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|  Vajpayee urges

Chechen rebels claim

102 Russian soldiers killed
in Grozny ambus

MOSCOW, Dec 17 : Chechen
fighters killed 102 Russian sol-
diers when they ambushed a
federal armoured patrol in the
centre of Grozny, rebel head-
quarters _aid today, as Moscow
continued to deny the incident,
reports AFP.

Chechen military headquar-
ters cited by Interfax news
agency gave details of Wednes-
day's battle and also conceded
heavy rebel losses.

Reports from three different
sources have said the armoured
column was attacked inside
Grozny by more than 1,000
Chechen separatists armed
with rocket-propelléd grenades.

Journalists said they had
counted around 100 Russian
bodies.

It marked the most serious
casualty report since Russia in-
vaded the rebel republic with

tanks and troops on October 1.
According to Chechen

sources, the patrol was am-

bushed some 500 metres (yards)
from the downtown Minutka
square as it advanced from the
east of Grozny on a reconnais-
sance mission on Wednesday
morning.

The Chechen operation was

led by rebel commander Ruslan
Gelayev, the Chechen general
stafl said.

Within minutes the rebels
rushed reinforcements to the
scene and cut off the retreai of
the Russians. The fierce fight-
ing lasted until darkness fell.

The Chechen military head-
quarters gave no figures for its

losses, but sources cited by In-
terfax said there had been "a
significant number of dead and
wounded.”

The Russian top brass and
government angrily denied the
reports of the battle, branding
them as propaganda linked to
Western intelligence services.

Federal military officials

said only two Russian soldiers
had died on Wednesday in all of
Chechnya.

Meanwhile, Russian forces
were battling Chechen rebels in
the eastern outskirts of Chech-
nya's capital Grozny early to-
day, the federal military head-
quarters said, cited byrrntcrfa.x
news agency.

Over the last 24 hours, fed-
eral warplanes and attack heli-
copters carried out 83 bombing
missions over the breakaway
republic, blasti
Grozny as well the mountainous
south of Chechnya.

The Russian aviation de-
stroyed 17 rebel bases and two
communication centres, the
military said. ;

SU-24 bombers and SU-25
attack aircraft as well as MI-24
helicopters took part in the
missions over the regions of
Vedeno and Shatoi in the south
and. the outskjrts of Grozny,
federal headquarters added.
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US President Bill Clinton(C) speaks to reporters as Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak(L)

and Syrian Foreign Minister Faruq al-Shara look on during a press conference at the
White House West Wing Portico Thursday in Washington, DC. Clinton told reporters
that the Syrian-Israeli peace talks, that have already gone on for two days, would resume
on an "intensive basis" in the US on January 3, 2000.
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Talks with Syria ‘on right
' track’: Barak

JERUSALEM, Dec 17 : Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
told journalists travelling
home with him from historic
talks in Washington with Syr-
lan Foreign Minister Faruq al-
Shara that the negotiations are
. "on the right track.” Israeli ra-
dio reported today, says AFP.

“The negotiations with Syria
are on the right track even if
they are difficult,” the radio
quoted him as saying. -

Foreign Minister David
Levy. who accompanied the
prime minister to the talks,
told the radio: "We will need a
great deal of patience and firm-
ness

Deputy Defence Minister
Ephraim Sneh expressed satis--
faction at the resumption of the
long-frozen negotiations with
Syria.

. "The im
we succeeded in relaunching the
talks after a break of nearly
four years,"” he told the radio.

At the end of two days of
talks in Washington between
the two delegations, US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton anngunced

Egptian Nobel laureate honoured:

gyptian scientist who won the 1999 Nobel chemistry

portant thing is that -

that “intensive negotiations”
would be launched on January 3
near the US federal capital with
the active participation of US
officials.

‘Israel must push
harder wheel

of peace’

Meanwhile, Jordanian
newspapers today urged Israel
to show that it was determined
to make peace with Syria and
Lebanon following the brutal
attack on south Lebanon that
left 20 schoolchildren wounded.

"The mood of optimism that
emerged in Washington could
have invég?]rated ha mood. of
peace an ope that progress
could be reached on thES}gan-
Israeli track of the peace pro-
cess.” Al-Dustour daily wrote in
a front-page editorial.

"But Israel's criminal action
against Lebanese children has
extinguished a large part of that
optimism,” said the newspaper.

"We call on Israel to stop ...
and show that it is really sin-
cere in wanting to seize the op-
portunity and create trust for

prize

received his country's highest honour. the Collar of the Nile.
Thursday, SFP reports from Cairo.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak presented the award to

Egyptian-American
dential
live on

Ahmed Zewail at a ceremony in the presi-
alace of Ittihadia north of Cairo, that was broadcast
gyptian television. The collar, shaped like lotus flow-

ers. is normally only given to kings and heads of state for "out-
standing contributions to humanity.”

Chissano leading

in Mozambic polls:

Outgoing President Joaquim Chissano was leading in
Mozambican presidential elections ahead of opposition rival

Afonso Dhlakama. with 52.22
47.78 per cenl on more than h

r cent against Dhlakama's
the ballots counted Friday, an

electoral official told AFP iin Moputo.
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Monica Lewinsky(R) leaves the Howard County

Courthouse

in Ellicott City,

MD Thursday after

testifying in the Linda Tripp wire tapping trial.

—AFP photo

the future of the current negoti-
aliténa and of other tracks.,” it
said.

Twently Lebanese children

aged between five and 13 were .

wounded when two Israeli
shells slammed into their
school in the south Lebanon
village of Arab Salim. Israel
apologised for Thursday's at-
tack saying it was a mistake.

- Al-Rai newsapaper, which
often reflects government poli-
cies, did not refer to the Israeli

attack.

"We can cautiously say that
the wheel of peace has turned
now that it has been announced
that talks between Israel and
Syria will resume following the
end of year holidays,” Al-Rai
said.

The newspaper called for
"more confidence-building
measures” and urged Israel to
take the lead.

"Israelt leaders must read
carefully their history and seize
the opportunity that has been
offe in the last days of this
century, half of which was
spent in wars." Al-Rai said.

parliamentarians
to behave

NEW DELHI, Dec 17 : Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee today seri-
ous concern over falling stan-
dards of parliamentary debates
and recommended corrective
steps, reports AFP.

Heated debate helps gov-
ermment rectify and refine its
policies. But. decency and deco-
rum must be maintained.” Vaj-
ﬁa}ree told parliament's lower

The Indian parliament often
breaks up without transacti
any business as members o
parliament clash over trivial
issues.

Vailpayee said there was a
need for "intelligent debate” in-
stead of frivolous arguments.

"Governance is more than a
question of parliamentary
arithmetic and for effective
governance, both government
and o ition must sometimes
sit together and arrive at a sen-
sible consensus.” :

Vajpayee's plea comes two
days after the parliament was
rocked by disorder after the
main opposition Congress
sought the resignation of three
ruling Hindu nationalist min-

isters linked to the razing of a_

mosque in 1992, '

Speaker G.M.C. Balayogi
adjourned the Lok Sabha, the
lower house of parliament. fol-
lowing unruly scenes.

Fossett abandons
bid to break record

of Atlantic crossing
- NEW YORK, Dec 17 : Million-

aire American adventurer Steve -

Fossett has abandoned his bid
to smash the nine-year-old
record for sailing across the At-
lantic, reports AFP.

Fossett's 36m maxi-catama-

ran Playstation set out from
here on Thursday attempting to
break the mark of six days, 13
hrs 13min 30sec to the Lizard
point off south-west England -
set't%grenchman S-i:rﬁe Madec
in 1 - but turned hack just
hours after setting ofl.
- Fossci. hacd said belorc his
departure thal he hoped to
lower the record Lo under six
days.

He set off with a crew of nine,

including four Americans, two

Australians, two Britains and a
New Zealander.

Fossett's media service said
the yacht turned around eight
hours after leaving New York,
citing unspcecificd problems.
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P_akistan'a deposed Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif (L) addresses his family members with
his brother Shahbaz Sharif (R) for the first time since his detention, in his home town
Lahpre Thursday. A Pakistan court released Sharif and his brother Shahbaz Sharif for a
__fam;l_v,r ceremony after the death of his mother-in-law. Sharif and his brother along with
other senior officials have been detained after the military coup on October 12. |
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India won’t make secret Bofors
documents public: FM

~ NEW DELHI, Dec 17 : Indian
Foreign Minister Jaswant
Sln%h today ruled out making
public a final set of secret doc-
uments on the 1986 Bofors
scandal which the Swiss au-

thorities handed over, repoits

AFP.

"The latest papers received
from sthde S'il.ri:}s al.;]thurities will
J¢ U only lor the purpose it
had been received. Thié}rrsnnnt
be revealed to the public as it
would amount to using them for
political purposes," Singh told
the upper house of parliament.

is was the understanding
on which the Swiss authoriti=s
had handed over the papers and
this will not be breached.” he
said amid demands by commu-
nist parties that the documents
be tabled in parliament,

The handover of the docu-
ments by the Swiss Federal De-
arartm:nt of Justice in Berne on

ednesday ended a four-year

Better govt
Pak general seems firm

on his promises

ISLAMABAD, Deec 17 : With
their bold economic reform
agenda unveiled this week, Pak-
istan's military rulers appear to
be sticking to their promises of
better government, the coun-
try's leading newspapers said
today. reports AFP,

But General Pervez Mushar-
raf, who seized power in a mili-
tary coup two months ago. has
his work cut out to implement

his pro the papers said.
Musharraf has promised to
in a broad s tax, revi-

talise agriculture, promote
smaller industries, encour
oil and gas exploration and de-
velop information technology.

Income taxes will be levied
on agricultural earnings and
the defence budget will be cut by
five percent, he said. '

e government's resolve to

take tough but painful decisions
has acquired a measure of
credibility,” The News daily
said in an editorial.

"The more so because unlike

‘froze foreign

the earlier economic pro-
grammes it does not delay criti-
cal reform measures for cheap

~ popularity.” the paper said.

Pakistan must rebuild the
confidence of foreign investors

* which was shattered last year

after Islamabad conducted nu-
clear tests and then promptly
currerncy accounts.

A bitter row over investment
in power firms has made the
country seem a risky place to
invest. But with 38 billion dnl-
lars in foreign debt, Pakistan
badly needs new money.

"The phases of the package,
as we see them on paper, will
not matter a whit if they do rot
translate into tangible results.”
The News said. '

"So often in the past it has

" happened that lofty economic

visions came to naught because
the will to implement this was
lacking."

Other papers were more crit-
ical. .

legal battle for the custody of
the Bofors papers in the 1.3-bil-
llon-dollar arms contract
kickbacks scandal.

The first set of secret Swiss
bank documents linked to al-
leged Bofors kickbacks were
given to federal Indian investi-

ators in Janu 1997. Kick-

acks were allegedly paid
through bank accounts in
Switzerland.

The developments come al-
most two months after India's
federal detectives for the first
time named assassinated prime
minister Rajiv Gandhi, one of
nis Italian friends, a former l3o-
fors chief and a senior Indian

" bureaucrat as co-accused in the

fraud case.

Singh said there was no de-
laﬁ in obtaining the documents.
W itr.ih ttlfe Cené:lal Bureau of In-
vestigation needs to nail le
suspected to have rec:ivgsﬂ ﬁlﬂ
br.bes,

"In fact, it was because of the
initiative of the government
that they had got the second and
the last set of papers. Besides,
additional information in con-
nection with the case was also
received from Luxemburg,” he
said.

The Swedish firm beat Aus-
trian, British, French and Ital-
ian firms to bag the contract.
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Before the handover:
Portuguese-ruled Chinese termtory;

23-seat legislature:

7 appointed by the governor
goverTyment

8 directly elected. 8 indirectly elected,

governor appointed by the president  chief executive appointed by committee

" Under Beijing rule, the territory will share
: the same status as ex-British
NG colony Hong Kong
JAPAN =
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ol Elumr' > Tapa Macau reverts to Chinese rule
G idge MACAU | after more than 400 years as a
"_ ﬁ --_-I;_. i —— L —
- ,~ Population: 435000 |
TaipaBrdge Portuguese, others
- (1998 est)
. jogs Languages (official)
Ewl—ﬁ— + \ﬁ Portuguese, Chinese
2144 GDP: US$S6 8 billion
(1998 est)
Industries: Tourism
| t4 and gaming, export,
vJ textiles, property, !
\/ construction

After the handover:
Special Administrative Region of China,

Within 5 years, 20-seat legislature:
12 directly elected, 10 indirectly
Er}-?gthd' 7 appointed by the

chiet executive ﬂ

To avenge soldier's death

Indonesian troops torch
Aceh stores, homes

JAKARTA, Dec 17 : Indone-
sian police and soldiers set fire
to dozens of houses and shops
today in the troubled Aceh
province to avenge the killing
of a soldier, a report said, says
AFP.

A soldier was found dead in
the Lammeu area ofPidie dis-
trict on Friday morning,

rompting security authorities
o send troops to the area to
search for the assailants, the
Deik online news service aid.

Polce and ‘soldiers found
homes in the area deserted by
residents who had sought re
in mosques in fear, Detik said.

They torched shops and
homes after failing to find the
killer, it said.

Two civilians and one sol-
dier were injured n violence
Thursda{y between soldiers and
rebels ol the Free Aceh (GAM)
separatist movement in the
province, police sources said.

The clash occurred when
troops raided a suspected GAM
underground training facility
in Blang Pante village in the
Matangkuli area of North Aceh.

Police in Bahda Aceh, the
provincial capital, told AFP
they knew about the incident
from the military command.

Annan ap

ologises for UN role

in '94 genocide in Rwanda

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 17;
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
has apologised for the United
Nations’ role in the 1994 Rwan -
dan genocide and has pledged to
use a highly critical report to
ensure that another mass
slaughter of civilians doesn’t
occur again, reports AP.

Annan acknowledged
Thursday that the United Na-
tions and its member states
failed Rwanda and its people
during the 100-day genocide
andl expressed his "deep re-
morse” that more wasn't done to
BtuP it.

Of all my aims as a secre-

tary-general.," Annan said in a

statement, "there is none to
which 1 feel more deeply com-
mitted than that of enag ing the
United Nations never again to
fail in protecting a civilian
population from genocide or
mass slaughter.”

Annan was responding to an
independent investigation he
commissioned In March o
learn the truth about the UN
role in the genocide so that the
United Nations could learn
lessons for the future.

The report found that the
flundamental failure of the UN
response was that the organisa -
tion and its members lacked the
political will and resources to

prevent the genocide or stop it
once it was under way.

An estimated 800,000 peo ple,
most of them minority Tutsis,
were killed in the Hutu-
sponsored genocide that began

er the April 6, 1994 downing
of the Rwandan president’s
plane.

The report singled out An-
nan, then chief of the UN

acekeeping department, for
ailing to alert the Security
Council of key developments
and to recommend the United
Nations strengthen the peace-
keepers on the ground once the

bloodletting began.

Mudslides kill 137
in Venezuela

CARACAS, Dec 17: Torren-
tial rains and mudslides have
killed at least 137 people in
Venezuela's capital Caracas and
along its scenic Caribbean
coastline in the country's worst
natural disaster in 50 years, au-
thorities said Thursday. reports
Reuters. :

The downpours created -
ing rivers that swept thro
poor districts in the city of six
million people, destroying

} hundreds of ramshackle homes

and turni tourist beaches
into ugly fields of thick. nox-
fjous mud strewn with three
trunks.

The Tgral death toll was

io hlgher .

"Al least 100 people are dead
in Caracas, 100 are missing and
3.200 peoﬂlc are homeless." d?r

mor Herman Gruber :
fatalities were in addition
to at least 37 ple confirmed

dead Wednesday in the coastal
state of Vargas.
"A y of this magnitude

has not occurred in Venezuela

in 50 years,” President Hugo
Chavez said as he toured the
disaster area in Vargas, just
north of Caracas.

"There are dozens of people
dead., missing, thousands of
homeless.” he told the Venevi-
sion television channel,
that he would provide fuller fig-
ures later.

International
airport closed

Wl_?er;t hit wer:ﬂ lﬂh;nty towns
perc precariously on s
mountainsides where on le
of the capital's residents live.

"The Banding neighbour-
bood was prm:tiﬁly destroyed.
There are a lot of people
trapped... hundreds of A
The water swept away
neighbo ." said Luis
artinez, head of the

Wltm police motorized I
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Two residents of h'nlum area of Los Erasos on the fringe of Caracas, Venezuela walk by

debris and a mud-covered car that were swept by flood waters Thursday following
torrential rains. Local officials report that dozens of people have been killed in the capital

and in eight states nationwide while thousands have been left homeless.

' —AFP photo
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BJP leader

Sharma dead

NEW DELHI, Dec 17: A sen jor
Hindu politician and the vi ce-
president of Prime Mini ster
Atal Behari vajgayce'_s nat jon -
alist BJP party died of an 'near
attack today, an official sajg4,
reports :

Krishan Lal Sharmvi, 7’5,
who started his political car eer
as a member of the rnilit ant
Rashtriya Swayamseva's Szingh
(National Volunteer Corps) , was
taken to a New Delhi hos;pital
after he complained of chest
pain and died early teiday, party
spokesman JP Mathrur aa.k:l.

Sharma, a bachelor, was
elected twice to the lowe r house
during the last t'wo e'jections
from his New Dellai con-
stituency.

"His death has commne: as a bolt
from the blue. | met him last
night and we were to raeet today

_also. | cannot believve that he is

no more.” Vajpayee sziid.

Indonesia '‘won’t
break up: Wahid

JAKARTA, Dec 17 : Indone-
sian President Abdurrahman
Wahid today re:ssed his con-
fidence -that the: country will
not break up and| called on his
country not to vrorry about the
rising tide of separatism in
Aceh and Irian Jaya provinces.
reports AFP.

'l don't think we are under
threat of a break-up. If you have
that feeling, chase If away *
Wahid said in a Friday prayer
sermon at the state palace.

The president said there was
growing opposition to sepa-
ratism in Aceh, a resource-rich
region in the northern tip of
Sumatra {sland, and talks with
the secessionist movement were
underway.

"As for Iran Jaya, it's not so
difficult to solve as long as we
hold dialogues together." he
said.

Aceh and’lrian Jaya, a min-
eral-rich province in eastern
Indonesia. have seen rising
calls for independence after
East Timor voted to sever its
links with Indonesia.

US, Germany agree
on $ 5.6 b fund for

Nazi slaves

BERLIN, Dec 17 : The differ-
ent parties involved in the ne-
Fmiatin compensation for
ormer Nazi slave labourers of-
ficially agreed on Friday on a
sum of 10 billion marks (5.6
billion euros, dollars) for the
victims. US negotiator Deputy
Treasury Secretary Stuart
Eizenstat said here. reports
AFP.

It was the first the time 10
billlon mark figure was offi-
cially confirmed, though it has
been widely talked about in re-
cenl days by lawyers negotiat-
ing for a settlement.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright said a
US-German agreement on com-

nsating former Nazi slave
abourers would take the two
couniries’ relations to a new
height.

e agreement under which
German government and indus-
iry is to pay 10 billion marks
(5.17 billion dollars, 5.06 bil-
lion euros) "will take US-Ger-
man relations to new heights ir |
the new millennium.”

"Enormous credit is due (o
the brilliant efforts of Cou pt
Lambsdorflfl and negotiat 5rs
from all the countries and ’ par.
ties involved,” she said a’ pout
gerir_nan negotiator Otto La mbs-

orif.

G& ministers
hold talk.s

BERLIN. Dec 17 : Foreign
ministers of the Gre,up of Eight
(GG8) leading inciustrialised
countries met in Berlin today
for discussions riominated by
the war that Russia is waging on
Chechnya, reptrts AFP.

They werre due to hear from
Knut Volleback of Norway, the
current chairman of the Organ-
isation for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (OSCE), who
returned Thursday from a mis-
sion to the Northern Caucasus
region.

Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov for his part was due

to defend Moscow's drive
against "terrorists” in the
breakaway republic and its on-
slaught on the capital Grozny.

Russia's partners in the G8
grouping have  sharply disap-
proved of the Russian attitude
during the military operations
towards the civilian popula-
tion. which has been warned to
leave the city.

Mandela kicks off
plan to clean up

world's slums

BERLIN, Dec 17: The United
Nations and the World Bank got
down to work on Thursday on
an ambitious project under the
patronage of Nelson Mandela to
tackle urban poverty and im-
prove living conditions for up
to 100 million slum dwellers,
reports Reuters.

The former South African
president said the number of
people living in cities was pro -
jected to double to 5.1 billion by
2030, and 98 per cent of the new
urban population would be in
developing countries.

"There will consequently be
a massive increase in the num g
ber of urban centres, includ
mega-cities, in the developi
world,” Mandela said in speéc
in Berlin at the inaugural meet -
ing of the Cities Alliance pro-
ject.

"In a l'i_im: when the r:laglmv
ships o owing inequalit
henﬁ:m th:irru:lu'th gngl%th mg
major global con-
mmc:rn.th!! urham}onaﬂnn in the
developing world assumes even
more pressing dimensions,” he
said and promised he would ac-

tively monitor the programme.



