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BNP believes 1n
communal

harmony, says
Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said that the gov-
ernment has miserably failed
to ensure security of life and
prﬂf)crtF of the people, espe-
cially of the minority commu-
nity of the country.

She said there was no secu-
rity of the people belonging to

T communiies e ter yesterday strictions.
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ule Cast Community, led by
Principal Ganesh Hawlader,
called on her at 29 Minto Road
official residence and formally
joined the BNP.

The members of the group
hailed from Bagerhat, Khulna,
Moulvibazar, Madaripur and
Gopalganj districts. The new-
comers also included three

Tofail tells press on return

LDCs should get duty,

quota free access
to western markets

By Staff Correspondent

The world’s least developed
nations should get duty and
quota free access to western
markets before the WTO meets
in Geneva next year, said the
commerce and industry minis-

the outcome of the recent World
Trade Ofganization meetings in
Seattle.

Ahmed served as the
spokesman for 48 of the world's
least developed countries dur-
ing the decisive 19-hour, 26 na-
tion ‘greeriroom’ meeting. :

"We have been marginalised

The European Union de-
clared it would give duty and
quota free market access to es-
sentially all products, while the
United Stated favored duty free
access but only with quota re-

countries also asked western
nations to lift barriers restrict-
ing the free movement of people,
but they resisted the proposal.
Ahmed said he regretted that
the SAARC commerce minis-
ters couldn't work out a unified
approach before the Seattle

-Assault Oon newsman

Action agaiﬁst |
- policemen

but polling went peacefully that saw an academic beat a rebel party colleague.

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Alauddins, Swapan

the two major candidates had

meeting, even though man oining the Cabinet of Prime their agents in the cen-
tribal people. by globalisation and liberali- “thf‘?' :‘iegiupal groups appeareg JP:ﬁrml.-z-.tgﬁer_ Sheikh Hasina. Both tres. The number of polling
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to her party, she said that the developing countries benefited B ]H:IE hs el “;‘“’m =k 1996. Swapan has had several so relatively less than that of
BNP government had imple- from the third ministerial angiacesn_ delegation was Staff Correspondent turns in his political career. Professor Ahmed.
mentsd a number of welfars- meeting of the World Trade amung the ?EDUD representa- Commissioner of Dhaka The Kishoreganj-1 seat fell Independent candidate
oriented programmes for the Organisation (WTO), since de- Eiﬁ"ﬂs fl?m 13 dgﬂ;lhﬂf fm:i"' Metropolitan Police AKM | vacant following the death of Rahman, an expelled leader of
development of the minorities veloped countries have ‘agreed . €s who attended the negotia- | ghamsuddin yesterday assured | ruling Awami League MP ruling AL, won haCkll’tF from
in Bangladesh. to consider our demand. mrl}qs. deration of Bangladesh | P€Wsmen that departmental | Shamsul Hug. former MP and expelled AL
Calling upon the minority Ahmed said all participants i & l:ral ‘;‘ é’ angiaces 4 | action would be taken nst Election officials said they leader Kader Slddﬁ:c.
people to join her party. she accepted the 22-point declara- Chambers ominetrce an the policemen involved in as- | were happy with the way the Rahman, spe to The
said the BNP believes in com- ton adopted by the trade minis- Industry President Abdul Awal saulting a reporter on December | elections went. Daily Star at 1:30pm at
munal harmony and equal ters from the world's least de- Mintoo and businessman | Egaroshindhu Primary school

rights of all citizens irrespec-
tive of cast and religion.
Addressing the function, the

Let there be light

Candles are lit in a ceremony organised by Naripokhkho, a

veloped nations at an earlier
meeting.

Sadek Hossain Chowdhury also
spoke at the press conference.

* The assurance was given by
the DMP Commissioner at a

meeting with leaders of Crime

By and large, according to
our correspondents who visited
the constituencies, the elections

centre, said he was satisfied
with the conduct of polling. “I
have visited 11 centres so far

: : : ducted under heavy security
women's group that aims to bury the societal darkness. s
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League and found the former = tempo ﬂt Ka_] d. Azhar Sarker, a senior | opposition boycott was the rea- man said.

‘much better’. Leaders alleged Fﬂ[lk Murder CaSe The government will confer ol reporter of Banglabazar Pa- | son behind the low turnout in He said he met his rival Pro-
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Convenor of the Jatiy- The recipients are Anwara | jured when some miscreants He was released when other

atabadi Schedule Cast Cell Kar-

party opposition alliance called

School and also wished him

Mansoor, Manorama Basu urled a bomb on a tempo at | reporters rushed there along | a hartal in Charghat in Bagha  good luck, which was also re-
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Dhanmondi R/A

of Advocate Fatik.

said a source in the KMP.
- Meanwhile, DC Abdullah

Office timing

Of the injured, three were

identified as Sumon, 22, Nannu

Two traders were shot by
hoodlums in separate incidents

bomb. A BNP activist was de-

* tained on charges of anti-elec- "

B}' Staff COI'I'EE]JDIIdEIlt Fatik was killed allegedly Azad Chowdhury left KMP . Mia, 30, and Biplob, 28. They at Tipu Sultan Road and at :

The government has formed Ell;ugﬂfén i:ﬂﬂh;ﬁg}‘%’;ﬁ; headquarters this evening. He dur]ng Ramadaﬂ ;ﬁder; Elndnll:itltiz th Dh?kﬁ gegrdhasxzérg:}eer Market in the Uﬂf%vgwm}j R it Memﬁnal
?milﬁ;ﬁeﬁ?{rﬁfﬁt?mé? The murder case is now being Ei‘}dﬁﬂq{_wﬂ charge to DC Naz- |* .y, government has snirégﬁa sajcl.u EEE' ORpial; Tﬁg}r were identified as | of c:jnl}r Ma::ddin :rcrc active From page 1

lem in Dhanmondi residential | .lVvestigated by Mokshed Ali, DC Azad has been trans- | feScheduled the office time Sumon's condition was | Javed Hossain, 25, a hardware | amid a poor turnou adjacent to the 16 crore taka

arca and the feasibility of con-
structing two ‘low cost’ bridges
on the lake at roads 4a and 5,
DCC sources said.

The move by the department

ASP of CID. Dhaka.

The former 10 of this case
ASP Khandaker Igbal has been
transferred to Sardah Police
Academy for being one of the
beneficiaries of Ershad Shik-

ferred to Khagrachhari as CO of
AFBN, He is one of the benefi-
claries of Ershad.

The Additional Police
Commissioner (on deputation)

from 9 am to 3:30 pm with 15
minutes break for Johr prayers
for the month of Ramadan, re-
ports UNB.

This time schedule will be
followed in all the government,

stated to be critical. He sus-

tained injuries in hjs back and.

leg. sources added. :
The bomb was hurled on the
tempo when it was crossing

trader and Abul Kalam, 26, a
ready-made garthenf trader at
Rajdhani Super Market under
Sutrapur thana in the city. |

Javed was shot in his legs
and hands when two groups of

Alauddin was happy with
the electipn, which described as
“very positive® comparing it
with a similar situation in
February 1996.

"Today's election is far bet-

Memorial is now under co -
eration. - N

- But the Dhaka City
Corporation has plans to build
a truck terminal fi up a

dlowy Ecilecls eont o | G, Shiktar e hum tor & 1M, Noonudls Wlal | seSovrament ooy | Kl oo af Shou S, | snd ence when S groupal | . T SR E oo o the o
t? of & & “asr n::'n : j;‘:_ deleting his name from the Ileave Khulna tomorrow to join | and semi-autonomous institu- heard about the incident and | fire. election,” he told reporters. hant The: Methoeiat

“g;} by a ﬁimh prowilr-:td E’::l]m?t_ chargesheet in Fatik murder the RMP. He is also one of | tions. their officials were investigat- He was rushed to the Dhaka Qur Staﬂ;j Cﬁiﬁiagﬂnﬁﬁ; The DCC has'tr.mpnrarﬂy
tee of the Dhanmondi Lake De. | 2S¢ Shikdar's beneficiaries. After the month of Ramadan ing the incident. No case, how- Medical College Hospital | Reaz Ahma sited n shelved the projects in the face

velopment Project, the sources
said.

A move is also underway to
create parking facilities on the
premises of schools, colleges,

The new [O has started deal-
ing with this case through re-
checking of case docket and
questioning of eyewitnesses.

Both the officials tried to
undermine the spirit of opera-
tions against Ershad..said KMP
SOUTCEes,

the previous time schedule from
9 am to 5 pm will come into ef-
fect with 30 minutes break for
lunch and prayers from 1 pm.

ever, was lodged till filing of
this report last night,

4 parties reject

(DMCH) later shifted to the
Orthopaedic (Pongu) Hospital.

Meanwhile, Sutrapur police
said Javed is invelved in crim-
inal activities in the area.

Kishoreganj centres and saw no
incidents of violence. The can-
didates were generally happy
with the election process, he re-
ported. Their agents only made

of public criticism but sources
said lobbying is underway by
some contractors, the parlia-

ment member from the area
and the local ward commis-

ight few common complaints of
clinics, hospitals and commu- From page 1 Police also said last night - certai tre sloner to revive the projects. -
nﬁiy c-:i:ntres. in the han:a. HDEEI' of Khaleda Zia. }Eiglrsuggniﬁt?;? a complaint i fajs&:gg?g Eﬁﬂala ﬂc‘;nuv; a Eelidﬂi uti r;ll:_rlnatructing a
t HEHT. ti 5 = " e ! [ na ere WﬂE Ie-
clﬁ?ﬁes nu:-n%ht agr?ll:tﬁitt:e TP il realst the Yone The second incident took | dozen young boys detained for T\ v o

will ensure that these institu-
tions have their own parking
facilities, which will reatly
help’ solve the traffic problem.
he committee, with LGRD
Chief Engineer Ataullah Bhuya
as its Covenor and DCC Execu-
tive Engineer Md Ashiqur
Rahman Member Secretary, in-
cludes representatives from
* FWD, Roads and Highways De-

artment and Rajuk as mem-
TS,

Call to send Alema
Bhashani abroad

for treatment

By Staff Correspondent

The National Awami Party
(Bhashani) yesterday appealed
to the government and the af-
fluent section of the society to
come forward with assistance
to save the life of Begum Alema
Khatun Bhashani, who is suf-
l‘eﬁa’g from cancer.

ife of late great public
leader Moulana Abdul Hamid

| 2 - g party and its front organisa- i \
Khan Bhashani, Alema L e — ' : = = tions would hold ralliges and ;ﬁ?ﬂﬁ’;ﬁﬁs gl Sanial
Bhashani needs to be sent to The followers of Charmonai Pir’ held a rally at Paltan Crossing in the city vesterday, bring out processions in dis- '
Singapore immediately for creating traffic jam. — Star photo tricts today demanding cancel- Terming him a modest and
treatment, Executive President lation of the polls schedule. honest man, the speakers called

of NAP (Bhashani) A K M Golam

Kabir said at a press conference
at a city hotel.
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was detected 22 days ago. none
from the Cancer Society came
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ment of Alema. 90.

The party has formed a 5-
member committee to look af-
ter her treatment.

R:Pﬁardin% the treatment at
BSMMU. Kabir said in one re-
port her name was mentioned
as Halema Khatun, 90. In an-
other report, her name was
written correctly but the age
was mentioned as 30. In an-

_ : He said the decision followed | chaired th PrOQramming sks
otfler report, her age was men- darity with the teachers and told the agency. © < 8 2,500 rupees (62.5 dollars) — | an announcement by Canadian | Jatiya Pre:s pé?tﬁai?tnﬁutrl: | m — Imemationsl Curriculum
tioned as 70. . i students of CMC. But Yadav said there were no  five times the cost of day-time | Prime Minister Jean Chretien Former :
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Doctors' strike

The striking doctors and

They also staged a demon-

stration on hospital premises

cotted their classes today de-
manding immediate arrest of
the terrorists who attacked
their teacher Dr Nilkanta.

Police force was deployed in
and around CMCH to foil any
attempt of violence.

Meanwhile, the teachers and
students of the University of
Science and Technology con-
tinued their strike for the sec-
ond day today expressing soli-

sk M o R e
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a 15-year ban and open the Taj
Mahal monument for night
viewing by tourists, a state min-

the full moon night and two
nights preceding and succeeding
it. The full moon night this
month falls on December 22.
"Tour operators across the
world have been demanding
that the ‘I‘::c:ll should be nci)cned at
night, and we decided it was
time we submitted to the re-

quest,” Uttar Pradesh state
Tourism Minister Ashok Yadav

plans to open it on the night of

the bank of the river Yamuna at

for night viewing

second wife Mumtaz. is adpﬁmt
1

tourist attraction in India. It

"This decision would mean
that more and more tourists
would now spend the night at
Agra instead of returning to
Delhi by niéght after seeing the
Taj.” he said,

The Taj Mahal is open daily
except Mondays from 6 am to 7
pm.

Yadav said night viewing for
foreign tourists would cost

visit.

cided to close night viewing
the Taj Mahal 15 years ago on

party election”. People want
resignation of the government
and holding of parliamentary
elections first under a caretaker
government, a resolution
adopted at the meeting said.

By announcing the polls
schedule wunilaterally, the
Election Commission has once
again proved its subservience to
the government, it said.

The meeting was attended by
BNP leader Anwar Zahid,
Jatiya Party Presidium mem-
bers ABM Golam Mostafa and
Kazi Firoz Rashid, Jamaat -e-
Islami Publicity’ Secretar
Abdul Qader Mollah and 1
leader ARM Abdul Matin.

The secretaries general of
the four parties will meet at
10am today to discuss the issue
and future course of action,
sources said,

Meanwhile central leaders
of BNP and its front organisa-
tions at a meeting yesterday
also rejected the polls schedule
and demanded its immediate
cancellation.

The meeting decided that the

Canada writes

Canadian. Export Development
Corporation (EDC) under a deal

his government's decision in
this regard to Biman's Manag-
ing Director Air Commodore
Rafiqul Islam at its head office.
e decision was taken as
per his government's policy to
waive debts of Third World
countries "whose track records
of not inc huge debts are
better”, Preston told newsmen
after handing over the letter.

to %iwz debt relief to Third
Wor

has written-off approximately
0.4 million Canadian dollars in

0.2 million dollars, already
paid by the national carrier.

place at about 4 pm when Kalam
refused to pay toll to extortion-
ists. The gang dragged him out
of his shop and shot in his legs. |

hours in different centres as
punishment for false voting.

As many as nine candidates
contested in Kishoreganj. but

jected by the Prime Minister re-
céntly when the local MP pro-
posed to revive it, the sources
confirmed.

Call to collect,
publish works of

Dewan Azraf
By DU Correspondent

Speakers at a condolence
meeting in the city yesterda
paid rich tributes to nationa
professor Dewan Mohammad
Azraf,

Recalling the contribution of
the late educationist and
thinker, they said that his
works would continue to in-
spire the future generations of
the country,

Dewan Mohammad Azraf.
founder principal of Abujar
Giffari College, died at the
National Institute of Cardio-
vascular Diseases on November
l, the day after his 93rd

for immediate steps to collect
the valuable writings of Dewan

even after his death.

perhaps a more secular man
than many others, they said.

he founded the Abujar Giffari
College in the capital in 1973.
They prayed for eternal
peace of the soul of the late
philosopher. A special munajat
was oflered for the salvation of

the departed soul.

Noted litterateur and na-
tional professor Syed Alj
Ahsan presided over the meet-
ing while Prof. Shahed Ali

Vice-chancellor of

Dhaka University Dr Ema-

dhury, Shahabuddin Ahmed,
Prof. Mahmudur Rahman. Abul

guaium took part in the
scussion. \
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