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Accommodation for NAM guests

Abandoned property
to be sold to
raise funds

The government has decided
to sell out some abandoned
properly for funding construc-
tion of apartment houses to ac-
commodate 5,000 guests during
the Non-Aligned Movement
Summit in Dhaka.

Besides extension of the
city's two five-star hotels, few
more hotels will come up in the

rivate sector and apartment
ouses be bulilt at Mirpur, Gul-
shan, Banani and Dhanmondi
as part of the hospitality ar-
rangements.

In preparation for hosting
the biggest-ever summit meet-
ing in the t:a]l:l‘ltai. tender for
auctioning the abandoned

roperty to raise funds will be
Enatcd soon, Civil Aviation
and Tourism Secretary CM
Mohsin told UNB yesterday.

Some 1200 flats will be con-
structed on 15 bighas of land
owned by the Civil Aviation Au-
thority in Mirpur alone, which
later will be used by govern-
ment officials.

RAJUK will be given the re-
sponsibility to sell the aban-
doned property and construct
the apartments at an approxi-
mate cost of Tk 250 crore.

The government has also de-
cided to construct 50 new suites
at Sheraton Hotel exclusively
for the heads of state or gov-
ernment attending the summit,
at a cost of about Tk 40 crore.

A plan has been taken to
demolish the western part of
Sheraton Hotel where some of-
lices of airlines, an interna-
tional news agency and others
are housed. to construct the new
block for the suites.

The wall-breaking and con-
struction works are likely to
start in January. There will be a
big underground parking lot at
the basement.

The exclusive office building
that housed UNICEF in the
Sheraton premises is likely to
be converted to economy rooms
as extension of the hotel.

An independent block with
250 rooms will also be bulilt
behind the Hotel Sonargaon.

The famous Indian hotel
chain Oberoi will start con-
struction of a new hotel at
Fairly House on the My-
mensingh Road also from next
month. The new hotel will have
200-plus rooms of which the
government will enjoy 51 per
cent share.

The Fairly House premises
have been leased out to the
Oberoi for 99 years.

Besides, two new hotels are
coming up on the Panthapath
in private sector and yet an-
other two hotels are likely to be
constructed by two big business
magnets at Nikunja, a housing
estate beside the Airport Road.

Secretary of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation and Tourism
said plans are there also to con-
struct a hotel near the Zia In-
ternational Airport and Singa-
pore-based financial institu-
tion IFO had shown interest in
arranging funds for it.

“There will be 20 per cent
over-programming so that even
if any dislocation takes place in
any of the projects, there be no
problem in accommeodating the
guests,” the official said.

-Meghnaghat plant
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project’s financier and sub-con-
tractors might back oul.

“Ultimately. the project might
not be implemented at all.”
warmed an industry insider.

The Tk 141 crore contract
for site development was
awarded to CWHEC, a Chinese
contractor, reportedly under
pressure from political lobby-
ists.

CWHEC was supposed to
deliver the land on July 21. If
CWHEC failed to deliver the
land on time, it would be pe-
nalised $30,000 US per day.

However, the board asked
AES to extend the schedule --
lirst to September and then to
November -- rather than pe-
nalise CWHEC.

AES agreed to the change.
The move pardoned CWHEC of
TK 17 crore in penalties accu-
mulated between July 21 and
November 15,

The CWHEC worked slowly,
forcing the board to delay the
project agains. The board
asked asked AES to begin pro-
ject sile testing on December 3
instead of taking action against
the Chinese contractor.

However, a board official
blamed AES for the delays.

"The project site is ready and
AES is not taking the land. Ac-
tually AES is delaying the pro-
cess, ° said the official. "It's
Fruhah]y delaying because it
1as some [inancial difficulties
and can't start the project on
schedule.”

Another source defended
AES' position.

"As per the agreement,
board must hand over the land
following a engineering level test.
Its’ a huge project. the project
components must comply with
the the financiers’ and insurers'
criteria and it must be sale,
That is why the government
agreed to these tests. AES just
can not. and it should not, take
the land unless the tests are
positive.”

Sources said some flaws and
irregularities have already ap-
peared in tests. A source
claimed CWHEC used cheap.
inapgro riate technology.

"CWHEC was supposed to
compact the project site by us-
ing a technology called vibro-
floatation ili:?. e budget was
set at Tk 18 crore for this
work. Instead of using that
technology. it used horizontal
wick drainage tf.chnul?r%v. This
costs only around 1.75

3 dacoits
From p.age |

Sabur, succumbed Lo injuries at
the local thana health complex.
The other, identified as
Shahidul, died al Jessore Gen-
eral Hospital.

The injured dacoits — Hos-
sain and Tuku — were admitted
to the General Hospital and
their condition was critical.

When contacted, SP of Jes-
sore A Rouf said the gang had
earlier committed dacoity in
two houses in village Do-
hakhola and Ramnagar in the
same thana and took awa
ﬁbﬂ:iit Tk 50.000 in cash an

ind.

crore.

*If the contractor needed to
change the technology for some
reason, it was supposed to ad-
just the costs accordingly, as
per the agreement. But
CWHEC did not adjust the cost.
In other words, it just pocketed
Tk 16.25 crore,” a source al-
leged.

The Chinese contractor also
did a poor job when it built the
fencing wall. It "saved” an esti-
mated Tk 2 c¢rore without ad-
justing the project’s budget.

“The project site needs to be
built as per specification be-
cause the machinery used will
be 200 to 300 tonnes each,” he
said. "The site must also with-
stand a mishap, such as a
powerful earthquake.”

“Ultimately the whole project
will be delayed for 7 more
months due to the site develop-
er's inefficiency,” he said.

The Meghnaghat lej:cl was
supposed to be completed by
2001. But due to a series of

roblems between AES and the

ower Development Board, the
project has been delayed by two
years. The project won't
completed before 2003.

Khaleda asks
govt to quit
immediately

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has asked the government
to quit immediately to ensure
that minimum damage was
caused to the country and suf-
fering to the people.

In a statement yesterday,
she said the country will be
saved and people will get rid of
a ‘'suffocating situation’ if the
government resigned and held
Jatiya Sangsad election without
delay.

The Leader of the Opposition

in Parliament said that the gov-
ernment was trying to stick to
power, lgnurin% people’'s re-
peated demand for its resigna-
tion. which might eventually
cause a 'disaster’ for the ruling
part]‘il,
She said the government in a
move to mislead the ple and
[oil the popular movement, had
announced Chittagong City Cor-
poration’s election schedule in
complete disregard of the advice
of the Election Commission.

Khaleda Zia said all opposi-
tion parties in Bangladesh and
the business community had
demanded cancellation of the
CCC  election schedule. This
"anti-people” government, how-
ever, is still determined to hold

the polls as per its unilateral
schedule. pe

The BNP Chairperson said
people of the country, especially
in Chittagong, have voiced their
objection to the government de-
cision and yesterday's hartal
was an expression of the peo-
ple’s anger.

She said the government,
like in past. had launched at-
tacks on opposition activists in
diflerent parts of the country.
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" Bus strike 1n
Rajshahi
continues

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Dec 13: The sec-
ond day of the indefinite strike
called by the Rajshahi District
Motor Sramik Union (RDMSU)
here passed off without any ma-
jor incident.

A truck was ransacked at the |

Rajshahi Central Bus Terminal
by the members of RDMSU this
evening.

The RDMSU leader at a press
conference held at the office of
Rajshahi Bus Owners Associa-
tion 'this afternoon threatened
not to ply their vehicles until
their three-point demands were
met.
The demands include imme-
diate arrest of those involved in
yesterday's violent incidents,
compensation for the victims of
yesterday's incidents and secu-
rity for the bus drivers, helpers
and passengers.

At least 100 people were in-
jured and 17 buses were dam-
aged during clashes between the
members of Rajshahi District
Truck Sramik Union (RDTSU)
and RDMSU in the city yester-
day.

Hundreds of people of the
divisional headquarters, who
are mainly dependent on road
communication, remained
stranded due to the unscheduled
transport strike.

Meanwhile, a mediation ef-
fort by Police Commissioner
failed as leaders of both the
unions did not turn at a negoti-
ation meeting called by him.

40 1njured as
Jubo League

factions clash
at Sirajgan;j

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 13: At least
40 people were injured. seven of
them seriously, as two rival fac-
tions of Jubo League district
unit clashed here this evening.

The seriously injured in-
cluded general secretary of the
unit Mostafa and his younger
brother Hafizur. They were ad-
mitted to the General Hospital
and the others to lbne Sina
Hospital.

Police and witnesses said the
clash ensued when Mostafa was
beaten up by two activists of the
rival faction, Polash and Liton,
in Daptabari area of the town.

Both the groups used lethal
weapons and iron rods and ex-
ploded at least 50 crackers.
Chase and counter-chase be-
lween the two groups continued
for several hours.

Police fired 13 tear gas shells
to disperse the rival groups.

Some sources said that the
clash was a sequel to personal
enmity between Mostafa and
Polash and Liton,

A case has been filed with

He also said that the Addl SP  including Dhaka and Chittagon
along with the ASP visited the  that left ‘unspcciﬂcd“numh%? 0
place this morning. people inﬂured in the process.

A case has been recorded while police arrested hundreds
with Bagherpara thana. of opposition activists.
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Sadar thana in this connection.

Principal’s room
ransacked

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 13: Some
unruly students of the Salanga
Degree College in Raiganj thana
loday ransacked the room of
the principal alleging corrup-
Lion.

Earlier two rival groups of
students clashed on the campus
leaving 10 injured. The aya of
the college was admitted to Sir-
ajganj General Hospital. Police
arrested 3 BCL leaders — Sohel,
Qaiyum and Akash from the

S5.
ﬁ: agitated students later
brought out a procession in the
town demanding removal of the

principal.

Dr Moniruzzaman Anwar Pasha

Dr Sadeque

From page 1
16, 1971,

Construction of the Tk 17.8
crore memorial on a 3.5 acre
site started in March 1997 and
ended recently. The Public

Works Department (PWD) im-
lemented the project. Sheikh
asina had laidp the foundation

stone on December 14, 1996,

Consultants, designers and
architects of the memorial said
it bridged the past with the pre-
sent.

"Our future generations will
remember the martyrs and re-
call their sacrifice when they

visit the memorial,” said one
architect.

Steps must to be taken to
preserve the natural set-up of
the area and prevent high-rise
buildings from coming up there,
another architect suggested.

The authorities have already
acquired 100 feet of space
around the memorial and are
planning to remove slums
nearby to beautify the area.

The day will be observed
through offering special pra-

Dr Rabbi

Nazmul Haque

Dr Aminuddin

yers for the deceased intel-
lectuals, placing wreaths at
Mirpur Martyred Intellectuals
Mausoleum and Rayer Bazar
mass graves, seminars and dis-
cussion meetings.

Political parties and various
socio-cultural organisations,.
trade bodies and student organ-
isations have chalked out sepa-
rates programmes for observin
the day with due solemnity an
patriotic spirit.

Awami League's programmes
include hoisting national and
party flags at half-mast along
with black flags at its offices
and Bangabandhu Bhaban at
5:30 am garlanding the portrait
of the Father of the Nation at
8:05 am and placing wreath at
Mirpur Martyred Intellectual
Mausoleum at 8:35 am.

Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty's programmes include hoist-
ing national and party flag at
half-mast, wearing black
badges, placing wreath at Mir-
pur Martyred Intellectual Mau-
soleum at 9 am and offering
Jateha, and discussion meeting

Saidul Hasan

Zahir Raihan

Martyred Intellectuals Day

at Jativa Press Club 11 am.

Jatiya Party will hoist black
flag at its central office and
hoist national flag at half-
mast. Party leaders and work-
ers will place wreaths at the
Mirpur mausoleum.

The leaders of left-leaning
11-party alliance will place
wreaths at the mausoleum and
hold discussion meeting at the
Communists Party office at 3
dalTll.

Bangla Academy will organ-
ise a discussion meeting at its
seminar room on "Martyred
Intellectual and Bangladesh
Today” at 11 am.

Other political and socio-
cultural organisations which
chalked out programmes to ob-
serve the day are — Awami
Sechchhasebak League, Sramik
Krishak Samajbadi Dal, Sama-
jbadi Chhatra Jote, Bangladesh
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD), Ban-
!ladesh Shilpakala Academy,

angladesh Workers Party,
Bangladesh Jubo Maytree, Ban-
gladesh Muktijoddha Smrity
Shangrakkhan Sangsad, BFUJ,
DUJ and DRLU.

Shahjalal varsity

Concern at death threats
to VC and Proctor

By DU Correspondent.

The Federation of Bang-

ladesh University Teachers'

Association (FBUTA) yesterday
expressed grave concern at the
death threats to the Vice-
chancellor. Proctor and a
teacher of Shahjalal Univer-
sity. given allegedly by some

activists of Jamaat-e-Islami

and its student front Islami
Chhatra Shibir in Sylhet.

In a statement, the FBUTA
also condemned the attack on
15 I]nurna]jsts by ‘Jamat-Shibir
activists' during a public meet-
ing of the four-party o
alliance at Laldighi
Chittagong on Sunday.

The FBUTA also expressed
concern at the recent anatt:htng
of six ‘identified terrorists
from police by Shibir activists

aidan in

and their procession on the Ra- °
University campus

jshahi
‘violating the authorities' or-
der’.

The teachers' federation de-
manded exem Ia? punishment
of those involved in the inci-

dents and ur%;ﬂ all pro-libera-

tion forces to united against
anti-liberation forces.

The Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee (Committee
for Eliminatin
Collaborators of ‘71) also con-
demned the death threats to
Shahjalal University teachers
and attacks on journalists in
Chittagong and on a procession
of Sammilito Nari Samaj in

position

Killers and

Dhaka city by Jamaat activists.

The committee in a state-
ment signed by poet Shamsur
Rahman and Kazi Mukul said
incidents of violence by anti-
liberation forces increased in
recent times due to patronisa-
tion by the main opposition
party and government's inac-
tion.

It said, "Fundamentalist
forces have enforced an indefi-
nite student strike at Shahjalal
University to resist naming of
halls after Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Shaheed Janani
Jahanara Imam.

“The fundamentalists again
proved their lt;rall}r to Pak-
istani generals Niazi, Rao For-
man Ali and Tikka Khan by at-
tacking the procession of
Sammilito Nari Samaj",

The leaders said the gov-
ernment, by not trying the
killers and collaborators of '71,
has created the path for them to
“take revenge”. They, along with
BNP, are now engaged in a con-
spiracy to make Bangladesh a
Pakistan again. the leaders al-
leged.

They called upon the gov-
ernment to take stern action
against those engaged in sub-
versive activities. "Otherwise,
both BNP and Awami League
will have to bear the conse-
quence”.

Pro-AL students

clash at DU

By DU Correspondent

Tension gripped the Dhaka
University campus yesterday as
two ruling party-backed student
groups chased each other trying
to gain control of a dormitory.

Two BCL activists -- Sagar
and Mesbah - were ln[lurr:d ol-
lowing assault by rival activists
at Zia Hall.

Witnesses said the trouble
began yesterday noon when
Monir, president of Zia Hall
unit of BCL, asked his organis-
ing secretary Rizvi not to take
free meals at the hall canteen.

Rizvi. responsible for many
incidents of campus violence,
did not pay heed to his presi-
dent, hall sources said.

Monir warned Rizvi again
when he along with some of his
associates had taken free iftar
[rom the canteen yesterday.

An angry Rizvi responded
with a threat on Monir's life
brandishing his sawed-off rifle,
witnesses said. But Monir
backed by his group of followers
drove Rizvi out of the hall.

The two groups then began

chasing each other when Rizvi,
aided by an ally from adjacent
Mohsin Hall, tried to stage a
comeback.

The Rizvi group led by assis-
tant literature secretary of BCL
central committee Abdul Wadud
Khokon approached the Zia
hall, Monir's supporters chased
them away.

Some Rizvi supporters took
refuge at Jasim Uddin and
Surya Sen Halls. Two of them
entered the Jasim Uddin Hall
with firearms in their posses-
sion. witnesses said.

In an instant drive, police
searched Jasim Uddin Hall but
failed to arrest the youths or re-
cover their guns.

The Rizvi group made an-
other attempt but failed. A
number of Rizvi followers were
also beaten up and ousted from
Zia Hall.

Campus sources said Rizvi
and his followers were now at
Mohsin Hall and preparing for
another drive to regain control
of Zia Hall.

Two businessmen
shot, robbed of
Tk 7.5 thousand

By Staff Correspondent

A gang of muggers opened
fire on two young businessmen
and snatched Tk 7.5 thousand
from them at Naya Paltan
crossing yesterday evening.

The victims were identified

| as Shamim, son of Borhanud-

din and a residence of New
DOHS and Mostafiz. Their con-
dition was stated to be critical.

Shamim and Mostafiz, both

suppliers of corrugated iron
sheets. were crossing Naya Pal-
tan area in a rickshaw at about
6 pm. Four muggers stopped
their rickshaw and asked them
to hand over their valuables.

The miscreants fired on
them as they refused to comply
with their order. Shamim was
shot in his hand and Mostafiz
in his back and chest.

The gang left the spot imme-
diately after snatching Tk 7.5
thousand from them.

The injured businessmen
were rushed to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

When contacted Mmif|hf:el
police said that they have heard
about the incident and a mobile
team was sent to the spot.

Cancel CCC
polls schedule:
Opposition
By Staff Correspondent

Opposition alliance leaders
yesterday reiterated their de-
mand for immediate cancella-
tion of Chittagong City Corpo-
ration’s polls schedule to avoid
'conflict and confrontation in
the month of Ramadan'.

Addressing a post-hartal
press briefing at 29 Minto Road,
they said the government b
announcing the polls schedule
compelled the opposition to
call a hartal against its will.

The opposition leaders
warned they would announce a
tougher programme soon to
force the goverpment to cancel
the CCC polls resign.

MP M. Shamsul Islam, BNP
vice chairman, said the gov-
ernment, as in the past, re-
sorted to state and party terror-
ism across the country to foil
the hartal.

He said the 9-hour hartal in
the country was a cnm?lete suc-
cess, since people from all
walks life spontaneously ob-
served the hartal, ressing no
confidence in the Awami League
government.

Abdullah Al Noman, the
BNP's acting general secretary,
said the AL government created
a reign of terror throughout the
country, especially in Chit-
tagong.

The BNP general secretary
said the BDR, police and AL ter-
rorists launched an attack on
opposition pickets and ob-
structed processions in the port
city that left unspecified num-
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CUJ to boycott
programmes of
4-party alliance

CHITTAGONG, Dec 13: The
Chittagong Union of Journal-
ists (CUJ) today decided to boy-
cott four-party opposition pro-
%ﬁgmes till January 3, reports

The decision was taken as a
mark of protest against attack
on working journalists while
covering the 4-party opposi-
tion’s public meeting at
Laldighi Maidan on Sunday.

Some 15 journalists were in-
jured in the attack by opposi-
tion activists at the fag end of

| the meetjng[. Two of the injured
a

were still
hospital.

The meeting over, the jour-
nalists brought out a sllé'n{ Ern-
cession prolesting the attack.

Cte doctors

rom page 1

Control room source said
only emergency squads were
providing emergency medicare
service (o patients,

On the other hand, the doc-
tors at %:lwernment and private
clinics here continued to ob-
serve two-hour token strike
from 11 am everyday.

Poor patients who came
from remote areas for treat-
ment at CMCH and General
Hospital, were returning home
due to the strike.

Earlier, the doctors stopped
private practice and the hospi-
tals remained open. But on Sat-
urday the doctors resumed pri-
vale practice and began strike
at Chittagong Medical College
Hospital and Chittagong Gen-
eral Hospital.

nguishing in the

'Hidden agenda' on Ram temple

NEW DELHI, Dec 13: The In-
dian parliament was adjourned
today after .1le opposition
walked out over a reported
pledge by a provir cial minister
to build a temple on the debris
of a demolished mosque, re-
ports AFP.

The chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh. Ram Prakash Gupta,
was quoted by the Hindu news-
Eiper as saying "constructing a

m temple at Ayodhya ... as
far as the BJP is concerned is
ver;_,l" much on the agenda."

he main opposition
Congress and the communists
demanded an explanation from
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee over the reported re-
marks and accused the govern-
ment of having a “"hidden

| agenda.”

Vajpayee rejected the opposi-
tion allc%tinns arguing his
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) was determined to keep
the temple issue out and his pre-

election manifesto had no
mention of it.

But an united opposition
staged a walkout from the dower
house.

"l have also read these re-
ports and tried to find out what
was said. | am trying to get the
full report,” Vajpayee said,
adding what was puﬁlished in
newspapers was "‘not necessar-

ily ... altogether true.’
"We have no hidden agenda

arnd the ... controversial issues
are not on the NDA agenda on
which we have come to power.
Nobody should have any doubt
or confusion about it," he said.
Hindu zealots linked to the
ruling nationalist BJP party
say they are determined to build
a multi-million-dollar temple
for the Hindu warrior God
Rama in the northern town of
Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh.
Thousands of Hindu fanatics
tore down the Babri mosque in
Ayodhya in December 1992, set-

triggers opposition walkout

ting off the worst Hindu-Mus-
lim violence in India since in-
dependence in 1947, in which
some 2,000 people were killed.

Hindu zealots razed the
mosque believing it was built by
Moghul emperor Babar in the
16th century on the ruins of a
Rama temple. After the demoli-
tion they constructed a make-
shift temple at the site,

Vajpayee said his coalition
government was "committed to
its agenda of governance. This
is linal and this is what the
government is following.

"Some people talk here and
there (on the temple issue)
which is not correct. They
should not talk like this.” Vaj-
payee said.

Communist leader Somnath
Chatterjee said Vajpayee was
not being serious while other
opposition members demanded
the prime minister clarify the
BJP's stand on the controver-

See page 11 col 7

Ctg hartal: 50 hurt

From page 1
polls.

Opposition leaders accused
police of obstructing their ac-
livists from coming out of their
party offices.

Meanwhile, a clash broke
out at around noon in front of
the local BNP office as police
stopped a Laldighi Maidan-
bound procession of opposition
supporters.

According to witnesses,
about 30 people were injured in
the clash. Police lobbed teargas
shells amid used batons to dis-
perse the processionists.

.The agitating activists ex-
ploded home-made bombs and
threw stones at policemen dur-
ing the hour-long clash, also
marked by chases and counter
chases. Thirty were arrested
from the spot.

Over 20 people were injured
in another {:lasﬁ between police
and opposition supporters on
the road connecting the t:itlx' to
the port. A police constable of
the port thana sustained bomb
injury in the clash that later
involved dock workers.

Police used shot-guns and
teargas shells to disperse the ag-
itators who exploded cocktails
and stoned the riot police.
Twenty people were detained
there.

Police batoncharged a small
protest march by opposition
workers at Anderkilla at
around 9:30am and detained 10
pfﬂglf from the spot.

hase and counter chase
between police and opposition
activists also took place at Bo-
hoddarhat, Dewanhat and
Alanker crossing, from where
police arrested another 10.

However, normal life was
paralysed in the port city and
its surrounding areas amid a
tense situation.

Most of the vehicles except a
few rickshaws stayed off the
roads and highways.

Shops and markets were
shut during hartal period. De-
livery of goods to and from
Chittagong port was suspended

while partial cargo handling
was carried out inside the jet-
ties, port sources said. Railway

sources said trains to and from
Chittagong ran as usual.

UNB adds: Barbed wire
lences were erected around the
Zila Parishad office while huge
contingent of police and
paramilitary BDR deployed in
the port city which is experienc-
ing trouble over the CCC elec-
tion schedule.

Awami League held a rally in
front of its office at Darul Fazal
Market before formally submit-
ting nomination paper for the
party candidate. Labour and
Employment Minister MA
Mannan addressed it.

The incumbent mayor Alhaj
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury is
vying for his re-election to the
mayvor post from Awami
Lfa%xoe- Major opposition par-
ties boycotted the polls.

Alter the rally, Mohiuddin
Chowdhury in a hutfe Erm:es-
sion marched towards the Zilla
Parishad to submit his nomi-
nation paper. Ministers MA
Mannan. Engineer Mosharraf
Hossain, Chief Whip Abul
Hasadant Abdullah and Di-
pankar Talukdar MP led the
procession.

As the procession reached
near the Zilla Parishad office at
about 11:45 am, six homemade
bombs were hurled at the
Awami League leaders and
workers. However none was in-
jured.

The bomb explosion was fol-
lowed by a chase and counter
chase between the law enforcers
and opposition activists picket-
ing in the area.

ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury
said he is contesting the elec-
tion with the consent of the
people in Chittagong. "After re-
ceiving consent from the resi-
dents of Chittagong. | am sub-
mitting nomination paper,” he
said.

BNFP leader Mir Nasiruddin
who was surrounded by police
and BDR men at BNP office at
Nasimun Bhaban said, "We are
kept confined by police and
BDR. Arms were handed over to
the people of the ruling party. It
will be a worst election by keep-
ing us confined. People won't
accept it.”



