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law and Our Rights

"All citi '
citizens are equal before law and are

~ﬁ]]tﬁrﬂl,§ﬁr 5

entitled to equal protection of law"-Article 27 of the Constitution of the

¥ %7 | . :
People's Republic of Bangladesh

Problems of Implementation of Human Rights

the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. In recent
years human rights assumed
nFct:la.I importance in the fabric
ol international relations. It is
also widely admitted that the
observance of basic human
rights is the corner-stone of
peace and security of nation

countries which are con to
the concept of human rights.
tlylisuue of laws b;fi;t the law en-
orcing agencies often ha S,
S0, the weakness of laws ]:mld
be removed and those laws
should be amended or ;
if contrary to human ts.

9. The United Nations can

and Some Recommendations

by Nazmul Huda Shamim

Some states have become party to human rights tréati;s,
reasons. But they have rendered themselves doubly

Human Rights Day and

s purely for cnsmet;c
delinquent not only by

states. The quest for human
rights has become a fundamen-
tal aim of the world commu-
nity. We have witnessed consid-
erable efforts to develop na-
tional, regional and interna-
tional measures for the protec-
tion and promotion of human
rights throughout the 20th cen-
tury
human rights is yet to reach its
destination.

Problems of implemeﬁ-
tation:

Although there are about one

hundre International
Covenants, Conventions, Dec-
larations and Regional Human
Rights Instruments, but human
rights are yet to establish all
over the world. Every moment
human rights are violated
in national as well as in inter-
national

on Civil and Political Rights
are far remote from the actual-
ity of civil and political life in
many n
of the third world.

There are certain drawbacks
to the implementation of hu-
man rights. Like the Intepna-
tional Law, Human Rights Ma-
chineries have also some inher-
ent weaknesses. But in order to
implement human rights to the
people at large, we have to over-
come all sorts of weaknesses
those are existing in the field of
its implementation.

Concept of State
Sovereignty:

In order to implement hu-

man rights, states can take ap-
propriate measures. But if we
consider the existing situation
in the application of human
rights, it will be clear that the
greatest onslaught in the im-
plementation of human rights
comes from the state parties.
The primary obstacle here is
that of the concept of state
sovereignty. The sword of na-
ty is still hang-

of the con
of human rights. o

Declaration of Emer-
gency :
Sometimes. declaration of
cmergency proves itself as an
obstacle in the field of imple-
mentation of human rights, Ef-
fects of emergency on human
rights have been most grave. Se-
‘lective use of emer ency, ad-
versely affects the life of eth-
nic, linguistic and religious
minorities and often their fam-
ily life too, thus violating the
rights to non-discrimination
and self determination.

Reservation is Another

Onslaught :

There is hardly any substan-
tive provision in the [nterna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) which
is nqt subject to reservation or
decl g by one state or an-
other. By virtue of the reserva-
tion . some Euro-

ean Countries like France
ave declared that in the case
of a conflict between their obli-
ations under the European
onvention on Human le
and the ICCPR, the former
prevail. Thus, the universali

of human ts notwithstand-
ing, regionalism prevails over
universalismn. This way reser-
vation power proves {t-
self as an obstacle to implement
human rights.

. But the implementation of

level. Provisions of
the United Nations Convenants

ind dent states

continuing to violate human rights, but also by
minimum supervisory mechanism of such instruments.

‘National Security

Doctrine :

National security doctrine is
also creating problems in the
field of implementation of hu-
man rights. Often in the devel-
oping countries, in the name of
national security or stability,
political parties and political
activities are prohibited and
the former ruling elite is dis-
posed of. This situation is cer-
tainly against the implementa-
tion of human rights. Misuse or
improper use of national secu-
rity doctrine creates obstacles
in the path of implementation
of human rights

Problems in Dealing

with Inter-state Com-
plaints :
Weakness of inter-state

complaint system stands as an-
other barrier in the way of im-

lementation of human ts.
e existing system for dealing
with interstate complaints is
extremely weak. In various
human rights instruments, the
inter-state complaint system is
a%plicahle only on those states
who have recognised this sys-
tem. Thus, provision of prior
ratification is one kind of prob-
lem in dealing with inter-state
complaints. Eventually the
same creates problem to Im-
F’kmmt human rights.

roblems of Individual

Petition System :
Individuals can submit peti-
tion to the respective human
rights organs in various human
rights instruments in the even
of violation of human rights.

-Nevertheless this system is

plagued by various weaknesses.
About 90 per cent of the world
population cannot invoke
them because the states con-
cerned have not accepted the
competence of the relevant or-
gans in this regard. The 1503

_ procedure of the ECOSOC rarely

produce tangible results. The
confidentiality aspect of the
1503 proeedure may well be
considered as one of its greatest
affect. It is carried to such an
extreme that the petitioner is
not even kept informed of the
status of the communication
beyond the initial acknowl-
ed t of its receipt.
efects of Reporting
System :

Almost all human rights in-
struments provided with peri-
odic reporting system. But this
reporting system is plagued
with few problems. Reporting
procedures are generally ham-

strung due to late submission of
reports by states, poor quality
of these reports, delay in the
consideration of these reports

El:&ﬂlethargic follow up action.

. some states parties do
not submit or fail to submit
their reports within prescribed
Uime. These are, certainly creat-
ing problems in human rights
movement.

Conflict of
Jurisdiction:

Owing to the proliferation of
human rights instruments, the
same matter is quite often
found to fall within the juris-

diction of several institutions,
hence giving rise to conflict of

Jurisdiction. The United Na-

tions has not utilized the exper-
tise of its Specialised Agencies
in improving its intermational
measures ol implementation.
There is poor coordination be-
tween the human rights bodies
of the United Nations and those
of the Specialised Agencies.
Such scenario also creates
problems to implement human
rights,

Concept of Available
Resource:

Implementation of the In-
ternational Covenant on Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR] is subject to the
maximisation of available re-
sources. To fully implement the
gléhts, mentioned in the ICE-

R, a country must be econom-
ically strong and its social
condition must also be
favourable in this regard. A
country which is not economi-
cally strong or its social condi-
tion is not favourable, cannot
implement these rights fully. In
practice, worth of all human
rights is affected by economic
and social conditions.

Double Standards of

the United Nations :

In the late 1970s and the
early 1980s, certain Western
countries criticised the UN hu-
man rights movement, for fol-
lowing double standards. The
basis of the criticism was that,
while the United Nations read-
ily and unreservedly con-
demned the human rights vio-
lations committed by authori-
tarian states like Argentina
and Chile, it was indifferent to
such violations in totalitarian
states like Cuba, Similar criti-
cism has been made in 1990s
too. The basis of the criticism is
that, while the UN system is
quite assertive in taking action

ainst human rights violators
like Iraq, it is indifferent to
similar violations committed
by countries like Turkey. Prac-
tice of such double standards
becomes an obstacle in respect
of the implementation of hu-

man ﬂg}]tﬂ- By, i, Wi T
Withering State System:

Withering state. system is
also liable to create problems to
implement human rights.
States often fail to promote and
protect human rfghtu. They
themselves also frequently vio-
late those rights. As a result the
state system has lost its credi-
bility in a large number of
countries. This is particularly
true increase of many African,
Asian, East European and Latin
American countries. Parallel
centres of power have come up
in these countries. This devel-
opment threatens the concept of
human rights.

Activities of Non State
Entities:

Non state entities create
problems to implement human
rights too. Transnational cor-
poration, terrorist organisa-
tions, fundamentalist groups
and ethic groups often violate
human rights. Such non state
entities are creating problems
in human rights movement
throughout the world. In recent

ast, in Burundi, Cambaodia,
wanda, Bosnia-Herzegovina
and East Timor, human rights

" nation
.

their failure to comply with the

were violated by the non state
entities.

Time Consuming

Factor:

One criticism which can be
labelled against the individual
application procedures. It is the
time duration wlsich an appli-
cant must wait in. order to se-
cure redress. Under the ICCPR
Fist Optional Protocol and the
ECHR, it is not uncommon for
the respective institutions un-
der those instruments to take
up to five years to reach a deci-
sion. This is hardly speedy, non
effective and runs counter to
notions of due process, as the
human rights instruments
needed to administer the de-
mand of the states, those are the
parties. ‘

Want of Legal Literacy
and Awareness on

Human Rights:
Want of legal literacy and
awareness on human rights and
obligations' are some of the
main problems for the imple-
mentation of human rights in
many states like Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan etc. Moreover,
environmental pollution is
also one of the main problems
for the implementation of hu-
man rights. Every now and then
the big powers "are violating
human rights by polluting en-

vironment in many ways.

Recommendations:

We have previously observed
that there are a lot of draw-
backs and problems to imple-
ment human rights. But for the
interest of the people irrespec-
tive of their race, colour, sex,
language, religion, national or

social origin, property or birth,
human rights are to be estab-
lished. So, we have to remove
all sorts of problems in this re-

ard. Considering the draw-

acks and problems mentioned
above, some recommendations
are given below:

' 5 Hu-
man rights need protectio
institutions, which in’
turn can only ﬁrow and sustain,
in an atmosphere where fun-
damental democratic norms
are respected. Observance of
minimum standard is thus part
and parcel of the institutions,
which can protect and imple-
ment human rights. So, all gov-
ernments have to establish
human rights institutions in’
each and state, viz Human
Rights Commission, Office of
Ombudsman etc. Building or re-
building national infrastruc-
ture for the protection of human
rights is essential.

2. The United Nations has to
take effective and appropriate
measures to implement human
rights in the world. The juris-
diction of the existing human
rights machinery should be in-
creased. The human rights pro-
gramme of the United Nations
receives about 1 per cent of the
total budget of the organisation.
The financial crisis of the
United Nations should be re-
moved. Budget and official staff
for human rights programme
should be enhanced.

3. Imbalance in the enjoy-
ment of property and natural
resources is an obstacle in the
field of human rights. Imbal-

~ to submit their

ance exists in the enjoyment of
E:upﬁrt,y and nat resources
tween the developed world
and the third world. Recently,
the Secretary General of the
United Nations Mr Kofi A An-
nan has expressed his view that
the rich countries enjoy 86 per
cent of the natural resources of
the world, while 80 per cent of
the world population who re-
side in the third world or in de-
veloping countries enjoy only
the rest 14 per cent of the natu-
ral resources of the world. This
situation should be changed. It
should be considered that hu-
inan rights are not for the rich
or western people only.
4. Some states have become
party to human rights treaties,
urely for cosmetic reasons.
ut t :37 have rendered them-
selves doubly delinquent not
only by continuing to violate
human rights, but also by their
failure to comply with the min-
imum supervisory mechanism

of such instruments. Aéu.n t
International’s report en?g -

strates that a number of states
parties to the ICCFR have failed
riodic reports
to the Human Rights Commit-
tee. This tendency of becoming

arty of human rights treaties
or cosmetic reason, should be
given up. States parties should

- comply with the treaties.

5. As mentioned above, at
almost all individual proce-
dures, the applicant must wait
for a long time in order to se-
cure redress. So in dealing with
individual applications, the so-
lution or remedy should be
given within a possible short
time frame.

6. Global environment
should be ensured for the reali-
sation of human rights. Spe-
cialised agencies can take im-
Fortant role in this regard. Ef-
ective programme can be de-
signed toward the implementa-
tion of human rights. In this
connection illiteracy should be
removed. An environment
should be created where mini-
mum standards for human

ts can sustain and survive.

e must atilise and avail what-

ever potentialities we have in

our societies for the realisation
of human rights.

7. It is evident that in a poor
country only the government
with limited recourses and
other limitations cannot pro-
vide the basic needs to the peo-
ple. So, NGOs' role in this con-
text should be evaluated. NGOs
can undertake legal aid pro-
gramme in the field of human
rights to ensure equality. Many
NGOs related to human rights

- activities can contribute signif-

icantly in creating human
rights norms by taking re-
search and publication pro-
grammes. They can play more
active role in ameliorating the
prison situation and victims of
excessive detention and torture.
In this contexts NGOs' role
should be extended in social,
economic, cultural as well as in
civil and political rights.

8. Im ementaitic;n of ht:lmat{l
rights requires integrated ef-
forts ::if'atil, The proper imple-
mentation of human rights also
needs the full cooperation of the
government and the govern-
mental agencies. The govern-
ment is required to be more re-

HE last year of the twenti-

eth century witnessed an

unprecedented surge of
gross violations of human
rights. The genocidal attacks on
civilian pu’lfi)ulatiuns in Kosovo
and East Timor, ruthless inva-
sion of Chechnya causing tens
of thousands to flee are only a
tip of the iceberg. The world is
made up of self-interested na-
tion states, which jealously
protect their sovereignty. As
one of the consequences of such
attitude, civil wars are escalat-
ing into regional conflicts.
Crimes against humanity, war
crimes, serious violations of
the laws and customs applica-
ble in armed conflict threaten
the very existence of humanity.
A very significant issue of this
critical juncture thus relates to
the determination of the right
to intervene on humanitarian
grounds.

The Dictates of the

One of the fundamental as-
pirations of the United Nations
is "To achieve international co-
operation in solving interna-
tional problems of an eco-
nomic. social. cultural or hu-
manitarian character, and in
promoting and encou re-
spect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race,
sex. language or religion
[Article 1(3) of the UN. Charter].
Article 55 of the United Nations
Charter states that the UN. *
shall promote ...universal re-
spect for, and observance of.
human rights and fundamental
freedoms....". Article 56 pro-
vides that "All members pledge
themselves to take joint and
scparale action in co-operation
wi;lh the urgairni;auun for the
achievement of the set
forth in Article 55.'Pmm

Yet initiating specific steps
to Erumutc and protect human
rights within the UN or by UN
members have been rebuffed

ht to Humanitarian In

By A.H.Monjurul Kabir

with an oblique reference to
Clauses (4) (7] of Article 2 of
the UN Charter. " All members

"shall refrain in their interna-

tional relations from the threat
or use of force against the terri-
torial integrity or political in-
dependence of any State, or in
any other manner inconsistent
with the purposes of the United
Nations.” - Article 2(4) states.

On the other hand Article 2(7
says: ‘ﬁu#}ing cgﬁtain ciﬁ ﬁ'i:]

present Charter shall authorise
the United Nations

to intervene in matters
which are essentially with in
the domestic jurisdiction of any
state or shall require the mem-
bers to submit such matters to
settlement under the present
charter; but this principle shall
not p:;?udi::e the application of
the enforcement measures un-
der chapter 7.

What is clear is that the in-
ternational community does
not confer on any state a right
to use force in favour of human
rights protection in another
country. A response to human
rights violations can not be
made through violence. In a re-
cent resolution entitled, "The
Protection of Human Rights
and the Principle of Non-Inter-
verition in Internal Affairs of
States”, the Institute of Interna-
tional Law took this position.
The resolution states that
diplomatic,; economic., and
other measures could be under-
taken by a state when acting in-
dividually or collectively. A
confirmation of the broad
normative scope of the prohibi-
tion of the armed force in in-
ternational relations is also
found in the Friendly Relations
Declaration, adopted by the
consensus by the UN General
Assembly in 1970 which states:
“No state or group of states has
the right to intervene, directly
or indirectly, for any reason
whatever, in the internal and
external affairs of any other
state. Consequently armed in-

tervention and all other forms
of interference or attempted
threats against the personalit

of state or against its political,
economic and cultural elements
are in violation of interna-
tional law. Seen against this
backdrop. the NA interven-
tion in Kosovo is clearly illegal.
The deficiencies of the UN can
not establish a new claim . of
right to drop bombs for human-
itarian purposes.

The Dilemma of State
1 and
Humanitarian

Intervention

It appears from the briefl
analysis that the limitation
imposed by the UN Charter on
armed intervention even by the
UN "in matters that are essen-
tially within the domestic ju-
risdiction of any state” does not
apply only to the enforcement
measures taken by the United

Nations Security Council under -

Chapter 7 of the Charter. Arti-

cle 39 empowers the Council
with the sole power of deter-

mining "the existence of any
threat to the p!a_r:acc. breach of

ace. or act ol aggression.” It

Eaﬂ. th:ﬁa make recommenda-
tions, or decide what measures
shall be taken in accordance
with Article 41 and 42, to main-
tain or restore international
peace and security. Besides, Ar-
ticle 51 preserves " the inherent
ri%ht of individual or collective
self defence if an armed attack
occurs against a member of the
United Nations, until the Secu-
rity Council has taken mea-
sures necessary to maintain
mternational peace and secu-
rity. In fact, the charter has
promulgated comprehensive le-
gal regime on the prohibition
on the use of force, which has
become recognised as jus cogens
or rules of a peremptory charac-
ter.

Theodor Meron, a professor
of International Law at New
York University argues albeit
progressively, "By joining the
treaties, most governments
have now signed on to the idea
that human rights clearly
their sovereignty, and create
obligations to the entire com-
munity of states.” In fact the
principle of non interference
with the essential domestic ju-
risdiction of states simply can
not be judged as a protective
shield behind which human
rights can be flagrantly or sys-
tematically violated with Im-
punity. The very principle of re-
spect for sovereignty, territo-
rial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state should
not be allowed to outweigh at
least the existing international
human rights r e sha to
confront gross violations of
human rights.

Sovereignty does not in-
clude the right of mass slaugh-
ter or of destroying a rebellious
province in the name of pacify-
ing it or launching a systematic
operation of torture or forced
exodus of civilian populations
in the name of controlling civil
strife. Chechnya, East Timor,
Kosovo, Bosnia, Sierra Leone,
Kashmir: all have experienced
appalling human rights abuses

that test our preparedness to
translate promise into action.
Those are the tests we all but
failed in different perspectives.
One thing remains the same.
Human rights become the first
casualty. Ominous human
rights situation, specially
crimes against humanity,
clearly amounts to a threat to
international peace and secu--
rity, which ts the Security

Louncil to take enforcement

action to remedy the situation,

there is nothing in article 2(7)
restricting the enforcement ac-
tion to measures short of the

limit -

. this process

ervention

use of force As succinctly put by
Sir Nigei Roedley, a protessor of
International Human Rights
Law at the University of Essex
and the UN Special Rapporteur
on Torture,".... human rights
violations have simply become
over the years matters of inter-
national concern and no longer
ones 'essentially within the
domestic jurisdiction’ of
states”. UN can effectively in-
tervene in any matters that can
be a threat to international

peace and security. The mean-
r be- -

ing of such 'threat’ no longe
longs to conservative domain of
interpretation.

No state or group of states
has unilateral or collective
right to intervene or use of force
against the territorial integrity
or political independence of
another state. A right tg hu-
manitarian intervention does
not, as such, exist. Only
has or it can authorise such
right in due procession however
as many failings:
It can be cumbersome and slow
moving. But it possesses the
quality of universal legitimacy
and it's a forum where eve
nation can have its voice heard.

Geographical dprnxinﬂt}' or
regional interest does not con-
stitute a proper qualification
for intervention except in case
of asse one's t to self-
defence. erwise the floodgate
will be opened to all sorts of
sub}ec ive claims when inter-
veniic.-= are justified. It is es-
sential to recall that, until the
Government of Indonesia in-
vited an international force in
to East Timor, no governument

in the world was prepared to of-
fer troops for an early UN in-
tervention.

In Quest for an Effective

"The recent trend whereby
courts are increasi allow-
lnghthc prosecution of human
rights cases. irrespective of

the UN

*Failures of

help States to live up to their
human rights obligations. The
committees can undertake field
missions to understand better,
the conditions in which human
rights must be protected, to try
to defuse situations of tension
and to help for developing con-

crete solutions to problems.

10. Mnnitnrin% human
rights violations locally, to
provide real picture to the in-

ternational community and to
contribute to end a serious sit-
uations is another area in
which acivities of the human
rights committees can be
grown. It will help in the way of
1mglem:ntatinn of human
rights.

11. International coopera-
tion for human rights should be

strengthened. The civil society
can also take important role in
protecting human rights

through contacts with non-
governmental organisations,
the academic community, the
press and the public. Coopera-
tion with all United Nations
human rights mechanisms, in-
clusion of United Nations stan-
dards in national law and the
establishment of national in-
stitutions to protect human
rights are also essential.

12. The use of nuclear
weapon is a curse to humanity.
Right to life can't be ensured, if
the use or proliferation of nu-
clear weapon cannot be banned.
The proliferation of nuclear
weapon is polluting the envi-
ronment. In this situation hu-
man and other living beings are
under threat and danger. So,
Comprehensive Nuclear Test

Ban Tn:a‘l:{ (CTBT) should be
signed and observed by all the
states. '

13. Minorities are, espe-
cially vulnerable group, crllien
needing international action to
protect their rights. Various
measures and actions should be
taken to combat racism and
racial discrimination at na-
tional, rﬂflnnal and interna-
tional levels. High priority is to
be given for providing assis-
tance and relief to victims of
racism and all forms of racial
discrimination.

- 14. Vielation of individual
rights remains an {8sue of con-
cern. It is to be kept in mind
that the whole society will suf-
fer, if the individual rights are
not protected. So, protection of
individual rights will help in
the way of implementation’ of
human rights.

The implementation of hu-
man rights is a dynamic pro-
cess. International community
is taking various efforts to
promo’ : respect for human
rights and to realise them. But
in fact, human rights are still
hcl{:f violated.

e should keep in mind that
protection. of human rights of
the people is much more diffi-
cult than either defining them
or adopting declarations, bills
and conventions, concerning
human rights. The major prob-
lem is that neither the United
Nations, nor any other organi-
sation in the world has power to
face nations to honour all the
rights of their citizens. The im-
Eemcntaunn of international

uman rights laws depends on

the most part on the voluntary

consent ol the nations.

The writer is a Human
Rights worker, Naripokkho.

where they occurred or how
much time has elapsed is a wel-
come development. The deci-
sion of the House of Lords of the
United Kingdom in the
Pinochet case was a landmark
decision on the potential of na-
tional courts to enforce interna-
tional commitments. The judi-
ciaries of different countries
can decide to act firmly to im-
pede the rising occurrences of
crimes against humanity.

The n established Dffice
of the UN High Cominissioner
for Human Rights can play a
crucial role in promoting and
protecting human rights. The
present trend of using this office
mostly for promotional pur-
poses is a sheer wastage of hu-
man and financial resources. It
should be redesigned as the fo-
cal point of UN human rights
activism. The office should be
allowed to perform a pro-active
role especially in cases of sys-
tematic pattern of gross viola-
tion of human rights. The Office
can determine the urgent néed
for UN intervention and di-
rectly refer the case to Security
Council for immediate consid-
eration. The preventive strategy
will yield better result than
simply being reactionary. As
rightly pointed out by Mary
Robinson, UN Higl:lé Commiis-
sioner for Human Rights "Pre-
vention must be paramount....
revention shame
us all, Cambodia shamed us,
Kosovo shamed us and now East
Timor has shamed us. Are we
going to be shamed again?”

The writer is a Chevening
Scholar and
Amnesty International Society.
University of Essex.

Corrigendum

The introduction of the writer
of * Continues” on Dec 6.
should read

as Director
Programmes , BELA. I

President,

Our Duties

by Akram H Chowdhury

N 10 December
Declaration
Assembl

day was celebrated with due honour and festive mood. On the

in 1948, the Universal Human Rights
(UDHR) was adopted at the UN G:ngcral
y- In the last year. the 50th anniversary of this

verge of 21st century, the celebration of this day will encour
people of every class to protest the injustice a:fnd ﬂnlatiunagf?
rights. The independence of Bangladesh is the legacy of blood of
3 million martyrs and chastity of 0.2 million women. The nine
month long war was actually the war against human rights
ﬂﬂﬁzunﬁﬁ}fl{tﬂr libdcrgtlun. the Constitutional proclamation on
n s and democracy,

B&u;glaﬂca . y. acknowledge the freedom of

n the chapter on fundamental rights (article 26-47) of the
Constitution of Bangladesh the fundagmenta] rights of F('ﬂ} ple is
recognized. On the other hand. the chapter on fundamental
principles describes the rights to food, cloth. accommodation,
medicine, and education. In the constitution of Bangladesh
rights are equal irrespective of sex. race, colour... ... . |

The article 7 of the Constitution defined the citizen as the
owner of the nation, In other article 21 (Kha). it has been reit-
erated that all public servants are to serve the nation and its
people. This means that responsibility towards nation is em-
phasized. That is if you want to have rights, you are to do cer-
tain dutles towards society and Nation. In other article no 21(1).
it is stated that every citizen is obliged to follow Constitution
and law, maintain discipline, perform public duties and re-
sponsibilities and to gcmte::l the public property.

According to Limberg. democracy means the realization of
€conomic, social, cultural civic and political rights of the peo-
ple. Therefore, for the sake of democracy and development,

awareness on human rights is necessary.

. II -.-:| "l e ol A
gl yom - [ - 1 R R i g L

Eleanor Roosevelt. first Chairthan of UN Human Rights
Commission, drafted UDHR. Other timportant personalities like
Professor PC Chang (China), Rene Casin (French) Harnama
Santa Cruz (Lawyer from Chile). Professor Charles Malik
(Lebanon), Omar Lufti (Egypt), Ms Hosa Mehta (India), Ambas-
sador, General Karlos P ula (Philippine) Bogomolov (Soviet
Union). This committee was greatly assisted by Professor John
Humphrey, Director of Human hts Department. 40-state
party voted in favour of the UDHR and Soviet Union, South
Africa and Saudi Arab).

UDHR having 30 Article is a historical document. This doc-
ument was termed the Magna Carta for all people around the
world by Eleanor Roosevelt, first Chairman of Human Rights
Commission. Fundamental human rights have been specified
in it with due care. The wise drafter of it has defined social and
economic rights along with the rights of economic and civil.
This document has truly made these rights universal for the
rich as well for the poor.

After 1948, some newly independent democratic countries of
the Asia, Africa, Latin America formulated their Constitutions
and as well other UN documents in the light of it. Basically the
chapter three of Constitution of Bangladesh was written in the
light of UDHR.

The Constitution of Bangladesh acknowledged its citizen as
the owner of the state and also identified public service holders
as the servant of the citizen. But incidents of violations of
rights are increasing in Bangladesh? People succumbs to tor-
ture by law enforcing agencies. The reasons may be specified as
the unawareness of citizen about rights and laws and as well
lack of initiative on the part of the Government to include hu-
man rights in the educational curriculum. Moreover the true
essence of the Constitution of adesh has been lessen by the
repeated amendment of it by difterent governments. Neverthe-
less, if people become aware about Constitution, the important
legal machinery could be used against the violations of rights
and laws. Consequently, a strong challenge is before the human

.rights organizations to make aware the masses about their

rights and existing laws. When people will be aware, violations
of laws and rights will be reduced automatically. It is impera-
tive to build up a culture of awareness of laws and rights.

An assessment of the World Bank stated that 95 police per-
sonnel out of 100 do not have any training on human rights
matters, Only 9 Police personnel were told about freedom of
movement and citizens' security and 8 about rights to freedom
and security. Majority of them do not have enough understand-
ing about fundamental human rights and laws relating to secu-
rity. For example 50 per cent.of them consider torture, as an
ideal mode of collecting information. UNDP held, r rate of
literacy, lack of awareness on rights and laws, inadequate and

G : ;
ity aware pesple on Tawh Hnd Hahts Teaponaibie tic apove
connection.

A statement of World Bank specified that in all cases of ar-
rest under Special Power Act between 1974-1995 (10.231 ple

were arrested during this period), out of each 10 arrests, 9 were

illegal.
omen repression in Bangladesh is increasing day by day

though the Government has ratified CEDAW. There are laws,
but these suffer from difficulties. Due to lack of awareness on
laws and rights, rate of human rights violations are accelerat-
ing alarmingly. In addition. absence of accountability among
the sectors concerned might be held responsible for the viola-
tion of human rights, Barrister Amirul Islam, Vice President of
Bangladesh Bar Council provided some statistics according to
police records on rape, acid throwing, grievous hurt, torture and

oppression by other means on women and number of victims of |
- the above matters are: 3646 (1996): 5834(1997): 7387(1998) and

4125 [June 1999). Other statistics are as follows:

1998 129
250 1639 {tik June)
130 62_{(tif June)
i28 il L
112 46 (til September) |

adesh, 1995-2000 has been declared as the Decade of
ts foll the decision, taken in the Vienna Dec-
of Government, practical ac-

In
Human Righ
laration in 1993. But on the
tions are not taken till to date. For supplementary action in

this regard, professionals and human rights organizations
might adopt measures to improve the situation. Emphatically.
contents about rights and laws should be included in the Na-

tional curriculum of school and college.
For the improvement of human rights situation. Govern-

ment, NGOs and political parties should adopt programmes.
They should project more activities to enhance and enforce

human rights in our country.
The Human ts Commission should be established as

soon as possible. We should try for rights to development to
have a better nation.

The writer is General Semetag Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Centre for Trauma Victims (BRCT). Secretary General
Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights (BIHR)
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