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Cramming Kills Creativity

From the /esnatives Desk

UR education is sucked into a tradition long organized by Macaulay and his colonial peers. {15
Macaulay had put it sometime in 1835, the British education policy in India was designed to create "a
clan who would be interpreters between us and the millions whom we govern, a class of persons Indian

in blood and color, but Engli

sh in tastes, in opinions, in morals and intellect.” Consequently, in less than a

formed, with
hundred years or so, the task of the government in educating the governed was radically trans :

critical lu!r’;g-tcnn consequences. In fact, the education provided under the Bnt'ish had two critical ff:atur‘es.
Firstly, a greater emphasis was given to the study of law, languages and humanities compared to engineering
and medical sciences. Secondly, with the introduction of English as a medium of instruction, most of the

students settled for the habit of cramming

the text in order to pass, what again turned out to be an excessive

number of examinations. Both features amply demonstrated the fact that Macaulay's intention of producing
a class of ‘interpreters’ and not innovators were carried out in words and deeds. :

Interestingly, by the second half of the 19th century, the colonized educated class [r_eferred variously as
Babus, Bhadraloks or Bhadrasantans) became instrumental in influencing and reproducing the very 'cnlunial
education policy of which they were the first products. And it is this factor of colonized institutions
reproducing colonized minds that continues to haunt us all, indeed, effectively organizing and reproducing

the education policy of post-colonial Bangl

adesh.

There are several reasons for the tradition of cramming to continue even today. I will, however, limit

myself to four:

One, lack of creative development of the Bengali language. It still remains divided along class lines and the

use of archaic

Academy has miserably failed in this endeavour.

Two, the fuss with the English language, the incapacity to treat the language as a South Asian language. In
this context, I would like to mention two things. Rabindranath Tagore received the Nobel Prize, as the Nobel
Committee had put it, for his “contribution to the literature of the West.” And there is no reason to think that

other Bengalis cannot do likewise. Secondly, the official language of SAARC (incidentally the brainchild of

grammar has killed the spontaneous and progressive development of the language. Bangla

Bangladesh) is English. And as such English becomes one of the languages of Bangladesh.

Three, the curricula of our schools, colleges and Universities are all catered to champion the cause of

Western wisdom and practices. In fact, they have little relevance to the people and places of this country.

Last but not the least, there is hardly any emphasis on creative writings and outdoor activities in our
education, Consequently, education becomes a process of note gathering, note cramming and sit down exams,
killing thereby the creativity of the students.

The times evidently have come for redesigning the design of Macaulay and free our education from

coloniality and cramming. Let creativity and imagination flow.....

Examination in progress at a city school.
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mestic worker, was widowed

JﬁR.INA Begum, who is a do-
five years back. Since then

secondary education and they
face the second public exami-
nation after the two years of

Curing the Pul;lic Examinations

by Nirupoma Chowdhury

erly designed. So they face dif-
ficulties in their professional
life, as they cannot properly

cerned teachers stated that the
training they have been pro-
vided with after the introduc-

examination. Thus the educa-
tion of the examinee becomes
suggestion and note based:

like Mathematics and Englich,
In the HSC level, there is no
sign of introducing the MCQ

of our public examinations.
Grading system will make our
education system more accept-

year and the HSC examination
will start on the last Thursday
of April. Results of these exam-

she has been working hard for  higher secondary education. implement those knowledge. tion of the new revised syllabus eventually his/her education system. able and transferable for a stu- inations will be published
her only son. If she is asked There are five education boards Chairman of the Secondary  was not sufficient enough to up- remains incomplete. Meritori- Mismanagement and cor- dent opting to go abroad for  within 80-85 days. Mark sheets
about her hardships. she will in our country. These are and Higher Secondary Educa- rade their skills. Some stu-  ous students. conscious teach-  ruption: Every year after the higher education. In the present will be provided within fifteen
answer you with a smile that Dhaka, Chittagong, Comilla, tion Board, Dhaka Dr. A. T. M. ents and their parents com- ers and sightful parents are very first day of the public ex- system if an examinee gets be- days after the publication of the
her agonies and sorrows will go  Jessore and Rajshahi. Under  Sharifullah talked about the plained that teachers are not against these conventions.  aminations all the daily news- low 30% marks, he/she will be result. If the authorities
away when her son passes his thee= five education boards deficiency of the syllabus and  sincere towards their profes- Questions should be based on  papers headline the expulsion treated as a f student even imflcmcnt these decisions, it
Matric and then IA. Jarina is  these public examinations are  curriculum designed for the sion. Many of thém are mostly  the overall syllabus. Questions  of thousands of examinees for  if he/she has 70% or more in  will be easier on the of the

not the only mother whose
dreams are surrounded with

held.
Syllabus and

SSC and the HSC level, He men-
tioned that these deficiencies

occupied with private tutions,.

which results in the deterfora-

should be analytical, problem
solving and innovative. So the

adopting unfairmeans within
the exam halls. In some places

another subject. But in the
E:;ading system, the result will

university authorities to for-
mulate their academic year ac-

her son's passi Matric and : are the reasons, which make tion of their performance examinees need not memorise there are processions demand- shown as a "B” or an "F". So cordingly.

IA; there are thousands of Curriculum our students unskilled and in- within the.classrooms. the answers. They have to an- ng the scope for co g within  the next year the examinee will Conclusion

mothers in our country who are The questions of the SSC ex- efficient even after completing ' Procedure of swer the questions with their the exam halls. Clashes be- not have to sit for the whoele As public examination ef-

dreaming about their off amination are set up according ten or twelve gJEﬂrE of studying. own capability. Only this kind tween the law enforcement exam, but only for the particu- fects the mass lives, it is ex-
a

springs, in spite of several
hardships they face.

Previously known as Matric
and IA are now recognised as
the Secondary School Certifi-
cate Examination (or S5C) and

to the syllabus taught in class
nine and ten. Students can
choose any one group from
three different streams - sci-
ence, humanities and com-
merce. On the other hand, stu-

He also add very important
thing. He said that as a nation

we are loosing our morality,
our humanity; we are deterio-
rating day by day. He stressed
on including the moral educa-

examinations
Questions: The question pa-
pers set for the public examina-
tions like the SSC or HSC ex-
aminations, are quite proto-
types. Typical questions with-

of questions can evaluate the
students aptitude and the level
of their knowledge. A con-
cerned official of the Secondary
and Higher Secondary Educa-
tion Board, Dhaka informed

agencies and the miscreants
involved in copying is not rare
during public examinations.
Though surprising, but it is true
that even some teachers and
guardians are sometimes found

lar subjeets in which he/she
wants to upgrade. While asked
about the feasibility of intro-
ducing the grading system in
our public examinations, the
Chairman of the Secondary

pected that the problems and
irregularities associated with
these examinations be eradi-
cated immediately. Concerned .
parties should be more ant

and strict in stopping corrup-

the Higher Secondary Certifi- dents appear in the HSC exam- tion as a compulsory subject in out any variation are being re- !:hat the board authority is go- involved in helping the exami- and Higher Secondary Educa- tion in public exams. The syl-
cate Examination (or HSC). ination after studying the syl- the secondary and the higher peated for years. A well experi- ing to take a br_:dd step in chang- nees in their unfair business. tion Board, Dhaka stated that labus and the curriculum
These are the two biggest public  labus taught in class eleven and secondary education. Dr. enced teacher of a renowned ing the traditionally set ques- The dpul:rlit: eéxaminations the present curriculum is not  meant for the SSC and the HSC
examinations of our country, twelve. In this level also stu- Sharifullah added that the Sec- government school of Dhaka tion papers in the public exam-  should be absolutely fair and  adaptable with the grading sys-  level should be modernised and

Every year about a million of
students appear in SSC and
HSC examinations.

Our Secondary and
Higher Secondary

Education System

In our country a common
view on examination is that it

dents can choose any one group
from the three streams. Stu-
dents who passed the SSC hav-
ing sclence can change the
stream, but students having
humanities or commerce can-
not migrate into the science
stream. However they can in-
terchange within humanities

ondary and Higher Secondary
students should be taught about
humanity and moralism. This
kind of education will help the
students to keep away from
adopting unfairmeans in all
spheres of lives,
eachers
While talking about the

city mentioned that in the
western countries, a group of
people work for the whole year
to set the questions for the
public examinations. The ques-
tions of public examinations
should be analytical to judge
the depth of knowledge of the
examinees. Same questions

inations of the new millen-
nium. Board authority is pretty
determined in their decision
and necessary steps have al-
ready been taken for the pur-
pose.,

It is known all over the
world that multiple choice
question or MCQ system is the

free from all sorts of corrup-
tion. If the schools and colleges
conduct their selection tests for
the SSC and the HSC examina-
tions properly and allow only
the competent students to ap-
pear in the public examina-
tions, then it will reduce un-
fairmeans in these examina-

tem and only the policy makers '

of the government can approve
such initiatives.

Wastage of education year:
Just two decades back, one
could complete his/her post
graduation at the age of twenty
two. But now <! takes threes or
four years more. One of the rea-

definitely the teachers have to
be properly trained to teach the
upgraded syllabus with effi-
ciency. More attention has to be
given in formulating standard
and analytical questions. Sin-
cerity is required on the part of
the teachers in evaluating the
answer script properly and in

is separate from teaching and and commerce. Syllabus plays teachers teaching in the sec- should not be repeated over  best procedure to evaluate the tions. On the other hand, there sons behind this is that after time. The five education boards
learning, both theoretically a very important role in tg: ondary and higher secondary years. students. But this system has  should be stringency in holding passing the HSC examination  have taken some bold and time
and in practise. According to tes process as the questions  levels, most of the teachers But the picture in our coun-  not been properly implemented  the examinations. Students or  students have to wait for about  befitting decisions regarding

this view, a test is a neces
but unpleasant imposition. But

of the examination are abso-
lutely depended on the ascer-
]

whom | interviewed, expressed
their dissatisfaction. They

try is a different one. If any one
goes through the last five years

in our public examinations. At
the beginning of the MCQ sys-

teachers involved in any cor-
ruption in public examinations

a year for their university
classes to start. If it was possi-

the public examinations. Now
it is their responsibility to im-

actually testing and teaching tained syllabus. All the stu- mentioned that most of the uestion papers of either the  tem at the SSC level, the situa- should be given exemplary Dble in those days to start the = plement those.

are closely interrelated. The dents with whom 1 talked about school and college teachers of SC or the HSC examinations, tion was .made even worse by punishment. university classes in the same As the public examinations
SSC examination is the first the examination system, men- our country are not well he/she will find a tradition of introducing’ the so-called Evaluation System: year of appearing the HSC reflect the national standard
biggest test the students face af- tioned about the syllabus and skilled, they are not I:zvfra;:-lpe1-l¥1 having an astonishing similar- ‘gquestion bank” cnntalning Presently the evaluation sys- exam, why is it impossible and potentiality, time has come
ter their ten years of schooling. curriculum. Most of the stu- trained. Even Dr. Sharifulla ity in the question papers set 900 questions for each subject, tem of our public examinations now? It is inspiring that the ed- to pay more attention about the
As our secondary and higher dents are not satisfied with the = mentioned that in spite of up- for the od years and for the After much criticism for the {§ conventional. Students are ucation board authorities have improvisation of the public ex-

secondary education system is
divided into ten plus two years
system, so our students appear
in the first public examination

after completion of ten years of
o

present syllabus. They men-
tioned that most of the topics,
which they are studying, are
not sufficient for the practical
life. Besides, these are not prop-

grading the syllabus, the total
educational structure has not
yet improved due to lack of
skill on the of the teachers.
On the other hand, the con-

even years. Accordingly, the
examinee knows about the top-
lcs that he/she can omit and
the topics that are most impor-
tant as per the year of his}bl?er

concerned parts, the "question
bank”™ was abolished. Still the
present system is not up to the
mark as MCQ system has been
omitted for important subjects

evaluated on the basis of their
obtained marks. Grading sys-
tem, which is accepted every-
where as a better evaluation
system. is not followed in case

taken steps to stop this wastage
of valuable education year. It
has been decided that the SSC
examination will begin on the
first Thursday of March each

aminations, otherwise we will
be drawn backward.
The author is a Fi Member

oo G oersity, Bhaka.

Healing the Examination System

A Case Study of Dhaka University

Some Reflections on the
Examination System

Professor Kenneth

Refedge, still alive as
emeritus professor of education
at the University of Chicago, on
education. He was o the
opinion that in the teaching-
learnin rocess examination
is a tool that not only provides
information as to how much
students have been able to
receive and retain transmitted
knowledge but also whether the
leacher has been effective in
communicating the informed
state of knowledge. My discus-
sion with teachers at all levels
In Bangladesh has convinced
me that not many teachers take
this two-sided view of the exam-
ination.

I also recall my reading a
book on examination when |
was nominated to be a member
of an international committee
by the Education Testing Ser-
vice at Princeton to review their
GMAT\GRE examination. The
book provided insights with
many historical examples of
their own rience. The basic
tenet was that the basic pre-
paredness and intelligence of
the examinees are distributed
normally except that for vari-
ous types of schools the inter-
cept and Assisi on the coordi-
nates vary. So for a given class
if the difficult dis bution of

uestions set is normal. then
€ Scores would also be nor-
mally distributed except that
mean and standard deviation
would be different for different
. different teacher and dif-
ferent subject. Only such stan-
dardulzgﬂnn '.T:-uld allow us to
ea m -

uud%oOdea cher from not

iden
50 cher and good stu-
dt':rﬁﬁ'nmnut-ln !h.idmtl

am sure most
are unaware of this simple the-
ur_’f_‘hﬂ“l Sl:ttlng _q'L;IH for

I recall a discussion with

our teachers -

by Muzaffer Ahmad

examination. This results in
the delight about ‘too easy’
question and dismay about “too
hard and uncommon’ question.

There are certain tendencies
observed in setting questions
for examinations. First, avoid
setting question on the topic
that was set last time. This does
not make sense if we want the
student to have an overall view
of the contents of the suhl]t:ct.
Second. give some questions
which anybody can answer as
these would be expected at that
year of examination, Third, not
much attention is given to the
language of the questions-set
causing confusion. Fourth, the
question setter does not give
enough time to formulate ques-
tions for providing the basic
thrust of learning of the partic-
ular course. Fifth, analytical
approach is most often avoided
and the note-learning becomes
the basic ability for performing
well in the examination. Sixth,
examiners are not always se-

lected on the basis of their.

knowledge about the subject
and ability as examiners.

Having said this, let us look
at the examination systems in
our schools. Most of the good
schools now cumulate marks
from periodical examination
with an announced wciglm}g:*
This is not widely practised. But
the fault of the system is it does
not provide for any examina-
tion lwl:_i::]‘t:e li:_:oka into develop-
ment o act based analyti-
cal thrust which alone helps fu-
sion of creativity and -en-
richment. Traditional or such
partitioned a has noth-
ing much to from except
that the student carries a t-
ened load for each examination
in a latter case.

The students face public ex-
aminations after class V, class
VII, class X and class XII before
they enter the university. The
basic idea is to identify talent.
Does performance in single ex-
amination help to identify tal-
ent? Is memorisation of certain
facts and presentation helpful
in identifying talent? As we
have no clear idea about outputs
of the system at various stages
we have taken to an easy re-
course which is tilted in favour
of better endowed institutions
and students from higher in-
come families.

For SSC and HSC we have
six Board regionally divided
and several streams [e.g,, sci-
ence, humanities, commerce,
madrasah, industrial arts etc.].
First regional divisions have
no scientific basis. We are
putting richly endowed cadet
colleges or public schools and
poorly endowed village schools
with highly differentiated aca-
demic resources at par. This has
distortionary effect. The basic
logic is the capacity of the
Board to handle the number of
examinees. A suggestion was
made to create separate regional

s le.g., one in old district]
and a distinct board for better
endowed schools [e.g.., cadet
colleges, public schools. some
private schools, some
government schools etc.]. Sec-
ond, why should there be sepa-
rate streams at this early stage?
We may offer electives from
various disciplines and stu-
dents could take certain core
uul!_:-gecta for examination and
certain electives. What is
maﬁl for hadn:jisl:nn at the

ext stage shoul arated
from what is needed {uulzzlcar a
level of educational attain-

ment. Third, should all subjects
be taken at one go? Why should
we not allow the student to take
SSC and HSC examination ac-
cording to his/her prepared-
ness? Initially this will create
some administrative adjust-
ment but after a transition time
this will be stabilised. Fourth,
since early specialisation cre-
ates academic Iimmobility

for Temedial by tahihg. mors

than required number of sub-
jects for basic completion of
SSC/HSC need be incorporated.
Fifth, the merit list is a mis-
nomer as we see from the later
performance of some of these
students. Thus a better ap-
roach would be grade system.
ut prerequisite of introducing
grade system is familiarisation
of teachers in setting questions
and examination of scripts. We
currently give an examinee a
marks starting from a mini-
mum and then gﬁ higher for bet-
ter answers. Could we start
from a maximum and then go
lower for errors, misinterpre-
tation and missed analysis.
Sixth, if we shift gradually to a
problem-solving approach as
we go higher in the educational
ladder, could we introduce
open-book tests? This could be
tried in classes initially with
attendant training of teachers.
Seventh, the scourge of cof::}'mg
in examination can only be
controlled through examin-
ers/question setters creativity
in teaching and examination
process not by police. These are
observations based on my in-
teraction with teachers of vari-
ous educational institutions at
various levels of the education
system.
The author is Professor, In-
stitute of Business Administra-
tion, Univgrsity of Dhaka.

N an opinion poll under-

taken by the Centre for

Alternatives on the Dhaka
University campus, a
maximum of 36 students out of
a total of 70 identified the
procrastination in taking
examinations and publishin
results as the major flaw wit
the examination system at the
university level. For finding out
the major problems with
University level examinations,
opinion of seventy (70) DU stu-
dents under different faculties
was gathered. Apart from the
unusual delay in taking exami-
nation and ?ublishing results,
other crucial problems pointed
out by them were faulty ques-
tion pattern {30 students), ex-
cessive dependence on memory
work (23 students), centrally
held annual examination sys-
tem (19 students), favoritism
and politicization (19 students),
cut and dried syllabus (11 stu-
dents) and inter departmental
discrepancies in examination
pattern (6 students). Only ﬂ&]x“
students saw no flaws with the
examinations at the university
level,

Examination is indispens-
able in any educational institu-

tion as it provides a mechanism -

to evaluate the caliber of the
students. But for quite a time, it
has been alleged that our exam-
ination system s not appro-
priate for proper evaluation of
merit of the students. In other
words, the outcome of the exam-
ination is not a true represen-
tation of students devotion to
studies. It will be awesome for
the society if university level
examinations suffer from any
“hard disease™ because on com-
pletion of university education,
most of the students enter ser-
vice life and very few have the

4 opportunity of further refine-

by M. J. H. Jabed

ment. Therefore, the following
diseases (affecting university
examination) diagnosed by
none other than the patients
themselves deserve a proper re-
examination by the doctors
concerned before these take an
epidemic form.

Unusual delay in
taking examination and
publishing results

Last year. the university
administration served show-
cause notice on the chairper-
sons of the masters examina-
tion committees of eight de-
Partm:nts because of their al-
eged failure in publishing re-
sults after ten months of the ex-
amination. In reply to the no-
tice. most of the exam-commit-
tee chairpersons held the late
submission of marks by exam-
iners responsible for the un-
usual delay in publishing the
result. Of late. the university
authority has set a time period
of 90 days (3 months) for pub-
lishing the result but this rule s
hardly maintained. The worst

sufferers are the honours exam- .

inees particularly under social
science and arts faculty because
they have to loose almost one
year before the start of their
masters classes. In science and
commerce faculties, masters
classes begin on just comple-
tion of the honours final exam
but ironically, for reasons best
known to the authority, mas-
ters classes under social science
and arts faculties underway
after publication of honours re-
sults. Therefore, at the time
when the masters students
would have completed their
course, the course actually
starts.

The

The procrastination in tak-

ing exam and publishing result
is now academically and offi-
cially recognised that's why in
markK sheets you find group of
words like: ‘f!l"?e Jollowing are
the marks obtained by. Mr. X at
Honours/ Masters examination
of 1997 held in October 1998.

Why the examination of
1997 should be held in October
19987

When this question was
raised, Mr. Shah Muhammad
Habibur Rahman, Controller of
examinations of Dhaka Uni-
versity had the following to say:

e problem is not exclu-
sively with the universities.
Rather the seed of the problem
is sowed at high school level,
The high school session is from
January to December but the
college session [HSC) is from
July to June. Where do the six
months go? Intermediate (HSC)
€éxaminations are held in July
or August and the result comes
to light in October or November.
Only then the University can
take admission tests. The Uni-
versity needs at least two
months to select students be-
cause admission tests involve
about one-lakh students. So.
the loss of two years in the aca-
demic lives of students takes
place at different stages of aca-
“demic life, and not exclusively
it the university stage”.

“To address that problem
you have to co-ordinate the
university calendar with col-
lege and school calendars. If the
school session is from January
to December you must follow
January-December calendar at
college and university levels.
courses should be sus-
pended by the start of October
and all examinations shouild be

held in October so that the re-
sult could be published by the
start of January. In the same
way Lhe colleges should com-
lete admission process by
ebruary an: end the session hy
September / October so that the
HSC result could be published
by January / February and the
university could complete the
admission Frn-:r,ss by March™.

“In brief, if session jams are
to be eliminated, you have to
deductl three /four months from
studies. Three/four months
must be fixed for examination
and result purposes. In a two
year session, studies must be
completed in maximum twenty
months and minimum four
months should be allotted for
examination and result.”

Re?:din delayed publica-
tion of result, the examination
Controller said, “The controller
office is not responsible if
teachers and students cannot
complete course in time. Two
members of the exam commit-
tee do the tabulation work. We
only publish the result. But how
shot lﬂ:l we complete the tabula-
tion work and publish result in
three months if the examiners
take scripts two months later
and submit mark-list six
months later than the sched-
uled time?"

"We do not intentionally
hang result for long time rather
the examiners and second ex-
aminers (and in nece cases
third examiner) take more than
six months in looking over the
scripts”, continued the Con-
troller, "When | was a student, |
completed my masters exami-
nation in two weeks but now
masters exarhination takes

more than four months because
when the controller office pre-
pares examination sch

ule,
Continued on page 9_



