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Expatriates'
chess

Shahinoor Hossain took solo
lead in the Expatriates’ Open
tournament with seven and a
half points after the eighth
round at the NSC chess room.

Shahinoor of Leonine Chess
Club beat Feroz Ahmed of Ut-
tara Central Chess Club.

International Master Reefat-
bin-Sattar followed in second

lace s:curinﬁ seven points
ting Sohel Chowdhury.

Over night joint leader Feroz
and Saifuddin Ahmed Laviu
baﬁged 6.5 points. Lavilu beat
Rafique.

StanChart

chess on

The Standard Chartered
Bank schools chess tournament
organised by Bangladesh Chess
Federation began at the NSC
chess room yesterday, reports
UNB.

A total of 100 players from
different schools including six
Indians are taking part in the
nine-round Swiss-league basis
tournament.

In the day's first round, 40
layers won their respective
anrds.

The winners are: Ejaj Hos-
sain (2127). Puneet Jaiswal
(India., 2087). Soham Das
(India, 2070), Golam Mastofa
Bhuyain (National Sub-jounior
Champion), Subham Das
(India), Naim Arifin Ratul, Nil-
abh Upadhya (India), Ayan
Lahiri {India), Nakibul Haque
Uddash, Rawnak Ahsan Sajib,
Farhadur Imam, Nazir Salehin,
Mahtabuddin Robin, Moksedul
Monir, Obaidul Islam, Riad
Ahmed, Nazir Arifin and Abdul
Halim.

The second round matches
will start at 10 am today at the
Same venue.

Waugh, Ponting

From page 13

tremors on a cool day.

The best chance came when
Ponting on 90 was missed by
Vangipurappu Laxman at sec-
ond slip off Javagal Srinath
with Australia 217-4.

Laxman appeared to have
the ball safely in his hands as
he dived. but it slipped out as
he crashed into the ground.

India thought they had
trapped Ponting when he was
on 61. He pulled at a delivery
from Ajit Agarkar, and the
fieldsmen believed he had tick-
led it through to wicketkeeper
Mannava Prasad.

But umpire Steve Dunne
could not be persuaded and
Ponting survived.

It was paceman Venkatesh
Prasad who caused the early
fireworks as he snared little
left-hander Justin Langer (11)
and Mark Waugh (5) in his
opening five over§ lo have 2-1]]

from ‘eight overs at the luneh’

break.

In” the early revelry by the
Indian pace attack, Srinath
mopped up Greg Blewett (4) and
Saurav Ganguly accounted for
F Jnmg batsman Michael Slater

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close of
glay on the first day of the first
est between India and Aus-

tralia on Friday:
AIJETRALIX: First innings

Slater ¢ Ramesh b Ganguly 28
Blewett ¢ M Prasad b Srinath 4
Langer Ibw b V Prasad 11

M WaughcMPrasad bV Prasad 5

S Waugh not out 117

Ponting run out 125
_ Gilchrist not out 0

Extras: (b-1, Ib-1, nb-6) 8

Total: (For five wickets in

90 overs) 298

Fall of wickets: 1-8: 2-29: 3- .

45; 4-52; 5-291.
To bat: S Warne, D. Flem-
ing, M Kasprowicz, G McGrath.

Bowler 0 M R W
Srinath 22 3 83 1
Agarkar 16 3 55 0
V Prasad 17 4 50 2
G i 1 34 |
Kumble 23 1 60 0O
Tendulkar 2 0 12 0
Laxman 3 1 2 0

INDIA: Sachin Tendulkar (capt),
Saurav Ganiully (vice-capt), Ajit
Agarkar, Rahul Dravid, Devang
Gandhi, Anil Kumble, Vangipu-
rappu Laxman, Mannava
Prasad Venkatesh Prasad,
Sadagopan Ramesh, Javagal
Srinath.

Umpires: Daryl Harper (Aus),

Elizabeth yesterday.

POLAETY,

South African all-rounder Lance Klusener, who made an outstanding 174, is about to
slice one off the back-foot on the second day of the secon
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Klusener bludgeons England

PORT ELIZABE-
A TH. South Africa,
. Dec 10: England
' captain Nasser
Hussain led a
~ spirited fightback
alter his team had taken a
Eﬂnunding from all-rounder
nce Klusener on the second
day of the second Test against
England at St George's Park on
Friday, reports AFP. Hussain
made 70 not out as England
reached 139 for one at the
close. Klusener earlier top-
scored with 174 in a South
African first innings total of
450.

Hussain took the fight to
South Africa's all-pace attack
after Mark Butcher had been
bowled for four in Shaun Pol-
lock's first over.

The England captain hooked
two sixes in the lirsi over he
faced from Pollock and raced to
a half-century off 54 balls.

With South Africa forced
onto the defensive, he then pro-
ceeded more cautiously until the
close, facing another 71 balls in
adding 20 more runs.

Former captain Mike Ather-
ton, dismissed twice for nought
in the first Test, made 58 not
out and helped Hussain put on
an unbeaten 134 for the second
wicket.

On a hot, sunny day, condi-
tions favoured the batsmen,
with 336 runs being scored for
the loss of only five wickets in
116 overs.

That was unlike the first
day, when South African
slumped to 146 for five after
being sent in to bat in overcast
weather. It was at that point
that Klusener walked in.

Klusener completed the
transition from World Cup one-
day hero to Test stardom as he
hit his 174 off 221 balls with 25
fours and two sixes.

It was the highest score in
18 Tests played at St George's
Park, South Africa’'s oldest Test
ground, beatln% the 167 by
Lindsay Hassett for Australia in

1949 /50.

The powerful left-hander
shared stands of 106 for the
sixth wicket with Jonty Rhodes,
119 for the eighth wicket with
Mark Boucher and 49 for the
last wicket with new cap Mor-
nantau Hayward,

The stand with Boucher was
a record eighth-wicket stand for
South Africa against England.

It was Klusener's second
Test century. He made 102 not
out off 100 balls against India
in Cape Town in 1996/97.

Having reached 50 off 54
balls on Thursday, he was rela-
tively restrained on Friday as he
went to his century off 127 de-
liveries and then reached 150
oflf 201. He took on the respon-
sibility of steering South Africa
to a 400-plus first innings total
for the seventh Test match in
SUCCesSsIon.

But there were still plenty of
the bludgeoning square cuts,
cover drives and straight hits
that have made him a crowd
favourite. With England's spirits
wilting under a hot sun, he hit
his last 33 runs during the last-
wicket stand with Hayward.

He was particularly severe
on left-arm spinner Fhi?'I‘ufnell.
England's best bowler, who con-
ceded 26 runs off his last two
overs after earlier keeping
Klusener in check. Tufnell fin-
ished with four for 124.

England, whose first wickets
had fallen at one and nought
during their innings defeat in
the first Test in Johannesburg,
again made a poor start. After
punching Pollock through the
covers for four, Butcher got an
inside edﬁe to an attempted
force off the back foot and the
ball crashed into his stumps.

Hussain hooked the second
ball he received from Pollock for
four and thrashed sixes off the
fourth and fifth balls he faced.
The total reached 100 in the
23rd over, forcing South Africa
to set defensive fields.

Hayward built up impressive

Nasser, Mike combine
R

pace in his first Test, with one
delivery in the last over of the
day timed at 151kph, making
him almost as fast as Pak-
istan’'s Shoaib Akhtar.

He troubled both batsmen,
one ball flying off Atherton's
shoulder to wicketkeeper
Boucher and another beating
Hussain's inside edge.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close on the
second day of the second Test
between South Africa and Eng-
land at St George's Park on
Friti‘lji_ily:

SOUTH AFRICA: First innings
(overnight 253/6)

Kirsten ¢ Hussain b Caddick 15
Gibbs run out {Flintoff)

Kallis ¢ Caddick b Silverwood
Cullinan st Stewart b Tufnell
Cronje ¢ Flintofl b Tufnell

Rhodes ¢ Atherton b Flintoff
Klusener ¢ Adams b Gough 1
Pollock ¢ Vaughan b Flintoff
Boucher ¢ Stewart b Tuinell
Donald ¢ Hussain b Tufnell
Hayward not out 10
Extras: (b-10; Ib-5: w-1: nb-18) M
Total: (All out in 128.1 overs) 450
Fall of wickets: 1/28: 2/57:

cBaFB8uE-&

3/87; 4/91;: 5/146;: 6/252:
7/268; B/387: 9/401

Bowler O M R w
Gough 21 1 107 0
Caddick 31 5 100 1
Silverwood 24 4 57 1
Tufnell 42 9 124 4
Vaughan 3 0 16 0
Flintofl 7 0 31 2
ENGLAND: First innings

Butcher b Pollock 4
Atherton not out 58
Hussain not out 70
Extras: (Ib-2: nb-5) 7

Total: (For one wkt in 44 overs) 139
To bat: M Vaughan, A Stewart,
C Adams, A Flintoff, A Caddick,
C Silverwood, D Gough, P
Tufmnell

Fall of wicket: 1/5

Bowler O M R w
Donald 12 3 48 0
Pollock 15 5 41 E
Hayvward 8 1 31 0
Klusener 6 2 14 0
Cronje 3 1 3 0

Campbell c Young b Walmsley 112
Ganga ¢ Young b Mills 0
Chanderpaul b Morgan 1
Lara ¢ Young b Morgan 2
Powell e Alken b Mills 20
Adams ¢ Mills b Walmsley 65
Jacobs not out 52
Perry b Morgan 5
1 Rose not out 17
17

330

LEICESTER.
England, Dec 10:
Martin O'Neill
coach of highflying
English Premier-
- ship outfit Leices-
ter City is set to break his side's
record transfer fee with the
3million pound signing of
Norwich's former England
Under-21 striker Darren Eadie,
reports AFP.
O'Neill, who coached Eadie
during a brief stay at the First

have no problem a reclnF per-
sonal terms with the talented
24-year-old striker, who fea-
tured in the full England squad
for the 1997 ‘Le Tournoi' in
France before withdrawing

Division club in 1996, should.

throughout his professional ga-
reer.

The deal would smash Le-
icester's previous record trans-
fer record of 2.5million pounds
for Chelsea's Jamaican inter-
national defender Frank Sin-
clair in the summer of 1998,

Eadie would nct be eligible to
play in Saturday's FA Cup tie at
Hereford and is cup-tied for
next Wednesday's League Cup
clash with Premiership leaders
Leeds United so there is no need
for O'Neill to rush through the
deal in the next 24 hours.

But he would like to have se-
cured the services of Eadie in
time for him to be available for
the home Premiership match
with relegation threatened

Steve Dunne (NZ). through inj
; ury. Derby County on December 18,
E" :IIIIIFITE- Steve Davis. The only problem may well O'Neill hag been desperate to
M-_:dc X referee: Ranjan |arise over the medical as Eadie supplement his strike force of
ugalle. | has been plagued by injuries England international Emile
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Leicester City’s record
move for Eadie

Heskey and veteran Tony Cottee
to hel
push for a European spot.

He has some cover in de-
fence and midfield but up front
is where he would be exposed if
either Heskey and Cottee were
ruled out - with another former
Norwich player veteran lan
Marshall his only viable option.

O'Neill recently tried to sign
Sheffield Wednesday striker
Andy Booth in a 2.7million

pounds deal but that fell
through after the clubs could
not agree on the method of
payment.

Eadie enjoyed his most suc-
cessful season with Norwich in
1996-97 when he scored 17
goals in 42 league games.

He was considered to be one
of the rising England stars of
the future and greatly im-
pressed Under-21 coach Peter
Taylor.

Eadie also trained with the
senior squad in the spring of
1997 before the internationals
with Poland and South Africa
and was a late call-up into Le
Tournoi as a replacement for
Paul Merson.

But he was forced to with-
draw after injuring himself in
tralnlnﬁ and he has been
dogged by a succession of proub-
lems in recent seasons.

Eadie has been laid low by
neck and hamstring problems,
a broken cheekbone and a long-
term knee injury in the past two
years, though he is confident
those setbacks are beh_jnd hiin.

Jordan voted
best of century

CHICAGO, Dec 1C (AP/ In-
ternet): One way to measure
Michael Jordan's greatness is
simply to look at a photo of an-
guished, opened-mouthed faces.

Utah fans, their expressions
frozen, are cringing and gri-
macing as Jordan's final,
championship-winning shot
hangs in the air. They know the
inevitable is a mere second
away - the ball going in the bas-
ket as it did so often when he
took a last-second shot.

It was that kind of domi-
nance, determination and un-
matched skill that earned Jor-
dan his selection as the top
basketball player of the century
by a six-member panel of ex-
perts assembled for The Associ-
ated Press.

Leicester maintain their -

] -
Windies 330/7

AUCKLAND, Dec 10: A defi-
ant century from West Indies
opener Sherwin Campbell was
the highlight of the first day's
play against Auckland today as
West Indies finished on 333 for
severn, reports Reuters.

Campbell saw Darren Ganga
and Shivnarine Chanderpaul
dismissed in the third and
fourth overs respectively after
skipper Brian Lara won the toss
and elected to bat on a lively
wicket.

Campbell and Lara an a
mini recovery before Lara fell
for 22.

Ricardo Powell hit a quick
20 before he was out and the
West Indies went to lunch at
102-4, with Campbell and the
evergreen Jimmy Adams at the
crease.

Adams and Campbell figured
in a partnership of 151 before
Adams mistimec? a pull and was
smartly caught by Kyle Mills at
mid-wicket.

Campbell fell soon after
reaching his century off 208
balls in 287 minutes. He got an
edge to an attempted hook off
Kerry Walmsley.

West Indies wicketkeeper Ri-
dley Jacobs and Nehemiah
Perry, who was drop off the
first ball he faced, then had a
76-run partnership before
Perry was bowled- by Auckland
debutant Richard Morgan.

Morgan, a left-arm medium

pacer, had a day to remember
taking three for 59 that in-
cluded the wickets of Chander-

paul, a double centurion against
New Zealand A last week, Lara
as well as Perry.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard after the first
day in the four-day match be-
tween the West Indies and Auck-
land on Friday :

WEST INDIES

Extras: (Ib-13, nb-4)
Total: (for seven wickets)
Fall of wickets: 1-3: 2-4: 3-
22;:4-61;: 5-212; 6-237; 7-313
To bat : R King, P Collins

Bowler O M R w
Mills . 26 4 104 2
Morgan 19 4 B9 3
Walmsley2l 5 84 2

Barnes 8 4 15 0
Pocock 3 1 6 0
Walker 16 0

ACA to help
young Indians

ADELAIDE, Dec 10: India's
most promising young crick-
eters will be invited to Aus-
tralia's renowned Cricket
Academy under a scholarship
deal announced today, reports
Reuters.

The Australia-India Council
(AIC) announced before the
start of play on the first day of
the first Test between the two
countries today 'that three bf
India's best young players will
be invited tn came to Australia
each season.

"A scholarship like this . . .
can only help tn make those
youngsters into better players,"
Australian Cricket oard
chairman Denis Rogers said.

"And that must benefit not
only Indian cricket, but also the
future good health of the game
al an international level."

The AIC said it had donated
18,000 Australian dollars
(11,340 US]) to cover the costs of
next year's scholarships and
was hoping to develop the plan
into a long-term scheme.

Joy Bangla tennis

starts today

Sports Reporter

The Joy Bangla national
tennis championship will start
at the National Tennis Complex
this morning.

A total of 110 players includ-
ing 35 women are taking part in
the event, organised by
Bangladesh Tennis Federation
in observance of Victory Day.

Shield cricket

MELBOURNE, Dec 10
(Reuters): Competition leaders
Victoria strengthened their grip
on the Australian interstate
cricket championship with a
remarkable recovery on the
second day of their match
Sgainst South Australia on Fri-

ay.

Victoria started the day in
trouble after making just 169 in
their first innings but their
bowlers sprang into action to
dismiss the visitors for just 127
before Jason Arnberger and
Matthew Elliott blasted quick
half-centuries.

By the end of the day, the
Vics were 169 in front with
eight second innings wickets in
hand and two days to play.

Tasmania also staged a
magnificent fightback in their
match against New South Wales
at the Sydney Cricket Ground
although they ran into prob-
lems late in the day.

Tasmania crumbled to be all
out for just 226 in their first in-
nings, with New South Wales
speedster Don Nash claiming a
career-best haul of 7-54. But
then their bowlers rattled
through the NSW line-up for
138 with Mark Ridgway snaring
4-28,

But the match was still
evenly poised after the home
side struck back in the final
session, reducing the Tigers to
98-6, an overall lead of 186.

Reigning champions Western
Australia were in deep trouble
when played ended in their
match against Queensland at
the Gabba.

Still on a high after scoring
back-to-back centuries against
the touring Indians in warm-up
gamcs. Queensland’'s Andrew

ymonds hit a dazzling 158
from just 154 balls.

He helped the home side to
pile on 412 in their first innings
in relz_:]l“y; to Western Australia's
171. The visitors were 65-3 at
the close, still needing another

76 to make Queensland bat
again.
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Roma’s Francesco Totti (L) and Newcastle’s Nolberto Solna fight for possession during
their UEFA Cup second-leg third-round fixture at St James' Park on December 9.

UEFA Cup third round second leg /

PARIS, Dec 10: It
was a notable day
for Spain in
Thursday's UEFA
Cup third round
second leg mat-
ches with all four Primera Li
clubs in action securing berths
in the last 16, reports AFP.

But it was a dismal day for
Germany with all three of their
contenders eliminated although
that disappointment was tem-
pered by the fact that two Bun-
desligd clubs had qualified ear-
lier in the week.

The most notable scalp was
claimed by Real Mallorca whose
2-0 home victory over four-
times European champions Ajax
Amsterdam - the goals were
scored by Paco Soler (penalty)
and Leonardo Biagini - ensured
a 3-0 aggregate scoreline.

Primera Liga leaders De-
portivo La Coruna's 1-1 draw in
Greece with Panathinaikos was
enough for a 5-3 aggregate vic-
tory. That same scoreline was
enough for Atletico Madrid.
whose 2-1 home win on the
night accounted for Wolfsburg,
one of the three German casu-
alties - Kaiserslautern and
Bayer Leverkusen were the oth-
ers.

And Celta Vigo's 1-1 draw
was a mere postscript to a

Happy hunting for Spaniards

Leeds United’s Alan Smith (R) pulls down Spartak

by heading home trom a cor-
ner,

Leeds, who made the last 16
in a European competition for
the first time in 24 years, were
Joined in the fourth round by
compatriots Arsenal.

Arsenal were held to a 3-3
draw away to French club
Nantes but won through 6-3 on
aggregate.

Arsenal's goals came from
their foreign legion with
Frenchmen Gilles Grimandi and
Thierry Henry and Dutchman
Marc rmars on target, while
Nantes got two fine goals from
Antoine Sibierski and another
[rom pacy Tahitian substitute
Marama Vahirua.

Arsenal led 3-1 before taking
their foot off the pedal late in
the game,

"It's not easy when you are
leading 3-0 from the first leg to
have the right concentration."
said Arsenal coach Arsene
Wenger. "But even after the
first few minutes 1 felt we would
score and that if they got two or
three we would stillybe able to
come back."

The third English represen-
tatives, Newcastle United, were
held to a 0-O draw at home by
Italian giants Roma and were
ousted 1-O on a gate.

While Nantes d out, two

Moscow’s Evgeni Bouschmanov during their UEFA Cup
second-leg third-round clash at Leeds on December 9,

match with another team that
has won European football's ul-
timate prize - Portugal's Ben-
fica. Vigo's 7-0 first leg win had
made that tie a formality.

Ar%uably the most dramatic
win of the night came in Eng-
land. South African defender
Lucas Radebe scored with just
six minutes left to give Leeds
United a 1-0 win over Spartak
Moscow and a place in the last
16 of the UEFA Cup.

Radebe's late strike lifted the
English Premiership side into a
2-2 third round aggregate draw
with the Russians and they ad-
vanced by virtue of the two

oals they scored in the away
eg, which was played in Sofia,
Bulgaria, last week.

Manager David O’'Leary's
youngsters were exceptional on
a night when Leeds played
brave, free-flowing football be-

fore Radebe killed off Spartak

—AFP photo

other French sides advanced.

Lens, the most goal-shy side
in the French championship,
sﬁrung a m;j]nr surprise when
they trounced Kaiserslautern 4-
1 in Germany.

Lens, who have managed
only 15 goals in 18 matches
and are struggling against rele-

Jation, got two pgoals from

ameroon international striker
Joseph-Desire Job as they re-
versed a 2-1 home loss in the
first leg to complete a 5-3 ag-
gregate victory in the third-
round match.

Lens were joined in the next
round by French league leaders
Monaco, who beat AEK Athens
1-0 at home for a 3-2 egate
triumph in a match played on a
rain-soaked pitch.

Italian ace Marco Simone
scored the only goal of the game
in the 32nd-minute with a close-
range header but Monaco's joy

was tempered by the loss of
goalkeeper Fabien Barthez with
a stomach muscle injury.

In Kaiserslautern, Job shot
Lens into the lead after 20
minutes when he slipped
around goalkeeper Andreas
Reinke and slotted the ball
home from a difficult angle de-
ﬁ];;iete a defender being on the

Kaiserslautern equalised
within 60sec, however, when
Bulgarian international Marian
Hristov scrambled the ball over-
the line despite the efforts of
Lens goalkeeper Guillaume
Warmuz.

Lens made it 2-1 five min-
utes before halftime when
Reinke fumbled a cross under
pressure from Pascal Nouma,

allowing the nf)gartumatie Job to
hook the ball home from close
range.

ob's right-foot shot from
edge of penalty area took a
wicked deflection off defender
Jeff Strasser and flew into the.
net past Reinke to make it 3-1
in the second half and Ghana-
ian Alex Nyarko rounded off the
scoring in the dying minutes af-
ter Lens had survived some
fierce late pressure from the
home side.

Turkish giants Galatasaray
also advanced with a 2-1 home
victory over Italian side Bologna
for a 3-2 ate triumph.

First-h oals from Hasan
Sas and Davala Umit negated a
strike from Bologna's Nicola

Ventola. Bologna had defender
Michele Paramatti sent off two
minutes from the end. ;
yi Bolog,nﬂ's compatriots from
Roma, Parma and Udinese did
rather better as three Italian
sides made it through to join
Juventus, who qualified earlier
in the week,

Parma drew 3-3 away to
Sturm Graz after extra-time to
advance 5-4 on aggregate.

Graz led 2-1 at the end of
the regulation time at the
Arnold Schwarzene Stadium
- sending the match into extra-
time after the sides were locked
3-3 on aggregate. Mario Stanic
netted twice for Parma - his
second strike deflected into his
own net by Josef Schic ber
- and Parma also got a 120th-
minute goal from Argentine ace
Hernan Crespo that was aca-
demic as they would already
have advanced on the way goals
rule.

Udinese got two first-half
goals from Massimo Margiotto
to overturn a one-goal deficit
from the first leg and beat
Germany's Bayer Leverkusen 2-
1 for a 2-2 draw on aggregate
that saw them advance on the
away goals rule.

Michael Ballack was Lev-
erkusen's scorer but the Ger-
mans were left to rue a wasted

opportunity.

,Germany at least have
Borussia Dortmund and
Werder Bremen in the hat

thanks to wins earlier in the
week.

Spanish league pacesetters
Deportivo La Coruna needed a
last-minute goal from Dutch
striker Roy Makaay to draw 1-1
away to Panathinaikos in
Athens, but still went through 5-
3 on agflregate. Croatian mid-
fielder Aljosa Asanovic scored
for Panathinakios from the
penalty spot.

Slavia Prague of the Czech
Republic also advanced, draw-
ing 1-1 away to Steaua
Bucharest of Romania to win
through 5-2 on aggregate.

- Primera Liga preview

Basques battle Galicians

PARIS, Dec 10:
Basque clubs Real
Sociedad and
Athletic Bilbao will
find their ranks of
loyal supporters
uncharacteristically swollen by
Primera Liga fans in Catalunya
and Madrid this weekend as
they bid to halt the emergence
of a new stronghold in Spanish
football, reports AFP.

Galicia - the north west tip of
Spain - is out on a geographical
limb but has also traditionall
been a Iringe region in Spanish
football.

The region's clubs - Deportivo
La Coruna and Celta Vigo -
have never won a title between
them but are currentlY in
charge of the division with lead-
ers Deportivo this weekend go
to San Sebastian to face Rea
Sociedad and second placed
Vigo hosting Bilbao.

The title has been the pre-
serve o: Barcelona, Real Madrid

and Atletico Madrid since 1985

The previous four years had
seen a briel period of Basque
dominance with Sociedad and
Bilbao sharing four titles.

Ironically, those same clubs
that could help foil the ambi-
tions of a new Galician power-
base. Not much love is lost be-
tween the Basque region and
the rest of Spain - in particular
Madrid.

The Basque nationalist ETA
terrorist movement last week
ended their ceasefire but this
weekend at leagt the region's
football clubs will be cheered on
by fans of the big three.

Of those clubs only
Barcelona, who visit bottom
club Sevilla, look capable of
mounting a challenge - they are
fourth, seven points behind De-
portivo.

But Atletico are stru al-
though there plight is nothing in
comparision to . who are in
17th place and currently in line
for a relegation play-off match.

But hopes of Sociedad over-
turning Deportivo may be pre-
mature. The San Sebastian sidc
are also underperforming and
are yet to revive under new

coach Javier Clemente, the
former Spain national team
boss.

Last week Sociedad returned
from Bilbao with a 1-1 draw in
the Basque derby in an occa-
sion which saw Clemente return
to the club where he made his
reputation.

FIXTURES:

Saturday: Sevilla v
Barcelona (20h00 GMT) I

Sunday (all 16h00 GMT un-
less stated): Espanyol v Val-
ladolid, Real Sociedad v De-
ortivo La Coruna, Real Mal-
orca v Oviedo, Alaves v Real
Betis, Rayo Vallecano v Malaga,
Celta Vigo v Athletic Bilbao,
Real Zaragoza v Numancia,
Atletico adrid v Valencia
(18h30)



