and other
tertiary institutes,

.The total strength of stu-
dents in 1974 was a mere figure
of about 13,000, Today, the total
number of students has crossed
well over 100.000. The enrol-
ment rate is 72% and the liter-
acy rate is 60 — 65%,

" His Majesty the H.ln% has al-

ways held a strong belief that
the future of the country rests
with the youth. In His address
to the nation on Jun 2, 1999, He
said, "l have always pointed out
that the future u?uur country,

institutions comprise

ral hospitals, covering 90% of
the population. The child im-
munization programme has
achieved almost 100% cover:
age. The life expectancy of the
average Bhutanese has in-
creased to 65.9 years for men
from 45.8 years and 66.1 years
for women from 49.1 over a
short span of time. Material
mortality rate has been down to
3.8 for every 1000 live births,
from 7.7 in 1974. Majority of
rural population has access to
sale drinking water and proper
sanitary facilities. Hcaltl!: care
is provided free of cost.

Agriculture
Since 80% of the popudation
live in rural areas, the Royal
Government attaches utmost
importance to this sector with a
view in increasing rural in-
come. In fact increasing rural

practices, yields in cash crops
such as fruits, vegetables,
mushroom, potatoes, etc. have
increased manifold.

Environment

Through His Majesty’'s far-
sighted polices, today Bhutan is
in a position tq boast itself of
possessing a pristine environ-
mental condition, totally unaf-
fected by human for mate-
rial wellbeing. utan is the »
only country in the world to
maintain forest coverage of
72.5% of its total land area.
26.23% of the country has been
declared as protected areas
which includes wildlife sanctu-
aries, nature parks, reserves,
etc. In addition, recently His
Majesty the King presented a
"gift to the earth” in the form of
pristine and uninterrupted cor-
ridor of forests for the move-

tives than Bhutan. From long
treks along the paths hardly
walked to crystal clear streams
and rivers, Bhutan is defying
the rest of the world in its at-
tempts to keep its environment
intact and pollution free. The
flora and fauna of Bhutan is ex-
ceptionally diverse because of a
great range of altitude zones
and varied climatic conditions.
The Bhutanese Government
closely monitors deforestation
and the country's mountains
are therefore still in its natural
state,

Under the Royal initiative,
the Rngaj Government has set
up an Environment Trust Fund
for conservation and preserva-
tion of environment. Bhutan's
effort the conservation of envi-
ronment has become an out-
standing example for the rest of
the world,

Our Heartfelt Greetings and Warm
Felicitations to Our Brotherly and

T'heir National Day

Friendly People of Bhutan on

Long Live the King of Bhutan
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* MAMS TRAVELS & TOURS.

* MAMS BUILDING MATERIALS.
* MAMS TRADING CORPORATION.

DRUK AIR - ROYAL BHUTAN AIRLINES (PSA).
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TAN'S

e Nutritious Naturally =

Bhutan Fruit Products Ltd.

Liaison Office
Rahman Chamber (5th Floor)

E;El : 3327969, 8826896. 12’13, MﬂtijhEEl C/A :
ax : 880-2-8828439. Dhaka-1000

:llinmaﬂ : mams@bdmail.net Tel: 9666309, Fax: 9555714.
ternet : www.drukair.com




