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Centre for Mother
Language Practice

& Research to

be set up: PM

By Staff Reporter

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called for sin-
cere efforts to use B in all
spheres and to enrich the lan-

guage, Bangalee culture and her-

ifzgsl:,
he declared that a Centre
for Mother Language Practice
and Research will be set up in
Dhaka.

The call came at a d and
colourful rally at the city's

Paitan Maidan, organised to .

celebrate UNESCO's declaration
of February 21 as International
Mother Language Day.

"Today is the day of celebra-
tion ... We got international
recognition for our martyrs
who sacrificed their lives for
upholding the honour of our
mother tongue. We feel proud
that Bangla is our mother lan-
guage." she said.

aying glowing tributes to
the language martyrs Hasina
said the historic Language
Movement started in 1948 and
got fruition in 1952. She also
paid tributes to the memory of
martyrs in 1969, 1971 and dur-
ing the anti-autocracy move-
ment.

The Language Movement led
the nation towards its s e
for independence in 1971 under
the leadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Hasina remembered Nobel
Laureate poet Rabindranath
Tagore for his great contribu-
tion to enrich the B a and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman for upholding its hon-
our by delivering his speech in
‘he mother tongue at the UN in
1974.

She said every citizen should
be sincere in having education
in the mother tongue and using
it in all spheres of national life.

Samples of all languages
will be collected and research
done at the mother language
centre to enrich those arrange-
ments will be made at the pro-

sed centre so that people can
earn different languages, she
added.

Apparently moved by the
international recognitibr fo
the 21st February and the cele-
brations, she said December is
the month of joy and pride.
This is the month when the
Bengalee nation achieved inde-
pendence.

Sheikh Hasina said, "We are
committed to build a nation
free from hunger, poverty and
illiteracy by materialising the
spirit of the Liberation War and
the Language Movement.

Bangladesh will emerge as a de-
veloped nation in the next cen-
tury

“Since this government

came to power, it has been try-

ing hard to uphold the d

of the nation,” she said E:g

tioning her government's ef-

forts behind UNESCO's decla-

ration of February 21 as

Eﬂ:matjnnal Mother Language
ay.

‘It is the Bangalees who
taught the world how to give
blood to protect the mother
tongue. 1 pay my tributes to the
martyrs of the Language
Movement and the Liberation
War".

She also paid her respect to
the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who upheld B a by
addressing the UN General
Assembly in his mother tongue
in 1974.

A Canada-based group com-
prising ten people representing
different languages and nations
first proposed to the UN
Secretary eral for declaring
a day as mother 1 age day.
That initiative resulted in the
UNESCO declaration, she said
and thanked all countries and
agencies concerned which
worked for it.

All 188 UNESCO member
countries will observe the
International Mother Language
Day every 9 § mem-
ories of the martyrs of the
Language Movement. she added.

Biman's spl flights
in Dhaka-Jeddah,
Dhaka-Riyadh routes

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
has planned to operate special
flights in Dhaka-Jeddah-Dha-
ka and Dhaka-Riyadh-Dhaka
routes to provide better service
to the passengers. reports UNB.

Biman will operate two
flights in Dhaka-Jeddah-
Dhaka route. The first one BG-
033 will leave today and the
second flight bearing the same
number will depart Dhaka for
Jeddah on December 29,

Biman will operate another
two flights in Dhaka-Riyadh-
Dhaka route. The first one BG-
039A will leave Dhaka on
December 15 and the second one
bearing the same number will
depart Dhaka for Riyadh on
Fm:emher 22, said a press re-
ease.

Special Court to try

cases against
Shikdar from Jan 1

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 7: The Special
Court sgt up here to try cases
against Ershad Shikdar will
start functioning from January
1 next year.

The court will take up the
Khalid Murder Case first,
sources concerned said today.

Meanwhile, the Police
Commissioner has decided to
ask three former officials of
KMP to show cause why action
should not be taken "against
them for concealing two murder
cases against Ershad Shikdar,

These officials deleted Shik-
dar's name from the charge
sheets of Mouze Ali and Nantu
murder cases with ‘malafide
intention’.

It has been found after re-
checking case dockets that the
said police officials AC Yakub
Khandaker, AC Ruhul Amin
and Inspector Shawkat Ali
Khan deleted name of Shikdar
from the charﬁe sheet despite
sufficient evidences against
him about his involvement in
the murders. -

Mouze Ali was murdered on
October 10, 1994 and Nantu on
March 30, 1990. Both the vic-
tims were JP activists.

The FIR was lodged with
Khalishpur thana accusing 13
people for murderi Mouze
Ali. But the then OC Shawkat
Ali Khan conducted a 'mock’ in-
vestigation and submitted
charge sheet favouring Ershad
Shikdar and six others.

The incumbent OC of Khal-
ishpur thana Kamrul Islam has
been asked to re-investigate the
caseg,

Besides, the FIR lodged with
Khulna Thana on March 30,
1990 accused eight persons for
murdering Nantu.

The case was later trans-
ferred to DB. AC of Detective
Branch Yakub Ali submitted

charge sheet dele name of
Shikdar. ting =

The case was first investi-

gﬁltcd by AC Ruhul Amin who
threatened the complainant

against Shikdar.

The incumbent AC (Force)
Abdul Matin Bhuiyan has been
asked to re-investigate the case
and submit a supplementary
ch sheet,

e Police Commissioner
has also asked the incumbent
DC Abdullah Azad Chowdhury
to show cause why necessary ac-
tion will not be taken against
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Cabinet secy gets

one-yr extension

The contract appointment of
Cabinet Secretary Kazi Sham-
sul Alam has been extended b
one year from December 13,
reports BSS.

Prof Gulzar Begum of the
English Department of Eden
Government College has been
awarded contract appointment
to the same post up to her age
completes 60 !

After canceling his leave
prior to the retirement,
Additional Deputy Inspector
General of Police Md Abdul
Hannan has been awarded con-
tract service in the same post
for two years with effect from
the date of joining.

Commodore K M Ahmed has
been appointed Chairman of
the Mongla Port Authority on
deputation from the Naval
Service.

Group Captain Igbal Ho-
ssain has been a inted
chairman of the Civllp viation
Authority on deputation from
the services of Air Force.

Civil Aviation Authorit
Chairman Air Commodore ‘[yﬁ
Ziarat Ali has been returned to
the adesh Air Force.

Md Masudul e, Director
of National Security Intelli-
gence Directorate on dep-
Eaunn. ha? Dham prumul ted to

e post of Depu nspector
General of Pnlic:.tyAft:r com-
plctln%oall the formalities of
promotion, he would rejoin on

-Osman Gani for lodging FIR deputation in the same post of
ne ~ Director at NSL |
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$115m ADB loan
for Southwest
Road Network
project

The Government and the
Asian Development Bank sig-
ned a loan agreement for 11
million US dollars to finance
Southwest Road Network
Development Project aimed at
building a sound communica-
tions link among all parts of
the country, reports :

Bangladesh Ambassador to
the Philippine Reazul Hossain
and AD President Tadao
Chino signed the agreement on
behalf uig?helr respective sides
in Manila, according to a mes-
sage received in Dhaka.

The project will open a
shorter and more cost-effective
east-west corridor after Dhaka-
Chittagong corridor linkin
Dhaka with Mongla Port, Khul-
na, Benapole and Jessore.

In addition, Dhaka-Mawa-
Bhanga 54-km road will be im-
proved and 38-km Eha.nia-
Bhatiapara road and 74-km
Ehatiapara-{‘.‘mpalgan -Town
Noaapara road and 450-meter-
long bridge over the river Arial
Khan will constructed under
the scheme.

BCS body resents
No progress in
implementing
8-pt demand

By Special Correspondent

The central committee of the
BCS Co-ordination Committee
yesterday expressed resent-
ment over what it called the
failure of the authorities to im-
plement its eight-point de-
mand, submitted to the Prime
Minister on November 17.

A meeting of the steering

committee of the co-ordination

committee noted that there had
béen no progress since its pro-
Eramme of wearing black

adges for three days, three-
hour token abstention from
work and rally before submit-
ting the memorandum to the
PM containing the demand.

The eight -point demand in-
clude repeal of the upgrading of
the 321 posts for the BCS
(Admn) cadres.

The meeting chaired by
M.A.Hashem, acting president
of the committee, expressed
dec:j) resentment over what it
said continuation of promotion
to the posts of deputy secretary
and above on the basis of a
quota system which had been
rejected by almost all cadres.

It demanded suspension of
the promotion process and
making it on the basis of open
competition and merit.

Among others Chouhdury
Khalequzzaman, secre gen-
eral ol co-ordiantion commit-
tee, Krishibid Nazrul Islam and
Professor Kafiluddin partici-
pated in the discussions.

3 shot by armed
gang 1in city
By Staff Correspondent

Three people, including a
woman were shot by an armed
ang at a restaurant at South
hajahanpur in the city yester-
day morning.

The injured were identified
as Rashidul Alam Babu, son of
Waliullah, a resident of
Dhakkin Khan, Moni Begum.
wife of Tota Mian of
Shajahanpur Railway Colony
and Shahidul Alam.

Babu received bullet in his
back, Shahidul in his right le
and Moni Begum in her head.
They were admitted to the

Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), hospital
- sources said.

The gang entered the restau-
rant at around 9:30 am and
opened fire

Police could not tell the rea-
son behind the attack while lo-
cal people said that the armed
gang attacked the hotel to chase
their rivals.

Police, however, said that
one person was injured in the
attack.

No case was filed with
Motijheel "tlﬁ?na 1}1 this con-
nection ti ing of this report
last night. .

Controversy over
death of army

officer’s wife
By Staff Correspondent

Controversy rose centring
the death of an army officer's
wife after allegations were
made yesterday that she was

urdered

m :
Police found Kamrunnahar
Ruma, 25, h in her Army
Staff Quarter residence at Ba-
nani in the city Monday after-
noon, _ .

Her was handed over to
her relatives after auto E{ at
the Dhaka Medical Cl::::l ege
Hospital morgue yesterday.

ospital sources said there
was a scar mark on her neck, in
addition to other marks on dif-
ferent parts of her body.

One of Ruma’'s relatives
claimed that Ruma was mur-
dered, hnrﬁtnl sources said,
However, tives of Major As-
raf Haidar, Ruma's husband,
said she was mentally ill and
had made several attempts to
commit suicide.

. Gulshan police said they
were wai for the autopsy
report. MS
dead woman's cousin, filed an
unnatural death case with Gul-

. shan thana. ;
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Celebrating UNESCO’s recognition of International Mother
embarrassing when it disturbs public life at the
processions met a government rally. Could a little or

Language Day stirs the pride in us all, but it's annoying and
government’s behest. Look at the traffic jams that occurred when
ganisation and discipline be too much to ask?

—Star photo

—Ramadan likely
from tomorrow

The holy month of Ramadan
is expected to begin in the coun-
try tomorrow if the moon is
sighted today, reporis UNB.

National Moon Sighting
Committee will sit today to as-
certain the first Ramadan on
the basis of sighting of the
moon, said a press release.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Moulana Nurul Islam
will preside over the meeting at
the Islamic Foundation at 6 pm.

People have been requested
to inform the committee over
phone or fax if the moon is
sighted in anywhere of the
country.

The phone numbers are :
9559493, 9555947, 9555951,
9550280, 9559643, 9556407 and
9558337 and fax number-
9563397.

Two women
gangraped

By Staff Correspondent

Two women were gangraped
by local hoodlums in separate
incidents at Bashabo in the city
within 24 hours ending at 7 pm
yesterday, c}:ulice and hospital
sources said.

A widow, mother of an t-
ear-old boy, was g ped al-
egedly by some local hoodlums

at East Bashabo area last night,

The victim, who reportedly
serves as an ayah at the Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Muljih Medical
University Hospital, was ad-
mitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital last night.

In another incident a
housewife was raped allegedly
by a gang, led by the brother of
her landlord, at East Bashabo
under Shabujbagh thana in the
city on Monday night, police
and hospital sources said.

The victim aged about 25 was
admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital the same

See page 11 col 8.

am Shajahan, the

Deadlock at Shahjalal Varsity continues

JCD, Shibir call indefinite
strike from today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 7: The deadlock
at the Shahjalal University of
Science & Technology con-
tinued for the fourth day today.

The Varsity authorities are
yel to take any step to unlock
the maingate, Library and other
building.

These were put under lock
and key by the activists of the
All-Party (Opposition) Action
Committee on December 4 as
part of its agitation programme
to press for withdrawal of the
names of different halls and
buildings of the university.

The Students Action
Committee, a combine of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Islami Chhatra Shibir has
called for an indefinite strike at
the university from tomorrow.

The semester final exami-
nations which were scheduled
to begin from December 5 could
not be held due to the siege to
the varsity by the All-Party
Action Committee on December
4 and 5.

A meeting was held at the
varsity syndicate hall with the
VC rofessor Mohammad
Habibur Rahman in the chair
today. Treasurer, Registrar,
Deans and hedds of department,
Provosts, Proctor and teachers
representatives to the
Syndicate attended the meeting.

The meeting strongly con-
demned the activities by some
so-called 'organisations'. The
speakers also expressed their
concern over suspension of the
academic activities as well as
the admission process in the
prevailing situation.

When the meeting was on,
about 50 to 60 outsiders riding
22 motorbikes entered the cam-
pus and fired some gunshots.

" date for submitting

The meeling also called upon
the leadi le of the town to
help end the crisis, said a press
release issued signed by the
Registrar. tonight.

e authorities extended the
the admis-
ston forms upto December 22.

District unit of Muktijoddha
Sangsad as part of its week long
rogramme, held a meeting in
kabibazar area tonjght with
Abdul Khalique in the chair.
The speakers said that the
activities of the anti-liberation
forces would not be tolerated.
They also condemned the silent
role played by the administra-
tion regarding the incidents at
the university.

5 killed as train
hits Mishuk
in Sydhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 7: Five SOns
travelling in a mishuk were
crushed under the wheels of an
intercity train in Dhopatila
area between Manu and Sham-
shernagar railway stations on
Sylhet-Akhaura section this
alternoon.

The incident occurred when
the Chittagong-bound Paharika
Exrress hit the mishuk on a
rail crossing at around 5-3 pm.

The dead are, Hafij AEII;LS
Uddin, 40, Imam of
Jame Mosque of Kulaura thana.
his elder brother Moulana Fa-
rid Uddin, 50, Abdul Muktadir,
20, Lal Miah, 45, and Shahreen.
20, driver of the Mishuk. The
mishuk (Moulvibazay 02-0134)
was damaged.
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RANGPUR, Dec 7: Once a prominent centre
Rangpur Town Hall
and glamour, owing
to lack of necessary renovation.
B:duif]gm 1891 unhthmc acres of land, the
structure has gone thro a lot of
:ﬁmangea. But during the last two dmua%hca, there
had been no repair or renovation of the hall due
funds. The last time it
when Shilpakala
scheme to enhance its
capacity to 750 seats from 300. The greenroom,

of cultural activities, the

to dearth of necessary
* was renovated was in 1980
Academy took up a

From Mozammel Haque

sound

rain water.
The

A withering landmark

the automatic power driven screen and the
system were also developed.

That was all. The wooden frames of the s
and the screen have been damag :
The walls are damp and the roof has given in to

ed

of the t committee

of the town hall says at least Tk one crore

is needed to modernise the century-old hall,
ltTl:y r:l?hant authorities to come &11;;
a wi financial help to save

Khaleda to visit
KSA, Mannan

China this month

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia and 2 other top

month, sources said.
Khaleda Zia will leave

Dhaka for Riyadh on December

28 at the invitation of Saudi
to perform Umrah.

KEHE
close aide of the BNP chief
said that she might also go for a

R?st-npcrauv.re check up at the
ng Faysal Specialised Hospi-
:ja]. Earlier, the Leader of the
sition was operated upon
th%prg for r.ir‘l:hrltia..[:l“l= po

She is expected to return
home two days before the holy
Eid-ul-Fitr,

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan, along
with three other senior party
leaders, will leave here for
China on December 12 on a

week's visit at the invitation of

the Communist Fa(rjy of China.

Other members of the delega-
tion are: Vice Chairman
Tariqul Islam, A]ulnt secretary
general Ashraf Ali and member
of the Chairperson's Advisory
%:mnuttee M M Rezaul Karim.

are ted to return to
Dh{;}.;la on mﬂmcmher 20.

City BNP convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka, MP, will leave
Dhaka for Sweden tonight for
treatment of bullet injuries sus-
tained in police action in the
city during a hartal at Jatrabari
area on November 8. Du his
fortnight long visit he will go to
Sweden for treatment. After
that Khoka is expected to visit
UK before returning home.

Export, import at
‘Benapole stalled

BENAPOLE (Jessore), Dec 7:
West Bengal Transport Owners
Association (WBTOA) and
Transport Sramik Union (TSU)
reportedly stopped export-im-
port between India . .and
Bangladesh today for an indef-
inite period demanding uncon-
ditional release of four Indian
trucks, reports BSS.

The Customs Department of
Benapole check-post seized the
four trucks on August 1 this
year with illegal cigarette pa-
pers worth Taka 2.50 crore.

When contacted Benapole
Customs authorities told BSS
that the trucks loaded with
cigarette papers entered

Ba.\:i%adcah on the day.
e Customs authorities

seized the trucks and imposed a
fine of Taka 50,000 on each
truck. We have no other. option
but to follow the law of the
land. The Indian authorities
can take their trucks back after
depositing the said fine with the

| Bangladesh authorities,” Cus-

toms official said.

20 hurt as rival
* Sarbaharamen
clash in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Dec 7: At least 20
people were injured in a clash

between two rival factions of
Sarbahara Party at
Thakurmallick village und
Babuganj thana of the distrfet
yesterday evening.
According to police and local
geu le, two rival g-oups of
a.rl!.*)ahnra Party — one led by
Kamnul Islam Himu and the
other by Swapan Sarker —
clas.rlil.-med over control of the area.
fl‘.'.‘l.ldi.llg ups fired oer
100 rounds o ahu]:: and ex-
ploded crackers during the
%ﬂﬁh that continued for two

urs,
Additional lice force was
sent to the upoJ last night.

leaders of
the party will go abroad this

city tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Dr Jacques Diouf, Director-
General, Food and Agricultural
sation (FAO), will be here
on ber 9 on a two-day of-
ficial visit to bestow the "Ceres
Medal® upon Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.
The prime minister was
awarded the FAO medal in
tion of her outstanding
contribution to the promotion
of food security and struggle
to eradicate hunger and malnu-

trition.
his visit, the direc-
tor-general will call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad and Food and culture
Minister Matia C ury.
The Ministry of ulture
is coordinating the visit.

Zia Killing Case

Submission of
probe report
may be delayed

CHITTAGONG, Dec 7:
Submission of investigation
report in the Zia Murder Case is
likely to be dela}ylcd by another
three months ‘as  its
Investigation Officer prayed for
time today, rtis UNB.. |

CID ASP Abdul Kadet Khan
submitted the prayer for time to
the CMM's Court five days be-
fore the deadline of December
12 to submit the report.

CID sources said although a
progress has been made in the
investigation, further time was

needed to complete the interro-
gations of 8 people, including
some BNP Jeaders, injured dur-
ing killing of: the former
President Ziaur Rahman at thc
lc;gl circuit Hourse on May 29,
1981.

53 Nalitabar1 AL
activists sent
to jail hajat

SHERPUR, Dec 7: A court
here today rejected bail prayers
of 53 activists of Nalitabari
thana Awami e and its
front organisations and sent
them to jail hajat, reports UNB.

They surrendered to the
Court of Magistrate Hasanul
Islam .in _six cases including as-
saulting police, ransacking

urasava office and damaging

uses of opponents apparently
to protest killing of two local
leaders.

Police said president and
secretary of Nalitabari thana
Chhatra League were killed fol-
lowing intra-party conflicts on
October 26 and 27.

In protest, their supporters
went on the ramigage ransack-
ing pourasava office and some
houses. They also assaulted
lice on October 28. -

Deadlock prevails
“at head office of

health directorate
By Staff Correspondent

A near deadlock situation is
prevailing at the head oflice of
Health Directorate in the city
for about a week now due to a
stand-off between the employ-
ees association and a head clerk
in the administrative section,
sources said.

The local unit of the Sarkari
Karmachari Sammanoy
Parishad, an association of
class three and four employees,
at a meeting on November 28
declared head clerk Md An-
warul Islam persona non grata
and demanded his transfer
along with his associates for
their alleged anti-staff and
non-professional activities.
The head clerk is supported
I;f/ a vested quarter. the sources
leged. s 4 t

e Parishad also held a
demonstration on the office
premises and handed over a
memorandum to the Director
General of the Health Direc-
torate to press its demand.

It was alleged that Islam ig-
nored professional duties but
got some empl transferred
and created confusion among
the stafl, using his political in-
fluence and links with high-ups
in the administration.

He also allegedly threatened
some staff members with trans-
fer and harassed some others.
Sincere staff members can not
do their professional duties be-
cause of the head clerk's 'im-
moral activities’, the sources al-
leged.
A vested quarter is support-
ing the group led by Islam in a
bid to destroy the image of the -
Parishad. they claimed.
Meanwhile, a meeting be-

tween officials and Parishad

leaders has been scheduled for
December 10 to end the dead-
lock situation, they said.

JU employees to
g0 on indefinite
strike today

SAVAR, Dec 7: Officers and

employees of the Jahangir-
na
indefinite strike today to press
for allowing some students of
the University
College, who disqualified in the |,
test, to a
examination,

r University will begin an

School and

ppear in the next SSC
reports UNB.
The JU employees union,

employees association and offi-

cers’ association have jointly
j called the strike. :



