DHAKA SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1999

sity will observe IT Day
no

IT DH}T: Department of Computer Science of Dhaka Univer-
1999.
Minister Lt Gen (Retd) Noor Uddin Khan. Venue: Science

hief guest: Science and Tech-

Complex Bhaban, DU campus. Time: 9:00 am.

Rally: National Committee for Protection of Oil-Gas Re-
sources will hold a rally, followed by a procession towards the
Prime Minister's office. Venue: Muktangon. Time: 11:00 am.

Prize distribution: The declaration of the Anyadin

Eid Fashion Competition 2000 and its

prize distribution will be

held. Chief guest: Prof Abu Sayeed, State Minister for Informa-
tion. Venue: Surma Hall, Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 10.00 am.

Meeting:

Bangladesh University of E
Bangladesh Environment

A meeting of the organising committee for the
International Conference on Ban
will be held. Organisers: Poribes
ineering and Technology (BUET),
etwork (BEN) and Coalition of

adesh Environment (ICBEN)
Rokkha Sopnth (POROSH).

Environmental NGOs (CEN). Venue: ITN conference room. Civil

building, BUET. Time: 3.30 pm.

Film show: Muktir katha, a documenta
Masud and Catherine Masud, will be screened.

by Tareque
enue: Shishu

Academy premises. Time: 5:30 pm.

Memorial

meetin
Parishad will hold a memorial meeting on poet and freedom
fighter Shahidul Islam. Venue: Liberation War Museum audito-
rium. Time: 3:00 pm.

g: Shahidul Islam Smriti

Lecture: A lecture will be held on "Role of Science Muse-
ums in Mass Education in the 21st Century in Developin
Situation.” Oganisers: Science and Technology Ministry an

Museum of National Science and Technolo
premises, Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

. Venue: Museum
ime: 2:30 PM.

Film show: muktir Katha, a documentary by Tareque
and Catherine Masud will be screened. Venue: Shishu Academy -

premises. Time : 5.30 PM.

Ctg

Light rain likely in
Light rain is likely to occur at a few places over Chittagong
division and at one or two places over Barisal and Sylhet

divisions during next 24 hours till 6 pm today
remain mainly dry with part
during

Weather ma
elsewhere over the country

. reports UNB.
cloudy sk

the od the Met Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature oi 29.5 degree Celsius was

recorded at Bogra and the lowest 15.5 d
The sun sets in the capital today at 5:13 pm an

morrow at 6:32 am.

at Dinajpur.
rises to-

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius Percentage
‘ Max Min Morning Evenil;%
Dhaka 27.9 20.1 74
Chittagong 254 18.0 98 91
Rajshahi 272 17.0 71 72
Khulna 28.7 186 72 63
Barisal 29.2 184 91 81
Sylhet 25.5 20.2 72 78
Cox's Bazar 25.5 212 95 100

Death anniversary

By DU Correspondent
: e 1HE third de-

sary of noted
journalist
Mujibur Rah-

During his

. illustrious
Frnfessinnal life, Badal worked
or Bangla daily Sangbad,
Morning Post and weekly Sakal
Barta and Chittrali, said a press
release.

He was also the president of
Narayanganj Press Club and
associated with various socio-
cultural organisations includ-
ing Rotary Club.

Family of Badal will organ-
ise a Milad Mahfil at Deuvogh
Madrassah after Asr prayers
today. An iftar party will also
be held and foods will be dis-
tributed among destitutes on
the occasion.
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The second
death an-
niversary of
Komol
Bhushan Roy
Chowdhury,
former
DUSCU VP
and noted so-
cial worker
will be ob
served today, says a press re-
lease.

K B Roy Chowdhury Smriti

sad in a statement yester-

day recalled Roy's contribution
towards helping Bangalees
stranded in Pakistan after the
Liberation War.

ath anniver-

man Badal--
will be ob-.
served today..

two-decade of

Death anniversary of
Nizamuddin Ahmed

today

,«By.DU Correspondent
=~ The 28th death annivefsary

- of =8haheed Nizamudd-if 18
k|

Ahmed, a gallant joarnali
during the turmoil days of lib-
eration struggle, will be ob-
served today.

Nizamuddin Ahmed was
kidnapped and killed by the
Pakistan Occupation Army in
1971, said a press release.

He started his career as
journalist in student life and
played an important role in the
War of Liberation. His contribu-
tion will be ever remembered in
the history.

Besides a number of na-
tional dailies and agencies,
Nizamuddin worked for a good
number of international news
agencies in his illustrious ca-
reer.

He was the first and only
correspondent of the then "Pak-
istan Press International” and
established the agency in the
then East Pakistan with his re-
lentless effort. Later, he became
the editor of the agency.

Nizamuddin was also the
Dhaka correspondent of BBC,
AFPA and UPI and covered vari-
ous national and international
events.

He was elected to the Provin-
cial Assembly in 1965 and vis-
ited a number of countries as
member of various delegations.

He obtained his graduate de-
gree from the Economics De-

partment of Dhaka University
in 1952.
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Death anniversary

By DU Correspondent

The 29th anniversa of
martyrdom of four brothers
and their brother-in-law in the
country's War of Liberation will
be observed today.

The five valiant [reedom
fighters embraced martyrdom
at the end of struggle for inde-

ce in 1971.

The Pakistani occupation
forces with the help of their lo-
cal collaborators abducted the
three brothers Mokarram Hos-
sain Mukul. Monsur Hossain
Monju, Mostak Hossain Anju
and their brother-in-law Yusuf
Ali from their Maghbazar resi-
dence in the city and killed all
of them at Dhaka Cantonment

Mymensingh JP
office ransacked

MYMENSINGH, Dec 11: Dis-
trict Ja‘l:Hfa Party office was
ransacked today by a proces-
sion of JSD-backed Chhatra

e protesting comments of
JP Chairman HM Ershad
against Rashed Khan Menon
and Hasanul Hag came under
attack by the JP activists, re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses said the proces-
sion of BCL (C-K) came under at-
tack twice when it was passing
by JP office near Natun Bazar
in the town provoking angry
protestors to unleash an attack.

on December 11.

Another brother Mosharraf
Hossain Ranju was killed while
fighting against Pak army in a
march to Dhaka from Rupgﬁ:lj
of Narayanganj on December
12.

In observance of the day, a
milad mahfil and Quran
Khlvani will held at 74/F New
Airport Road, Mohakhali resi-
dence of freedom fighter Capt
(Rtd) M Mozammel Hossain, LEE
eldest brother of the martyrs af-
ter Magreb prayers today.

Relatives, friend and free-
dom fighters of the martyrs
have been requested to attend.

25 held in
Chittagong

CHITTAGONG. Dec 11:
Twenty-five miscreants, in-
cluding three terrorists and toll
extortionists, were arrested by
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) from different parts of
the city during the past 24 hours
ﬂng at 6 pm today, reports

CMP detectives arrested ille-
gal arms holder and terrorist
Hasan from a city hote]l last
night. A 01-7 mark-4 cut-rifle

was recovered from his posses-
sion.

o

Mrs Carmen Z Lamagna, vice-chancellor of the AMA International University-
Bangladesh (AIUB) giving away certificate to a graduate at the first Convocation
ceremony of the University at the Sonargaon Hotel in the city yesterday. Dr Anwarul
Abedin chairmian of Board of Trustees of the university is also seen.

Left Front leaders blast Khaleda for 'unholy alliance'

Inu, Menon may sue Ershad

Two main Left Front leaders
Hasanul Haque Inu and Rashed
Khan Menon yesterday said
they are contemplating to sue
former autocrat and Jatiya
Party leader Gen H M Ershad
for his recent "libelous com-
ments” against them.

In their reactions to BSS,
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
leader Inu and Workers' Part
leader Menon said they have a]y
ready consulted with senior le-
gal experts to sue Gen Ershad
who recently made public re-
marks about "bribery" allega-
tions against them.

They said their legal action
would come soon after consul-
tation with Dr Kamal Hossain.

They also expressed their
dismay over the recent four
party opposition summit pos-
ing a question as to why the
E;rr:;tr fPlltlllTlE Minister and

ader of the sition Begum
Khaleda Zia ?11;1]{!& to takegﬁie
"burden of Razakar and
Shairachar” (collaborator and
autocrat) whom the nation
would never allow to visit the
sacred places of the nation in-
cluding the Shaheed Minar,
National Mausoleum and Na-
tional Intellectuals' Graveyard.

Criticising the ceremonial
alliance of rightists, fundamen-
talists and autocrats, the JSD
leader said there is no justifica-
tion of co-opting Ershad as po-
litical partner of BNP to oust a
democratically elected govern-
ment. "Ershad is popularly
known as a killer, autocrat and
enemy of democracy,” he
pointed out.

"The politics of conspiracies
and killings will continue as
there is existence of evil forces
like Ershad in political arena,”
he remarked.

Urging the Prime Minister to
arrest Ershad for his misdeeds,
Inu ridiculed him (Ershad) as "a
proven betrayer." He also urged
the Prime Minister to take Er-
shad into custody and put him
to trial for his illegal takeover
in 1982.

Criticising Begum Khaleda
Zia, Inu said the politics of
democracy and development
cannot go together having "un-
holy alliance with autocrat Er-
shad and collaborator Golam

~Azam.”

JSD leader urged the opposi-
tion to launch constructive pro-
grammes instead of "destructive
politics of hartal” which has al-

ready tzken a dearly toll from
the country’'s economy.

Inu said, "It is surprising as
to how Begum Khaleda Zia has
begun can;]ying such burdens
like Ershad and Golam Azam
who were rejected by the nation
and condemned in history."

"The fall of the present gov-
ernment is not the ultimate
goal of the BNP-led alliance ...
they have some secret agenda
which Begum Khaleda Zia is
hiding for gaining some un-
known goals," said Inu.

He urged Begum Khaleda Zia
to dump autocrat Ershad and
collaborator Golam Azam and
return to the main stream of
democratic politics.

Workers' Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon said the
formation of the four-party al-
liance can not help democratic

olity. "The unholy alliance of
undamentalists and rightists
is another retreat for the nation
from the path of democracy and
progressiveness,” he remarked.

"We had criticised the simi-
lar alliance with Awami League
in the past ... that also failed to
bring welfare for the nation,” he
added.
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A glimpse from the catwalk of the fashion show of Anannya Eid Fashion Competition
2000 winners held at Hotel Abakash yesterday.

— Star photo

Roundtable on child ri _ghts told

National consensus exists on
abolishing child labour

Government leaders, leading
opposition lawmakers, senior
officials and representatives of
the concerned agencies yester-
day called for taking measures
to uplift condition of children
by abolishing child labour as
far as possible, reports BSS.

They said that national con-
sensus existed on such an in-
nocuous issue and it was neces-
sary to spare no efforts through
innovative ideas for allout de-
velopment of the children.

Held under the aegis of the
Media Group of Child's Rights,
the roundtable was attended by
Political Adviser to the Prime
Minister Dr SA Malek, Com-
merce and Industries Minister
Tofail Ahmed, State Minister
for Planning Dr Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir, State Minister
for Women and Children Af-
fairs Prof Zinnatunnessa
Talukdar. former Commerce
and Industries Minister Sham-
sul Islam, MP, former Plannin
Minister Air Vice Marsha
(retd) AK Khandker, MP, and
former state minister for civil
aviation MA Mannan MP.

Presided over by Shafiqul
Amin Ferdousi, president of the
committee, it was also ad-
dressed by its secretary general
Kazi Omar Khayyam. Journal-
ist and columnist Zaglul
Ahmed Chowdhury moderated
the roundtable.

Finance Secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, Primary Education
Division Secretary Dr Saddat
Hossain, Joint Secretary of
Labour Ministry Daliluddin
Mondal, ILO Director in
Bangladesh Anees Hasnain,
UNICEF official Shampe
Lgalungpa, AT Siddiqui of
"Sishu Adikhar Forum” and Dr
Maswdoor Rahman, a child
health specialist also attended
the roundtable.

Dr Malek said that im-

provement in the working con-
ditions of children is very
portant and stressed that be-

im-

havioural attern towards
children and women wnrkir;ﬁ
in houses and other areas ne
to be ch ed. )

He said that only the raising
per capita income is not desir-
able but establishment of social
justice and equity are neces-
sary. He called upon the civil
societies to come forward to as-
sist the government and im-
plementers of programmes de-

8 get Jatiya
Sangbadik
Kalyan
Samity award

State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya yesterday said the press is
now enjoying full freedom in
the country, and this would
continue in the interest of
democracy and the rule of law,
reports :

The state minister was
speaking at a function to mark
the fourth founding anniver-
sary of Jatiya Sangbadik
Kalyan Samity in the National
Sports Council auditorium in
the city yesterday.

Chaired bgr samity president
Delwar Bin Siraj, the function
was addressed by lawmakers
Mustafizur Rahman and Alhaj
Mokbul Hossain.

On the occasion. the samit
awarded medals and certifi-
cates among eight persons for
their contributions in different
fields.

The recipients of the medals
are: S M Ali (journalism)
[posthumously], Mokbul Hos-
sain (social welfare), Moham-
mad Enamul Huqg (literature),
Noor Hossain Balbi (film-mak-
ing), Subrata Sengupta (music),
Sohel Rana (film acting), Diti
(film acting) and Ruksi (singer).

signed to promote the interest
of children.

Tofail Ahmed said there is
no differences among political
parties on the promotion of
children's rights and added that
a national consensus exists on
the issue,

He said it is an age of trade
and commerce, and it is neces-
sary to judge things from that
perspective.

He said Bangladesh would
become a prosperous mid-level
income nation by 2020 when
the per capita income is ex-
pected to go up to $2,000, but
reminded that social justice is
just as important for a happy
and healthy society.

The commerce minister said
the Seattle conference discussed
"labour standard" where there
was no unanimity because
nnthinﬁ was accepted which
could further margipalise the
developing and least developed
nations.

Dr Alamgir said children's
rights are being seriously taken
care of in the fifth five-year
plan and added that it is neces-
sary for the state and society to
provide the children with nutri-
tious food along with education
and medicines.

Shamsul Islam said a solu-
tion to the child labour problem
has to be found out in
Bangladesh context and added
that the previous BNP govern-
ment initiated several mea-
sures, especially in the ready-
made garments sector for the
abolition of child labour.

M Mannan said even when
child labour exists, technologi-
cal advancement can be used to
reduce their rigours.

He suggested that
ment and other organisations
consider providing some
equipment to c goods in-
stead of forcing children to take
them on their heads which is
quite dangerous for their health
in the long-run.

govern-

AIUB convocation
ceremony held

The first convocation cere-
mony of AMA International
University Bangladesh
(AIUB) was held yesterday at the
Sonargaon Hotel Grand Ball
Room, says a press release.

Forty-four students were
awarded Bachelor de in
their respective disciplines of
Computer Science, Computer
Engineeringé Electronics &
Computer Engineering, and
Business Administration (MIS).

The convocation pro me
was presided over by the uni-
versity Vice-Chancellor Car-
men Z Lamagna as authorised
by the Chancellor Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed.

Chief Justice Mustafa Kamal
attended the convocation as the
Chief Guest.

Kim H Willis of California
Riverside University, Fro-Vice-
Chancellor Dr. T Hossain, UGC
Chairman Prof ATM Zahurul
Hugq, Trustee Board Chairman
Dr. Anwarul Abedin, Honor
President Qazi Jalal Ahmﬂ
Dean Prof Anwaar Hossain
spoke on the occasion and con-
gratulated the graduates.

Parents, guardians and dis-
tinguished guests from home
and abroad attended the cere-
mony.

Call for protection
of migrant
workers' rights

abroad

By Staff Correspondent

Justice Habibur Rahman has
called for adherence to the In-
ternational Convention on the
protection of the rights of all
migrant workers and members
of their families.

He was speaking as the chief
guest at the Democracy Audito-
rium of Khan Foundation on
Rights of Immigrant Workers
and Human Rights organised by
Welfare Association of Repa-
triated Bangladeshi Employees
(WARBE).

Joint secret AMM Reza-
E-Rabbi, of Labour and works
ministry, emphasised to pre-
pared static's and a Database
directory to utilised experienced
repatriated workers.

The key not papers were read
out by general secret of
WARBE Anisur Rahman Khan
and Vice-President Syed Saiful
Hug Asif.

yed Nizamul Huq Nasin of
Ain-0O-Salishi Kendra de-
manded prnﬁer initiatives by
Bangladesh high commissions
abroad to fight against the re-
pression of Bangladeshi mi-
grant workers.

Among others Advocate
Rokshana Khandaker, Victor
Gomej of CCDB also spoke at
the seminar.

Seminar on admn
, reforms today

A seminar will be hold on

- "Policy Research: A Review of

ministrative Reforms with
omen's Development Implica-
tions" at the conference room of
Bangladesh Institute of Admin-
istration and Management
(BIAM) in New Eskaton at 9.30
am today, says a press release.
This is one of the six re-
search studies undertaken by
Policy Leadership and Advo-
cacy for Gender Equality
(PLAGE) Project of Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs.

The programme s divided
into 2 sessions, the first will
commence at 9.30 am and the
second at 11.35 am.

Ctg doctors

From page 1
press conference here today.

"We have been compelled to
go for the second phase of pro-
grammes including suspension
of hospital services here, as we
did not %et proper response
from the law enforcing agency.
Terrorists responsible for the
attack on Dr Nilkanta have not
yet been arrested’, Kaderi said.
"Police is playing a silent role
in this regard,"” he said.

Other programmes included
token strike by doctors in all
government and non-govern-
ment clinics and boycott of
classes and demonstration by
CMC students for two hours
from 11 am everyday.

The movement will continue
till the arrest of the culprits, he
said.

However, private practice by
doctors and services in private
Elinics resumed today after four

ays.

Vice-president of central
BMA Dr Nurjahan Bhuiyan and
General Secretary of Chittagong
BMA Dr. AQM Sirajul Islam
also spoke at the press confer-
ence.

Some doctors also came un-
der attack by terrorists and toll
collectors on different occa-
sions earlier but no action was
taken by the law enforcing
agencies, they added.

Tudjman dead
From 12
Franjo Tudjman ceased to
beat.”

Flags were lowered to half-
staff, and all cultural, sporting
and entertainment events were
canceled for a three-day
mourning period. New presi-
dential elections are to be held
within 60 days.

At a European Union sum-
mit in Helsinki, Finland, the
EU's foreign policy chief said
Tudjman's death should open
the way for change not only in
Croatia but throughout the
troubled Balkans.

"A major figure of Croatia
and the Balkans has disap-

ared,” Javier Solana said. "We

ave to hope that the elections
that will now take place in
Croatia, the new political situ-

ation, will help Croatia in the
direction of a ocratic coun-

Tudjman retained his vir-
tual one-man rule to the end de-
spite a reputation for corrup-
tion, cronyism and inefficiency
that plagued his ruling Croatian
Democratic Union. -
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PM: Non-MP leaders

From page 1

BBC Bangla Service yesterday
broadcast a report based on
key-points of the interview
taken recently,

Hasina said she is willing to
talk with all concerned includ-
ing her friends and foes to re-
solve the political crisis. "But a
section of the BNP leadership,
now deciding matters in the
Rirt}r. is opposing a consensus

tween the government and
the Oppusiu:rrﬁ "

About the demands of four
opposition parties -- BNP,
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and 10J -- Hasina told the
newspaper: These four parties
had always been identical in
their thoughts, ideologies and
activities.

Asked about her part
Awami League’'s alliance W‘lti’l
JP and Jamaat (against the
then BNP government), she said
the unity was forged on parlia-
mentary affairs and the parties
then represented in the Parlia-
ment launched an agitation
from inside the House.

The prime minister defended
formation of her government in
coalition with former general
Ershad's JP, saying her party
"adopted a successful tactic
maintaining differences of ide-
als and principles”.

She claimed that the AL had
emerged as majority party in
parliament with an edge of only
one seat in the 1996 general
elections, but the party feared

that some of its MPs might be .
killed or kidnapped. »e

“To be on the safe side, we re-
confirmed our majority in the
Parliament with the support of
(Ershad) of Jatiya Party and
ASM Rab (of JSD{‘

Hasina denied BNP allega-
tion that some 70,000 cases had
been filed against more than
10,000 activists of the and
asked it to give a list of such
cases,

"Earlier investigation into

such allegations revealed that
cases had been filed against
many BNP leaders and workers
during the rule of that party.”
She also denied the allega-
tion that the Opposition law-
makers were not allowed to
speak on the floor of the House.
Proceedings of the Parliament
will show that the Leader of the
Gﬁposiunn was given the floor
whenever she had asked for it."

Asked about AL's election

pledge to t autonomy to Ra-
dio and TV, Hasina feared that
it could trigger work stoppage in
those.

She, however. mentioned
that her ernment allowed a
private TV channel to te.

The prime minister denied
that the country lacked a de-
fence policy and said "We can’t
disclose our war strategy.”

Brushing aside allegations
that AL is a pro-India ‘j:art}r.
Hasina said, "BNP and JP are
the two parties most liked by

« India.”

Brigadier's death

*.From page 1

right to know when the body of
a senior military officer is
found in a I of blood in
broad day light in the heart of
one of the country’s biggest can-
tonments, Though delayed, the
Army Court of Inquiry, which
has started functioning, is a
welcome step.

. The Court of Inquiry needs
to address certain questions.
These include why the body of
the deceased was not sent to the
Combined Military Hospital
under the supervision of the

Military Police or rﬁgu!ar police
even if it was beyond hope.

According to all reports, the
incident occurred after 3pm on
December 8. However, the body
of the deceased was kept at the

lace of the occurrence till the
ollowing da
taken to the Chit

when it was
tagong General

‘Hospital for autopsy, which as

Ercss r:ﬁ.rts said was done in a
urry. ere are hardly any
known examples when in
peacetime a soldier's body is
taken for autopsy to a civil hos-
pital whereas a military hospi-
tal is located nearby.

Normally officers of his
rank are given personal side
arms, known as service re-
volver or service pistol: which
one would be inclined to use il
one wanted to indulgésn an act
of sui¢ide. Even if he was nat

cagrying his pcrsuﬁ; weapén,

access to a personal weapon of
an under-command officer was
not difficult. Of all means, a
sub-machine gun (SMG) was
used, so was it said by the [SFR.
The place of the incident
should have been sealed off af-
ter removal of the and the
weapon believed to have been
used should have been confis-
cated. That it was not sealed at
least till the following day was
evident from the decision to

.take the body to the civil hospi-

tal a day after the occurrence.
The weapon was seized only
yesterday, four days aflter the
incident, and that too by the
police team under Panchlaish
thana where the UD case has
been filed.

The death of Brigadier Ash-
faque has something to do with
the glory and valour of the
Bangladesh Army. The death of
such an accomplished soldier,
who was adjudged the best cadet
in his batch while being com-
missioned in 1970, cannot be
seen in isolation. One also
points to the fact that he was
the most senior serving officer
of his rank at the time of his
death. It is also important to
note that he was being tipped to
be sent to the Bangladesh mis-
sion in Islamabad as defence at-
taché, snm:thlggg the ISPR con-

firmed. '
Any death by desigrCis omi-®
: £ath ' suicide’

nous. Of cour
_A

is cowardice. | o

| _sa_idasnurc:in

DCC makes blunder

From page 1
any application from the DCC
to register the insecticide, an of-
ficial said.

But the DCC has floated ten-
der at least thrice so far to pro-
cure the insecticide.

DCC sources said the deci-
sion to buy the spray machines
was taken by its Mosquito Con-
trol Committee (MCC) despite
warnings by entomologists
about non-availability of
proper insecticide,

“After they found out that
the machines could not be used,
they tried to run those with
other kinds of insecticide, but it
failed in field level efficacy
tests,” said one source,

The efficacy tests were con-
ducted by the MCC which in-
clude the Assistant Director of
DCC's Mosquito Control 'De-

Ctg: Jubo Dal

From page 1

Selim is wanted in a number
of cases, including five murder
cases, police said.

The killing sparked off vio-
lence as the agitated supporters
of Selim went on the rampage
and put up barricades on vari-
ous city roads.

They also damaged some
150 vehicles and set fire to five

Shikdar

From page 1

Besides, he frequently used
to threaten different police offi-
cials for intensifying patrol in
Skid Ghat and railway colony
areas.

Police further alleged that
Sharif Hannan has been ob-
structing government’'s revenue
earning Irom Skid Ghat. His
bail prayer was rejected by the
court this afternoon and he
was sent to district Jail.

According to police and eye
witnesses, Sharif Abdul Han-
nan is the arch rival of Shik-
dar. Ershad Shikdar brutally
killed four persons for support-
ing Sharif Hannan in captur-
ing leadership of Khulna r
handling workers' union.

But tew days after arrest of
Shikdar, Hannan tried to cap-
ture Skid Ghat in the same style
which Shikdar had done.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing in the cig' following arrest
of Hannan. Supporters of his
group in the brought out a
procession, in the morming to
protest arrest and demand his
unconditional release.

Handling workers of his
oup in the Awami League
ave threatened to paralyse all

activities at Skid Ghat and
Khulna Bazar.

Meanwhile, police recovered

a sawed-off rifle from Skid

Ghat today.
operation will be

A com

resumed tomorrow to evict
those who have been resettled
by Sharif Hannan in the Skid

hat and rnﬂwmmlnny areas
KMP.

partment as Member Secretary
and its Chief Health Officer,
representatives from PPW, In-
stitute of Epidemiological Re-
search and Diseases Control
(IEDCR) and Humayun Kabir
Commissioner of Ward-59 as
members.

The initiative to buy the
spray machines was taken by
Kamal Chowdhury, Convenor
of MCC and Commissioner of
Ward-36 (Motijheel area), the
sources said.

They also alleged that the
procurement price of the ma-
chines was shown at a much
higher rate than the actual
price. In the international
market, the price of such a ma-
chine is 5,000 to 6,000 US dol-
lars, equivalent to Tk 2.5 lakh
to 3 lakh, they claimed.

When contacted, Kamal
Chowdhury first admitted that
the machines could not be run

'due to non-availability of
proper insecticide in the coun-
try. But he insisted that
mosquito menace was not so
grave in recent times to use
those machines.

When asked whether those
machines would be useful in
fighting the persistent threat of
Dengu fever in the city, he
replied in the negative saying,
"Mosquitoes carrying the
Dengue germ could be found
only inside houses, not in open
spaces.”

When asked why the ma-
chines were bought ignoring
warnings by entomologists,
Chowdhury replied, "Now that
we have the machines, the in-
secticide would be imported.”

The MCC Convenor however
said they have decided that the
ULV spray machines would use
"SICOFLYING". an adulticide
now being used in hand fo
machines. “The tests have
satisfactory and we will soon
start the drive,” he said.

Asked about the price,
Chowdh said, °I will have to
look into the files to tell you the
price”.
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and fishing boats.

Hundreds of people includ-
ing relatives of those missing
were seen on both banks of
Meghna at the disaster site and
at Daulatkhan thana till last
night in search of the victims.

The magistrate said the top
of the sunken launch could be
seen till about 4 pm, but it dis-
appeared later in high tide,
making rescue operation im-
possible.

BIWTA Chairman Abdul
Karim, when contacted last
night, said salvage ship ML
Hamija left Barisal for Majher-
char yesterday evening and it
will begin operation this morn-
ing to salvage the launch.

" This launch (ML Falguni)
did not have any route permit
and the route in which the
launch sank is not a
route”, he said in Dhaka.



