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Festival '99: sammilito Sangskritik Jote
has organised a 3-day Victory Festival '99 on areas ranging
from the Central Shaheed Minar to Institute of Fine Arts,

Victory

Shahbagh on the Dhaka University campus. Eminent essayist
and intellectual Sardar Fazlul Karim will inaugurate the
festival programme. Venue; Central Shaheed Minar prenmises,
T 3@1} pri.

Memnrial IHEEtiﬂg: Shahidul Islam Smoriti
Parishad will hold a memorial meeting on poet and freedom

fighter Shahidul Islam. Venue: Liberation War Museum audito-
rium. Time: 3:00 pm,

Lecture: a lecture will be held on "Role of Science Muse-
ums in Mass Education in the 21st Century in Developing Sit-
uation.” Organisers: Science and Technology Ministry and
Museum of National Science and Technology. Venue: Miiseum
premises, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time: 2:30 pm.

Film show: mukiir Katha, a documentary by Tareque

and Catherine Masud will be screened. Venue Shishu Academy
prenises. Time: 6:00 pm.

ceremony:
ceremony of Dr Naim Ahmed's book 'Public Interest Litigation:
Constitutional Issues and Remedies’ will be held. Organiser:
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST). Venue:
CIRDAP auditorium, Chamely House, 17, Topkhana Road.
Time: 4 pm.

The publication

Film show: muktir Katha, a documentary by Tareque
Masud and Catherine Masud will be screened. Venue: Shishu
Academy premises. Time: 6:00 pm.

ISL. presentation: information Solution Ltd has
organised a presentation on 6 New Technologies for the New
Millennium. An Iftar party will follow the presentation. Venue :
IDB Bhaban premises. Agargaon. Time : 3 pm.

Temperature may fall

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy
sky over the country during next 24 hours till 6 pm today,
reports UNB.

Night temperature may fall by 1 to 2 degree Celsius over the
country during the period and further in next two days, the Met
Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 30.0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Teknaf and the lowest 12.9 degrees at Satkhira.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:13 pm and rises to-
morrow at 6:32 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were;:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 28.0 18.3 87 73
Chittagong 28.6 19.4 98 78
Rajshahi 28.0 14,0 74 67
Khulna 29.0 15.4 78 72
Barisal 28.4 14.0 80 81
Sylhet 29.0 17.4 71 66
Cox's Bazar 29.5 200 91 83

Recipients of Eid Fashion Design Competition organised
by Annaydin,a fortnightly, at Sonargaon Hotel in the

city yesterday.

— Star photo

North South University (NSU) accorded a reception at its

campus on

December 10 to

Dr G Warren Smith,

President of Slippery Rock University, USA who came all
the way from Pennsylvania, USA to attend the
convocation ceremony. Chairman of NSU Foundation, M
A Kashem (left) and NSU Pro Vice-Chancellor Prof Hafiz
G A Siddiqi handed over a crest to Dr Smith (right).
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Justice Latifur Rahman. speaking as the chief guest at a
seminar held on December 9 on 'Human Rights and Law
Enforcement’ organised by Bureau of Human Rights

Bangladesh

(BHRB)

observance

of the b5lst

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. From left are Iqbal Sobhan Chowdhury, advocate
Saidur Rahman, advocate Md Shahjahan, SMA Hossain,
Barrister Amir-Ul Islam and Justice Md Abdur Rouf.
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Khaleda hosts
iftar party for
diplomats

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia hosted
an iftar party for the diplomats
of 12 Muslim countries yester-
day, reports UNB.

High Commissioners or
Ambassadors of Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Palestine, Morocco, Qatar,
Kuwait, Iran, Iraq. United Arab
Emirates and E t in Dhaka
attended the iftar party at Hotel
Sheraton.

BNP leaders M Saifur Rah-
IIdan.
Hossain, Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury, Moudud Ahmed, Tariqul
Islam, Shamsul [Islam. M Mor-
shed Khan, Reaz Rahman, Moy-
een Khan and Selima Rahman
were present.

Attack on Jatra
stage 1n City:
5 hurt

By Staff Cnrrespn.ndent

Five people received bullet
injuries as Jocal residents at-
tacked a ‘Jatra stage and
clashed with the management
and the supporters ot Jatra
group at Bhashantek in the
city's Kafrul area yesterday.

According to witnesses the
local youths locked into an al-
tercation over staging Jatra in
the holy month of Ramadan
and suddenly opened fire on the
rivals which created panic in
the area at about 10 pm.

During the hour-long clash
both parties traded gun shots
and exploded crackers in which
five ’lji:;euple were injured.

e injured persons were
identified as Manu Mian, 20,
Salauddin, 20, Jalal, 26, Nuruz-
zaman, 40, andjLucky, 25. They
were sent to the Dhaka Medical
Enllcﬁe Hospital with bullet
wounds.

The Jatra stage was set up
few days back and local resi-
dents were demanding an end to
staging Jatra in the holy
month. But the Jatra manage-
ment did not pay head to that
call which ultimately led to the
attack.

When contacted the duty of-
ficer of Kafrul thana said that
the officials were yet to return
from the spot.

‘Project
national
heritage’

Minister ol State for Infor-
mation Prof. Abu Sayeed ves-
terday called upon fashion de-
signers (o project the national
heritage and indigenous culture
abroad through their creativity,
reports BSS.

"Sections of people, who
were the beneficiaries after the
fatefisl night‘of August 151975,
have been polluting the social
environment by importing dis-
torted alien culture” he said,
ad-::lini.{ 95 per cent people have
no relation with such foreign
fashion culture.

The state minister said this
while speaking as the chief
guest at a prize giving function
on Eid dress and design, organ-
ised by fortnightly Annodin. It
was also addressed, among oth-
ers, by Fashion Designer and
UNESCO Special Envoy Bibi
Russel and Chief Editor of Ann-
odin SM Mizanur Rahman Ma-
sum.
Referring to the bright
Bangladesh in
ashion and design Prof. Sayeed
said it is the land that hold an-
cient civilization and unique
cultural heritage which could
contribute significantly to the
flourish and modernization of
this industry in the world in the
next millennium.

Later, the state minister gave
away prizes on 14 events among
the winners.

The participating organisa-
tions included Henri Heritage, K
Craft, Silk Dynasty, Dressidel,
Grameen Udoog, Mela, Ettadi
Hasin. Satuli, Shaj, Angan's,
Sneha. Ogi, and Niloy Handi-
crafts.

BFUJ, DUJ
discussion
tomorrow

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) will jointly held a dis-
cussion to mark the 'Martyred
Intellectual Day' tomorrow at
11 am at the Jatiya Press Club,
says a DUJ press release.,

BNP team to
visit China
By Staff Correspondent

A five-member high lcvel
BNF delegation led by its secre-
tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan left hcre for Bangkok
yesterday on a goodwill visit to
China.
Other members of the delega-
tion are: BNP Vice Chairman
Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain MP.
Chairperson's Advisory Council
Member MM Rezaul Karim,
joint secretary general Ashraf
ossain and Mizanur Rahman
Sinha MP.
The delegation boarding on
Thai Airlines left Dhaka at 1:25
pm and will first arrive in
Ban_r%:mk and later go to Beijing.
ai ambassador in Dhaka
Pithaya Pookaman saw the
BNP leaders off at Zia Interna-
tional Alrport. said a press re-
lease. Earlier, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Dhaka accorded a re-
ception to the visiting delega-
tion.
Earlier, a good number of
BNP leaders and activists, in-
cluding central leaders Prof MA
Mannan, Selima Rahman,
Haris Chowdhury, Abdul Man-
nan MP. Lutfuzzaman Babar
and Rezabudowllah Chowdhury
were preserit at the airport to

saw their leaders off.

Khondokar Mosharraf

The Committee to Protect Oil, Gas Resources brought out a procession in
various demands in the city yesterday.

support of its
— Star photo

Those turbulent day's of '71

NETRAKONA, Dec 12: The
valiant resistance raised by un-
armed [JED]i)IE’ of Jogirpara, a
remote village of Durgapur
thana under Netrakona dis-
trict. against the occupation
forces will be forever inscribed
in golden letters in the history
of our Liberation War, reports
BSS.

The villagers in those turbu-
lent days created "hard-rock
unity” among them and raised
resistance against the tyrant
Pakistani occupation forces
with all their might.

In t' e August of 1971, the
quiet .nd remote village was
stained with blood of innocent
people by the notorious Pak
army. The occupation forces
conducted regular raids in the
village to loot foodgrains, cattle
heads, valuables and money,

During the raids, the merci-
less and gruesome soldiers did
not even spare children and
women of the village.

The barbaric campaigns of
the Pak army caused serious re-

sentment among the villagers.
Al one stage, a local school
teacher. Tasiruddin, organised
close-door meetings with a
group of courageous villagers.

The meeting took decision to
build resistance and raise level
of awareness among all the vil-
lages about the atrocities of the
occupation army.

On August 25, 1971, two
drunken Pakistan soldiers
armed with two automatic rifles
arrived at the village from
Durgapur army camp and
stormed the houses of the vil-
lage. A group of villagers be-
longing to the resistance group
quickly cordoned the house and
as planned the landlord Chot-
tani Miah and his young
brother with two sharp axes
made a surprise assault on the
two Pak soldiers,

Other villagers armed with
sharp weapons rushed to the
scene and snatched the rifles of
the soldiers after overpowering
them. The angry villagers
killed the soldiers and the next

The unarmed villagers of Netrakona

day handed over their bodies
and weapons to the freedom
fighters camp at nearby Indian
border.

The Pakistani forces retali-
ated, burning down the houses
of the village and leaving a trail
of devastation behind.

The villagers were not able
lo resist this attack of as the
Pakistani forces were armed
with modern and heavy
weapons. However, the incident
of mass action against the Pak-
istan army in the remote vil-
lage inspired the patriotic peo-

le of the district as well as
reedom fighters at that time to
raise resistance against the oc-
cupation forces during the re-
maining of the liberation war.

Recalling those days of his-
tory. noted freedom fighter
Jalaluddin Talukder told BSS
that the heroic role, courage
and commitment of unarmed
ﬁegp]e of the village Jagirpara

ad broken the morale of the
aimless and characlerless Pak-
istani forces.

Election to the executive
committee of Dhaka University
Teachers' Association (DUTA)
will be held on December 21.

The polling to the 15-mem-
ber body DUTA, which plays
and important role in various
national and political issues,
will be held at the University

EIUb from 10 am to 2 pm on the
ay. . 5 L
 Two panets —riling Aivar

League-backed "Blue Panel” and
BNP-supported "White Panel” —
are vying for the posts. Left-
leaning Pink Panel is not con-
testing this year's election.

The candidates of the Blue
Panel are;: Dr RIM Aminur
Rasheed for the post of presi-
dent, Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury for vice-president,

Chowdhury for treasurer, Dr
Mohammad Anwar Hossain for
general secretary, Dr Hashibur
Rashid joint secretary.

Candidates fnragc post of
members are Dr AJM Nowsher
Ali Khan, Dr ATM Nurur Rah-
man Khan, Dr Kazi Shahidul-
lah, Dr Syed Gias Uddin
Ahmed, Mohammad Jalal Ud-
din Rumi, Nasreen Mahvab. Dr
Mohammad Moniruzzaman, Dr
Mohammad Muhibur Rahman,
Dr Mohammad Mesbah Uddin
Ahmed and Dr Sharifullah
Bhuiyan.

White Panel announced its
candidates Prof SMA Fayez of
Soil Science and the incumbent
general secretary of the associa-

Dr Mohammad Ashraf Uddin -

All set for DUTA polls on Dec 21

By DU Coriespondent

tion Ferdous Hossain of Politi-
cal Science for the posts of pres-
ident and general secretary re-
spectively earlier,

The other candidates of the
panel are: Prof Anwar Hossain
of IBA for the post of vice-presi-
dent, Prof Abu Ahmed of Eco-
nomics for the post of treasurer,
Dr Mahmud Osman Imam of

~-Elpance end Paalng [ ot

Haider, Prof Anwarullah
Chowdhury, Prof Abdul Momin
Chowdhury, Prof Abul Kalam
Monjur Morshed. Prof Masuda
M Rashid Chowdhury, Prof
Rahim B Chowdhury, Prof Zi-
natunnesa Tahmida Begum,
Prof Abdul Bashar, Prof
Khalilur Rahman and Prof Am-

jad Hossain for the post of

-members;

Meanwhile, a hectic ram-
paign is going on among the po-
litically affiliated teachers of
the university as the date for
election nears.

In last year's election, out of
15 posts, White Panel bagged
seven 'seats, including that of
president and general secretary
while Blue Panel managed
eight, including that of vice-
president and treasurer.

Some 1,200 teachers of the
university will exercise their
franchise to elect new execu-
tives of DUTA for the next one
year. Prof Abu Zafar Mahmud
will conduct the election as
election commissioner.
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Visitors at a dress exhibition at Alliance Francaise in
the city. The exhibition is organised by Aaakor, a
- leading home of handicrafts.

— Star photo

Liberation War

museum set up
at BOU

A liberation war museum
has been set up at the central li-
brary of Bangladesh Open Uni-
versity (BOU) campus at
Gazipur, says a press release,
Inaugurating the museum
yesterday Vice-Chancellor Prof
M Aminul Islam said the mu-
seum has been established in
commemoration of the sacrifice
made by the valiant freedom
fighters to whom the nation is
greatly indebted.

78 documents on various
events of liberation war and a
large number of pictures and

video tapes have been placed in
the museum.

BNP leader
dead

Veteran politiclan and
member of the BNP National
Executive Committee Advocate
Reazul Hag Chowdhury died of
cardiac arrest at the National
Heart Disease Institute in the

city yesterday morning, reports
UNB.

JU first year.
Hons classes to
begin in Feb
By JU Correspondent

First year honours classes of
1998-99 academic session will
begin at Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity (JU) in the third week of
February next year.

This was decided by the uni-
versity authorities at an emer-
gency meeting on Thursday,
sources said. * :

With acting Vice-chancellor
Prof Abdul Bayes in the chair,
the meeting was participated by
deans of different faculties, di-
rectors of institutes and chair-
men of all the 24 departments.

The winter vacation will be
shortened and Masters Final
examinations completed by
February 15 to reduce session
jam.

Deans of faculties and direc-
tors of institutes will hold regu-
lar meetings with chairmen of
departments and discuss all as-

pects,

)

Sultana Shaheda
onoured

American Bio-
graphical In-
Stitute® has
awarded the
prominent so-
cial worker
Sultana Sha-
heda Islam the
— prestigious

title. "Woman of the Year" for
E outstanding contribution to

The Institute's International
Board of Research has honoured
her for her excellent service and
overall dedication for the
welfare of the community.

At present, she is the Dist,
Governor of Lions Clubs Inter-
national Dist., -315 -Al,
Bangladesh. She is the first

{ woman in the 41 years history

of Lionisim in Bangladesh fo

hold such position as Dist. Gov-
ernor.

BFUJ, DUJ condemn

attack on newsmen

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) yesterday condemned at-
lack on journalists immedi-
ately after the meeting of the
opposition alliance at Laldighi
Maidan in Chittagong, reports
BSS.

BFUJ president Abul Kalam
Azad and secretary general
Akhter Ahmed Khan, DUJ
president Altaf Mahmud and
%eneral secretary Abdul Jalil

huiyan in a statement said at
least 15 journalists were in-
jured as they were attacked by
the opposition activists durin
the meeting of the alliance cﬁ
BNP, Jamaat, JP and 10J.

They protested the heinous
attack on professional journal-
ists, who went there to cover the
meeting, and said that no re-
sponsible person or party can
behave such a barbarous man-
er.

They urged the authorities
concerned to take immediate
steps to ensure exemplary pun-
ishment to the culprits and to
take all efforts to ensure
smooth functioning of the
press.

DU programmes
for Dec 14, 16

By DU Correspc.ident

Dhaka University has
drawn up programmes to ob-
serve the M:artyred Intellectual
Day and Victory Day in a befit-
ting manner.

The programmes on Dec 14
include hoisting of the national
flag atop all the administrative

and academic buildings of the
university at 6:30 am., t:ungreﬁ?-
tion of teachers, student, o
cers and emplo of DU at the
Aparajeo Bangla and bring out
of silent processions, said a DU
press release.

The procession will march
through the DU Central Mosque
and place wreaths at the grave-
yards of the martyred. The
silent procession led by the
university VC will thern march
up to the Martyred Intellectual
Graveﬁ'ard at Mirpur and place

ths.

wrea
Prayer and fateha will be of-
fered at all the residential
halls, mosques and temples
seeking salvation of the de-
souls. A discussion meet-
ing will be held at the TSC audi-
torium at 10 am on the day.

To observe the Victory Day.
members of DU will gather at
the Aparajeo Bangla and place

wreaths at the National Mau-
soleum at Savar. Prayers will
also be offered seeking divine

blessing for the martyrs.
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11-party begins AL programmes

mass contact

programme

By Staff Correspondent

The eleven-party alliance

yesterday began a 20-day coun-

de mass contact to mo-
b iﬂt;lpmplc's support to build
an "alternative political force"
on the basis of their 16-point
demand.

Sources said the alliance
during the mass contact till De-
cember 31, leaders and activists
of the parties will distribute
leaflets, held public rallies,
processions and exch views
with cross section of .

On the first day of the pro-
gramme yesterday in the capi-
tal, leaders of the parties
launched a massive mass con-
tact at Paltan, Baitul Mukar-
ram, Stadium Gate, Banga-
bandhu Avenue, Ramna Bha-

ban, Gulisthan Square. Nur
Hossain Square and Muktan-
areas. They also distributed

eaflets among the people and
exchanged views, said a press
release.

A number of central leaders,
including Mujahidul Islam Se-
lim, Azizul Islam Khan, Sid-
diqur Rahman, Bazlur Rashid
Firoz, Haji Abdus Samad, Mor-
shed Ali, Saiful Haq. Igbal Ma-
jumder. Dilip Barua, Mostaq
Ahmed and Abdus Salam took
part in the mass contact.

The 11-party leaders will ex-
change views with Krishak and
Khetmajur union leaders at
2:30 pm today at the office of
the Sramik-Krishak-Sama-
jbadi Dal, said a release.,

IT Day

observed

By DU Correspondent

The Department of Com-
puter Science of Dhaka Univer-
sity yesterday observed IT Day
99 at the newly constructed
Science Complex of the univer-
sity.

Lt Gen (retd) Nuruddin Khan,
Minister for Science and Tech-
nology was present as the chief
guest while Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Vice Chancellor of
the university chaired the inau-
gural session.

Among others, Prof. Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury, Dr Towfi
Elahi Chowdhury, Muhamma
Aziz Khan, chairman of Khulna
Power Company Ltd, Prof Lut-
far Rahman and Dr M Alamgir
Hossain addressed the inaugu-
ral session.

The programme was organ-
ised in collaboration with
Khulna Power Company Ltd.
Chairman of the Khulna Power
Company Ltd also handed over
Tk 12 lakh bank cheque to the
VC for the computer science de-
partment.

The other programme of the
day include IT exhibition and
seminar. Prof M L Rahman and
Dr M Alamgir Hossain pre-
sented Keynote papers on Y2K
Preplem, jn, Bangladesh’, and

lectronic Commerce’ respec-
tively in the seminar.

Stern action if

quota in job for
FFs' children
not maintained

The government will take
stern action against those who
are violating government order
for maintaining 30 per cent
quota in service regarding ap-
pointment of children of free-
dom fighters, reports BSS,

The Ministry of Establish-
ment in an order said that chil-
dren of [reedom fighters are re-
portedly deprived of the job

uota as in many cases the au-
thorities violating the office
order giving lame excuses. "This
is very unfortunate and sad.”
the order said.

The government would take
the issue seriously and the deci-
sion has been forwarded to all
ministries, departments and
government, autonomous,
semi-government and corpora-
tions to implement the order
accordingly.

Rob, Maya shocked
at death in Bhola
launch capsize

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister ASM Abdur Rob and
State Minister for Ship];:ing
Mofazzel Hossain Chowdhury
Maya have expressed deep sor-
row at the loss of lives in a
launch capsize at Magjher Char
in the river Meghna Saturday,
reports BSS.

In a condolence message
Sunday, Rob asked Ramgati
thana and Lakshmipur district
administrations and voluntary
organisations to put their all-
out efforts in the rescue opera-
tion.

In a separate condolence
message, Maya assured that
punitive measures would be
taken against the guilty after
[inding out the cause of the ac-
cident through investigation.

He prayed for the peace of the
departed soul and expressed
sympathy to the members of the
berea family.

The Executive Chairman of
Board of Investment (BOI) M
Mokammel Haque also ex-
pressed his deep shock at the
death of the launch passengers
and conveyed his heartielt
sympathy to the bereaved fam-
ily members.

Death anniversary

The first death anniversary
of Alhaj Advocate Syed Sham-
suzzoha. ex-president o/ Bager-
hat Law College and eminent
lawyer of Bagerhat Di=trict Bar,
will be observed at Ba serhat to-
day, reports BSS.

A milad and a doa mahfil
have been organised at "Mitha-
pukur Mosque” near "Shelter,”
the residence of the late lJawyer
at Amlapara, Bagerhat, er
Esha prayers, familv sources
said. :

A Qurankhwani and fi
of destitutes will be organised at
Sharui orphanage, sources said.

on Martyred
Intellectual
Day, Victory Day

Bangladesh Awami League
has chalked out an clnhoarﬁlile
rogrammes to observe the
artyred Intellectuals Day on
Tuesday and Victory Day on
Thursday. reports mll%.

The programmes include
hoisting of black ﬂaf and keep-
ing the national and party flags
at half-mast at the party cen-
tral office and party offices
across the country at 5:30 am.

Awami League will place
wreaths at the portrait Fa-
ther of the Nation bandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at
Bangabandhu Bhaban at 8:05
am and at the Martyred
Intellectuals Graveyard at Mir-
pur at 8:35 am.

Wreaths will also be placed
at the Rayer Bazar mausoleum
at 9 am and joining the inaugu-
ral ceremony at the national
memorial.

Programmes on the Victory
Day include hoisting of na-
tional and party flags at the
party central office and all
party offices at 5:30 am, placi
of wreaths at the nationa
memorial at 6:40 am and at the
portrait of the Father of the Na-
tion at Bangabandhu Bhaban at
8:05 am.

Awami League will also or-
ganise rallies and processions
after the holy Eid-Ul-Fitr to
celebrate UNESCO's proclama-
tion of February 21 as Interna-

tional Mother Language Day
and the Victory Day.

Jubo League

From page |
damaged cars and other vehi-
cles, creating panic in the area.
Police on duty in the area did
not intervene, witnesses added.
Kashem was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.
Police reinforcemenis
rushed to the spot but the ac-
tivists managed to flee. None
was arrested and no case was
filed in this connection till 10
pm, Tejgaon police said.
Some witnesses said the In-
cident was a sequel to long
drawn rivalry between the two
roups over toll collection in
rwan Bazar, a major whole-
sale market.

Ctg terrorist

From page |
pm today.

A terrorist in the Nasirabad
Industrial area and an armed
cadre of Akhteruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu backed 'Kader
Group," Chhera Akbar was
wanted in 12 criminal cases,
including dacoity, mugging, and
extortion,

Supporters protesting his
arrest, put up barricade and ex-
ploded bombs in the afternoon
in Polytechnic area creating
panic.

.- hile. .
A, lnsel, Bepel

loaded LG from middle Hali
Shahar Adorshapara area last
night.

The miscreant identified as
Faruq Mia, 22, was caught red-
handed when he alongwith his
accomplices was trying to
commit mugging in that area at
around 9 pm yesterday.

Ctg journalists

From page |

Azadi — were critically injured
in the assault, all ly by sup-
porters of the alliance. They
were admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

The journalists who were
covering the meeting came un-
der attack as they voiced protest
against some remarks. by a
speaker Mufti Ezaltarul Huq,,
convenor of Chittagong unit of
Islami Oikya Jote,

Police rescued them.

Meanwhile, the attack trig-
gered strong protest from
newsmen here.

Chittagong Union of Jour-
nalists condemned the incident
and demanded punishment of
the attackers. It will hold a

rotest rallgr of journalists at
hittagong Press Club at 11 am
tomorrow.

Steps to free
city from traffic
congestion adopted

A meeting of the Greater
Dhaka Transport Planning and
Co-ordination Board (G B)
was held yesterday with the
adoption of some new measures
to help free the city from trafTic
congestion and pollution, re-

Showcause
From page 1

The counsel for the peti-
tioner concentrated their ar-
gument mainly on three counts.

Barrister Maudud contended
that the schedule was an-
nounced for election in 41
wards and against 51 wards in
the earlier election schedule. By
excluding 10 wards, the Elec-
tion Commission curtailed the
fundamental rights of voting of
the :Iectnratgys ?]L those w?rdugs
guaranteed Constitu .

Secondly, he argued that
there was not adequate time in
between the announcement of
schedule and holding the polls
as election rules.

e counsel submitted that
the timing of election coincides
with the od (last 10 days of
Ramadan) of 'Ehteqaf when the
devoted Muslims will not be
able to exercise their right of
voting because of religious pre-
occupation. Therefore, the -
tion of election schedule was
against the tenets of Islam, ar-
gued the counsel

Opposing issuance of rule
deput‘{l attorn Barrister Im-
man Ali and dur Rahman
Mustafa submitted that exclu-
sion of 10 wards from the elec-
tion was in accordance with the
decision of the government,
which is entitled to do it.



