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. Human Rights Day

Universality of human rights

By Mary Robinson

VER the past half century

there has been a gradual

but steady advance in the
direction of the
internationalisation of human
rights. There is increasing
awareness that human rights
must be respectted and defended
irrespective of whatever
nationality a person has or
where they live or what place
they have in society.
In addition, there have been

marked advances in the codifi-

cation of human rights laws
and norms. A large body of legal
instruments now exists which
embody the common under-
standing of human rights by the
international community. And
there have been important im-
provements in the interna-
tional machinery to monitor
human rights situations in all
parts of the world and to ensure
that human rights are protected
as stipulated in the interna-
tional instruments.

One of the questions that has
been raised is whether human
rights are truly universal. The
implication is that the funda-
mental rights set out in the
Universal Declaration and
other human rights instru-
ments may not apply in some
countries or societies. If we look
at the text of the Universal
Declaration we see that the
drafters certainly

Preamble describes the thirty

articles that follo . A -
‘mon_ standard :_th achievement
fu"r all peoples and all nations,

The Preamble also declares

that. "Recognition of the inher-
ent dignity and of the equal and
unalterable rights of mem-

bers of the human family is the

foundation of freedom, justice
andrﬁca e in the world," The
record shows that the drafters
of the UDHR sought to reflect in
their work the differing cul-
tural and religious traditions in

the world. The result is a distil-

intended the
document to be universal. The.

lation of many of the values in-
herent in the world's major le-
gal systems and religious beliefs
including the Buddhist,
Christian, Hindu, Islamic and
Jewish traditions.

The World Conference on
Human ts which was held
in Vienna in 1993 carried out a
major review of the state of
human rights and gave detailed
consideration to the question of
universality. The Declaration
and Programme of Action,
adopted by all of the 171 partic-
ipating States, gave a ringin
endorsement to the full range o
ri%hts as set out in the Univer-
sal Declaration. Article 1 of the
Vienna Declaration says that:
"The World Conference on Hu-
man Rights reaffirms the
solemn commitment of all
States to fulfil their obligations
to promote universal respect for
and observance and protection
of all human rights and funda-
mental freedoms for all in ac-
cordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, other in-
struments relating to human
rights and international law.
The universal nature of these
rights and freedoms is beyond
question.”

All Countries Subject
to Scrutiny

For human rights to be uni-
versal it follows that the per-
formance of every country in
the human rights field must be
open to scrutiny. The charge is
sometimes made that onl
weak countries are criticise
for human rights abuses while
bigger countries get away with
serious violations.

The aspiration to a culture of
human ts is still very far
removed from the reality. If
anyone is in doubt about the
scale of gross human rights vio-
lations in the world they need
only read the Report on Civil-
ians in Armed Conflict which

the Secretary General submit-
ted to the Security Council last
month. This year alone 1 have
seernn some of the worst viola-
tions, which are taking place —
murder, expulsions, maiming,
and rape. | have assumed a bur-

den of listening: to the pain and
anguish of the victims of viola-
tions. to the fears and anxieties
of human rights defenders. 1
intend to go on listening to
those who suffer in this way,

and to be a voice for them. That
applies wherever violations oc-
cur.

A promising development in re-
cent years is the movement to-
wards making those guilty of
grave human rights violations
accountable for their actions.

The principle of universality
applies here too: all such viold-

tions should be accounted for —
wherever, whenever and by
whomever they were commit-
ted. The adoption of the Rome
Statute providing for an Inter-

national Criminal Court is a

major step forward. [ urge
States to ratify the Statute

without delay so that the Court
can get on with its vital work.

Human Rights for All

As well as being universal,
human rights are indivisible.
The Universal Declaration
refers to "common standards of
achievement for all people and
all nations." What this means is
that civil and political rights,
on the one hand, and economic,
social and political rights, on
the other, are both demanding
of protection on the same plane.
The two sorts of rights are in-
terdependent and interrelated.
Economic, social and cultural
rights need to be realised with
the same degree of affirmation
and conviction as civil and po-
litical rights. Freedom of
speech and belief are enshrined
but also freedom from fear and
want. Fair trial and the right to
participatory and representa-

tive government sit shoulder to
shoulder with the right to work,
to e.g;.m] pay for equal work,
and the right to education.

I have sought to place more
emphasis on economic, social
and cultural rights and the
right to development because
there has been this imbalance
over the years in favour of civil
and political rights. In fact, I
believe that rich countries are
sometimes guilty of a kind of
double-s : they are strongly
— and rightly — critical of hu-
man rights abuses in the civil
and ﬁo itical field. But they are
muc

1 less vocal about eco-
nomic. social and cultural

rights. The right to decent liv-
ing conditions, food, basic
healthcare, education, are laid
down. in the International
Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and which
have been endorsed repeatedly
by governments — at the sum-
mits in Vienna, Cairo, Beijing
and Copenhagen, for example.

All Actors should be in-

volved

Embedding human rights in
society, calls for the active in-
volvement of all the different
players — governments, inter-
national organisations, devel-
opmerntal bodies. non-govern-
mental organisations. human
rights defenders. We are fortu-
nate tn live in an era when re-
spec l{or human rights is ac-
cor(...1 the highest priority by
the international community.
The challenge we face is to
translate that interest and
commitment into genuine hu-
man rights for all.

The writer, a former Irish
President, is UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights. This
article is the abridged version
of his statement presented in a
Congress at the former German
Parliament organised by
Weltachsen 2000 on 11 Novem-
ber 1999,

UN monitoring mechanisms

the heart of the United Nations monitoring system are the two types of human rights monitoring mechanisms. The so-called

rincipal international human rights
e States parties. Over the years, the
ty framework, which is referred to as
al capacity as special rapporteurs or

T
Afrnnventinna] mechanisms refer to the igetiﬂc committees formally established through the
eaties. These "treaty bodies” monitor the implementation of the individual conventions by t
ndent and ad hoc system of fact-finding outside the trea
Procedures”. Independent experts report in their person

United Nations has also developed
extra-conventional mechanisms or "Speci

as members of working groups.

an inde

Treaty Bodies (Conventignal’Mechanisms) '+

Treaty bodies have been set up for the six core United Nations
human rights treaties to monitor States parties' efforts to
implement the provisions of the international instruments.,

The Human Rights Committee (HRC) monitors the imple-
mentation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Composed of 18 independent experts of recognized com-

tence in the field of human rights, the Committee was estab-
ished when the Covenant entered into force in 1976. The First
Optional Protocol, which entered into force together with the
Covenant, authorizes the Committee to consider also allegations

from individuals concerning violations of their civil and

political

rights. The Committee is also concerned with the Second Optional
Protocol on the Abolition of the Death Penalty. .

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
éCESCR] monitors the International Covenant on Economic,

concerr economic, secial and cultural rights.. I :
mnmﬁ@é civil and g o o

politieal rights, Human rights

mension of

population transfer, Human rights and income distribution,
Traditional practices affecting the health of women and the girl

child, Systematic rape and sexual
Treaties. agreements and other arr and
indigenous populations, Human rights and states of emgris ncy,
Privatization of prisons, ‘Freedom of movement, Humag

and terrorism, Human rights and scientific progress.

angements between St

slavery during armed conflict,

rights

Thematic mandates are also entrusted to the Secr&taljr-ﬁtnerai.
at the level either of the Commission on Human Rights or the

Subcommission, including:
HIV/AIDS, Human ri

Human rights in the context of
ghts and forensic science, Human rights and

mass exoduses, Human rights and terrorism, Rape and atuse of
women in the areas of armed conflict in the former Yugos:avia,

rights bodies.

Regﬁrisa]s againsf_t persons cooperating with United Nations human

Courtesy: United Nations

ocial and Cultural Rights. Composed of 18 internationally
recognized independent experts in the relevant fields. the
Committee was established by the Economic and Social Council in
1985, nine years after the Covenant entered into force. Unlike the
other committees, whose members are elected by the States parties
to the respective convention and report to the General Assembly,
the members of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights are elected by ECOSOC, to which they report.

The Committee on the Elimination of ial Discrimination
(CERD) monitors the implementation of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrim-
ination. Composed of 18 independent erts, the Committee
bcghan its work when the Convention entered into force in 1969 and
is the oldest treaty body.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW), composed of 23 independent rts, has
monitored the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women since 1981.

The Committee Torture (CAT) monitors the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment. Composed of 10 independent experts, the
Cn%n;itteit was established in lﬂﬁn;+ |

Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), composed of 10
independent experts, has monitored the Convention on the Rights
of the Child since 1991,

Special Procedures of the Commission on Human Rights
(Extra-conventional Mechanisms)

The ad hoc nature of the special procedures of the Commission
on Human Rights allows for a more flexible response to serious
human rights violations than the treaty bodies. s entrusted
with special human rights mandates act in their personal capacity
- and are variously designated as Special Rapporteur,

Representative, Independent rt or when several experts share
a mandate, Working Group. They examine, monitor and publicly
report to the Commission either on human rights situations in
specific countries and territories or on glob
cause serious human rights violations worldwide. Certain special
mandates are also entrusted to the Secretary-General or his
Special Representatives. While never originally conceived as a
system, the nearly 50 country and thematic mechanisms th it have
been established thus far clearly constitute and function as ap
effective system of human righls protection.

Country Mechanisms

Currently, some 20 mandates monitor the human rights sit-
uation in specific countries, includin Mghanistan. Burundi,
Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (former Zaire),
Equatorial Guinea, Haiti, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq.
Myanmar, Nigeria, Rwanda, Somalia, Sudan. and the former
Yugoslavia, ,

e General Assembly has established a Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.

Thematic Mechanisms

The General Assembly established a Special Representative of
the Secretary-General for Children in Armed Conflict.

The Commission on Human Rights established a Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on Internally Displaced
Persons and has created a number of important thematic
mandates on: Arbitrary detention Contemporary forms of racism,
racial discrimination. xenophobia. and related intolerance Effects
of foreign debt on the enjoyment of economic, social and
cultural rights, Effects of illicit dumping of toxic wastes and

us products on the enjoyment of human rights, Enforced or
involuntary disappearances, ajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions, F om of opinion an cﬂ)rcsainn. Human rights and
extreme poverty, Independence of judges and lawyers. Religious
intolerance, Right to development, Right to education, Sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, Structural
adjustment policies, Torture, Use of mercenaries and the right of
ples to self-determination. Violence against women. he
ubcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protecuion

of Minorities has also established a number of thematic
mechanisms:

There are Working Groups on: Communications (the 1503
Procedure reviewing individual complaints), Contemporary forms
of sla Indigenous populations. Minorities.

The Subcommission has also appointed Special Rapporteurs

and Independent Experts to conduct studies, including: Impunity

phenomena that
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On a crusade against torture

rights programme relies

increasingly on. an
independent system of fact-
finding outside the treaty
framework, which permits a
more flexible approach to
individual violations. The
system of so-called extra-
conventional mechanisms
refers to special procedures of
the UN Commission on Human
Rights. The Commission can
appoint independent experts of
international stature to
examine, monitor and publicly
report either on the situation of
human rights jn specific
countries or, in case of a the-
matic mandate, on serious hu-
man rights violations related to
certain phenomena in various
parts of the world, such as tor-
ture, extra-judicial executions,
arbitrary detention, religious
intolerance or use of mercenar-
ies. These experts, acting in
their personal capacity, are des-
ignated as special rapporteurs,
representatives, or when sev-
eral experts share a mandate,
working groups. They take up
individual cases directly with
governments. They work as ah
effective communication pro-
cess between governments and
victims of human rights abuses
with the authority of the UN
behind them.

THE United Nations human

The response was immediate
and Amnesty has grown into
the world's largest interna-
tional voluntary organisation
dealing with human rights. In
1973, Amnesty was looking for
its first full-time lawyer and
Rodley took the challenge.

He was there for long 17
E:ars. Nigel headed Amnesty's

gal and Intergovernmental
Organisations Office.

"Amnesty landed me in a
weird world where violations of
basic human rights were so
rampant.”

Amnesty was awarded Nobel
Peace Prize in 1977 when he
was actively involved with it.

Rodley obtained his PhD
from the University of Essex in
1992. He started as an Assistant
Professor of Law at Dalhousie
University, Canada. In 1990. he
was appointed as Reader in Law
at the University of Essex and
Professor of Law in 1994. He
was also the Dean (1992-95) of
the School of Law.

Since 1993 he has heen Spe-
cial Rapporteur on Torture by
the UN Commission on Human
Rights. In 1998 he was knighted
in the Queen's New Year's Hon-
ours list for services to Human
Rights and International Law,

The responsibility of Special
Rapporteur is demanding. It
takes Sir Rodley away about

By A H Monjurul Kabir

Sir Nigel Rodley, an inter-
national lawyer and an aca-
demic, is the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Torture.
His grandparents were killed in
a Nazi concentration camp in
Minsk. His father left Germany
as a refugee in 1938 and came to
England. When he was only
three, his father, a member of
paratroop regiment, was killed
in a fierce battle.

Young Nigel went to a board-
ing school in Bristol. He did his
LLB at University of Leeds and
then went on to do LLMs -- first
at Columbia University and
then, in 1965, at University of
New York on international law.

The Nuremburg trials of war
criminals inspired him to study
international law,

“That legacy also encouraged
me to human rights.”

He actively participated in
anti-Vietnam demonstrations,

“1 guess I brought that expe-
rience with me to human ﬁgﬁf&
work,”

‘jﬁel was Research Fellow at
Ne
Int
1970-72,

He returned to London to
Jjoin Amnesty International.
Amnesty JInternational was
launched in 1961 with a news-
paper article by a dedicated
British lawyer Peter Benenson.
His newspaper appeal The For-
gotten Prisoners urged people to
hc[.i',in working fairly and peace-
fully for the release of thou-
sands of men and women im-

risoned throughout the world

or their political or religious
belief.

ork University Centre fors.,
ational ‘Studies during ™

four months a year from the
university. to UN offices in
Geneva and New York, and in
countries where torture is al-
leged to take place.

“The Special Rapporteur on
Torture was created by Com-
mission on Human Rights reso-
lution 1985/33 in 1985, The
mandate of the Rapporteur is to
examine questions relevant to
torture.”

Torture is defined in the
1984 UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
mar or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, to which reference
is made in the preamble of the
resolution creating the special
Rapporteur, as any act by which
severe pain or sulffering,

. whether physical or mental, is

intentionally inflicted on a
person for some specific pur-

ses. These include obtaining

rom him or a third person in-
formation or a confession, pun-
ishing him for an act he or a
third person has committed or
is suspected of having commit-

ted or intimidating or coer
him or a third p;gun bascﬁﬁ '

discrimination of any kind,
when such pain or suffering or
pain is inflicted by or at the in-

-stigation of or with the consent

or acquiescence of a public offi-
cial. It also covers persons act-
ing in an official capacity.
While the Rapporieur’s
mandate does not expressly ex-
tend to ‘cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punish-
ment’, Sir Rodley has made it
clear that he is prepared to con-
sider practices falling on the
borderline between torture and

Landmarks in human rights

June 26, 1945
June 21, 1946

December 9, 1948

December 10, 1948
August 12, 1949

- #E

on the Status of Women.

(entered into force 1951).

- ¥ Bw

The General Assembly adopts the Universal Declaration of Human
The Diplomatic Conference for the Establishment of International Conventions for the Protection of Victims of

Rights.

Signing of the Charter of the United Nations and Statute of the International Court of Justice, in San Francisco.
The Economic and Social Council [ECOSOC) establishes thec Commission on Human Rights and the Commission

The General Assembly adopts the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

War adopts four Geneva Conventions, relating to the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded and Sick
Members of Armed Forces in the Field and at Sea. the Treatment of Prisoners of War and the Protection of

Civilians in Wartime (into force 1950).
December 20, 1952

August 1, 1956

ECOSOC calls for

The General Assembly adopts the Convention on the Political Rights of Women (into force 1954).
periodic reports (every three years) on human rights and studies of specific rights or grcups of

rights. This resolution represents the first call for reports from Member States, and was a precursor 10 the

reporting requirements contained in the many subsequent human ri
: The General Assembly adopts the Declaration of the Rights of the Child (see also November 20, 1989).
adopts the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial

November 20, 1959

December 21,1966 : The General Assembly

ts covenarnts.

Discrimination (into force 1969). This Convention provides for the establishment of the Committee on the

Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

adopts the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (into force
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights with an Option

Protocol. [into

force March 23, 1976). This Covenant provides for the establishment of the Humarf Rights Committee (see also

December 16, 1966 : The General Assembl
January 3, 1976) an
May 28, 1985).

June 6, 1967 !

ECOS0OC adopts resolution 1235 (XLII), authorising the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-commission

on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to examine information relevant to gross
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

November 7, 1967
May 13, 1968 :
November 26, 1968 : The General Assembly

Crimes against Humanity
December 11, 1969 :

November 30, 1973 : The General Assembl
Crime of Apartheid (into force 1976).
December 9, 1975

March 23, 1976

and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

The General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.
The International Conference on Human Rights adopts the Proclamation of Tehran.

adopts the Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War
(into force 1970).

The General Assembly adopts the Declaration on Social Progress and Development.

adopts the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
The General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture
Treatment or Punishment.

With entry into force of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 10 years after being originally opened for signature (see

December 18, 1979 : The General Assembly

e Elimination of

December 16, 1966), the International Bill of Human Riths becomes a rea]iH (see also December 10, 1948).
1 |

adopts the Convention on t Forms of Discrimination against

Women (into force 1981). The Convention provides for the establishment of the Cornmittee on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women.

November 25, 1_931 The General

December 10, 1984

against Torture.
May 28, 1985

LR

ECOSOC establishes the Committee on Economie, Social and Cultura;] Rights, res
ral

implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultu

December 4, 1986
December 9, 1988

Detention or Imprisonment.
May 24, 1989

Summ Executions.

The General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Right to Development.
The General Assembly adopts the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of

: ssembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.
The General Assembly adopts the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment (into force 1987). The Convention provides for the establishment of the Committee

nsible for monitoring the
Rights.

ECOSOC adopts the Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extralegal. Arbitrary and

November 20, 1989 : The General Assembly adopts the Convention on the Rights of the Child (into force 1990). The Convention
. ﬁuﬁdes for the establishment of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
December 18, 1990 : e General Assembly adopts the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant

Workers and Members of Their Families.
December 18, 1992

Religious and Linguistic Minorities.

The General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
The Security Council adopts resolution 827 (1993), establishing an International Criminal Tribunal for the

Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in

May 25, 1983 :
- the Territo
June 25, 1993 : The World Conference on Human Righ
December 20, 1993 :
Human Rights.
April 5, 1994 - Mr. Jose A

November 8, 1994

Committed in Rwanda during

December 23,1994 :  The General Assembly
12, 1997 : Ms. M
17, 1998 ¢

of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991, with its seat at The Hagu
ts adopts the Vienna Declaration and
The General Assembly adopts resolution 48/141, establishing the post of Unit

establishing the International Criminal Court, with its seat at The Hague.

e in the Netherlands.
Pro

ﬂframmc of Action.

Nations High Commissioner for

yala Lasso of Ecuador assumes the post of first United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
The Security Council adopts resolution 955 (1994), establishing an International Criminal Tribunal for the
Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other g

1994, with its seat in Arusha, Tanzania.
proclaims the United Nations Decade for Human
Robinson of Ireland becomes the second United Nations High
The Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries adopts the Rome Statute of the International Cri

erlous Crimes against Humanitarian Law

Rights Education (1995-2004).
Commissioner for Human Rights.

al Court,

United Nations Sheﬁial ppnrteur on Torture Sir Nigel Rodley

“Twenty-eight years is not so long

a time compared to Jewish
genocide during the Second World

War. Still that process of trial of
the criminals is going on in many
parts of the world. Bangladesh
should proceed with such
initiative. It’s very crucial to start
the process of trial to stop the
vicious cycle of impunity. The
cycle of impunity can be the
breeding ground for the cycles of

atrocity.”

other ill-treatment. for exam-
ple, judicially ordered dmputa-
tiﬂﬂﬂ.-- s BT R _i'-- :-,' ..';.ﬂ- :'

“The activities include seek-
ing and receiving information:;
asking governments to com-
ment on information concern-
ing legislation or official prac-
tices: forwarding to govern-
ments for clarification allega-
tions about urgent cases that
fall within my mandate, under-
taking such visits; and report-
ing annually to the Commis-
sion.

“It (the report) contains in-
formation on all of the above
activities, as well as summaries
ol correspondence; details of
meetings with sources of in-
formation and go.ernments,
descriptions of visits, and gen-
tral analyses and recommenda-
Lions.”

Does it work?

“Possibly,” he said. "It is an
indirect mechanism to hold
governments accountable. Till
now we do not have any direct
arrangement with enforcing
mechanism to hold govern-
ments answerable for what they
wronged. It's not the UN that
can change things directly. It's
groups within the country it-
self, International nionitoring
and scrutiny encourage these
forces, both non- governmental
and within government to stop
abuses.” :

Sir Rodley receives some
400-500 urgent appeals a year.
If the allegations are substan-
tial and urgent, the office of the
Special Rapporteur responds
within 24 hours, by faxing the
Foreign Minister of the country
concerned lo ask for more in-
formation. In 1997-98, Nigel
sent 64 letters to 59 countries
on behalf of 400 individuals
and 10 groups involving about
250 persons. About 80 were
known to be women and about
40 were known to be minors. He
also sent 39 letters remindin
Governments of a number o
cases that had been transmitted
in previous {ears. Together
with individual cases Nigel also
transmitted to Governments 27
allegations of a more general
nature. He transmitted 122 vr-
gent app=als to 41 Governmernts
en behalf of 380 individuals
fabout 30 of whom were known
tc be women and 30 were known
to be minors) and 20 grou
[including one group of 190
women) involving about 1.500
}.mersnna with regard to whom
ears that they might be sub-
jected to torture and other
forms of ill-treatment had been
expressed. In addition. 35 Gov-
ernments provided him with
replies on 450 cases submitted
during the year review, whereas
17 did so concerning some 300
cases submitted in previous
years.

Very few governments dare
to cha?l::ngc or ignore his moni-

toring wholly. Still, there have
béen some denials. The amount
of responses from dilferent gov-
ernments Sir Rodley receives
every year testifies this.
%avemmts don’t want to
be criticised publicly for its ac-
tion or omission. ey try to
avoid international condem-
nation. Human rights viola-
tions have become over the
years matters of international
concern and no longer simply
ones ‘'essentially within the
domestic - jurisdiction® of

‘states.”

Each and every complaint is
addressed with equal attention.
“l1 never prioritise any com-

plaint. | take up every credible
communication with equal at-
tention. | Lg to act immediately
on matter of grave u cy. It's
an expression of fear that
somebody is at risk. | seek to co-
operate with holders of other
Commission mandates to avoid

. duplication of activity in re-

spect of country-specilic initia-
tives wish to visit countries
where a systemalic pattern of
gross abuses has been revealed

bu: that is not possible in all
cases.”

He has to work in difficult
situation. It is true that gov-
ermnments do not want to be crit-
icised publicly. But the world is
made up of self-interested na-
tion states, which jealously try
their best to protect their
sovereignty.

Sir Rodley is happy with his
mandate but feels there should
be more logistic support.

"With the authorisation of
the UN I have, | can still try to
make a modest difference. |
wish [ had regional offices and
efficient staffl as well.”

Lurope, America and Africa
have their owr! regional ccn-
vention as well as court of hu-
man rights. No such regional
bill of rights or judicial mecha-
nism has so far been created in
Asia.

How far is that absence an
obstacle to pro-active human
rights compliance monitoring?

"I am not strongly convinced
that Asia with so many diversi-
ties would terribly do well with
such regional developments.”

Sir Rodley is resolute on the
question of trial of war crimi-
nals and trators of crimne

ainst humanity. Like many
families of Bangladesh, his
family too had to pay a high

price for them.

In 1971, there was a dreadful
genocide in Bangladesh causing
the death of about 3 millions

ple by the Pakistani armed

orces and their Bangladeshi
collaboralors. In last 28 years,
successive governments have
failed to initiate trial of the
perpetrators of war crimes and
crime against humanity.

“Twenty-eight years is not so
long a time compared to Jewish
genocide during the Second
World War. Still that process of
trial of the criminals is goi
on in many s of the world.
Bangladesh should proceed
with such initiative. It's very
crucial to start the process of
trial to atn_ghlhi: vicious cycle of
impunity. The cycle of impunity
can be the breeding ground for
the cycles of atrocity. There is
no limitation in law.”

Sir Rodley was extremely
busy in writing his report for
the UN Commission on Human
Rights on his recent visit to
East Timor.

*You simply can’'t imagine
the scale of atrocity and devas-
tation that has been committed
there. But the people are still
surprisin ]{ very optimistic
and ch il.”

They are tasting freedom,
aren’t they? “I think so.”

Dealing with torture for
years is not a soothing experi-
ence at all but he Nigel has no
option.

“Somieone has to take the re-
sponsibility. At times it's de-
pressing as I'm in a much more

ve pasture. | try not to in-
volve with stories emotionally.
Sometimes that is not possi-
ble.”



