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Various factors cause defac-
I ing of the city’'s landscape. The
resultant unseemly look of the
city Is an eye-sore to its resi-
dents. Among thie reasons be-
hind this phenomenon. we may
mention the wide-spread preva-
lence of graffiti or wall-writing
in almost all areas of ihe city.

Grafliti has a long tradition

in our country. The tradition
has, however, worked as a drag
of the clean facade of the city.
Grafliti is resorted to mainly
for conveying political mes-
sages and slogans. It has be-
come so pervasive that it con-
stitutes one of the distressing
aspects of our city life. Th=
abominable disfiguration of the
city’s walls and buildings that it
entalls is a constant source of
feeling uneasy.

It was generally observed
that previously these wall-writ-
ings were often executed in a
crude manner with unsymmet-
rical and rough formation of
the alphabetical letters carry-
ing the messages. Lately some
improvement is noticeable in
this rr.sﬁcct. This seems to be
due to the factor that nowadays
most of the wall-writings are
done with the help of ready-
made metal castings containing
the alphabetical letters.

Whatever forms the wall-
writings take, either crude or
improved. the city landscape
invariably suffers from their
existence, Since there appear to
be no rules or regulations either
[rom the municipal authorities
or any other quarter to regulate
this unsightly aspect of city life,
the propensity for resorting to
this sort of activity for any
cause whatsoever {naa been
steadily on the increase.

Previously under autocratic
regimes, orders were issued to
wipe oul the u signs. This
bore some results for a tempo-
rary period. But the graffiti
culture is so much ingrained in
us Lhalt it seems that no amount
of efforts backed by proper civic
ethos will ever eliminate it
completely.

Lately a new trend is notice-

Fire at garments
factory in city
By Staff Correspondent

Fire broke out at the confer-
ence room of a garments factory
at Karwan Bazar in city yester-
day.

JII'F"I re Brigade official said,
the fire originated from an elec-
tric short circuit at about 8:55
am on the fourth floor of the
six-story under-construction
building.

Seven fire fighting units
from Tejgaon, Mohammadpur,
and Palassey rushed to the
Southern Garments and extin-

ished the blaze after one and

alf hours.

Fire Brigade sources said
that fire darmaged furniture and
air-conditioners worth about
Tk 6 lakh. '
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Down to Earth =
City’s Look Suffers
from Many Scars

By A S M Nurunnabi

able in the use of the city walls
as vehicles for advertisements
of various commercial prod-
ucts. We are used to seeing
hoarding signs and billboards
along the city streets as adver-
tising media. Now, the entire
space of a big portion of a wall
is taken up for advertising pur-
poses. The trend seems to be
steadily growing in the city. One
of the reasons for this new
trend may be that painting such
advertisements of consumer
products on walls of buildings
is more economical than set-
ting up hoardings and bill-
boards and such painted adver-
tisements on walls are more
durable and stable, not subject
to uprooting by storms or cy-
clones. In one respect, these
I::ainted advertisements are at
east less painful to the eye than
crudely executed graffiti with
political import.

The hoarding signs and bill-
boards set up on the sides of city
streets for advertising com-
mercial products are not found
to be all innocuous. particu-
larly some of them featuring
female models may distract at-
tention of drivers of vehicles
thereby risking accidents. On
some traffic islands, growth of
plants may obstruct view cn
one side to the traffic move-
ments on the other where there
are no clear-cut demarcation of
traffic lanes on streets,

Here also lies the potential
for accidents. In some areas
where there are parks and at-
traclive open spaces, views of
natural beauty are somctime
obstructed by the erection of
large-sized hoardings and bill-
boards. It is felt desirable that
in the interest of maintainin
open exposure of such spots o
natural peauty, the municipal
authorities should discourage
erection of such hindering
hoardings and billboards in
those city areas.

No less guilty of disfiguring
the city landscape are the
widespread and random place-
ment of posters on city walls
and buildings for a variety of
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ses such as advertising
medicines and cures of doubtful
nature, computer training,
coaching centres, cultural and
other ftunctions, etc. The sad
part of the story is that some of
such posters are found pasted
on the already evicted bill-
boards and hoardings. thereby
interfering with their publicity
message. This, of course, ad-
versely affects the interests of
the advertisers who spend con-
siderable amount of construc-
tion of such billboards and
hoardings.

pur

Display of banners of vari-
ous descriptions is similarly
responsible for affecting the
clean Jook of the city. Banners
interfere not only with the
clean faces of the lands::aw but
also the city's skyline. When
banners of various colours and
sizes flutter aloft, they seem to
clutter the skyline. Banners ad-
vertising admissions to English
medium schools, though only
seasonal in nature, are found
apl&nl;n
Profusion of banners adver-
lising reduction sales is also in
evidence at times of festivals.
They take such an euphoric
form that the prospective buy-
ers are bewildered by such pub-
licity campaign and are unable
to decide whether there is actu-
ally any reduction in prices or
they are merely eyewash.

Above all, the graffiti prob-
lem is felt by observers to be
quitle a grave one, as they have
an important bearing on the
make-up of the city's look. As
such an imperative necessity in
this respect seems to be to de-
vise suitable ways and means

for tackling the graffiti prob-
lem in the citﬁ. prohibitory
regulation by the civic authori-

ties carrying stiff penal provi-
sions for the sponsors of ran-
dom placement of graffiti may
be an answer. But, at least pro-
vislons may be made so that no
graffiti is allowed in certain
specified areas of the city in the
hiﬂcrtst of aesthetic considera-
tions,

5-member BN_P
team leaves for

China tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

A five-member BNP delega-
tion. led by party secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
leaves here tomorrow for China
at the invitation of the Com-
munist Party of China.

Other inembers of the delega-
tion are: BNP vice chairman
Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain MP.
Chairperson’'s Advisory Coun-
cil member MM Rezaul Karim.
Joint secretary Ashraf Hossain

;nd Mizanur Rahman Sinha
P.

BNF's senior vice chairman
Tariqul Islain. who was sched-
uled to visit China, cannot
make the trip due to illness.

One held
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accusing seven people, including
the arrested and Talukdar
Sarwar Hossain, Commissioner
of Ward No: 37 of Dhaka City
Corporation.

According to police, the mur-
der was a sequel to previous
rivalry between two factions of
local Jubo League. Kiran, the
elder brother of Barun who is
the general secretary of Ward
No: 37 Jubo League, was the
main target of the killers.
Barun became the victim when
he tried to save his brother
from the gun shots of the
killers, police added.

Tejgaon police said they ar-
rested. Hawladar from Uttar
Khan area i

Hawladar was produced be-
fore the CMM's Court and police,
prayed for a seven-day re-
mand. The court granted re-
mand for four days.
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Celebrating the Month of Victory

A poetry recitation session at a cultural function at the
Public Library Auditorium in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Fluctuation in onion price

Decline in production &
hoarding main reasons

By Mustak Hossain

Gradual decline in produc-
tion and hoarding by a section
of unscrupulous traders are the
main reasons for fluctuation in
onion price. source concerned
said.

Onion production fell by
about 8 per cent since the
1996-97 t?nancial year, Lhey
said.

The production was about
1.5 lakh tonnes in 1991-92 fi-
nancial year, which came down
to about 1.3 lakh tonnes in
1995-96, according to the Bu-
reau of Statistics. But con-
sumption increased over the
years, it said.

Onion is cultivated in about
84,000 hectors of land. Average

i,;ield is about 47 maunds per
eclare.

Onion cultivation is more
profitable than rice but farmers
go lor rice cultivation because it
is their main food crop, the
sources said.

"Withdrawal of import duty
on onion is not the only solution
Lo keep onion prices stable,” one
soturce said.

Production can be increased
only by inspiring farmers to
cultivate it. The government
should patronise onion cultiva-
tion and take effective mea-
sures to stop its smuggling. they
said. Onion was smuggled to
India last year because of less
production and high price there,
they said.

Yearly demand Yearly production Yearly
Year in Metric Tonnes in MT deficit in
(MT) MT
1996-97 4 lakh 15 1 lakh 42 2 lakh 73
thousand thousand thousand
1997-98 4 lakh 25 1 lakh 39 2 lakh 86
thousand _thousand thousand
1998-99 4 lakh30 1 lakh 40 2 lakh 90 .
thousand thousand thousand

The table was obtained from the Trading Corporation of

Bangladesh (TCB)

Diouf: FAO observing
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of this government in many
ways, including empowerment
of the rural women., modern
cultivation, better delivery sys-
tem of agri-inputs, efficient
management in production and
distribution of food”, he said.

All these and Bangladesh's
plans to reduce the ranks of its
poor by half by the year 2015
also counted in awarding Ceres
Medal to the Prime Minister, he
added.

Diouf also lauded the efforts
of her government to build ca-
pacity at the rural level for bet-
ter yield in agriculture sector
and developing a sound food se-
cur_}_’fﬁ system in the country.

e FAO Director General
said there is no food shortage
globally but the developing
countries have problems re-
garding access to food,

There are 82 “low food
deficit” nations in the world to-

‘day and they cannot buy food in

the world market due to balance
of payment problems, he
pointed out.

" Half of these 82 countries
are in Africa. But in terms of
Eﬂpulatinn, Asia comes high.

ﬂnpifladesh is facing serious
problems due to increase in
population”,

To raise food output, he said,
the nations must reach the
farmers required knowledge,
inputs and an integrated pest
management.

On genetically modified (GM)
seeds, Diouf said it should be
tested scientifically before ap-
plication. "But there are vari-
eties ¢l seeds which have not
been distributed among farm-

NEW DELHI, Dec 10: A
prominent Indian politician
announced today after being
sacked by the ruling Hindu na-
tionalists that he had decided to
form a new political party to
take on his former mentors, re-
ports AFP.

The United News of India
(UNI) quoted Kalyan Singh as
telling reporters in the north-
ern city of Lucknow that he
would decide on the party's
name in consultation with his

colleagues.

Singh was expelled Thursday
by the BJP party. which heads
India’'s ruling multi-party
coalition, for defying Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Singh said Friday that he
would concentrate his career in
the northern state of Uttar
Pradesh. where in the past
decade he helped the Hindu r'a-
tionalist BJP to emerge as a

dominant force.

Housewife murder:
Arrested two
remanded

By Staff Correspondent

One Tasfiqur Rahman and
his cousin, arrested in connec-
tion with the killing of his wife
Sohana Rahman in the city,
were placed on a three-day po-
lice remand yesterday.

Sohana Rahman, 21, was
stabbed to death in front of her
one and a-half-year old daugh-
ter at their residence at Ulan
Road in West Rampura on
Wednesday.

Another suspect, Anis,
cousin of Tasfiqur. was still
absconding, police said.

ers. These are not GM but could
increase food production in
Bangladesh.

Replying to a question, he
said. "Solution is to have better
varielies including the GM but

not without proper trial and
testing”.

On subsidies he said, “We
should not allow countries (o
have subsidies if' we decide that

no country should use it.”
Ceres Medal is given to out-
standing woman personalities

for their contributions in rais-
ing lt;uod prodzcﬂun and reduc-
i unger and poverty.
ngRecipimts of the award
it was introduced in 1971 In-
cluded late Indian prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi, Mother
Teresa, Sri Lankan Prime Min-
ister Sirimavo Bandarnaike.
Queen Sirikit of Thailand and
Irish President Vigdis Finnbo-
gadottir.

Diouf arrived in the cily on
Thursday and left yesterday.

6000-strong
bridal

party!

PATNA, Dec 10: Thousands
of guests loaded with gifts con-
verged on the capital of India's
poorest and most lawless state
today to see one of India's most
colourful politicians marry off
his daughter, reports AFP.

Police said t]?gy had thrown
a tight security net around Bi-
har's capital Patna where more
than 100 VIP politicians are to
take part in the wedding of the
eldest daughter of Laloo Prasad
Yadav, former chief minister of
Bihar.

15 hurt as AL,
BNP clash 1n
Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 10: At least 15
people were injured, two of
them seriously in a clash be-
tween the activists of BNP and

Awami League at Golachipa un-
der Patuakhali district last
night.

Witnesses said the clashin
groups used lethal weapons an
exploded crackers during an
hour-long clash,

At least ten shops were ran-
sacked and two houses looted
during the clash.

Police rushed to the spot and
chased the feuding grnugs, They
also picked up Ashim Saha, a
Jubo Dal activist from the spot.

The seriously injured, iden-
tified as Manna, 20, and San-
{:}}.r. 21, were admitted to local
ealth complex.

Shahjalal Varsity
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would consider the names sug-
%csted by the All-Party Action
ommittee.

However, the All-Party Stu-
dents Action Committee has
said that no decision has yet
been taken to withdraw the stu-
dent strike in the varsity.

An official of Shahjalal
University said that the main
gate was unlocked by a police
officer at 4 pm in presence of a
magistrate and varsity offi-
cials.

11-party call to
cancel CCC
polls schedule

By Staff Correspondent

The 11-party alliance yester-
day called upon the government
to immediately cancel the elec-
tion schedule of Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) for saving
the country and the democratic
process from ‘possible dangers’,

The parties, at a meeting,
also asked the government to
initiate talk with sincerity with
the mainstream opposition and
other political parties and an-
nounce fresh schedule on the
basis of a dialogue.

Besides, the alliance sug-
gested holding of all the four city
chnratiun elections at a time
an frEEinF the process from
‘communal publicity, muscle
power and money game’.

The meeting also urged the
mainsiream opposition party,
BNP, to give up its ‘irresponsible
rigidity’.

Held at Gano Forum office
with its leader Pankaj Bhat-
tachariya in the chair, the
meeting hoped that the ruling
Awami League would refrain
from its 'suicidal move in hold-
ing the CCC polls unilaterally’.

The meeting said the Election
Commission has completely ig-
nored the recommendations.
suggestions, and requests made
by the 11 political parties and
unilaterally declared the CCC
polls schedule.

Janaja for
Brig Ashfaq
today

By Staff Correspondent

The namaj-e-janaja for
Brigadier Shabab Ashfaq will
be held at Chopper's Den in
Dhaka Cantonment at 2:30 pm
today. family sources said. He
will be laid to eternal rest at the
Dhaka Cantonment graveyard,
family sources said.

Shabab's elder brother
Brigadier Farugq Ashfaq, de-
fence attache at Bangladeshi
Embassy in Beijing. and his sis-
ter, who lives in Australia, have
already arrived in Dhaka, they
added.

Bullet-ridden body of
Brigadier Asfaq was recovered
from officers’ mess at Chit-
tagong Cantonment at 4 pm on
Wednesday.

Security sources said
Brigadier Shabab Ashfaq.
commander of 69 Infantry
Brigade, based in Bandarban,
committed suicide by shooting
himself with SMG.

A court of inquiry compris-
ing senior army nl}ic:rs has
been formed to probe the death
of Brigadier Shabab Ashfaq.

Refrain from
speculative
stories: ISPR

By Staff Correspondent

The ISPR yesterday urged all
concerned to refrain from pub-
lishing "speculative stories” on
the death of Brig Shabab Ash-
faque.

Following is the text of the
press release issued by the In-
ter-Service Public Relations:

Brigadier Shabab Ashfaque,
Commander, 69 Infantry
Brigade at Bandarban, was
found dead in his room at Chit-
tagong Cantonment at 1502
hours on December 8. He came
to Chittagong Cantonment to

articipate in a Command Post

se, which is routinely held

.n all formations and units of
the Army.

The circumstances, time, en-
vironment and the witnesses
present around the place of oc-
currence led to the conclusion
that the officer committed sui-
cide by firing two rounds by a
Sub Machine Gun (SMG) drawn
from his own unit. A high level
Court of Inquiry head a
Brigadier has been ordered to
investigate the case of his
death. The element of sabotage
or assassination, as it stands at
;t}l;e moment. is almost negligi-

e,

There are some errors in re-
porting the matter in different
newspapers and misleading and
mysterious conclusions are
drawn in others.

Some of the dailies and
weeklies like the Holiday have
reported about his posting to
Pakistan as the Defence At-
tache. The posting order of such
nature is not out yet, although it
was under consideration of the

See Page 11 Col 4

"Some 6,000 people are to |

dccompany the groom and
there is a 30 kilometre march,
There are also 50 doctors to at-
tend to the wedding guests,” SS
Bhatia, a senior police officials
said.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari vajri:ayee and Home

Minister Lal Krishna Advani
were invited but both declined
to attend.

Yadav said on Thursday the
marriage of his daughter Kﬂsa.
23. would be fit for a queen.
Yadav is India's most con-
troversial politician not only for
his involvement in a 271- ion-
dollar swindle of state funds but
also because of the way he

manipulated national politics for

three years from 1996.

He installed his wife Rabri
Devi as Bihar chief minister
when he had to go to jail but the
audacious step did not end his
1990-1997 tenure as Yadav
continued to rule the state with
an iron hand from behind the
SCenes.

Police said more than
30,000 guests would participate
in the wedding scheduled for
10:00 pm local time.

Rent-a-car shop

ransacked

By Staff Correspondent

A gang of youths ransacked a
rent-a-car shop at Uttara in the
citﬁv. damaged at least four of its
vehicles and took aévhay Tk 7000
at int last night.

E#P.pc:-ﬂsn beat up the man-
ager of the shop — Mobile Rent-
a-Car — at Road No 15, police
said.

Kazi Shahidur Kadir, owner
of the shop, told The Daily Star
that the gang attacked the shop
as he refu to rent them a car
a week ago.
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