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Seize the Dialogue

Tis painful for us that on an occasion like the Vic-
tory Day when a triumphant feeling should be the

unalloyed mood of the nation we are having

to

strike a cynical note. Let's say this to our political
leaders: We don't see any light at the end of the tun-
nel, Please show us some light before it is too late,

before we write off your capacity

for political recon-

ciliation, an issue which is basically of your mak-
ing which you must solve yourselves as a matter of
supreme obligation to the popular aspirations gen-

erated by
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The very purpose behind the municipal election

which is the delivery
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people will be defeated. The question therefore is,
must we persist in accomplishing the rituals of
democracy rather than the substance of it.

Whenever this axiomatic truth was ignored in the
past the government of the day suffered, not only the
backlash internally but also loss of face abroad. In
fact, the government's capacity to function dimin-
ishes with each such election, to say nothing of the
damage inflicted on the democratic system itself.

Having concluded that the current stalemate has
all the makings of an irreversible dead-end in na-
tional politics we counsel the government and the
opposition to immediately engage themselves in a
dialogue process. In fact, so desperate is the situa-
tion that our instant advice to the opposition would
be to seize the flicker of an opportunity for talks be-
ing just about kindled by AL leader Mohd. Nasim at
the instance of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

We have some specific suggestions to offer by way

of buﬂdin%{
thrown in

upon the new prospect for a dialogue
)y the Prime Minister, who in a happy co-
incidence, has also been invited to an Iftar party

be-

ing given by opposition leader Begum Zia. Either the

Prime Minister or the AL Secreta
write to her or his counterpart in

General should
e BNP offering a

dialogue in concrete terms. Since the Prime Minis-
ter Uis on record having said that she was open to
talks on any agenda and at any time and place.” all

tremendous pride in
today's ‘Uictorg Day.
Twenty-eight years back we
won our liberation war, with
the assistance of the Indian
people and its armed forces. We
recall with gratitude the
sacrifice of our three million
martyrs-civilians and freedom
fighters who were killed by the
Pakistani army in one of the
worst cases of genocide in the
post-Second World War period.
We gratefully acknowledge the
sacrifice of the 4,000 Indian
soldiers who laid down their
lives to help us in liberating our
country. We recall with pride
the courage and determination
of our freedom fighters.
However there is a tinge of
sadness in our celebrations to-
day. The question that is tear-
ing us from within is what have
we done with 28 years of our in-
dependent existence? More
than a quarter of century is not,
an insignificant span of time.
What has happened to all the
promises we made to our people
and to ourselves? No more
colonial I;:4:}'.:'.'-«::'5. to blame. No
more Pakistani oppression to
blame. We have been the proud
owners of a free and indepen-
dent country. We have fought
against the British and then
against the Pakistanis on the
basis of certain principles. We
shared our dreams with our
people when we urged them to
join the anti-colonial struggle
in the pre-partition days and
the freedom struggle in the six-
lies and seventies. Whatever
happened to those dreams?

THERE is boundless joy and

. Have we redeemed the promises

we made to our younger genera-
ton? Are our poor and the de-
prived any better off than they
were under the oppressors? Is it
the only difference that now
they suffer and beg for survival
in independent Bangladesh in-
stead ol the oppressed East Pak-
Istan or colonised Bengal?
These are the questions we must
ask today and be courageous
enough to answer and not hide
under convenient rhetoric.

For those of us who had the
honour and privilege of bein
reedom fighters, this day 2
years ago marked the culmina-
lion of {wo sets of magnificent

VICTORY DAY SPECIAL

By Mahfuz Anam

At the doorstep of the 21st Century, when the rest of the world is preparing itself
to welcome the wonders of information and biotechnological revolutions, we are
retreating back into a medieval mind-set in which the only thing we seem to know
is how to destroy rather than create, bring disharmony in place of co-operation,
intensify rivalry instead of working together, indulge in propaganda and rhetoric
instead of seeking knowledge and truth. We are moving towards
self-defeat rather than self-regeneration.

dreams. One set of dreams was

of freeing our motherland. Of
living in a country which will
be our own. Nobody to tell us
that we cannot speak in our
mother tongue. Nobody to tell
us which songs we can sing and
which we cannot and how our
women should dress. The other
set of dreams dealt with build-
ing our country in democracy
and social equality so that the
whole world would look up and
say, yes the Bangall nation, af-
ter centuries of subservience
and exploitation. has finally
arrived. 1 was recruited in the
second batch of commissioned
officers of the wartime
Bangladesh Army during the
last months of the war, and was
still in training in an army
camp in India when we heard
the news of Pakistani surren-
der. It had been a nerve-wreck-
ing wait for the nearly fifty of
us over the proceeding few days.
Will there be a massive resis-
tance at Dhaka? Will our beau-
tiful Dhaka city (at that time it
was unbelievably so] be de-
-stroyed by the Pakistanis as a
parting act of vengeance? Will
our parents and loved ones be
alive if there is a do-or-die fight
in the capital city? These anx-
ious questions made us glued to
the radio for every bit of news.
The announcement of surren-
der of the Pakistani army elec-
trified our spirit and filled us
with joy and happiness that we
had never felt in our lives be-
lore or since. The sense of relief
and of pride made everyone of
us cry like children. With tears
rolling down our cheeks like
streams of joy we shouted Joy
Bangla over and over again
hugging and embracing all who

were near us. We started singing
Amar Sonar Bangla sponta-
neously and kept on si for
hours without Etﬂppin%ﬁ ud-
denly we became aware that our
Swadhin Sonar Bangla was a
reality and that centuries old
dream of the Bengalis had fi-
nally become a reality. A mag-
nificent pride swept through us
in the realisation that we were
now free, and were citizens of an
independent country, and was

equal to all ofher free and inde--

pendent people of the world,
Words fai? me to express what
feelings we had on that day and
in the days that followed. It was

a dream come true like no other
dream we ever had or would
have.

It is hard to recreate today
the spirit, the joy, the happi-
ness, the pride, the sense of
achievement, the elevated self-
esteem and the overwhelming
sense of glory of that day, and of
the period of years that fol-
I weg A significant part of that
exquisite feeling still remains.
But our glorious achievement
stands burdened with the
knowledge that while one set of
our dreams had been fulfilled
on this day 28 years ago, we
have miserably failed to realise
the other set of our dreams -
that of building our Seonar
Bangla.

Why have we failed? The
biggest frustration of the pre-
sent time is that each of us will
have a different answer to that
question, depending on which
side of the political divide we
belong to. Most of us have lost
the capacity to take a compre-
hensive view of things, accepts
facts for what they are and not
try to manipulate them like soft

clay to be shaped to suit our
convenient versions of history.
When we complain today of his-
tory being distorted most often
we mean "My role has not been
gloried enough”™. When that is
done because we have come to
power, our complain ceases and
is taken up by another who fol-
lows to political power and is
able to effect changes in the of-
ficial versions of things. That is
how we respect history. Our
shortcomings are many, but the
biggest and the most debilitat-
ing one is our incapacity to
identify the causes of our fail-
ure with some element of objec-
tivity and sincerity. We seem to
think that truth has no rele-
vance, Facts are playthings for
us to be used when it suits us
and to be set aside when it does
not. We seem to believe that if
we are sufficient in number,
and if we can shout our beliefs
with vigour and consistency
over a period of time then it ac-
quires the status of facts, and in
time becomes history. Other-
wise, how can there be so much
differences and so many diver-
gent views about our liberation
war, and about who did what
and when? Why should it be so

difficult to establish facts? But
unfortunately in our case, it is.
Yes, there has been some delib-

erate and planned distortion of

our history. These were done to
suit the political and ideologi-
cal purposes of certain well-
known forces that opposed ev-
ervthing we ever did for the in-
terest of our people. They op-
posed the Language Movement
of '52, the 21-point programme

~ of the Jukta Front in '54, anti-

Ayub struggle in the late fifties
and early sixties, the six-point

our respective heroes tru
deserved then we would have

prl.:lgrammc of Bangabandhu,
and later the 11-point move-
ment of the students in mid-,
and late-sixties. Finally these
forces opposed our Liberation
War, and till today have not ut-
tered a single word of apology
for their role during '71. How-
ever the tragedy is that distor-
tions have not confined to
these hands alone. When our
chances came we did not show a
very generous attitude towards
those who were not our particu-
lar heroes. We had our own ver-
sions and prejudices. When oth-
ers had lied. we were of course
telling the truth but selectively
so. Ours was not the whole
truth, and constituted a special
type of distortion that came

through selective emphasis and,

deliberate omission. -
This playing with history,
and some sort of fundemental
disregard for truth, lies at the
root of many of our political
problems of today. This politi-
cal culture must be changed.
one of the offshoot of our de-
structive political culture is the
refusal by our two political.par-
ties to acknowledge the rightful
place of its two leaders, and the
constant attempt to
one's own hero and denigrate
that of the other. This has
caused so much bitterness in

our politics. If history was al-

lowed the necessary freedom to
make its own judgement and
assign whatever rightful place
fully

solved this rivalry long time
ago. But as we said before, when
facts are mere playthings his-
tory is confused with propa-
ganda. In such circumstances
truth stands banished and logic

glorify |

Vi Day’s call: Change our political culture

is confused with brute force. So
where do we go on from here? At

the doorstep of the 2ist Cen-
tury, when the rest of the vorid
is preparing itsell to welcome
the wonders of information and
biotechnological revoliiions,
we are retreating back into a
medieval mind set in which the
only thing we seem to know is
how to destroy rather than cre-
ate. bring disharmony in place
of co-operation. intensify ri-
valry instead of working to-
gether, indulge in L{:m aganda
and rhetoric instea ufp secking
knowledge and truth. We are
moving towards self-defeat
rather than self-regeneration.

Our only chance of moving
away from the present stran-
glehold of poverty is to change
our present political culture. We
proiess to serve the II;‘m:»;:rlt but
in realit?- exploit them most
ruthlessly under one conve-
nient slogan after another. We
must realise that what we are
indulging in today is dead-end
politics. There is no light at the
end of the political tunnel into
which we seem to have been
thrown. Please take lessons
from other countries. They are
progressing because their lead-
€rs are joining hands with their
uﬁpuncnts for the betterment of
their nation as a whole. Take
the recent peace in Ireland. Or
the grand compromise worked
out between the Blacks and the
Whites in South Africa. Nearer
home take the case of Cambodia
where two opposing forces, who
took up arms against one an-
other, are now in the govern-
ment. Most recently in Indone-
sia Magawati emerged as by far
the most popular leader of the
country. Yet she agreed to the
second position because that
brought greater unity among all
the democratic forces. We are
not the only the country in the
world practising democracy
with two bitter opponents.
There are plenty of ntgers‘ But
for the good of the people they
do make compromises. Why is
people’s welfare so remote from
the mind of our leaders? In the
name of the martyrs we appeal
to all our leaders, please change
the present political culture
that is driving us to the very
brink of disaster,

the demands that the opposition are pressing for
should stand included in the list, no questions
asked. Here we urge the opposition not to give any
preconditions to their presence at the talks. We
readily endorse the opposition's demand for elec-
loral reform, espﬂciaﬁy clection tribunal reform
which brooks no delay whatsoever as we see it. But
on their clamour for resignation of the government L
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who used to listen to our elders
with admiration, are no longer
mesmerised by what our fathers
did during the war.

However, we still do wonder,
but with “disbeliel”, at our older
generation’s nonchalant atti-
tude towards the spirit of inde-
pendence. An attitude of mo-
tionless submision towards ev-

slock of our past follies, present
stalus and future plans. Today
alter twenty-eight years of in-
dependent polity, where are we?
What have our leaders given us
in lterms of absolute
“independence ? Aren't we still
grappling with poverty. low
growth rate, illiteracy and lack

would be quite different from
what we have known till now.
What is more. most of the
problems today seem beyond
control. But most of us are not
in the driver's seat. Most are
expecting someone else to do the
work for us. This is unfortu-
nate. The importance of the

possible lines to West Pak-
tstan.”

and the Sind, are likely to in-

there could be violence and dis-

meeting between himself and

Prime Minister and President

tragedy. Lip service was paid 1o

ing peace with Pakistan. But
will Pakistan give up its cease-

cepted by the other side. It is for

mclear-powered airerall “ear-
fer Enterprise, to go 1o the Bay

Hhe naval move ™

The

question that awaits answer

by Nazrul Islam
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war of liberation. it was a vic-
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