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One shot
dead 1n
City

By Staff Correspondent

A 34-year-old man was

Preferentrial access to US market

Dhaka must open EPZs to

unions, says Holzman

Three alleged |

smugglers
shot dead

CHITTAGONG, Dec 14: Three

alleged smugglers were killed
and 17 others arrested after an

NICVD docs, nurses
barred from

overseas training

By Naimul Haq

Deat{] of Ruma

Gulshan police ask
Army EME Wing
to hand over
Maj Ashraf

unned down in front of the By Rafiq Hasan hour-long exchange of fire be- . . . By Staff Correspondent
%mrrican Express Bank at y q Fasin Cugast Guards and smug- Def}dng_a directive from Ehe . E'_nme hM'llms'uEiEr'l' 51‘"—’::‘;“ Gulshan police yesterday
Dilkusha adjacent to gate num- Preferential access to US ment prepares to build four new ment passed the Bangladesh lers near Sandwip Coast on | Prime Minister, the Directorate asihia, wilie visiuing € | asked the Commmandant of

ber four of Bangabhaban yes-

market will be a tough sell at

zones in Mongla, Syedpur, Ish-

Export Processing Zones Au-

onday night, reports UNB.

of Health Services is not allow-

NICVD last year, assured neces-

Electrical and Mechanical En-

' ' : " for the training and

terday evening. police said. home until Bangladesh opens wardi and Comilla. thority Act. Contraband goods worth Tk | ing doctors. nurses and techni sary funds ineering (EME) wing of

Th}:: dcad %.*;:sﬂ identified as nsn;xpmt prmﬁsmg zuné:; to The government considered The act formed the 1.31 crore were recovered from | cians -:::{ the National Institute askeq:jl officials concerned to re- angladesh to hand over
Din Islam alias Nishan. son of unions, the U.S. ambassador a plan to allow trade unions to Bangladesh Export Processin three engine boats. of Cardiovascular Diseases to lease it immediately, the Major Ashraful Haider for
Danesh Sardar. a resident of | said Monday. operate in zone factories after Zones Authority and suspend Sources said, with the ap- | 89 for overseas training. NICVD sources said. uestioning in connection with
KM Das Lane in Tikatuli, police John C. Holzman made the mounting pressure from the In- certain lab-pu; laws, including proach of cost guards, smug- sources alleged. Director of NICVD Prof M A the alleged suicide of his wife
and hospital sources said. statement during a meetin ternational Labour Organisa-  the worker's right to unionise, glers from the engine boats Offers of free training for  Zaman said in this regard he Qamrunnahar Ruma.

The incident took place | with Tofail Ahmed, minister of tion and the American Federa- in zone factories. opened indiscriminate fire. The | them in India were received wrote to Line Director of train- The request was made after
when Nishan was sitting beside | commerce and industry, ac- tion of Labour and Congress of The ILO and AFL-CIO argued smugglers were unloading con- | from Madras Medical Mission, ing service in health directorate police gathered some impor-

a road in front of the American
Express Bank after taking Iftari
at about 5:45 pm, sources said.

Two previously known per-
sons of the victim — identified
as Harun and Mukhles — called
him and started talking with
him in front of the bank.

The assailants numbering
about eight arrived on the spot
on board a micro-bus and fired
on Nishan indiscriminately. At
least six bullets hit his body in-
cluding eye. face and chest. hos-
pital sources said.

He died on the spot and the
killers drove-off. Relatives of
the dead identified seven of the

—m

alleged killers as Milon, Javed, |

Tipu, Nahid, Karim, Sardar
Babu and Jahangir — all be-
longs to Asif group.

The body was sent to Dhaka

cording to sources.

The government decided re-
cently not to allow trade union
in the zones, bowing to in-
vestors COIICErns.

Commerce ministry sources
said the government will meet
with zone investors next Sun-
day to discuss the issue. Holz-
man and Ahmed are also ex-
pected to attend.

The dispute over zone trade
unions comes as the govern-

Industrial Organisations.

The AFL-CIO wants the U.S.
overnment to cancel
angladesh’'s preferential ac-

cess to the market, granted b
the Generalised System of Pref-
erence (GSP). The AFL-CIO said
Bangladesh violated worker's
rights when it suspended labour
laws in the zones.

Before the government set up

the Chittagong Export Process-
ing Zone in 1980, the govern-

the suspensions were a gross vi-
olation of a worker's funda-
megntal right. :

However, the Bangladesh
ggvernment argued it had the

st interests of zone employees
at heart, even though it imposed
restrictions on unions.

For example. the authority
set the minimum wage of a non-
skilled worker at $20 per
month and provided guidelines

See page 11 col 8

traband goods, including for-
eign cigarette, from a ship.

The Coast Guards returned
fire in which three unidentified

smugglers were killed,

Some 17 smuggl
master carton cigarettes and
three boats were taken to cus-

ers with 468

tody. They were handed over to

the Port police.

A case was filed in this con-

nection.

Escorts Heart Institute and Re-
search Centre (Delhi) and
Apollo Hospital in Chennai.
But about 56.000 per head
was needed for doctors and
around Tk 42,000 for nurses
and technicians to cover their
travel and other expenses for a
six-month training,

The offers came in Septem:-
ber-November last year. Ten
doctors. nurses and technicians
could be |rained each time.

Prof Shah Munir Hossain last
year. but has not yet received
any response.

"“Techniques of cardiac
(heart} intervention and
surgery are developing almost
every week through research.
We lack such facilities at home,
s0 we badly need training
abroad,” Prof Zaman said.

He went on. "We have enough
advanced equipment, required

See page 11 col 8

tant inlormation about Qam-
runnahar Ruma, who was ear-
lier reported to have mmnﬂttgd
suicide. Autopsy rt Fivcn
DMCH, huwr\rer.mrgu ed :,ha{r
it was a case of "provocative
suicide.”

Qamrunnahar Ruma. the
wife of Major Ashraful Haider,
had allegedly committed sui-
cide inside a room of her army
staff Quarters residence at Ba-
nani in the city on December 6.

Gulshan police recovered the
hud% of Ruma and sent it to
DMCH for autopsy the follow-
ing day.

Effigies of 3
leaders burnt

Medical College Hospital By DU Correspondent
morgue for autopsy. Three effigies of BNP chair-
i Feram} I{dha ?Id;! giﬂﬁ ;.ilati}r{?
arty leader rshad an
HC rule on

central bank

Jamaat Amir Golam Azam were
burnt at the Teacher-Students'
Centre (TSC) of Dhaka Univer-

sity yesterday night.

By Staff Correspondent Witnesses said a group of
The High Court has issued a masked youths brought the effi-
rule upon the central bank re-

garding its “no objection” letter
allowing loan reschedulement
to Islam Brothers Properties
Ltd.

The High Court also asked
the Bangladesh Bank and oth-
ers to explain why its no objec-
tion letter issued on November
17, 1999, shall not be declared
to have been made and issued
without any lawful authority,
according to a press release of
Huq and Company received by
fax and signed by Barrister
Rafique-ul-Huq said.

........

ies in front of the Milan
a&;mre at TSC and set them

e at about 7pm.

They identified themselves
as "The Soldiers of Shaheed
Zia, tortured duri the Anti-
Autocrat Movement™ and said
that the reason behind the
burning of the effigies was the
recent polarisation of Khaleda
Zia with autocrat Ershad and
Razakar Golam Azam.

The youths. however, left the
spot quickly, witnesses said.

"On behalf of the petitioner - 5 -5 e ; RERON,, ES ot ;ii s ]:rdhb - — g - ¥E COHStable IIllII‘dCI‘.
it was submitted that as per | Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and senior ministers pray for the martyred intellectuals Leader of the Opposition Khaleda Zia, flanked by party leaders, placing wgeath at the )
Efiuﬁff“;fﬂudgr I;"i?é 97 ﬂg}f‘;'ﬁ:ﬂt‘_ after unveiling the plaque at Rayerbazar mausoleum yosterday. —Star phoio | Mirpur Memorial yesterday. —Star photo Two arrested
Pl ST - x| ety
in which a director of the bank P PM M ’ .
is involved in no case can be re- . dAUSOo1Cum Em ]1 ]1 for their alleged involvement in
newed. nor the period of repay- ’I‘I'lbute to mal'tyr ed Vl(ﬂence marks ergency m ce ce the killing of a police mnitdahle
ment can be extended.” the re- From page 1 hal'tal at gunng hartal hours on Mon-
lease said. spoke on the occasion. By

'Even the Bangladesh Bank
has no discretion to extend the
existing period of repayment,”
it said,

'Manzurul Islam is the
chairman of the borrower com-
pany and also chairman of the
sald bank. On behalf of the bor-
rower company he applied for
re-schedulement. even without
a deposit of 10 per cent in cash
before applying for resched-
ulement. which is mandato
as per another circular of
Bangladesh Bank,” the release
added.

DU convocation

Student bodies
call hartal 1n
city Saturday

By DU Correspondent

Opposition-backed student
organsiations have called an

intellectuals

By Staff Correspondent

A memorial to the intellec-
tuals who died just days before
the end of the Liberation War
was unveiled yesterday as
Bangladesh paid tribute to their
supreme sacrifice.

All roads led to the Martyred
Intellectual Memorial at Mir-
pur and the new mausoleum on
the site of the Rayerbazar mass
grave,

People in their thousands
carrying f[lowers queued for
hours to pay their respects to
the martyrs.

The Prime Minister offici-
ated the opening of the sombre.,
symbolic structure at Rayer-
bazar. the site where countless
teachers, journalists and other

rofessionals were massacred
)y Pakistani collaborators on
Dec. 14, 197].

Dubbed one of the worst

In addition to the events at
Rayerbazar and Mirpur, the
Bangla academy organised a
discussion meetin on
“Martyred Intellectuals and

Bangladesh Perspective” at its

auditorium, chaired by Prof.
Serajul Islam Chowdhury.

The participants said the
spirit of the War of Liberation.

symbolised by the intellectual
martyrs, was now at stake.

Fatik murder

Chargesheet

likely within
a week

From Staff Correspondent

Shyamoli Nasrren Chowdhury,
wife of martyred intellectual
Dr. Abdul Aleem also spoke on
behalf of the families of mar-
tyred intellectuals.

Ministers, MPs. political
leaders, intellectuals, members
of the martyred families, repre-
senlatives of professionals’
groups, cultural activists, high
officials and local people at-
tended the function.

After the opening. Fateha
and special munajat were of-
fered for eternal peace of the
martyrs' souls.

The Prime Minister also
placed wreaths at the foot of the
‘mourning tower' and stood
there in solemn silence for
some times as a mark of respect
to the memories of the mar-
tyred intellectuals,

Members of Projanma '71
also placed wreaths. Hasina
also planted a sapling of Palash
and signed the visitor's book,

Sherpur: 22 hurt

SHERPUR, Dec 14: The first
day of indefinite hartal, called
by opposition alliance in
protest agrajnsl Monday's clash,
passed off peacefully here to-
day, reports UNB.

At least 22 people, including
five policemen, were injured in
a clash between pro and anti-
hartal activists at the bus sta-
tion here.

Ruling party supporters al-
legedly ransacked and set fire to
houses and shops of the opposi-
tion supporters.

Heavy vehicles did not ply
while movement of rickshaws
and other three-wheelers was
normal. Most of the offices and
shops remained closed.

Additional police were de-
ployed on the main points of
the district town to avert fur-
ther clashes.

soon for RMG factories

By Staff Correspondent

An emergency police cell
would be formed to ensure
smooth transportation of gar-
ments. raw materials and
maintain law and order in and
around the ready-made pgar-
ment (RMG) factories.

The decision was taken yes-
terday at a meeting between the
government and the
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA), said a BGMEA
press release,

The meeting also discussed
the BGMEA's demands of for-
mation of a safety cell in Dhaka
and Chittagong, strengthening
police patrol on Dhaka-Chit-
ta%[ung highway and reduction
of fire licence renewal fees.

Home secretary Shafiur
Rahman led the government
side while the BGMEA side was

ommend appropriate measures
for ensuring fire safety in the
RMG factories. The committee,
comprising BGMEA represen-
tatives, will submit its recom-
mendation to the home secre-
tary by February 2000.

The secretary would take
necessary actions by June,
2000. in this regard. the BGMEA
press release added.

Udichi case
From page |
protesting “implication" of
Tariqul Islam and other BNP
leaders in the case, BSS corre-
spondent reported from Jes-

sore,

They brought out proces-
sions in the town and paraded
different streets yesterday
protesting the indictment.

Constable Badiuzzaman, 40,
of Mirpur thana was killed
when miscreants hurled a bomb
on his head from a running
minibus in front of a Ansar
Camp on Darus Salam Road in
Mirpur Section No One.

olice identified the arrested
as Mustafizur Rahman and
Tuhin. ,

Mustafiz was arrested from
near the Ansar Camp on Mon-
day night while Tuhin was ar-
rested from Ahmad Nagar area

yesterda

A Su{»-inspcr:tnr of Mirpur
thana filed a murder c;ae EEEE?-
ing 18 people on Monday night.

gMusﬁaﬁg was produced be-
fore CMM's Court yesterday. Po-
lice prayed for a five-day re-
mand, but the court granted
only one day. ,

Nagar Bhaban

Fromi page |

Jessore SP M A Rouf told

has become a repgular feature.

e esterda . . led by its president Anisur BSS that the situation was un- "We had reports of corruption in
eight-hour hartal in the city on crimes in human history, re- KHULNA. Dec 14: The ASP of peEarli{:r meg{hers of Pro: AdVIC@ f{:}r Indlan Rahman Sinha, der control and a huge number tender awarding, but guns are
Saturday, protesting Dhaka treating forces designed the op- CID. Dhaka left Khulna today LA REa P sthged & 'Brief : The BGMEA urged the gov- of police were deployed in the new additions”, said a top offi-
University authorities’ decision eration to render the ncw]y—in— after cumplellng investigation J E VIS& Seekers ernment to reduce the fire li- tOWTI.

(o confer Honorary Doctorate

dependent state intellectually

in the sensational Advocate

demonstration protesting the

cence fee to Tk 8,000 from exist-

cial of the DCC.

: Additional forces includin Many big tenders of the DCC

Degree on Prime Minister | bankrupt. Fatik murder case. f;it:,gg n?rﬁgﬁei%"_thff;l;&i _The Indian High Comnus- | iny Tk 20.000 and consider the BDR personnel will hedep]u_vct? were sintgm the Divisional

Sheikh Hasina at a general Earlier. Prime Minister The chargesheet in the mur- S fo it rﬁFentinnln e sion in Dhaka has requested | co.dition of construction of al- in the town today, if necessary, | Commissioner's office for

convocation of the University. sheikh Hasina, flanked by se- der case is expected to be sub- Aamie of Pralatis. =) ign e the Bangladesh nationals to | ternative stair cases in gar- the SP added. awarding because the terrorists

Honorary Doctorate degree Inim'! é)art}' colleagues, gar- mitted within a week, said a re- ] apply for visa at least 4 to 5 ments factories by June 2000. UNB adds: BNP and its allies | can not show their muscle
arice

will alsc be conferred on Novel
Laureate Prof. Amartya Sen at
the convocation ceremony.

The decisions were taken by
the DU authorities earlier.

The convocation will be the
first at DU since independence.

JCD. student front of the op-
ﬁnsitiun BNP. announced the

artal programme at a press
conference at the BNP's central
office yesterday.

"We are pgoing to enforce
hartal as the DU authorities did
not pay heed to our call to
withdraw ils decision to confer
the degree on Hasina.," JCD
General Secretary Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pinto said

Jatiya Party-backed Jativa
Chhatra Samaj and Jamaat-
supported Islami Chhatra
Shibir also called an eight hour
hartal in the city on Saturday
protesting the DU decision to

confer degree on the Prime Min-
ister.

Barisal attack

From page 1
"The naked attack by the
government party terrorists on
a discussion meeting on the
martyred intellectuals is a be-
trayal to the bloods of the mar-

the portrait of the na-
tion's founding father Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man early yesterday morning
at Bangabandhu Bhaban in the
city.

The Prime Minister also
placed wreaths at the Mirpur
Memorial. Buglers played the
last post and a military contin-
gent faw: a gun salute when she
stood in solemn silence for a
few minutes.

Hasina then went to Rayer-
bazar and unveiled the plaque
ol the new memorial.

BNP chief Khaleda Zia, ac-
companied by party leaders and
activists, went to the Mirpur
Memorial and placed wreaths.

liable source.

The team of CID officials in-
terrogated Ershad and his two
armed cadres Idris "Jamal’ in
connection with Fatik Murder
Case. Ershad's chief body guard
Noor Alam was also questioned
by the team.

It is learnt from CID source
that Ershad's first wife Khodeja
will not be spared from being
one of the chargesheeted ac-
cused in Fatik murder case.

There are evidences that Ad-
vocate Fatik was killed in her
presence for having illicit con-
nection. Ershad tortured Fatik
in front of his wife Khodeja and
then Killed him which she did
not protest.

booklet published by the Min-
istry of Works on the occasion.
he Prime Minister said
Bangabandhu had once said
none would be able to suppress
this nation. "That came true.
The real history of the nation
has been established again and
people of this country have
raised their heads again”.

Referring to UNESCO's dec-
laration of International
Mother Language Day on
February 21, she said the Ben-
alees are getting back their
onour. Recognition of Fel:bru-
ary 21, the great LanEuage ay
uﬁhﬁ Be aglrees. at the interna-
tional level is the proof.

Candidature for Indian polis

Proposal to enact two-child

NEW DELHI. Dec 14: A pro-

From Pallab Bhattacharya
tives said a legislation barring

norm put into cold storage

Rajya Sabha and sent to the

days ahead of travelling to In-
clia, reports UNB.

Shahjalal varsity

From page 1

rally was addressed by district
BNFP president MA Haque, Gen-
eral Secretary Ariful Haque
Chowdhury and district JP
president Advocate Giasuddin
Ahmed,

The speakers blamed VC for .

ignoring their demand for
withdrawal of the names of
halls and buildings of the uni-
versity. They also threatened to
paralyse the normal life by
calling hartal.

The committee held another
meeting at Court Point demand-
ing release of the Shibir ac-
Livists.

The outsiders also ran-
sacked some rooms of the aca-
demic building which were un-
tuclr;led by the police on Sunday
night.

Meanwhile. a group of about
100 outsiders yesterday at-
tacked Palace de Shahid, a
building rented by some
teacher of the university. They
entered a room on the first floor
of the building searched for

Inspector General of Police.
director general of fire service
and high officials of the home
ministry were present at the
meeting.

The meeting decided to form
a committee under the leader-
ship of DG, fire service, to rec-

brought out militant proces-
sions and exploded bombs in
the town in the evening.
Rumours spread that
Tariqul Islam was arrested
from his Dhaka residence this
evening. His arrest could not be
conlirmed till 8-15 pm.

power there,

DCC officials said that some
Ward Commissioners were 'di-
rectly or indirectly’ responsible
fhu;nterrunam at the Nagar Bha-
The Mayor could not be
reached for his comment.

Notice

their Certificates at the earliest.

Investment Corporation of Bangladesh
Head Office, 8, DIT Avenue, Dhaka-1000

CIP Certificates in respect of Financial Year 1998-99 are ready for
delivery. Valued Unit holders who have not yet collected their CIP
Certificates are requested to collect their Certificates from Unit Sales
Department during office hours from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.

Besides, those valued Unit holders who have not collected their CIP|
Certificates in respect of previous year's are further requested to collect

tyrs of Liberation War,” she | posal to legislate two-child persons having more than two standing committee which gave | Kazi zal. h th |
S}E;Id. norm for candidates for elec- children from contesting par- its report in 1995. While en- ‘t’arsiig a teacher of the
N . X tions to parliament and state ﬂamcntzul'ﬁ and ?Sﬁ:mhl l;':ltc} dorsing the legislation, the Thely again locked the main |
a blies in Indi op- ons could negate the eflects o mmit had h . . . . Ve
ominations osed at an dll-party meeting moves for & periamentary b omumittee had suggested that | gate of the university in pres. ICB provides advance against lien of Unit Certificates

From page 1

for 41 Ward Commissioner
posts were cancelled while four

Roscd at an all-party meeting
cre.

Meeting sources said, repre-
sentatives of most of the parties

providing for greater represen-
tation to women in legislatures.

The views emerging from the

government seek a consensus

on the issue before going ahead
with it.

ence of police and hurled bombs
on the residence of Habibur
Rahman,

Asstt General Manager

of the 42 nomination papers for | contended that the proposed meeting held here yesterday at During the intervening Tt::ﬁﬁrfﬂﬂéilmf ?f;iﬁ’“ﬁ | GD-1194 Unit Sales Department.
the 14 reserved seats for women legislation might block np;]:or- the initiative of health min- ars, a number of states like emergency meeting immedi- | | o e S e e S e RS,
were found invalid. tunities for women to join elec- istry thus puts into cold storage aryana, Orissa, Rysthan, ately after the incident and

Nine nomination papers | toral politics. the proposed legislation first Delhi and Andhra radesh

were cancelled for failing to fill
up them properly, said a source
in the election office.

The last date for withdrawal
of nomination papers is De-
cember 18.

Some representatives said it
would %n against personal
rights of Muslim candidates,
the sources said.

Women's rights bodies as
also some parties representa-

suggested in 1992 by the stand-
ing committee attached to hu-
man resource development
ministry.

A bill to enforce the two-
child norm was introduced in

have enacted similar laws for
elections to panchayats and
civic bodies.

India’s population, accord-

Ing to last census, is over 90
crore.

condemned the attack on the
teachers' residence.

The meeting also demanded
arrest of the attackers within
24 hours. Police officials vis-
ited the spot and talked to the
teachers in the afternoon.
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