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Francis Tyson's
British foe

LONDON, Dec 14 (Reuters):
British heavyweight champion
Julius Francis was confirmed
on Tuesday as Mike Tyson's op-
ponent for the former world
champion's first fight in
Britain on January 29.

Tyson, 33, is trying to resur-
rect his career after he was
banned for biting Evander
Holyfield's ear in their 1997
world title fight.

He last agpeared in the ring
on October 23 when his come-
back fight against Orlin Norris
was ruled a no-contest. Tyson

unched Norris after the bell

d sounded for the first r-und.

In his only previous fight
outside the United States, Dou-

as lost his title to James
uster” Douglas in Tokyo in
1990

The fight against *35-year-
old Francis is scheduled for
Manchester.

Asked about

tactics.

"He feels pain and he bleeds
just like anyone. Let the best
man win."

'lzggn‘s American promoter
Jay kin told a news confer-
ence the fight was being staged
in England to avoid "the dark-
ness and anger that has sur-
rounded previous fights".

L ]
Rafter unveils
his book
SYDNEY, Dec 14: Two-time
US Open champion Pat Rafter
says he's prepared to sacrifice
world rankings and disregard
ATP tour rules next season in a

bid to help Australia retain the
Davis Cup, reports Al",

Rafter, who was recovering
from shoulder surgery when
Mark Philippousis guided the
Aussies to last week's Davis Cup
final triumph against France.

said missing the decider in Nice
prompted a rethink of his:

‘comeback schedule.

"Missing the final, you re-
alise how important Davis Cup
tennis is and where | want to
be.” said the 26-year-old former
World No 1 at the launch Mon-
day of his book: "Rocket to the
Top — on the road with Patrick
Rafter."

"I would have liked to have
been part of (Australia's cam-
paign) more," said Rafter, who
is hitting balls in practice and
is on target for a January come-
back.

He underwent surgery on his
right shoulder in October after

ulling out of the New York
ournament in August follow-
ing an injury plagued six
months. He also missed the
chance to defend his US Open ti-
tle and Australia’s Davis Cup
semifinal against Russia.

Rafter said he had "every
evenl penciled in” next year-but
would- monitor his fitness be-
fore deciding whether or not to
play in any tournament, despite
new ATP rules which require
top-ranked players to compete
in the nine events which com-
prise the Masters series.

"The ranking doesn't mean
anything to me next year. |
don't like where (the ATP) have
put the tournaments,” Rafter
said. "And if | went (overseas) I
would find myself being injured
or trying to chase points and it's
not worth it."

Aussie Open
admission fee
reduced

MELBOURNE, Dec 14: Aus-
tralian Open organisers on
Tuesday dropp admission
prices for the January 17-30
Grand Slam event after reveal-
ing that a new indoor court
would not be completed in time,
reports AP, :

Tennis Australia president
Geoff Pollard made an inspec-
tion of the new 1C,000-seat in-
door facility at Melbourne Ten-
nis Centre before announcin
that the "ambitious project” o
completing construction before
next month's Australian Open
had "Been defeated by time con-
straints.”

The 65 million Australian
dollar (41 million US) stadium
has a retractable roof and re-
tractable seating and was ex-
pected to be an alternative to
center court as an indoor venue
on the site.

Marseille fans
go berserk

MARSEILLE. France, Dec 14:
Furious fans of ailing French
fnntballlngh giants Marseille
went on the rampage at the
team's training ground here on
Monday damaging players cars
and manhandling several
members of the team, reports
AFP.

The fans. who watched in
disbelief as Marseille went
down 5-1 to newly-promoted St
Etienne on Sunday leavin
them eighth in the table 1

ints off leaders Monaco. also

red smoke bombs onto the
rool of the training centre.

The supporters, who had
been invited to a meeting with
club directors and players,
damaged the cars of captain
Robert Pires and defender Se-
bastien Perez and then jostled
several fﬂay‘frﬁ. singling out
Pires lellow World Cup winner
Fhrlstnphr Dugarry in particu-
ar

Marseille. who won the 1993
European Cup before being rele-
gated because of a match fixing
scandal. are currently undergo-
ing the most traumatic season
since the end of the Bernard
Tapie era.

They are bottom of their
Champions League group. under
investigation over fraud allega-
tions involving transfers and

wl}h little hope of winning the
title.

; Tyson's record
of dirty tactics, Francis replied:
"l know how to get down and
dirty. I'm not going to let Tyson
intimidate me with his dirty

LONDON, Dec 14:
Marc Overmars
scored one goal
and set up two
imore as Arsenal
survived a first
half scare to down
Division Two Blackpool 3-1 on
Monday and reach the fourth
Rﬂpuml of the FA Cup, reports

There were fears that Arse-
nal, a seven-time FA Cup win-
ner, might join the lfour other
Premier League clubs already
eliminated from the competi-
tion when Blackpool levelled in
the first half for 1-1. But second
half goals by Tony Adams and
Overmars made sure that Ar-
senie Wenger's team made |i.

In another third round
gamr, Southamption scored a |-

win al Ipswich.

Without Dennis Bergkamp.
David Seaman, Patrick Vieira,
Martin Keown and Nigel Wiot-
nerburn because of injuries, the
Gunners fielded a weakened
lineup but still took the lead
midway through the first half
against Blackpool when Gilles
Grimandi fired home from 20
yards [rom a pass by Overmars.

Overmars hails Arsenal out

, But Blackpool, st ruggling
near the foot of Division Two,
hitback with an equalizer seven
iminutes before half time when
the unmarked Phil Clarkson
turned home a cross from Paul
Beesley to silence the Arsenal
faithful at Highbury.

~ The Gunners were back in
front in the 65th minute after a
period of strong pressure when
Adams fired home from close
range [rom. another pass by
Overmars. And the Dutch
winger added a third in tnljur}r
time to ensure that Arsenal are
al home to Hereford or Leicester
in the fourth round.

At Portman Road, veteran
Wales player-manager Mark
Hughes, wﬁu remains a Saint
until the end of the season,
missed the target with a header
[rom unli,; six yards [meters)
midway through the first half,

Southampton went into the
game with no goals from four
games and had gone out ol the
FA Cup at the first attempt for
the past four seasons. But de-
lender Dean Richards gave the
Saints some hope with a headed

oalkﬁve minutes before the
reak. \

— AFP photo

Richards also headed
against the crossbar in the sec-
ond half as Southampton
earned a visit o Astonvilla for
a place in round four.

The big upsets of the third
round were Derby losing 1-0 at
home to Division Two Burnley,
Division Two Wrexham's 2-1
ousting of Middlesbrough, West
Ham's ‘1-0 loss at Division One
Tranmere and Watford's loss at
home to Birmingham.

" The two surviving non-
league teams., Hereford and
Rushden and Diamonds, were
in the fourth round draw al-
though they haven't-yet ad-
vanced from the third round.

Hereford held Premier
League Leicester to a 0-0 tie and
Rushden and Diamonds gained
a 1-1 tie at Division One
Sheflield United and both must
replay next week,

Other replays outstanding
after the weekend games are
Newcastle-Tottenham, whe tied
1-1 at White Hart Lane on Sun-
day. Everton-Exeter. Luton-
Fulham, Torquay-Queens Park
Rangers. Plymouth-Reading,
Gillingham-Walsall, Black-
burn-West Bromwich Albion
and Oxford-Nottingham Farest.

- LBEDS, England.
Dec 14: Leéds
Uinited's FA Cup
hero Eirik Bakke
said on Monday
he will have no
complaints if he is dropped by
manager David O'Leary despite
scoring both goals in the 2-0
victory at home to Port Vale,
reports AFP.

The Norwegian Under-21
midfielder does not expect to
become a regular in the Leeds
side just because his first goals
for the club on Sunday earned
the Yorkshire club a fourth
round tie away to Manchester
City.

Bakke has started the last
four games because of David
Batty's calf injury but if the
England international is fit for
Wednesday's League Cup clash
with Leicester then he will
happily step aside.

The 22-year-old, who ar-
rived at Leeds in a 1.75 millien
pound (2.8 million dollar) move

Celtic set to
sign Brazilian
defender

RIO DE JANEIRO, Dec 14:
Brazilian defender Rafael Fe-
lipe Scheidt is to sign with Scot-
tish Premier League side Celtic
for six million dollars. sources
at his club Gremio said Tues-
day, reports AFp.

The 24-year-old defender
will complete the signing aflter
undergoing a medical exama-
tion Tuesday, the sources said.
Scheidt. made his debut for
Porto Alegre-based Gremio in
1994 and spent one season in
Japan before returning to
Brazil where he was called up
for the national team squad.
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‘I'm delighted to score the
two goals and hopefully | can
keep gnin%,“ he said after
clinching a fourth-round trip to
Manchester City.

"But we will see what hap-
pens - Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
scored four for Manchester
United and I don't know if he
will keep his place.

"l have to take the chance the
boss has given me. but Batts is
important for the team and
hopefully he will be back on
Wednesday because he is good
for the team.

"We have a big squad and we
win matches together. If I don't
play on Wednesday and the
manager decides to play Batts
or someone else, that's okay.

"Its good that we have a big
squad like this and if we are to
go on in all the cups and in the
‘eague, we need a big squad.”

Batly was injured against
Southampton at the end of last
month and O'Leary insists he
does not know when he will re-
turn.

"l couldn't say," he said. "He
just wasn't right for Port Vale
and he will be right when he's
right."

Premiership leaders Leeds
are chasing sginr}r on four fronts
and Wednesday's match against
Leicester at Filbert Street will
be their third cup tie in six days.

Bakke is determined that
Leeds keep their juggling act go-
ing and said: "I'm looking for-
ward to the match on Wednes-
day.

“It's an important match.
We've won iwo cup games so far
and now we want to win the
third one as well."

Bakke's father Svein, who

]';npu,ﬁtant'- Fha’n; any

" has just taken over as Wimble-

don's chief executive, was at El-

@‘:&m :

to clear up a knee injury. re-

calasbads
Mid Road: to~watcH -his.&on's
idn-nl-the-match! performanca
against Porl Vale,

Bakke senior joked that he
was not there to try and buy
Eirik. who said: "No, I don’t
think so. He was just there 1o
walch.”

Fingers crossed
for Guppy

LEICESTER, England, Dec
14: Leicester City manager
Martin O’ Neil on Monday said
midflelder Steve Guppy could
face an anxious wait to discover
whether he needs an operation

ports AFP.

O'Neill is concerned that the
30-year-old could be missing
for some time if surgery is the
only answer to a problem which
troubled Gu;:lr‘p}r in the FA cup
game at Hereford on Saturday.

It would also be a blow for
England because Guppy is one of
the few left-sided players avail-
able to Kevin Keegan as he pre-
pares for Euro 2000.

"Steve is to undergo some
checks but it looks at the mo-
ment as if he might need a carti-
lage operation,” O'Neill admit-
ted.

"That would see him out for a
lengthy spell just when we need
him most."

In the short term, Guppy is a
doubt for Wednesday's league
cup clash with Leeds and Satur-
day's Premiership home game
against Derby.

"Steve is to undergo some
checks but it looks at the mo-
ment as if he might need a carti-
lage operation,” O'Neill admit-
ted.

"That would seee him out for
a lengthy spell just when we
need him most.”

Italian Cup

Onus o

-

. MILAN, Dec 14:
8 Soccer fans in the
Lombard capital
risk losing either
or both of their
Italian Cup hope-
fuls tlus week. as AC and Inter
Milan prepare to enter a third
round minefield. reports AFP.
Both sides risk missing out
on a place in the quarter-finals,
a fit punishment after they were
found guilty of complacency a
fortnight ago.

AC Milan. the reigning Serie
A champions, were cruising to a
2-1 away win over Second Divi-
sion neighbours Atalanta when
slack delending and 2 late col-
lapse saw them slump to a hu-
miliating 3-2 defeat

A single goal on Tuesday
night would enough to see
Alberto Zaccheroni's men
through on the away goais rule,
but Atalanta are riding high in
the promotion zone of the Serie
B and could well earn a draw.
Inter also shot themselves in
the footl alter taking a 2-0 con-
vincing lead over Bologna at
San Siro.

n Milan giants

Nicola Ventola, the striker
who Inter offloaded last sum-
mer, was allowed to head a pre-
cious late away goal for Bolo
after goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi
made a rare error of judgement.

The two sides have already
met six times in this calendar
year, with Bologna winning
lour times and Inter twice.

AS Roma also risk an early
exit -- the top eight Serie A clubs
all got a bye into this round --
after losing 1-0 at home to
perennial relegation strugglers
Piacenza.

An upset is not on the cards
though for league leaders Lazio,
who put on a miserable perfor-
mance as they drew 1-1 with
second division Ravenna.

Lazio haven't lost an Italian
Cup tie at home since December
1995 and they are unlikely to
start now, against a club who
have never reached the quarter-
finals in their eptire history.

On a ngstalgic note. the once
great Napoli will be making
their exit on Thursday after los-
ing 3-1 at home to Juventus a

fortnight ago.

Outclassed in terms of skill,
Napoli did live up to the expec-
tations of a 70,000 crowd at the
San Paolo in téerms of sheer
heart and commitment.

Two other tournament
favourites, holders Parma and
Champions League challengers
Fiorentina need to turn around
1-0 away defeats after un t-
edly losing to Cagliari and Pe-
rugia respectively.

dinese should meanwhile
be bounced out the competition
after a 3-0 defeat to lowly
Venezia.

ITALIAN CUP 3RD ROUND,
2ND LEG TIES:

Tuesday

AC Milan v Atalanta
Wi

Bologna v Inter Milan
Fiorentina v Perugia
Piacenza v AS Roma
Lazio v Ravenna
Parma v Cagliari
Udinese v Venezia
Thursday

Juventus v Napoli
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Eng-Ger match

UEFA won’t
L]
change kick-off
L
time

LONDON, Dec 14: UEFA, Eu-
ropean football's governing
body, on Monday ruled out any
change to the kick-off time for
England's Euro 2000 match
against Germany in June de-
spite fears of possible trouble.
reports AFPF.

The game in Charlergi, Bel-
gium, on June 17 is due to start
at 8.45pm local time and Bel-
f{ian organisers have already
aunched a security review.

UEFA insist the kick-off
time cannot be changed and are
confident their security ar-
rangements will cope with any
potential trouble.

A UEFA spokeswoman said:
“The draw is the draw and we
are sticking to it. The kick-off
time cannot be changed.

‘All matches in the Euro-
pean Championships have the
same risk and we are not mak-
ing a special case for any of
them."

There are no flights out
scheduled for after the match
and local accommodation for
the thousands of fans is limited.

Jacques van Gompel, the
mayvor ol Charleroi, said: "We
will have to review all our secu-
rity measures.,

‘It's the match people are
dreading. I've said alFaIung that
we will need extra assistance.”

According to the Press Asso-
ciation, the FSA (Football Sup-
porters’ Association) are con-
cerricd over the possibility of
trouble occurring between rival
fans and will visit Charleroi on
a lact-finding mission.

Euro 2000
Germany’s
warm-up
matches

BERLIN, Dec 14 (AFP): Ger-
many pre-Euro 2000 warm-up
matches announced on Mon-
day:

Feb 23 - Netherlands in Am-
sterdam

Mar 29 - Croatia in reh

Apr 26 - Switzerland in
Kaiserslautern (Ger)

June 3 - team and venue to
be announeced :

June 8 - Liechtenstein in
Freiburg |Ger)

Nielsen may
take over

Israel

COPENHAGEN, Dec 14:
Former Denmark and Finland
coach Richard Moller Nielsen
said Monday he is in the frame
oy succeed Schlomo Scharf as
coach of the’ Israeli national

-.'-"?iHi*. Teports H.F"p_-'- TRINED.

"I Will meet the president of
the [sraeli federation‘in Geneva
on Tuesday and we will discuss
the possibility of working to-
ieFlfljf:r.“ Mn]Kzr Nielsen told

It will be a first informal
meeting at the Israeli federa-
tion's initiative. We will talk
about plans for the Israeli team
and its perspectives for the fu-
ture,

"It's possible I would be in-
terested in this new challenge,”
said Moller Nielsen, who led the
Danes to the European Cham-
pionship title in 1992.

Lama leaving
PSG

PARIS, Dec 14: Former
French international pgoal-
keeper Bernard Lama is set to
leave championship-chasing
Paris St Germain after the
1999-2000 season, reports AFP.

LLama, who had asked for a
contract extention, will instead
be allowed to leave the club. of-
ficials said Monday.

The PSG decision to free the
36-year-old was announced by
deputy president Laurent Per-
pere after talks with coach
Philippe Bergeroo and sporting
director Jean-Luc Lamarche.

PSG are anxious to give a
chance to current number two

oalkeeper Dominique

asagrande, who has been un-
happy playing in Lama’'s
shadow.

PSG's statement said 1hat
Lama had played “exceplioi-
ally” so far this season, bul
would be free to pursue his wish
to end his career in Brazil.

PSG are currently second in
the French championship,
three points behind leaders
Monaco.

Rangers after
Tugay

GLASGOW, Dec 14: Glasgow
Rangers on Monday are report-
edly on the verge of signing
Turkish international mid-
fielder Kerimoglu Tugay on a
free transfer under the Bosman
Ruling, reports AFP.

According to Press Associa-
tion reports the Galatasaray
star was in Glasgow and looks
set to sign a pre-contract
agreement with the Scottish
champions.

The 29-year-old midfielder
could be the first of several new
signings at Ibrox as Rangers bid
to bounce back from the disap-
pointment of another European
exit before Christmas after the
narrow UEFA Cup defeat to
Borussia Dortmund last week.

Manager Dick Advocaat
made it clear after the dramatic
penalty shoot-out exit in Dort-
mund that he felt a number of
his current squad do not have
what it takes to perform at the
highest level.

Should Tugay agree to sign,
he would join at the end of the
season as he is contracted to the
Istanbul club until then.

MILAN, Dec 14: A
bitter Roberto
Baggio fired a
hroadside at his

e
—
——

. Lippi on Tuesday,
claiming he had broken his

promise to give him a regular
lirst-team slot at Inter Milan,
reports AFP.

Baggio, who has hardly been
seen this season, told the
Gazzetta dello Sport that he
wanis a fresh start alongside
Chﬂstfjan Vieri.

"l don't get to play ve
much,” he sai%l. "And Emg: lntrv.:]-';
are not in Europe, there are
even fewer opportunities to
show what | can do."

Baggio was thrown into the
fray on Sunday against Juven-
tus in the ?Blﬁ minute, in the
vain hope he could miracu-
lously turn around a 1-0 defeat.

"But that's just the point."” he
said. "There's only been one
man who performed miracles
and he was put on the cross.

"It's not easy for anyone to
come on for the last quarter of
an hour and show their true
worth a_l_nd maybe change the
course of a game,

"Unfortunately, I've only
made four appearances this
season and they've all been at
the end, and on three of those
occasions the team were losing."

Filling in the background,
Baggio said: "When he arrived at
Inter. Lippi told me 1 would
have a first-team place, because
he considered me an important
player.

'l then went on holiday to
Argentina, convinced I would
have a leading role in the sea-
son ahead.

"Obviously, things have
changed, for reasons | don't
kinnow and which | wouldn't

coach Marcello

wan! Lo discuss anyway because
Lippi is the coach and it's only
right that he makes the choices.

“All I'm saying today is that
if 1d known "then that I'd be
spending so much time on the
substitutes’ bench, | would have
accepted one of the many offers
that were made 1o me.”

e

........
e

ROBERTO BAGGIO

Looking back to similar ex-
periences, Baggio said: “The
sanme thing happened when
(Fabio) Capello came back to
coach AC Milan two years ago.

"With a great deal of honesty,
he made me understand that |
didn't fit into the club's plans,
S0, | went to Bologna and by
playing each week scored 22
goals and earned a place at the
World Cup finals.”

As for now, Baggio said: "Af-
ter the talk 1 had with Lippt I

aggio opens his mouth

was enthusiastic. But now I re-
alise that he has not kcpt his
promises and I can't say I've got
the same enthusiasm [ had last
sumimer."

The two men had already
parted company under cloud in
1995 when Lippi allowed Juven-
tus to ditch the striker, selling
him to AC Milan, in order to
make room for Alessandro Del
Piero.

As for confronting the prob-
lem. Baggio said: "I spoke to
L:igpi a month and a half ago
when | realised there was no
room for me. I asked him if
there was any chance of me
playing and he said that at that
time, the team couldn't cope
with having three men in at-
tack.”

"There were five strikers
then, because there was still
Ronaldo, but only two of them
got to play.”

'Ihuugl‘,-; Baggm’s future is un-
certain, the 32-year-old said he
would keep working hard at In-
ter's Appiano Gentile training
ground - "I go there to train, not
lo eat ice creams” - had no de-
sire to leave,

“I've changed cities and clubs
so many times in the past and |
don’'t want to create even more
problems for my family... 1
waril to stay at Inter because |
still think we can the league.”

And he summed up: "My
dream is to be in the starting
line-up, but not just for one or
two matches. The ideal would be
10, because that's the only way
someone can show their worth,
as I did at Bologna."

“Vieri seems to be the first
choice and ... I'd like to play
alongside him. He's really good
and we played together at the
Warld Cup and we didn't get on
at all hadfy."

MILAN. Dec 14
IAFP): Zinedine
Zidane may be
thrilled to be
Fla}ringl for a
: amous like club
Juvenius, hut the French star
made it clear on Tuesday that

he can't stand their Turin
home.
Zidane, whose return to

Zoff uneasy
about Turkey

MILAN, Dec 14: Italy coach
Dino Zoff has singled out
Turkey as the team he fears
most in Group B at next year's
European championships, re-
ports AFP.

The two countries were
linked with co-hosts Belgium
and Sweden after the draw in
Brugsels on Sunday. Zoff said
o ‘Mppday ,‘that he had ho
flgubts about which of the three
would provide the biggest-
headache,

I'm worried most of all
3?01_1!: Turkey,” he told state ra-

0.

“Turkish football is to be
feared and they have fans in ev-
ery corier of the world."

Zofl said he would be talking
to former Lazio and AS Roma
coach Zdenek Zeman, now at
Turkish club Fenerbahce, for
some tips. S

As lor Sweden, he said;
"They're a lot better than some
of the big name teams. They
came top of England's qualify-
ing group, which was a frighten-
ing one in itself."

* Though Italy were beaten 3-1
by BEIFIum just last month in a
friendly at Lecce, Zoff said:
"Belgium are the only oppo-
nents who I'm encour f::ljﬂy,
because we got a lot of things
wrong when we played them.
both in attack and in defence.

"But in the matches that
count, we are always different.”

Zofl is counting on his squad
to overcome a punishing end to
the Serie A season for the play-
ers, with some also likely to
involved in the final rounds of
the European Champions
League and UEFA Cup.

'l think that my players will
be able to dig down into their
last reserves of energy, as they
alwayss have done in the past,”
he said.

But the 1982 World Cup win-
ner added: "In June, the players’
physical conditional will be
lundamental, because if you
haven't got that. you can't have

Zidane sick o

form has helped Juventus be-
come joint leaders of Serie A.
also admitted that he made the
mistake of taking things too
easy after winning the World
Cup last year.

The man from Marseille was
linked with a move to Spain
last season, following reports
that he was an unhappy in
urin, an industrial POWer -
house that is long on economic
importance but often short on
charm.

“Turin is not my city, there's
no avoiding that.” he told re-
porters during a sponsors’ event
in Brussels.

Tm not saying that it is
ugly.” he claimed. “It's just that I
am used to living in sunlight,
not far from the sea. But it's
nothing to do with Juventus. il
not their problem if I'm not liv-
ing in my ideal city.

"I wear a Juventus shirt and

ZIDANE
that's the only thing that counts
for me.” he saicdl. They're team
colours that I'm thrilled to
wear, and that (Michel) Platini
wore before me.

"l was only a boy but [ still
remember his matches: it was
the Juventus of Trapattoni - the
same coach we will be facing on
Sunday in Florence”, he said,
referring to the forthcoming
clash with Fiorentina.

Juventus are now riding
high in the league after one o
their most disastrous seasons
on record. Coach Marcello
Lippi. who had privately asked
in vain to leave the club the
previous summer, quit In
February after a string of poor
riesulls and a [ew personality
clashes.

T didn’t expect us to be doing
so well at the moment,” he ad-
mitted. "Compared to last sea-

Turin

which has changed - now we
have a team spirit that's made
of steel,

"The players are more or less
the same as when Lippi was
here. But the confidence was
missing. We got into a down-
ward spiral ol defeats and we
started to have doubts about
ourselves, :

"It's not fair to accuse Lippi,
but perhaps he stayed a season
too long at Juventus.”

However, Zidane also
recognised his own share of the
blame for their poor perfor-
mance last time around.

"l suffered last year, there's
no denying it,” he said. "I
warited to take a rest after the
World Cup and I did: but I took
too much of a rest and that was
why | got it all wrong last sea-
son. | was bad.”

However, the fans have
largely stood by the quiet, re-
served Frenchman, who said:
IU's always gone well with 'the
supporters.

"Popularity Is a difficult
thing to cope with. But perhaps
when 1 don’t have it anymore,
I'll miss it."

(Gil comforts
Atletico

supprters

MADRID, Dec 14: Controver-
sial Atletico Madrid president
Jesus Gil promised on Monday
to reimburse around 200 of the
club’'s supporters who reacted
furiously after Sunday's 2-1
home defeat to Valencia - which
left them 16th in the table, re-
ports AFP,

“Those supporters who held
up the team at the dressing
room exil can come 1o the sta-
dium and I will give them back
their money."” said Gil. who was
also heckled by the fans.

The supporters held up the
players, who had to be given a

lice escort, as they tried to
eave the ground yelling "You're
just a bunch of mercenaries.”

Atletico, who have been
crowned Spanish champions
nine times, have won just five
of their 15 league matches this
season and are equal on points
with their bitter city rivals Real
- though they trail Real on goal
difference.

The 65-year-old Gil, who is
mayor of Marbella and heads
up the political party the Inde-
pendent Liberal Group, is cur-
rently under investigation for

dany tactics or organisation.’ son. it's above all the mentality alleged embezzlement.
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