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Closing ceremony: The closing and prize distribution
ceremony of the 40th annual sports of Dhaka Residential Model
College will be held. Venue: College premises. Time: 2:30 pm.

Condolence

meetin

g€: Bangabandhu Parishad will
hold a condolence meeting on Begum Sufia Kamal, Venue: Teachers

Students Centre (TSC) auditorium. Dhaka University campus,

Time: 3:00 pm.

BILIA memorial meeting: Bangladesh institute of

Law and International Affairs [BILIA) will hold a memorial

meeling in observance of the

36th death anniversary of Hossain

Shaheed Suhrawardy. Chiel guest: Abdus Samad Azad. Foreign
Minister. Venue: BILIA seminar room. House No 22. Rd No 7.

Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5.30 pm.

Re%iﬂnal seminar: A 3-day long regional seminar on
“Conllict of Management of International River Basins' will be

inaugurated. Organiser:
Engineerin
Resources.

of Godrej Hair Dye will

Department of Water Resources
. BUET. Chief guest: Abdur Razzak. Minister for Water
enue: BUET. Time: 8.30 am.

Launching programme: The launching ceremony
gy e held. Organiser: Baraka

Panda Garden, Mohakhali. Time: 1.3

Launching ceremony
Kaniz Suborna’s first audio cassette will be held. Or
Kuri. Chief guest: A S M Abdur Rob, Minister for

d. Venue:
pm.

isheries and

Livestock. Venue: Hotel Purbani International. Time: 4.30 pm.

Dry weather to continue

Dry weather will prevail over the country during next 12
hours Lill 6pm today. reports UNB.
Met Office said night temperature mav remain neacly

unchanged over the country during the period!.
The country’s highest temperature yestercdav was recorded at

31.0 degree Celsius at Cox's Bazar and the lowest

Srimongal.

3.2 degrees at

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.10 pm and rises to-

morrow at 6.28 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and huinidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yeslerday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius - percentage
Max Min Morning Evenir_#
Dhaka 294 15.6 64
Chittagong 29.0 16.8 77
Rajshahi 28.6 156.6 72 66
Khulna 29.6 15.6 76 81
Barisal 294 14.8 80 81
Sylhet 29.1 16.4 86 67
Cox's Bazar 31.0 16.8 G8 74

Bangladesh Short

Film Forum
By Staff Correspondent

Aminul Islam and Junaid
Ahmed Halim have been elected
president and general secreta
respectively of the Banglades
Short Film Forum, the only or-
ganisation of short and inde-
pendent filmmakers and ac-
tivists in the country.

Other ofTicials-elected in the
19-megmber executive commit-
telf ﬁhc Foru 5
Shahriar and Pulak Gupta,
vice-presidents. N Rashed
Choudhury, execultive secrelary.
Dewan Shamsur Raqib, finance
secretary. Nurul Alam, publica-
tions secretary. Samir Ahmed,
training and programme secre-
tary. Shahidul Karim Manik.
publicity secretary and Rezib-
un-Nabi. ollice secretary.

Members of the executive
commitiee are: A K M Zakaria.
Mostala Zaman Raihani, Ratan
Kumar Paul, Aka Reza Galib.
Kawsar Ahmed Khan, Syed Im-
ran Hossain Kirmani, Abdus
Sattar Ripon, Zahirul Islam
Kachi and Joyanta Howladar.

The election was held at the
Community Development Li-
brarv in the city on Friday.

Dhaka Club

The annual general meeting
and election of Dhaka Club
Limited was held on Saturday
al the club premises, says a
press release.

Rezaur Rahman. Managing
Director. Bengal Airlift Ltd. was
re-elected unopposed as presi-
dent of the Dhaka Club Limited
for the year 1999-2000.

A 10-member executive
committee was also elected. The
members are: Md. Zafar Osman.
Firoz N Khan, Md. Ayub Ali,
Syed Shahed Reza, A S M
Faruque, Mahmud Koli. Lutfe
Najib Khan (Rumy). Major
Quamrul Abedin (Retd). Kazi
Farugq Kader (Babu) and Niaz
Mahmood Khan (Boby).

CWRY

Speakers at a workshop on
Saturday called for ensuring se-
curity to the garments workers
to develop the sector which is
earning the highest foreign cur-
FENCy. says a press release. -

They also stressed the need
for building up confidence
among the workers to meet the
challenge of the next millen-
nium and globalisation.

The workshop on 'Confi-
dence building activities for the
workers of the garment sector
regarding their status and
security’ was organised by the
Child, Women Relief and You

(CWRY) at its office premises in

the city's Gulshan area.
The workshop. attended by a
group of development workers.,
arments workers, leaders.
awyers and owners of the re-
spective sector, was moderated

by Fahima Nasreen, Project
Director of the CWRY.
Prof Ishrat Shamim of

Sncmlnga Department of the
Dhaka University. Dr Moha-
mmed Akhteruzzaman, head of
the Department of Forensic
Medicine of the Faridpur
Medical College Hospital.
Romesh Chandra. genera
secretary of the Bangladesh
Truck Drivers’ Union spoke on
socio-economic aspects of
arments sector and problems
aced by its workers.

The workshop in its recom-
mendation called upon the gov-
ernmernt to ensure social secu-
rity to the garments workers b
fulfilling their just demands
and basic needs including hu-
man rights for economic eman-
cipation of the country.
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ASA

The 20th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of ASA was held
at the central office auditorium
of the organisation al
Shyamoli in the city on Satur-
day. says a press release.

Talhirunnessa Abdullah,
treasurer of the ASA governing
body:.
A total of 40 representatives in-
cluding 32 representatives from
16 ASA divisions all over the

country and the ASA represen-
tatives pmmwm&m
ing.

Md Shafiqual Haque
Choudhury, managing director
of ASA, presented a report on
the previous activities of the or-

anisation and announced the
uture plan of action. The pro-
osal for disbursing about Tk
000 million to about 1.25
million members under
Poverty Alleviation Pro-
gramme of ASA in 2000, i.e, in
the first year of the next mil-
lennium was accepted by all
present in the meeting. *

Besides, dcecision was taken
to open more 100 new unit of-
[ices in the year 20090 ond a firm
cletermination was expressed
ot to acceptl any grant or do-
nation of any kind from the
cloriors.

Mahila Parishad

Mirpur branch

The Mirpur branch of the
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad in
the city elected a 21-member
new executive committee at the
end of its 4th annual conference
on Saturday, reports BSS.

Nurul Wara Begum and
Kawsar Parveen were eclected
president and general secretary
respectively ol the comrittee.
says a press release.

The conference, held at
Mirpur Section 12. was presided
over by Nurul Wara Begum. A
number of central and city
leaders inclurling Shamse Ara
and Saraban Tahura. Rekha
Das Purakaistha and Suraia
Chaklader were present.

LAND

Dr Qazi Faruque Ahmed,
Chairperson and President.
ADAB on Friday called for
united efforts of all Lo establish
the rights of the landless poor
and involve them to the coun-
try’'s development activities,
says a press release.

‘Development of the country
can not be achieved leaving
aside the largest part of the

pulation. who mes capa-

le lo take part in the country's
development activities.” he szid
while speaking as the chief
guest at the closing session of
the conference of LAND mem-
ber NGOs at Bwanomali Insti-
tute Auditorium in Pabna.

LAND (Land Network for De-
velopment) working with the
landless poor organised a day
long "Staff Conlerence '99 of
Member Organisations” where
more than fifteen hundred offi-
cials from 44 NGOs took part to
build up strong unity and soli-
darity among them and share
working strategy. methodology
and experience. Another objec-
tive ol the conference was to
present Samata's (leading NGO
of the network] concept on land
right movement. democratisa-
tion and gender issues.

Presi over by President of
LAND and Executive Director of
Samata Abdul Kader, the clos-
ing session of the conference
was also addressed by Md.
Shamsul Huda, Director,
ADAB. Md. Afzal Hossain,
ADAB Rajshahi Chapter
Chairman, Md. Barkat Alij
Bakul. Director. Dulai
Janakallyan Sangstha and
Nasiruddin Moinul, Director,
Shromojibi.
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The turbulent days of 71

Rasulpur Killing Field:

witness to Pak atrocities

RASULPUR. Comilla: Dec 5;
Rasulpur. a quiet and slcepy vil-
lage adjacent to the railway
track only 8 kilometres north
ol Comilla town. stands witness
lo the orgy ol killings and ar-
sons commitled by the Sm'n]ge
ithe
turbulent days of the Liberation
War in 1971, reports BSS.

An estimated 200 Bangalees
were gunned down by the Pak
soldiers and dumped in only
knee deep holes at Rasulpur
Killing Field. The people of Ra-
sulpur village had no option but
to silently witness the atrocities
and hideous crimes perpetrated
by the Pak soldiers. Toyeb Ali.
octogenarian Sirajul Islam and
Molizul Islam of the same
village. and many others today
still shudder with the same
shock and disbeliel as they
remember those dreadful days.

Molizul Islam, a da}y;
labourer. is overwhelmed wit
griel and sorrow when he re-
calls the days of his ordeal. He
escaped from the jaws of death
miraculously. Razakars of the
area had caught him and taken
him to a nearby place where the
army had set up camp. A large
number of captives at the camp
were kept locked in a house at
night. During the day. they were
employed to carry boxes of
arms and ammunition to dif-
lerent places.

In the day time. the Pak sol-
ciiers spread out to surrounding
villages and torched houses,

godowns, shops and any other
establishments that came their
way. There was arson and de-
struction all around.*Mofizul
and his co-captives witnessed
the orgy of violence in silence
but dared not protest. They had
more on their mind. They were
not even fed properly after their
hard day's labour, but they still
kept silent for fear of their
lives. '

Finally Mofizul was ordered
to go the killing lield. His heart
sank as he thought that his last
hours had arrived. He saw a
good number of people with
their hands tied when he came
to Rasulpur killing field, Some
were asked to dig holes at the
Killing field which the Pak sol-
diers supervised,

Among the captives were
about two dozen Hindus.
Mofizul knew that these ill
fated persons would be gunned
down soon.

One of the victims was
Samir. He was a Hindu. Mofizul
knew him personally. He fell
on the feet of some of the sol-
diers and claimed to be a Mus-
lim to save his life. He even ut-
tered the Kalima to convince
the soldiers. Repeated pleadings
soltened the heart of a Pathan
soldier at the killing field. He
took pily on Samir and sepa-
rated him [rom the line of peo-
ple who were to be shot. But a
razakar present there came
lorward, He pulled down
Samir's lungi Lo prove that this
was no Musliin boy, A shower of

buiiets took away pbor Sami. s
lifc. He was hit with' bayonct
even alter his death.

Molfizul himsell coiinted his
hours in fervent prayers to Al-
lah for mercy. Nazir, a sepoy of
Lthe then East Pakistan Rifl= ar-
rived. Mofizul knew this non-
Bengali sepoy from when Nazir
was posted at Borojala EPR
Camp. Mofigul pleaded with
him for his life. Nazir spared
him on the condition that he
must not leave the camp.

Mofizul was thus saved and -

he spent his time in captivity
dipl{gin% holes at Rasulpur
killing field for the burial of all
who were shot dead by the bru-
tal Pak soldiers.

One evening Mofizul was
asked to fetch water from a
nearby tubewell. He carried a
few buckets of water from the
tubewell. As the night depend,
Mofizul summoned enough
courage and fled the camp under
cover of darkness. He fled as far
as he could and only returned
home after the war was won.

Although a long time has
elapsed afller independence of
Bangladesh, no initiative has
yet been taken to excavate or
examine the kiiling ficld. No
memorial has been built either
to remember thosec killed here.

Local inhabitants think that
the story of Rasulpur Killing
Field will be lost into oblivion
if no initiative is taken right
now to preserve it for the sake
of correct documentation of our
Liberation War,

LHOKSEUMAWE, Indonesia,
Dec 5: Separrtist rebels and
student leaders in Indonesia's

Testive province .of Aceh today -

warned of more violence after
the start next week of the Mus-
lim fasting month, reports
Reuters.

The warning comes a day af-
ler security forces opened fire
on protesters in Aceh during the
rebel anniversary, wounding at
least 11 people.

"During the fasting month ...
(Acehnese) will receive ex-
traordinary help from God ...
their blood will be boiling. |
think there will be more vio-
lence but I hope it will not be
s0,” student leader Masruhni
told.

He said that during last

ear's fasting month, locals had
idnapll:_:ed security forces in re-

venge for past human rights
abuses there,

The Ramadan fasting month
starts in Indonesia on Decem-

ber 9.

Saturday's shooting marred
an otherwise larﬁel}r peaceful
celebration of the 23rd an-
niversary of the Free Aceh rebel
movement which has wen
growing support {n the
staunchly-Islamic province to

break away from Jakarta rule.
Rebel spokesman Ismail
Syahputra said it was the mili-

tary which would most likely '

try to provoke an upsurge in vi-
olence.

“The Indonesian military
always pushes us and the people
to get violent," he told Reuters
near Lhokseumawe, a rebel
stronghold on the east coast of
Aceh about 1,600 km {1,000
miles) northwest of Jakarta.

"For example, yesterday they
took down our flags and we did
not do anything. m that you
can see they are always trying
to provoke us," he said. |

Analysts say years of often
brutal military rule, coupled
with Jakarta grabbing most of
the province's large resotirce-
based wealth, has bolstered
support for the rebels.

ut. Aceh police chief
Brigadier-General Bahrumsyah
Kasman played down the
chance of more violence, saying
the worst was now over.

"Yesterday, the day passed
relatively peacefully ... and |
can say Lhat we passed the cli-
max because before everyone
was talking about mass unrest
or even war but that didn't hap-
pen.” Kasman told Reuters gy

telephone.

Kasman admitted that secu-
rity forces had opened fire at
prolesters in the town of ‘Sigli
and nearby Pidie. but only after
they heard shots coming from
the crowd of protesters.

Today, the situation
throughout Aceh appeared quiet
with no reports of new violence.

Overnight, six coffee shops
in Lhokseumawe were torched,
but there were no casualties,
residences said.

Illegal separatists flags.
hoisted by the thousand on Sat-
urday. had gone from major
towns by today. -

About the only flag seen by
traveling reporters was dra
around a monkey onutside a
Lhokseumawr police station.

But the major highways were
still painted with the word "ref-
erendum,” which growing num-
bers of Acehnese are demanding
so that they can choose whether
to set up an indeperident state.

The government says they
can have a referendura on the
introduction of [slamic law but
has ruled out independence,
something many fear would
trigger the disintegration of In-
donesia.

More funds needed to eradicate
polio by 2000

GENEVA, Dec 5: The interna-
tional effort to eradicate po-
liomyelitis by late 2000 could
fall short due to a lack of funds
for aé:guirinﬁ the vaccines still
needed by a handful of countries
in South Asia and sub-Saharan
Alrica. reports IPS.

In an urgent call to donor
countries, the directors of the
World Health Organisation
(WHO), Gro Harlem Brundtland.
and United Nations children's
lund (UNICEF). Carol Bellamy.
called for additional funds for
the purchase of some 700 mil-
lion doses.

Brundtland and Bellamy:.
with the backing of former Ro-
tary International director
Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar, is-
sued their call on Friday. World
Disability Day.

The shortage of vaccines is
due to the speed with which
some countries have carried out
pass lor eradicating the disease,
they said. In massive cam-
paigns last year, 450 million
children were vaccinated. India
doubled its efforts, immunising
more than 130 million children
under five.

‘On this World Disability
Day we urge donors to invest in
the Polio Eradication Initiative
which will bring annual saving
of 1.5 billion dollars to tackle
other disabilities,” said Brundt-
land.

The international commu-
nity has already saved some
two billion dollars a year in
immunisation costs due fo
eradication of smallpox. a vic-
tory for preventive medicine
which the offensive against po-
lio is seeking to emulate.

The last-ditch efforts to
eliminate polio will focus on
some 50 countries, although 10
countries account for the lion's

| share of cases that have sur-

vived the lnﬁrnatinna] cam-

ai nst the disease.
- %ll-lagmdiﬁdcs them into "co-
untries at war" like Afghanis-
tan. Angola, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Somalia and
Sudan. and "reservoirs where
transmission is particularly
intense.” such as Bangladesh,
Ethiopia. India. Nigeria and
Pakistan.

Brundtland said "we have a
window of opportunity to eradi-
cate polio forever. We are seiz-
ing that opportunity and accel-
erating the campaign in the

Clinton’s singer
brother performs
at inter-Korean

COncert

SEOUL, Dec 5 : The singer
brother of US President Bill
Clinton and his rock-jazz band
performed today at a rare pop
concert held in Communist
North Korea by entertainers
from the two Koreas, organisers
said.

"The 90-minute concert in-
volved some 40 South and
North Korean entertainers as
well as Roger Clinton.,” a Seoul
Broadcasting System (SBS) of-
ficial told P.

South Korean entertainers
brought by SBS to the landmark
pop concert in Pyongyang
included two young groups spe-

cialising in modern US dance
music. Details on the concert
were not given.

Roger Clinton enjoyed a con-
cert staged by North Korea's
state symphony orchestra on
Friday. one day after their ar-
rival, according to North Kore-
a's state media monitored in
Seoul.

next 12 months, to deliver a po-
lio-free world to the children of
the 21st century.”

A WHO report cited some
5.000 new cases of polio re-
ported worldwide in 1998. But
the global health institution
estimated the real total at five
or ten times the number of re-
ported cases in some countries.

Polio was endemic in the
five continents until 1988, but
has now been rglegated to a
handful of countries in South
Asia and sub-Saharan Africa.
In 10 years. the number of re-

ported cases was slashed 85 per
cent.

The American continent was
declared polio-free in 1994, The
illness then disappeared from
the western Pacific, including
China. and from Europe, with
the exception of Turkey.

The, aim of the international
campaign is to totally eradicate
polio by the end of next year,
and obtain official certification
by 2005.

Bellamy defined the effort as
‘the last big push against polio.
We are on the verge of consign-
ing to history a disease which
has terrified communities and
devastated countless lives.”

"Donors have an opportu-
nity now, at modest cost, to
honour our global commitment
and complete one of the major
medical miracles of our time —
the eradication of a terrible
disabling disease," she added.

Participating in the cam-

aign are the US Centres for
Biscasc Prevention and Con-
trol, the UN Foundation, the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, the World Bank and the
governments of Australia, Bel-

um, Canada. Denmark, Fin-
and, Germany, Great Britain,
Italy, Japan and the United
States.

Aceh rebels warn of more violence|

Wabhid to ask 3
ministers to resign
or face trial

JAKARTA. Dec 5 : Indone-
sian President Abdurrahiman
Wahid said he would ask three
ministers suspected of in-
volvement in corruption to re-
sign or face trial, reports said
loday, says AFP.

"As soon as 1 get the informa-
tion from Marzuki {(Darusman).
the attorney general. | will
summeon them (and ask them):
‘Will you resign or not? | have
the evidence.”” Wahid was
quoted by the Media Indonesia
NEwspaper as saying.

The president said the three,
whom he did not name. should
quil if they did not wish to be
brought to (rial.

“It's easy lo [ind an excuse
(for resigning).” he said.

Wahid had earlier said three
ministers were heing investi-

gated over their alleged in-
volvement in corruptior:.

On November 26 Wahid an-
nounced the resignation of
Minister for People's Welfare
[lTamzah Haz amid allegations
he was involved in a ICE billion

rupiah (1.8 million dollars) l

corruption scandal.

Bul the president denied the
move was relaled to the accusa-
tions of corruption against Haz.
saying he had resigned to devote
hirmself to being the chairman

ol his United Development
Party.

Postponed

The prize distribution cere-
mony of Red Crescent Lottery
‘99, scheduled for tomorrow,
has been postponed due to un-
avoidable circumstances. re-
ports UNB.

A fresh timetable will be an-
nounced later on, a Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society press re-
lease said.

Pakistan prepares
to safeguard
N-installations

against Y2K bug

ISLAMABAD, Dec 5 : Pak-
Istan has taken necessary steps
to safeguard its nuclear and
strategic installations against
the Y2K computer bug, an offi-
cial report said today, says
AFP.

Pakistani authorities re-
sponsible for its nuclear facili-
ties are "cognisant of the Y2K
problem." a foreign office
spokesman quoted by the state-
run APP news agency said.

"Consequently, requisite
steps have already been taken
to safeguard our strategic forces
and nuclear
Against any occurrences wiich
may be caused by Y2K bffak-
downs,” he said. -

The Y2K computer problem.
or millennium, bug, stems from
a proegramming short cut,
vhich means some computers,

may interpret the year 2000 as
1‘){% i 4

Pakistan became the newest
member of nuclear states when
it carried out a series of tests in
May last yecar in response to
nuclcar detonations by rival
neighbour India.

The country also has a nu-
clear power station at Karachi,
producing 137 megawatts of
eler:lricci]g' while a Chinese-
aided 300-megawatt power pro-
Jject is to be commissioned soon
at Chashma in central Punjab
province.

‘Thais celebrate
king's 72nd
birthday

BANGKOK, Dec 5 : Thailand
today celebrated the auspicious
72nd birthday of King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej. the world's
longest serving monarch, re-
ports AFP. :

Surrounded by members of

his family, the king addressed a

gathering of politicians. mili-
tary leaders judges and diplo-
mats, calllng on Thais to pre:
serve community links in a
rapidly changing world.

* "All together, today makes "
me think of one virtue -- friend-
ship -- which unites the coun-
try.” he said from the balcony of
a palace in céntral Bangkok.

‘I you all have this virtue we
can be conflident that v will

reserve our nation,” said the
ing, who was garbed in a long
golden coat.

Crown Prince Maha Vajira-
longkorn. the king's heir.
praised his father as the "centre
of the nation who always works
to bring happiness.”

The royal audience was the
culmination of a year of special
cvents to mark the birthday
which Thais view as auspicious.
as the king is entering the sev-
enth 12 year cycle of life.

King Bhurnibol has been on
the throne for 53 years and has
shepherded the country throu
sucessive eras of political and
economic volatility,

Guard dies as
Lanka train
fails brake

COLOMBO, Dec 5 : Attemnpts
to derail a runaway cargo train
in central Sri Lanka resulted in
the death of the locomotive's
head-guard., while 40 com-
muters in another train esca
with minor injuries, officials
here sald, reports AFP,

Brakes failed in the cargo
train headed towards the capi-
tal Colombo from the moun-
tainous Kandy region forcing
the authorities to derail il to
prevent tragedy, oflicials said.

"However. the attempt was
not a total success and the en-
gine with some compartments
speeded down hill and ploughed
into another commuter train
injuring about 40 people.” a
railway spokesman said.

He said the head guard of the
gnnda train died when his
rake-wagon crashed against a
hill side after heing derailed.

installations .
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Assassination feérs grip
Lanka ahead of polls

COLOMBO, Dec 5 : Sri Lanka
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga and her main rivals
are on a Tamil Tiger hit-list
drawn up ahead of this month's
presidential elections, press re-
ports and officials said here to-
day. reports AFP.

The rebel Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), notori-
ous for a string of deadly suicide
bombings. is plotting to kill
President Kumaratunga and her
arch rival Ranil Wick-
remesinghe and their key aides.
the Sunday Times said.

"Defence authorities have
credible evidence that the LTTE
leadership has detailed death
squads for political assassina-
tions,” the Sunday Times said.

“Some are said to have infil-
trated the city with unidentified
newer weapons to ensure their
missions do not fail.”

The newspaper said several
other key leaders of Ku-
maratunga’s People's Alliance
(PA) party as well as Wick-
remcsh;jghe's opposition United
National Party (UNP) were high
on a hit-list of the LTTE.

Police officials here con-
firmed security had been
stepped up for President Ku-
maratunga and Wick-
remesinghe ahead of the De-
cember 21 presidential election
amid fears of violence.

"The opposition leader is
also assigned more personnel
for his security in view of these
reports.” a police official here
said adding that local police
were being deployed to protect
campaign meetings.

€ state-run Sunday Ob-
server said the LTTE may
switch from using suicide
bombers to planting explosives
al strategic places to target elec-
tion meetings.

“The L has brought ex-
plosives experts with special
terrorist training from the West
to execute the deadly task dur-
ing the election campaign,” the
Sunday Observer said.,

rolice said they made more
than a dozen arrests following
an aborted rebel bid to blast two
electricity transformers in the
capital last month to coincide
with a guerrilla remembrance
week.

Moderate Tamil legislator
Neelan Thiruchelvam was as-
sassinated here in the capital
Colombo on July 29 by a sus-

ted suicide bomber of the
TTE's elite Black Tiger unit.

Since a Tiger rebel known as
Captain Miller drove an explo-

sives-laden truck into an army
camp and killed nearly 40
troopers on July 5, 1987, the list
of LTTE suicide attacks has
grown steadily.

More and more high profile
victims have been claimed by
Black Tigers.

For Tiger supremo Velupillai
Prabhakaran, the suicide
cadres are a valuable shield.

"‘Black Tigers are the self
protective armour of our race.”
Prabhakaran said in a message
to mark a previous anniversary
of their first suicide attack
"They are the men of flame who
can destroy the enemy’s armed

strength by their brain
strength.”
Military commanders say

most of the major attacks
against army bases in the is-
land's northeast are led by
waves of suicide cadres. The
Tigers claimed their biggest
success by overrunning 10 mili-
tary bases last month in an op-
eration code-named ‘unceasing
waves [11".

Sections of a highway near
President Kumaratunga's
tightly-guarded Temple Trees
home are sealed off to traffic to
prevent a drive-by vehicle bomb
attack.

The cult of suicide s held in
high veneration within the
L ., and members of the or-
ganisation boast it is a privilege
to be chosen to undertake a sui-
cide mission.

Iraq warns France of high
price to pay for UN vote

BAGHDAD, Dec 5 : An offi-
cial Iragi newspaper warned
France today of a high price to
pay if it sides with the United
States in a UN Security Council
vote linking a suspension of
sanctions to a new disarma-
ment regime, rpports AFP,

Such a vote would be "the last
straw for Iraqi-French rela-
tions.” said Babel, a dally run
Efr President Saddam Hue<rin's

der son. Uday.

As a result it would be "only
logical for the French (oil) com-
panies Ell and Total to close
their offices in Baghdad and
lose the immense concessions

'which H’Ic_?' have won but not yet -

exploited.”

“The numerous advantages
which French companies Enfuy
on the Iraqi market could also
be halted.” Babel said. protest-
ing that Iragis had "suffered a
lot because of the position
adopted by the French govern-
ment."

Iraq has rejected in advance
a British draft resolution at the
Security Council that makes a
suspension of sanctions condi-
tional on Iraql cooperation
with a new arms control panel.

US State Department
spokesman James Rubin said

Slfl.lfdﬂ}’ that a vote on the res-
w:;rn could come “"very, very

The Security Council has
been divided on Iraq policy
since an air war waged in [~
cember 1998 by the Unit:
States and Britain, whii b !
take a hard line again
sanctions.

But a seni~- US official at the
United Natious said Friday that
the resolution would finally be
voted on within the next week.

The United States backs the
British draft. while France has
not announced its position but

yed a role in enhancing a UN

umanitarian programme un-
der the resolution.

After having accused Paris at
length over several days of
abandoning its circle of
‘friends”. Baghdad is counting
on Moscow, which has multi-
billion dollar interests tied up
in Iraq. to block the resolution.

Sanctions have been in force
since Iraq's 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. Baghdad insists its
weapons of mass destruction
have been eliminated and that
the time has come for a full and
unconditional lifting of sanec-
tions.

‘Election a wake-up call for
Malaysia's ruling party’

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 5 : The
loss of support for Malaysia's
ruling party in general elec-
tions was a "wake-up call” for it
‘to change its attitude, a minis-
ter saild In remarks published
today, reports AFP,

- Education Minister Najib
Tun Razak told the Malay-lan-
uage Utusan Mingguan that

onday's polls “showed an ero-
sion ol Malay support” for the
United Malays National Organ-
isation (UMNO) in nearly all
areas.

"The results of the general
election is shocking. but it is an
appropriate wake-up call (for
the party).” he said.

The National Frcnt won 148
out of 193 parliamentary seats
but its percentage of the vote fell
to 56.5 percent from 65 percent
previously.

UMNO, the backbone of the
coalition, won 72 seats com-
pared to 83 in 1995 polls, while
its seats in 11 stale assemblies
shrank to 175 from 23].

Most of the losses were at the
hands of the Parti Islam Se-
Malaysia (PAS), which retained
the northeastern state of Kelan-
tan it has ruled since 1990 as
we.l as capturing neighbouring

u

T:rmggi?n h
Najib, who is one of UMNO's
three vice-presidents. said there

had been early signs of weak-
nesses after PAS won Kelantan
in 1990.

"Unfortunately, we failed to

take any action because of this
image and aura that UMNO and
the National Front is invinci-
ble, that it cannot be defeated.
that it is a strong party that will
alwg%r_ali]uﬂn." he said.

al image |s stuck in cur
minds and we believed it. We
must change this attitude and
culture in UMNO. We must re-
alise that it is not impossible
for UMNO to he defeated.”

Although many Malays
opted for the opposition, Najib
said it was "not a vote for PAS
but a vote of Malay protest
against UMNO."

But he said UMNO would not
go the way of PAS which aims
to make Malaysia an Islamic
state, adding that the rulin
geart}r's “basig(}mnclplcs" woul

maintained.

Najib. who himself barely
scra home in his seat, said
there was a need to reach out to
the grassroots, and instill new
programs to woo the younger
generation and intcllectuals to
the party.

Finance Minister Daim
Zainuddin was reported as
saying in the Sunday Star that
UMNO would not resort to Is-
lamic issues to win back Malay
votes.

"There is no need to change
things but we are carrying ouf a
post-mortem to determine why
some of the election results
went against us,” said Daim,
who is UMNO treasurer.

UNSC resolution on Iraq
‘stillborn’: Moscow

MOSCOW. Dec 5 : Russia on
Saturday described as “still-
born” the UN Security Council
resolution extending the Iraqi
"oil for food" programme by one
week, reports AFP.

A foreign ministry comniu-
nique stated: "The adoption of

" this American draft ... does not

correspond to the reality of the
painful humanitarian situa-
tion in Jraq. This resolution
turhs out Lo be practically still-

b born."

Eleven of the 15 Council
members voted on Friday for
the US-sponsored Resolution
1280, which extended the pro-
gramme to December 11, in-
stead of the normal six months.

But Russia, China and

Malavsia abstained and France
refused to take part in the vote,
expressing ils dissatisfaction.

The oil-for-food accord al-
lows Baghdad, which has been
under sanctions since its 1990
invasion ol Kuwait, to export
limited quantities of oil in or-
der o buy necessities under UN
supervision.

In Washington. State De-
partment spokesman James
Rubin said a Security Council
vote on a resolution regardin
sanctions against Iraq coul
come “very. very soon."

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and Russian Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov had "%ood
and constructive" discussions
Friday. Rubin said.



