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UNICEF publication launched

RANGAMATI. Dec 14: The launching ceremony of UNICEF's
publication. 'The State of World's Children 2000." was held at
the local Tribal Cultural Institute auditorium on Monday

evening, reports BSS.

The Chairman of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council,
Jyotirindra Bodhipriya Larma, formally launched the
publication in a ceremony as the chief guest. Chairman of
Rangamati Hill District Council Ching Kew Roaza spoke on the
occasion as the special guest. Local elite, journalists,
representatives of local and international non-government
organisations and government officials attended the function.
Deputy Commissioner of the district Abu Haider Sardar
presided. UNICEF representative Manzurul Islam, UNICEF
Rangamati and Khagrachhari district’'s coordinators Dr Indrani
Chakma and Purabi Khisha presented the gist of the
publication in the ceremony.

Crackdown on hemp growers

RANGAMATI. Dec 14: Responding to a government
instruction, security forces have launched a crackdown on hem‘:
cultivators and illegal drug traffickers in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. reports UNB.

The security forces unearthed a huge quantity of hemp filed
in Kalapahar area and destroyed hemp plants on about 5 acres
of land. Earlier, the security men destroyed hemp plants on
aboul 1,000 acres of land in Lanhudu and Bilaichhari thana.

Pirates barricade road

NAOGAON, Dec 14: Highwaymen barricaded the Naogaon-
Patnitola road at Matazi ﬁ!li:fﬂ in Mahadevpur thana on the
night ol Dec 8 and committed dacoity in nine trucks. reports
UNB.

Truckers said a gang of 25-30 road pirates barricaded the
road by felling trees at midnight and looted goods and valuables
from the trucks. The robbers also snatched the belongings of a
motorcyclist.

Arms recovered

BRAHMANBARIA, Dec 14: Sarail Thana Police recovered
different smuggled materials including fire arms from the house
of Abdul Kader of Kalikaccha. an alleged gang leader of inter-
district highway dacoits, and arrested Asia Khatun, 45,
recently, reports BSS,

Police sources said, the recovered items included a pipe gun,
one cartridge. on kiriz, one Chinese axe, a saw, an iron rod and
two tape-recorders. A case has been filed in this connection.

Foundation-laying ceremony

PABNA. Dec 14: State Minister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed said here recently that government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has been making all-out efforts to build a
poverty-[ree prosperous Bangladesh to improve the lot of the
wﬂgle. reports BSS.

>peaking as the chief guest at the foundation-layin
ceremony ol Sathia thana sub-registry office here, Prof Sayee
said that the Awami League government had always stood
beside the people in their woes. He said that the government
had successfully faced the last year's devastating flood through
coordinaled efforts. The Sathia thana sub-registry office will
constructed at a cost of Taka about 32 lakhs 15 thousand,
oflicials said.

Prisoner injured

SHERPUR, Dec 14: An inmate of the distriet jail was
seiiously injured by jail police on Monday. reports UNB.
The victin Suruj Member who is a member of Nalitabari

thana Awami League was hit hard on the head by a jail cop in
the morning. He was rushed to sadar hospital in a critical
condition on Monday morning. The reason for beating of Suruj
wis not disclosed by the jail authority but informed sources sai
he went unruly inside the prison. As his condition deteriorated.
doctors shifted him to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital.
Police super and jailer admitted the incident. Deputy
Commissioner and }’n:.dice super visited the spot.

Youth dies in clash

LCHAPAINAWABGAN.], Dec 14: A fierce clash hetween twass

leuding groups left a youth dead and 30 others injured at
Rashiknagar village in Shibganj thana on Monday, reports UNB.

Police and hospital sources said the henchmen of
Nayaladanaga unlon chairman Ashrafl and his rival Golam
Moslafa Panchu locked in a clash on Sunda night in a sequel to
their longstanding enmity. Ekramul, 19, killed in a bomb attack
when the two groups resumed fighting with firearms on Monday
morning. Some 30 people on both sides suffered bomb injuries
during the protracted rioting. The ln{ured were admitted to
sadar hospital and Rajshahi Medical Co lege Hospital. Additicral

Police Super M Anwar Hossain and ASP M Nurul Islam vis 4
the si)nt. Police were deployed in the area to fend off fur,
es.

Lroub
Robbers kill man

SUNAMGANJ. Dec 14: Armed robbers opened fire on the
villagers killing a man and injuring a woman at village
Chhatrish Kalipur in Chhatak thana here on Sunday night,
reports LUUNB.

The dead was identified as Kasab Ali, 32, and the injured as
Ranchan Mala, 36. Police said the robbers looted valuables
worth over Tk one lakh from the house of Kanan Chandra Pal
of the village. When the bandits were fleeing the scene, villagers
laid siege to them hearing tlie hue and cry of the family
members of Chandra Pal. Th: robbers opened gunshots to
disperse the people leaving the man dead on the spot. A case
was filed with Chhatak thana.

Six injured in clash

LANGAIL. Dec 14: Six persons were injured in a clash
between two rival groups at Shuvulla Fatepur in Mirzapur thana
recently, reports BSS,

According to local sources. the injured persons were admitted
into Kumudini Hospital in Mirzapur thana. The two rival groups

allacked each other for a dispute of land causing six persons
injured.

Exam for pry teachers

NARSINGDI, Dec 14: The written test examination for
primary school teachers were held here on December 10
reports BSS.
. According to official sources, a total of 6.183 persons have
appeared in the written test examination for 74 posts of
assistant teachers of primary schools. Of the total, 4910
females and 1,273 maItL appeared in the examination.

12,002 candidates for 269 posts

CHITTAGONG. Dec 14: Three dedicated teachers of Raozan
Gourmoni High School who have sought appointment ip primary
school said there was no academic atmosphere and
respectability in the high school, rﬂcfmﬂﬁ UNB.

E‘qut?.stin anonymity they said they had opted for teaching
profession imbued by the lofty ideal. They hope of getting some
satisfaction among the younger -hildren in primary schoel. They
are among 12,002 candidates selected for the written test for
recruitment of 269 primary teachers.

Body recovered

JESSORE, Dec 14: Police recovered the beheaded body of a
boy irom the rooftop of a four-storied building at Beltala area in
the town here on Thursday night, reports UNE.

On information, police came to the house, owned by Monwar
Hossain, and found the beheaded body of Monayem Munna, 15,
son of Abdus Sabur of Gopalganj district, on the top of the
under-construction building. Police, who entered into the house
hif breaking open the door. found all the cages and steel
almirahs broken but could found none in the room. Neighbours
sald Munna came to the house of his brother-in-law Monwar
some 15 days back. Monwar along with his family members
went to Dhaka a few days ago leaving the boy in the house
alone. But the boy was missing from 10pm on Wednesday night

keeping the house under lock and key. The neighbours informed
the matter to the police.

Tussle over appointment

RANGAMATI. Dec 14: Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional
Council and Rangamati District Council are engaged in a power
tussle over appointment of school teachers. reports UNB.

Official sources said the CHT Regional Council recently can-
celled the appointment of primary school teachers given by the
district council and ordered fresh appointments. Bul the dis-
trict council in a special meeting on December 5 called the order
“illegal” and asked the district primary education officer to dis-
burse salary and allowances of all Hu-. rimary teachers ap-
pointed on August 26. Presided over by district council chair-
man Ching Kye Roaza, the meeting was attended by members of
the council, its officials, legal advisor and the primary educa-
tion officer. The district council asked for disbursement of
salary after expiry of a s.tagl order of the High Court on the ap-

pointment of teachers on November 27 a rejection of a writ
petition on November 30.

SYLHET, Dec 14: The mem-
ory of those bright moments is
still alive in the hearts of the

ple of Sylhet. On the 15th

ecember 1971, Sylhet tasted
the joy of liberty after nine
months. The holy township of
great saint Hazrat Shahjalal
(RA) was overwhelmed with re-
peated sky touching slogans by
thousands of joyous people and
freedom fighters who entered
into the town defeating the Pak
occupation army and its collab-
orator forces.

However. Pakistan Army of-
[icially surrendered on Decem-
ber 17 in Sylhet.

The common people of this
region tasted victory one day af-
ter the official Victory Day fol-
lowing the defeat of Niazi forces
inn then Race Course Maidan in
Dhaka on December 16, 1971.

The allied force strengthened
its attack on Pakistan Army on
both land and air after the an-
nouncement of India's recogni-
tion towards Bangladesh on the
6th of December.

Since the h:ﬁinnin of
November, the freedom fighters
launched their guerilla attacks
throughout the country. The al-
lied forces also extended their
supporl in all the regions result-
ing in a number of major victo-
ries for Muktibahini. e free-
dom fighters and the allied
forces started achieving great
successes in different impor-
tant areas causing heavy casu-
alty of Pak Army.

They became extremely wor-
ried with the fall of some im-
portant bases at different sec-
lors. In such a situation. the
Pak Army resorted to serious
air strikes. Ignoring all these
attacks, a big contingent of the
Muktibahini and the Allied
forces reached at a place situ-
ated about 5 miles off the dis-
trict town on December 13. By
this time, two other contingents
of Muktibahini captured
Jalalpur and Lamakazi in the
south-western side of the town.

The freedom fighters and the
Allied forces trapped Pak Army
totally as there was no scope to
move. Only the northern side
wias open. But, it was quite un-
lortunate for them that this
open are was full of hillock-
lype places and next to which
there was Indian borders. Due
to this, the occupation forces
did not have any scope but to
retreat,

The whole situation made
the well-equipped Pak Army
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Sylhet people remember
moments of victory
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crippled totally. In the after-
noon of the 13th December, two
freedom fighters — Anwar Hos-
sain Gora and Kuti Miah — on
an open jeep started moving to-
wards Sylhet town. They fixed a
loudspeaker on the vehicle and
started asking army men Lo
surrender immediately. They
were also repeatedly calling
them to surrender without
bloodshed. The vehicle was be-
ing followed by another jeep
wilth Dewan Farid Gazi, the
then MNA and the Civilian Ad-
visor of the North Eastern Re-
gion (I) in the Liberation War
and Colonel Bagchi the of the
Allied force on board. But all
went in vain. The f[reedom
fighters on that day had to go
back disappointed as Pak Army
declined to surrender and even
ried to resist them near the
Sylhet Government College
darea vi1 the Tamabil Road.

On the previous day, the war
leaders sat at a meeting at Dar-
bast area on Sylhet Tamabil
Road with a view to settling
ways and means of freeing Syl-
het town. Colonel Bagchi of the
Allied force, Colonel C R Dutta

Commander-in-Chief of Bangladesh fore

of the Muktibahini and Dewan
Farid Gazi reached at a decision
that the town would be freed by
putting pressure on the enemy
and loodshed should be
avoided for saving human lives
as well as property on the eve of
victory.

None of the leading people
wanted to cause any kind of
damage to the Haripur Oil Pro-
ject, the transmission building
ol the Radio at Tilagarh area
and Sylhet Government College
which are located on the entry
points of the town on Sylhet-
Tamabil Road.

In compliance with the plan
Fr&pared in the meeting, the
reedom fighters and the Allied
forces began pmceedin% to-
wards the town under the lead-
ership of Dewan Farid Gazi.
Colone] C R Dutta and Colonel
Bagchi. By this time, there were
information that, the "occupa-
tion forces had retreated from
their previous position at Gov-
ernment College areas. It was
later found correct. They took
shelter at their main base at
Saluktikar area alt}nﬁ with bag
and baggage. The ghters

¢s during Liberation War General MAG Osmani
with Dewan Farid Gazi, the then MNA and civilian advisor of the northeastern region (1)
and Major CR Dutta, Sector Commander, Sector 4.

] General Osmani was received by
the leaders in Sylhet town after the fall of Pakistan occup

ation army.
— Courtesy: Nishitha Purkayastha

entered into the town without
facing any resistance. In the
meantime, another big contin-
Fent of freedom fighters of 'Z'
orce under the leadership of
Zizur Rahman reached the Cat-
tle Farm area at Alurtal at the
suburb of the town. Pak Army
became crippled fully this time,
but they damaged a part of the
Keane Bridge while fleeing from
the main town on Dec 13 De-
cember. The bridge over the
river Surma was then connect-
ing the two parts of Sylhet
town. It was also the main entry
point to the town. The blasts
with big bangs shook the whole
town.

The freedom fighters began
entering into the town since the
night of December 14 in groups
from different directions. Jubi-
lant people in thousands were
seen on the streets at midnight.
The whole town was humminyy
with joyous slogans. Sylhet be-
came a town of processions and
slogans. It was declared enemy-
free on December. However, the
Pak Army and its main collab-
orators surrendered alter two
days on December 17,
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Health and Family Welfare Minister Salahuddin Yusuf laid the foundation stone of the
academic building of North-East Medical College and Hospital in Sylhet on Sunday.

— PID photo

Kalparanjan
opens HBFC
office in
Rangamati

RANGAMATI. Dec 14: Minis-
ter for Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs Kalparanjan Chakma
said here on December 8 that
the longlelt demand of the peo-
ple of this region was met toda
with the opening of a regiona
office of House Butlding Fi-
nance Corporation (HBFC) at
this hilly town, reports BSS.

He urFed the authorities to
simplify loan sanctioning pro-
cedure to hélp solve huusinﬁ
roblems in thé Chjttagong H
gracts region. - . b
KRalparanjan Chakma was
addressing as the chief guest a
meetin eld at Rangamati
Town Hall prior to the inamgu-
ration of HBFC regional office.
Chairman of the board of direc-
tors of HBFC, Shah Mohammad
Atiur Rahman presided over the
meeting. .
The 13th regional office of
'HBFC. starled its operation

from a hired space at Ranga-
mati Press Club building soon
after inauguration,

Sirajganj Liberation Day observed

SIRAJGANJ. Dec 14: Local
people here on Tuesday ob-
served Sirajganj Liberation
Day. On December 14, 1971
Sirajganj was lotally freed
from the Pakistani occupation.

Local unit of Muktijodha
Sangsad brought out a proces-
sion in the town to observe the
day. Deputy Commissioner
AFM Saiful Islam, who is also
the chiel patron of the organi-
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Amir Hossain Bhulu
sation., led the procession.
which paraded the main thor-
oughfares. District unit com-
mander of Muktijodha Sangsad
Gazi Aminul Haque, former
commander Gazi Lutfar Rah-
man Arun, district Awami
League president Motahar [Hos-
sain Talukdar, Sirajganj town
BNP president Azizur Rahman
Dulal. Sadar thana BNP presi-
dent Makbul Hossain Chowd-
hutrjy. journalists Aminul Islam
an htaruzzaman, among
others, took part in the proces-
sion.

A discussion was also held at
Muktijodha Sangsad office on
the occasion.

People from all walks of life
in the district forged strong
unity during the War of Libera-
tion to achieve the indepen-

From Akhtaruzzaman

dence of the country, Sirajganj
district was totally freed from
the Pakistan occupation on this
day in 1971.

The Pakistani occupation
forces launched crackdown on
innocent people in the district
on April 25. However, the occu-
pation soldiers faced resistance
on the first day at Sirajganj
town, the then sub-divisimm{
headquarters. Members of
Sechchhasebak Bahani. a vol-
untary organisation, tried to
resist the marauding army.
They halted a train carrying
Pakistani soldiers in Gatina
railway bridge area. However,
the Sﬂf'diﬁl‘s succeeded to enter
the town.

They killed hundreds of in-
nocent people, including
women and children, and de-
stroyed a good number of
dwelling houses and business
establishments. Members of
Behari community and Muslim
League joined Pakistani forces.
They also killed many promi-
nent figures in the town. The
army captured all the nine
thana headquarters by April
26, 1971. The Pakistani forces
setup their camps at govern-
ment buildings in the town.

Following the crackdown

pcople fled the town. Most of
them took shelter in villages
and neighbouring India. Thou-
sands of young men left the
country for India to have mili-
tary training. Many staved in
the countrv and organised peco-

Ishak Ali

(Gazi Lutfar Rahman Arun

ple to fight "aksitani forces.

Lutfar Rahamn Arun was
EESiFﬁEd to impart training Lo
local youths. On June 14, the
training camp at Bhadraghat
under Kamarkhanda thana
came under Pakistani attack.
But Pakistani soldiers equipped
with modern weapons faced
strong resistance. Casualties
were shared by the both. After
that freedom fighters had to
leave the area,

During the period between
June and July freedom fighters
started gaining advances. Free-
dom fighters led by Amir Hos-
sain Bhulu, Abdul Latif Mirza.
Shorab Ali Sarker, Lutfar Ra-
haman Makhan. Ishak Ali,
Alamgir Hossain, Abdul Aziz
Sarker. Bimal Kumar Das. Ab-

dul Aziz Mirza, Aminul Islam
Chowdhury, Motahar Hos=ain
Talukder, Anwar Hossain Ratu
Aand Ismail Hossain launched
lierce guerilla attacks on the
occupation soldiers and their
local collaborators-- members

of Razakar. Al Badar and Al
Shams forces.

Fierce battles took place in
Tarash, Bhadraghat. Baritoli,
Saila Bari. and Ullapara thana
areas. In Tarash battle on
November 11, at least 100 Pak-
istani soldiers were killed and
1. including a captain. de-
tained.

Freedom fighters Gazi Lutfar
Rahman Arun. Abdul Latif
Mirza, Lutfar Rahamn
Makhan, Alamgir Hossain, Ab-
dul Aziz Sarker, Bimal Kumar
Das and Abdul Aziz Mirza
g!ayed important role in the
attle.

Battle of Saila Bari was
other important battle. Ad-
vancing freedom fighters faced
resistance f{rom the Pakistani
occupation forces in Sadar
thana. Freedom fighter Sultan
Aziz, Samad, Safor, Abul
Khaleq embraced martyrdom.
Aminul Islam Chowdhury was
scriously injured.

Allied Forces entered Siraj-
ganj town on December 13 mid-
night and conquered the then
sub-divisional headquarters.
And on December 14 the district
was totally freed from the Pak-
istani occupition.
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Getting lost into
oblivion

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI
Victory Day of the War of Liber-

alion approaches. people on the

campus with heavy heart re-
member Professor Mir Abdul

Quayyum.
Rajshahi University lost
many of its distinguished

teachers during the turbulent
days in 1971. Professor

Quayyum is one of them. He was

brutally murdered by the anti-
liberation forces at the fag end
of the war. An ardent supporter
of freedom fighters., Quayyum

was a teacher of the Department

ol Psychology.

Pakistani occupation sol-
diers and their local collabora-
tors picked up him from his fa-
ther-in-law’'s house at Mal-
opara in the city on November
25. 1971 and since then he had
been missing. Later on Decem-
ber 30 his body was found on
the bank of the River Padma in
the city. His hands and legs
were tied with rope.

A stenuﬁrapher of registrar's

office of the university called
the professor out at 8.30 in the
night and waiting soldiers
picked up him, said his rela-
lives.

Mir Abdul Qua
born on July 6, 1939 at Ghgra
village under Gafargaon thana

UNIVERSITY,
Dec 14: As the anniver of

um was

Mir Abdul Quayyum

of Mymensingh district. He
completed his matriculation
from Mymensingh school. He
obtained MA in Psycholo
from the University ul'y Rajshahi
with distinction in 1962. Later
he joined the university as a
lecturer.

But unfortunately nothing
has been done so far to com-
memorate the man, who made
the supreme sacrifice for the
cause of national independence.
No commemorative plaque has
been erected. No university
building, no residential hall, no
road have been renamed or

 built after him.

-Five killed on TU
campus in 7 yrs

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Dec 13: Five peo-
Ele. including a guardian, were
illed in clashes on the Islamic
University (IU) campus during
the seven years since the uni-
versity was established in De-
cember, 1992,

During the period the uni-
versity was closed for 475 days
because of clashes between rival
students. In the clashes nearly
900 people were also injured.

[n the latest event, on Octo-
ber 30. 1998 two students were
killed in a gunfight on the cam-
pus between the activists of rul-
ing party Awami League-
backed BCL and Islami Chhatra
Shibir. The dead students were
identified as Mohasin and Al
Mamun, activists of Shibir.

In the first incident. after 24

days of inauguration. a clash
between the activists of Islami
Chhatra Shibr and activists of
other students’ organisations
took place. In the clash a Chha-
tra Shibir activist Saiful Islam
was killed and at least 50 others
were injured.

On April 28, 1995 a guardian
received bullet injuries during a
clash between activisis of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Chattra Shibir. Ali Azam Khan.
commissioner of Kumarkhali
Pourasabha, later died in hos-
pital.

On September 26,1996 a
lierce gun battle took place on
Lthe campus between the ac-
tivists of Islami Chhatra Shibr
and BCL, killing a Shibir ac-
tivist.
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State Minister for Religious

Affairs Moulana

Nurl Islam

distributing prizes recently among the best students of
Bhatara High School of Sarisabari thana in Jamalpur dis-

tric.

o

National Youth Festival.

Chandpur Youth Development Directoraté organised a
youth rally in Chandpur town recently. on the occasion of

— Star photo
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Quilt makers at work. The photo was taken recently from
a quilt making shop in Jamalpur town.

— Star photo

Quilt makers pass hard days

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Dec Quilt
makers locally known as
‘dhunkar” are facing hard

times here,

With the beginning of winter
season mobile quilt makers
start their business in and
around the district town. The
move from door to door wit
their indigenous instruments.

These quilt makers do not
work in quilt making shops in
the town. But this season they

Anwar Hossain Ratu

are not receiving enough orders

from clients. causing hardship.
Quilt making is the only means
of their living.

Some mobile quilt makers
told this correspondent busi-
ness is dull this year. .

Suruzzaman, a middle aged
quilt maker, said usually we
make four to six quilts a day,
but this year we are receiving
only orders of two quilts a day.

Quilt makers in shops are
also experiencing dull business.




