Theatre for Human Rights

Ain O Salish Kendra organizes a theatre festival keeping Human
Rights into focus
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Universal Declaration of

Human Rights include the right
to life, liberty, and security of
persons: to freedom of
conscience, religion. opinion,
expression, association, and as-
sembly; a secure society and an
adequate standard of living; to
education; and to rest and
leisure,

These are just some of the
primary rights described in the
Declaration of Human Rights
but unfortunately how many of
us are blessed to be in the fort
ground of absolute observance
of human rights? The question
how painful it may be must
again and again be asked, until
human rights to the whole of
humanity is ensured.

The view undeniably has a
utopian aura; still little steps
will take us to the highways of
success. Yesterday- 10 of De-
cember was the World Human
Rights Day. To commemorate
the day, Ain O Salish Kendra
(ASK} organized a daylong the-
atre festival on December 8; two
days earlier which was a part of
their Human Rights Day cele-
bration programme.

Barrister Amirul Islam,
President of Ain O Salish
Kendra, inaugurated the festi-
val. The guests present on the
occasion were, Justice KM.
Sobhan, Professor Mojaffar
Hosen, Dr. Syed Jamil Ahmed,
Asadujjaman Nur, Pijush
Bandhapadhaya, Afroja Banu,
Sabina Bari Lucky, Shahidul
Islam Sacchu, and the executive
director of ASK. Barrister
Salma Sobhan.

The theatre festival featured
almost 20 union level theatre
leams from 4 districts Kustia;
Netrokona, Sherpur and Jhi-
naidaha. The most fascinating
factor about this festival was
that the performers came from
different strands of life; they
were not trained or profession-
als. These theatre artists like to
call them human rights ac-
tivisis rather thap theatre ac-
tivists, They have a. definite

goal Lo make the anarginalized.

people aware ol their rights.
They are working to achieve
that goal through their relent-
less work that has been going
ont for almost a year and they
plan to go on with their mission
uritil their goal is-achieved.

The issues that were raised
were. Rape, lllegal Salish, Po-
lice Brutality, Hilla, Dowry,
Polygamy. Violence against
women and children;, Child
marriage, Oral divorce, Fatwa
and many more.

identity in her husband's
house. When her son grew up,
she was bounded to him. The
son took all her properties and
did not take care of her. So as a
daughter, as a wife, as a mother
she led her life without having
an entity of her own. She led a
life, which was set for her by
others. The last comment of
Kushum leaves us wondering
about the real status of a women
in our society as she says, "I
have been a daughter, a wife, a
mother but when will I become
a human being”. The play was
performed by Kailati Union
Level Theatre of Netrokona
district.

Kustia's Jagati theatre put
forward a story of Bina. Bina a
rape victim reveals the plight of
her life. How she is banished
from the society by an illegal
Salish as she had been raped.
The men who raped her go un-
punished. The woman who has
already been viplated is vio-
lated again and again by the so-
ciety and the so-called social fa-
thers, perhaps not physically
but mentally and spiritually
she is left destroyed. The day-
long festival thus unfolded such
issues that needs a lot of con-
templation and demands a so-

lution. The support- and the
cheers in the audience showed
the impact created on the gen-
eral public

Since 1996, the '‘Gender and
Social Justice Programme' of
ASK has been working to create
an awareness among the

{ purpose and

prominent and influential
people like the local Chairman,
teachers, kazis, salish mem-
bers, and other local leaders
and senior members of locality.
In organizing these sessions
ASK activists have realized that
it is not enough to raise aware-
ness only among the local lead-
ers rather it is necessary tlo
spread the message among the
general people to ensure the rule
of law and human rights in the
society.

Popular theatre i¢ a very at-
tractive and tive medium
for organizing people from ev-
ery sector oi the society. The
popular Theatre for Human
Rights Unit is thus working to
reach out to the mass people of
the country,

The main objectives of Popu-
lar Theatre Unit (PYU) is to or-
ganize a theatre team consist-
ing of local youths, students,
artists, and other interested
people from all classes of soci-
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Ain O' Shalish Kendra organised a colourful rally on December 8

sist 4hre team members to con- .

tinually develop themselves as
local human rights activists
and to increase the participants
of women in the social and cul-
tural activities.

Union Level Theatre Unit,
supported by Ain O Salish
Kendra. is working with a defi-
nite cause and programme; they
help to form Union Level The-
atre Teams (ULTT) through or-
ganizing different training ses-
sions. They train ULTT mem:-
bers on methods on locating lo-
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dlre!"ULLT meétnbers 'monttor
the légal and human rights sit-
vation and their violations in

their localities. play an effec-

tive role in preventing illegal
salish, to take part in local sal-
ish and so on.

The festival also featured a
colourful rally, a theatrical
presentation by the working
children and Baul Gaan.

Human Rights is a vast issue
and the vision to ensure human
rights for everyone may become
a stretched out idea but still no

Kushum tells the story of her
life to her grand daughter. How
as a daughter she was not al-
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ely. to raise mass legal and hu-
man rights awareness in the lo-
cal level, through theatre, to as-

cal problems, analyzing them
and create plays accordingly.
they perform issue based the-

harm in dreaming and this
dream will guide us to work to
make the dream a reality.

repairing damaged boats and
making new ones - a color
lithograph by the young and
promising artist Roosevelt
Benjamin D' Rozario. His first
solo printmaking exhibition
started at the Alliance Fran-
caise de Dhaka on December 9,
Prominent artist Moham-
mad Kibria was present as chief
guest at the inaugural ceremony
while it was presided over by
Mahmudul Huque, Director. In-
stitute of Fine Arts, University
of Dhaka. Mohammad Kibria,
in his speech said, “The situa-
tion of my health is not so good
these days, so | rarely attend
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Roosevelt Benjamin D' Rozario
any exhibitions. But only for
Roosevelt | came today. His
works are good. I am sure you
will like it." In her speech,
France Lasnier, Director, Al-
liance Francaise de Dhaka, who
was alsp present at the occasion
as honorable guest, said, “I ap-
preciate Roosevelt's works. His
realistic subjects and human
figures are good for commercial
publicity. His
works reminds me of the Ency-
clopedia and the®Japanese
woodblock printing.”

Most of Roosevelt's subjeats
are realistic like human fig-
ures, landscapes; portrait.
Mainly he uses woodcut and
color lithographs. He also uses
linocut, dry point, etching and
aquatint. Some of his paintings
reflects subjects like the do-
mestic animals and landscapes,
some are of boats. especially re-
pairing and mending of
launches and boats. He also has
a large collection of portraits,
some self-portraits with funny

ex%inns and portraits of g%
wainien. Sl

+He uses light shades of Ma-

roon, Green and Muddy-Brown -

colours along with dark con-
trasts of Black, Brown and
Green. Some portraits and
landscapes are in simple Black
and White where he played with
light & darkness.

Roosevelt used some un-
common subjects, in one of the
woodcuts titled The Subject of
Press Room he drew the work-
ers working at the press. He
used yvellow and Muddy-Brown
in it. which give the work a very
Impressive contrast. In another
woodcut he drew the shops
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selling the leftovers of the fast
food shops and titled it - Poor
Fast Food Shop.

Roosevelt's works proves the
hardwork that he has put in to
his exhibition. He is still study-
ing at the MFA at the Institute

of Fine Arts and has a long way
to go in his life. His works are
inspiring and shining. He
should stick to his work and
bring out something new for
future. The exhibition will re-
main open to all from 3.00pm -
8.00pm till December 16.
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Viewers enjoying the works at the World Press Photo Exhibition at the Drik Gallery

Questioning Our Liabilities -

The premiere show of short film Kagaj Kurani held at the Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

By Abdus Saboor

Lalu who lives in a village
slum of the West Bengal,
India, His daily routine
includes waking up' in the
morning and going to the
Dumdum Cantonment Station
by train. which is about twenty
miles away from his home.
Lalu earns his living by
picking waste paper from the
railway station and the nearby
sireets and selling them in a
small price. He earns a small

sum of money, which is about
len rupees a day.

T HERE is a poor boy name

Lalu has no concern for his
health. When hungry. he gorges

L
i

A

scene from K&gai Kurani'

cheap food at the nearby park.
Then he rests for a while, sings,
and takes a nap.

Getting up from the sleep, he
again starts picking waste pa-
pers. He stares at the posture of
a movie and longs within him-
self to watch it. He buys a packet
of biscuit and with the rest of
the money he buys a ticket for
watching movie. After watching
the movie; he goes to the rail
station and returns home.

The above-mentioned story
could ‘well be described as a
synopsis of a film but this is ac-
tually the detailed summary of
a twelve and half minute long
short film, named ‘Kagaj Ku-

the Alliance France de Dhaka
on December 8, 1999, In the
film, nothing happens outside
this simple story and there is
nothing dramatic about the
shooting of this film but there
is a clear message coming
through the film.

The short film though shot
in Calcutta; the story closely
lollows our own existing social
system.

The little boy is a represen-
tative of the unprivileged chil-
dren of our country. When he is
supposed to study in school, he
is engaged in hard work to earn
his livelihood. Though primary
education has been made com-

in the book and Lalu does not
know anything about a school.

We are still thriving to pro-
vide a healthy environment to
our children. There are many
Lalus walking in every streets
of the country and it is time to
queslion our liabilities towards
them.

Kagaj Kurani is the first pro-
duction of Palash Communica-
tionn, The film has been written
and directed by Shahiduzzaman
Badal. For Badal, this is his
first film and under many in-
conveniences. he did well.

-Child artist Zakir played the
role of Lalu.

took place a discussion meeting
on the film. Eminent art critic
Mostofa Monwar was present as
the chief guest. In his speech; he
said that any piece of art should
be criticized for the sake of art
itself. He said that Badal was
not particularly right in choos-
ing the theme of the film. The
theme is very common and does
not appeal too much to the au-
dience unless it is technically
flawless. Mostofa Monwar then
pointed to some of the technical
shortcomings in the film and
suggested for another fresh edit-
ing of the film. He wished the
young Badal good luck and
thanked him for his hard-
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