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Zealotry on the Highway

HIS is lawlessness, crude and raw, riding the

crest of religious passion steeped in
intolerance for which Islam has no place
whatsoever. Either this is nipped in the bud or we
open the flood-gate of fanatical fights between
keepers of religious followers. On Friday last, the
followers of Charmonai peer falling over those of
Dewanbagh peer to prevent the latter from
+ attending a scheduled religious meeting of theirs.
violent clashes took place between the two sides.
| The police were drawn into the vortex. Resultantly,
two persons got killed in nervous police firing; 200
were injured; well over a hundred vehicles were
torched and damaged, traffic along Dhaka-
Narayanganj road intersection of Dhaka-
Chittagong highway was disrupted throughout the
day; and Narayanganj remained tense from the
clannish battles.

Handling anything with religious connotation
softly — the Brahmanbaria episode of a fanatical
swoop over NGOs being a case in point — has been
the bane of law enforcement in an area where the
line between indulgence and open invitation to
trouble is wafer thin. The chronology of incidents
leading up to the disturbances in Narayanganj is
clearly indicative of a prior notice being available
to the local administration or, for that matter, the
home ministry, to pre-empt the eruption.

On November 13 when both sides had convened a
rally at the same venue, Section 144 had to be
clamped to maintain public order. In less than two
weeks' time clashes occurred between the two
groups of peer loyalists resulting in a death with an
apprelrension that the backlash could be wider.
The DC holding a meeting of the local law and or-
der committee, representatives of both peers at-
tended it. They struck a deal to let Dewanbagh peer
hold his rally at the appointed place and time to
avert a clash. Subsequently, the Charmonai peer’s
representatives and supporters at an Adamjeena-
gar meeting decided to foil the Dewanbagh peer's
rally by appearing in large numbers on the Dhaka-
Narayanganj Road to block their passage. The in-
telligence people came to know of their plans and
the Superintendent of Police in actual fact wrote to
the Home Ministry seeking some pre-emptive BDR
deployment on Thursday. BDR and the armed po-
lice eventually came '‘but came too late’, only after
the incidents had taken place on Friday.

Crucial hours were lost through lack of coordi-
nation much the same way that we had done before
in some similarly sensitive situations. It is our re-
fusal to learn from test-cases that give the mis-
chievous elements an upperhand.

A Tribute to Dadabhai

O sooner had we overcome the grief of losing

Begum Sufia Kamal and National Professor
Abdur Razzaq than the nation again plunged into
grief. The sudden demise of the most popular and
experienced children's organiser of the sub-conti-
nent, Rokonuzzaman Khan, popularly known and
revered as Dadabhai (Grandfather) has cast a
heavy pall of gloom. A tireless worker for the cause
of children since his younger days, it was only be-
fitting that Dadabhai should die in harness. On
Friday morning he opened a children's painting
corhpetition at the National Museum premises or-
ganised on the occasion of the birth anniversary of
late legendary painter Qamrul Hasan.

Even at 75 Dadabhai was fit as a fiddle and was a
great believer in self-help attitude. One of the pio-
neers of Muslim journalism in Bengal Rokonuz-
zaman Khan had an illustrious career as a journal-
ist and writer of children's literature.

After the partition of India in 1947, Mukul Fouj,
the juvenile organisation, set uvp by Mchammad
Modabber and Qamrul Hasan through the pages of
the Daily Azad started losing its charm and popu-
larity. Dadabhai with his great farsight organised
the Kachi-Kanchar Mela through the pages of the
Ittefaq in 1956. Today Kachi Kanchar Mela is the
largest children's organisation in the country.

He was a simple, honest and hardworking per-
son dedicating his whole life to the welfare of the
children and adolescents of Bangladesh. The coun-
try has lost a great visionary and the Kachi Kan-
char Mela its founder.

He can never be replaced.

Keep Shahjalal University
Trouble-free

T HE three-hour siege to Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology on December 3, laid by
an All-Party Action Committee protesting a
syndicate decision to name different halls and
buildings on the campus after ‘some disputed
rsons, appears to have been a prelude to further
are-ups. In fact, the committee has already
outlined an intense agitation programme
Including a hartal in Sylhet today to force a
reversal of the syndicate decision. What's more,
they have threatened to go for an indefinite strike
if their demands are not met by December 6. At the
other end, there is a group in favour of the
syndicate decision and hell-bent on resisting the
activities of the ‘fundamentalists’ and ‘anti-
liberation forces'. On the whole, yet another
closure of the university looks highly likely. The
situation unmistakably smacks of transference of
national politics on to the campus and is,
therefore, deplorable.

Regardless of whether the decision is controvert-
ible or not, that the syndicate is empowered to take
such decisions is indisputable. Any attempt that
challenges its authority is simply unacceptable.
More so. when such an attempt aims at disru ting
academic activities. The All-Party Action Com-
mittee is certainly at fault in pursuing a violent
| path to articulate its demand. If it felt so very

strongly about the issue, it could surely have ap-
ﬁrua:_: ed the authorities and laid out its objec-

ons.

Desérite growing concern over politicisation of
our educational institutions, and amidst increas-

ARTAL, meaning
shutdown, is originally
a Guzrati word. India's
foundin, father Mohondas
Karamchand Gandhi, who
hailed from Guzrat, picked up
the word from his mother-
tongue and made wide applica-
tion of it in the non-violent,
non-cooperation and civil dis-
obedience movement waged by
him against the British colo-
nial overlords in the then In-

But the word Hartal is no
longer used in Gandhi's India.
In its place the Hindi word
'bandh’ is now generally used.
In India 'bandh’ is also used in
extreme Eaﬁlﬁl of vnicéﬂg
protests and that too on i
All-India basis br:ﬁidh 1'{‘
unheard of after the British left
the country. In Pakistan too
countrywide hartal is now a
rarity and when enforced it is
usually urban-based, mostly in
the ethnic strife-torn city of
Karachi.

In erstwhile East Pakistan,
now Bangladesh, hartals were
initially referred to as general
strike and were mostly resorted
to by the students during the
historic Language Movement
and was used to be confined
within the precincts of the edu-
cational institutions. The first
successful popular general
strike thrugghuut the province
was enforced spontaneously in
the aftermath of the gunning
down of the students demand-
ing the establishment of
Bangla as one of the state lan-
guages of Pakistan.

In 1956 a series of general
strikes were observed centering
the food crisis which brought
down the coalition government
of Abu Hossain Sarkar and in-
ducted in its place the Awami
League coalition government
with Ataur Rahman Khan as
the Chief Minister. In 1962 the

H

. students became virulent and

restive against the Hamoodur
Rahman Education Commis-
sion Report and a province wide
agitation ensued subsequently
turning into anti-Ayub anti-
Martial Law protest. Strikes
were enforced in the educa-
tional institutions and finally
the Report had to be shelved for
quelling the agitating students.

Within a lapse of less than
four years when Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, the then chief of
the Awami League was arrested
for giving his 6-point autonomy
programme, general strike was
observed on June 7, 1966 with a
toll of several lives in police
brutality. The infamous Agar-
tala Conspiracy Case sparked

off mass upsurge in 1969 in the
form of strikes, demonstra-
tions and widespread violence.
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani
2arned the nick-name of the
fire-eating Moulana for givin

the call of 'Ghreao' [seize] an

‘Jalao' (burn). This added new
diimension lo the ‘oust-Ayub’
movement. lmposition ol cur-
few and deployment of paramril-
itary forces proved to be futile
in the face of widesprcad mass
discontent in the wake of which

Ayub Khan's decade-long auto-
cratic rule was demolished and
triturated. For the first time
general strike cr hartal proved
to be an effective weapon.

On March 1, 1971 when the
ruling junta in Islamabad
started playing foul with the
massive mandate of the people
of the then East Pakistan in the
first and last general elections
of united Pakistan, there was
again a series of general
strikes. In an unprecedented
move an all-encompassin
non-cooperation movemen
swept the province and the Pak-
istani administration totally
collapsed. The movement had
its culmination in the War of
Liberation. During the era of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman there
were feeble attempts to enforce
strikes by the opposition par-
ties, notably first by Moulana
Bhasani and then by the newly
emergent JSD. The Sarbahara
Party of Late Siraj Sikdar who
operated from underground,
once tried to enforce a strike on
the movement of boats and
other river craft in southern
Bangladesh. But these attempts
larg:lhy roved abortive as
Sheik ujib would not allow
such militant opposition pro-
grammes. He resorted to drac~-
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proionged nartais
marathon hartals
beyend seventytwo hours at a
stretch.
Ershad's
contemptuously c
tals as '‘Bho
ing the peop

lackeys used to

s' meaning

blasts. From this time the op-

position parties started taking
violent means to

somewhat

counter Ershad’'s repression.
The autocrat used his propa-

gyanda machine against hartals
auditjn%ythe loss supposedly

sustained the nation in one

day's hartal which at that time

was given as one hundred fifty
million taka. Sheikh Hasina is
coincidentally using Ershad' s
mode of gmpa anda against
hartal and the loss being in-
curred by the nation as did Be-
gum when she was heading the
overnment. Sheikh Hasina's

inance Minister has recently
accounted that one day's hartal

now cost the nation a loss of

about four hundred million
taka (the jump in the figure is
probably due to devaluation of
taka during all these years).
From the toppling of Gen-
eral Ershad and m Khaleda
Zia opposition political parties
appear to have come to this

and
extending

these har-
fore-
le to remain indoor
out of fear of bomb and cracker

crackers, crude bombs and
other incendiary devices. Every
hartal has its toll — death, in-
jury. smashing and gutting of
cars and state properties etc.
Hartal now ap?cars to have be-
come a part of the people's life
and they are becoming used to it
as with recurrent natural
calamities. According to
economists hartal does not
much affect the nonformal sec-
tors like agriculture. Even for-
mal sectors have also tuned
their mode of operation to
hartals by making special ar-
rangements so that normal
work is not hampered. But har-
tal has its telling effect on the
students and on the flow of
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
as well as transportation and
foreign trade. Shopkeepers in-
cur losses for being forced to
keep down shutfers of their es-
tablishments. And those who
are required to move outside
remain wunder constant threat
for their safety and security.
During hartals the innocent
people who have nothing to do
with politics are usually found
to become the victims.

The issue of hartal was also
raised in the higher courts of
the country where pro-hartal
and anti-hartal elements

How Fair is Hartal?

By calling hartals the oppo-
sition parties are violating citi-
zens' fundamental rights as en-
shrined in the country's consti-
tution while the government is
infringing upon the opposi-
tion's right to take out proces-
sions and hold meetings
through the use of police and
%nqna against such attempts.

aking out anti-hartal proces-
sions and to counter the pro-
hartal elements by what is
termed as remaining in the
streets are equally provocative
acts. Firing on public represen-
tatives and former ministers
cannot be condoned, so also
brandishing of arms under al-
leged police protection. The op-
position claims that it is forced
to go for hartals because of gov-
ernment repression on them
and for not allowing them to
speak for their electorates in
Parliament. Mud-slinging and
character assassination re-
sorted to by the top brasses of
the ruling party against the op-
position leaders inside parlia-
ment have, time and again, as-
tounded the nation.

Opposition allegations of
wrong doing by the ruling pacr:r
are not entirely unfounded.
BNP leader Dr, Moin Khan once
told BBC that the one after an-
other charges had been framed

The people, by and large, have noto « :;mpi’y reu!is;d that the politics nf. hcrtal is nothing bui the
pIu:y of the power mongers in whose hands thcy have become helpless hostages and both the
ruling party and the parties in opposition are to be equally blamed for the current political

stand-off. Democracy entails discipline,

tolerance, transperancy and accountability

nian measures to stifle ail
voices of dissent. So there was
virtually no hartal when Mujib
had his sway.

Hartal staged a come back
during the later part of General
Ziaur Rahman's administra-
tion. He proved to be canny in
dealing with such hartal pro-
g}:;gmmes and would deftly use
the electronic media, radio and
television, in publicising and
displaying in detail the de-
struction wrought to the state
properties by pro-hartal ele-
ments as well as the projection
of the supposed non-acceptance
of politics of hartals by the
masses. Another methody used
by him was the issue of regular

ress notes and hand-outs by
is Home Mimistry and the
Press Information. Department
(PID) giving the government
versions of clashes that used to
take place between the police
and the picketers during hartal
hours. Ziaur Ra n's modali-
ties in dealing with hartals are
still being assiduously prac-
ticed by the present government
as was done by its predeces-
SOrs. |
The culture of hartals be-
came nreponderant during Gen-
eral Frshad's nine-year long
autocratic rule, The two al-
liances, Jed respectively by the
Awami League anid the BNP., re-
sorted to frequent hattals in
their protracted movement for
the nuster of Ershad. The people
then first witnesced what is
called azy and nig it hartals,

conclusion that the only course

of unseating a government is
the enforcement of successive

- and frequent hartals. A confu-

sion is seemingly prevailing
about the denotation and con-

notation of hartals under
colonial or autocratic rule and
opularly

hartals wunder a
elected government. Under au-

tocracy normal avenues for

voicing protests remain sealed.
Hence street politics was the
only alternative open to the

people and the
snrﬁng to frequent hartals

when people do possess their
franchise to vote a government

out of power if they are not sat-
isfled with its balancesheet,

simply means going against the
very spirit and the basic norm
of democracy. Though autoc-
racy was ousted in December
1990, democratic culture is yet
to take roots amo
cos. Their mindset has not un-
dergone necessary transforma-
tion with the passage of time.
The BNP still aptpears io be-
lieve in 'Politics of Hartals' and
ousting the government
through mass upsurge and not
through popular mandate as
the Awami League did while in

the opposition. When the BNP"

was in power Lhe Al leadership
enforced hartals for a period of
173 days and now il seems to be
the BNP's turn to set a new
record. »

. The hartal industry is boom-
ing and burgeoning with the
mass production of cocktails,

politicos. But re-

the politi- .

pleaded their respective cases
with arguments. Chamber bod-
ies took initiative to mediate
between the feuding political
parties. But all these proved
abortive. Hartal continues un-

abated despite Prime Minister's

avowed declaration that her
party would not resort to hartal
in future if it is voted out of
power. The response she ex-

from the opposition was
palpably lar.:klnﬁ ere is also
no direct mention of hartal in

‘the country's Constitution. Ar-

ticle 21 of the Constiti*ion.
however, states "(1) It is the
duty of every citizen to observe
the Constitution and the laws,
lo maintain discipline, to per-
form public duties and to pro-
tect public property.” Article 31
clearly stipulates, inter alia.
that " no action detrimental to
the life, liberty. body, reputa-
tion or property of any person
shall be taken except in accor-
dance with Law.” Article 36
provides for free movement of
every person throughout
Bangladesh. while Article 37
bestows the right to assemble
and to parti H:nate in public
meelings an processions

against most of the party lead-
ers and activists for harassing
them. There is a record number
of over one hundred police cases
against a pro-BNP student
leader. The recently held by-
poll in Tangail has further
substantiated the opposition
claim that no election under

this anﬂrnmcnl will be free-

and fair. Restructuring of the
election commission and re-
casting of the prevailing elec-
toral system have lorng been
demanded by the people for
strengthening and institution-
alising democracy. Some ob-
servers are of the opinion that
endemic corruption and two
weekly holidays are causing
more losses to the economy
than hartals enforced by the
opposition.

There have been many sug-

gestions in the past for doing
away with the culture and poli-

tics of hartals. One sugg
was to shorten the tenure of the
government and to hold elec-
tions after every two years. This
does not seem to be plausible
and realistic because of huge
expenditure and massive exer-

estian

peacefull‘% and without arms.
gives the right to
lawful trade or
business. If these constitutional
provisions are dispassionately

‘Ariicle
conduct any

analysed it will be found that
both the government and the
opposition
flealing wit
cnforcement of hartals.

. fice of the

arties are wrong in
as well as in the

cise involved in such a process

on a regular footing. Another
suggestion was Lo rotate the of-
rime Minister be-
tween the chiefs of the two ma-
jor parties on two-and-a-half
yearly basis. Prof Younus of the
Grameen Bank <alled for rotat-
ing the terms — one termn for the
AL and another term for the

BNP. Such irdeas are simpl

utopian and will not be in ac-
cordance with th- wishes of the
people. Chamber bodies sug-
gested open debate over radio
and television hetween the two
major political figures to avoid
confrontational attitude. But in
that case the very first pre-con-
dition will be tn» decontrol the
electronic media and make
them completely free and non-
partisan .

Others are calling for na-
tional consensus on the issue of
effectively comba the men-
ace of hartal and fin out alter-

native p mes for voicing
protests. Ihere is, however. no
spclllnﬁ out of the modus
operandi of bringing about

such a broadbased consensus.
The people, by and largc.
have now amply realised that
the politics of hartal is nothing
but the play of the power mon-
al‘;s in whose bands thcy have
ome helpless hostages and
both the ruling party and the
parties in opposition are to be
equally blamed for the current
political stand-off. Demeccracy
sntails discipline, tolerance.
vsansperancy and accountabil-
:ity. Not to speak of western
democracies, cven in East Asia
no such thing as hartal could be
found. Uninterrupted political
stability has contributed to
economic affluence in Singa-
pore and China. Only itical
democracy is not enough. Eco-
nomic democracy will have to

- be ensured alongside political

democracy. .

Our constitution has pleaded
for both type of democracies.
This calls for lnclngl eco-
nomics above politics. It will
neither be an euphoria neor a
hyperbole to suggest that it is
now time for the people to put

up resistance inst the play of
the politica parties. To
achieve this the professional
bodies, the NGOs, the indepen-

dent media and the conscious
segment of the society should go
for a strong social movement
and bring about appropriate
pressure on the leaders to go for
accommodation rather than
acrimony, consensus instead of
conflict, harmony instead of
hatred, politics and not
polemics and dialogue instead

of duels. To top it all, the le

should be made to realise that
the country belongs to them

and not to a handful of errant

litical leaders or parties.

nce the le are made con-
scious and loopholes for co-
ercing the electorate either

through muscle-flexing or |
through black me sealed off
politics of hartals which is the
manifestalion of the intense
and rabid craze for power is
bound to meet its natural death
as in other countries. It will no
doubt be a Herculean task. But
atleast a beginning should be
:made-rather than remaining as
silent spectators.

The Writer, a SAARC Gold

‘Medalist. is a former Research

Felloww of the Institute of South
Fast Asian Studies, Singapcre
and the Commonwealth Foun-
dation for Broadcastinn Devel-
opment.

OPINION

Through the columns of your
Datily. | wish to congratulate the
President in trying to facilitate
the decision-making process of
the Chief Election Commis-
sloner (CEC) in respect of the
Tangail-8 by-elections. This
election process has been a total
sham. It is a serious matter that
this had to happen. In any other
civilised country some heads
would have rolled and the seif
conscious elected representa-
tives and election officials
would have been forced to re-
sign.

To make matters a little
easier, it's time that the CEC
should honourably resign. Un-
fortunately, he has lost all cred-
ibility. Resignation of the CEC
would pave the way for a dia-
logue between the ruling party
and the combined opposition.
The CEC, in the greater na-
tional interest should resign on
condition that the two warring
factions would sign an MOU
and a fresh date for general
elections be announced by the
ruling party. The new CEC must

a person of impeccable char-
acter and ability and totally
non-controversial. A serving
Judge of the Supreme Court
should be the natural choice.

A law on the total ban on
hartal should be enacted with-
out delay with all parties agree-
ing to a constitutional amend-
ment in this regard. This coun-
try does not belong to the two or

f Q#Fir
gf:grlgfiﬂuﬁg:le sgrt%r?utﬂg%n es

should agree to have a Referen-
dum on this vital issue of har-

" tals which is bleeding the na-

lion white, The nation would
soon be interested to know un-
der whose authority are these
hartals called. The ple have
not bestowed on the political
parties this right of destruction
through hartals. The parties in
question should wake up and
see what is going around them
in the other countries of this
region. There has been very
swift changes in the govern-
ments both in its form, charac-
ter and compeosition. The mind-
set of people change very fast. A
new can be swept to power
and the older ones can go into
oblivion. The Pundits and Gu-
rus of the political parties are
fully aware of all this. They are
over-stretching the patience of
the common man. Politics can-
not be the whims and fancies of
some individual leaders. The
country is not a property of a
few individuals, The two hon-
ourable ladies must respect the
concern of the masses and act
in a manner which Is consis-
tent with their elevated posi-
tions. These positions, how-
ever, are not all permanent.
L?]uk at galwaz Sharif, dEenaz:lr

ut i ad, |
Eandlgt, %u qarErsi Ehl?ﬂg?
and so many others, It Is a pity
that we do not learn from his-
tory.

The CEC seems to be in a fix
with regard to the Tangail-8 by-
election. It is hezartening to note
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‘that the President has inter-
vened to find a suitable solution
for the widely displa;fed rigging
by the AL candidate's support-
ers. The credibility of the office
of the CEC is seriously at stake.
Whatever decislon is taken
must be acceptable to the entire
country irrespective of the fact
that a correct decision might
infuriate the ruling party. If a
decision goes against the ruling
party, it will re-establish the
overall supremacy of the con-
stitution and the judiciary and
the various other related insti-
tutions. Those involved in the
rigging process including the
bureaucracy and the law enforc-
Ing agencies once and for all
must be duly screened to ascer-
tain their extent of misdeeds. It
must be an open trial to expose
the politicians and others in-
volved in such heinous act. Just
imagine the waste of time and
financial resources that we as a
poor nation has to bear for such
worthless exercise! If this state
of affairs continues, people will
rapidly start losing faith in the
democratic process.

The general masses are com-
pletely fed up with both the
ruling party and the opposition.
In certain quarters people are
seriously thinking about a
Saviour to change the course of
events in Bangladesh. I am sure
such a person cannot be im-
}:NJI'[EIZ] from outside the country.

f not the person at least their
ideas could be imported. It is
high time that our talented

leaders start using some of their

skills in more productive in-
come generating activities. Un-
fortunately, the AL and the BNP
have not yet started doling out
funds during their times of hec-
tic activity and hartals.

The only other way would be
to turn Bangladesh into a truly
welfare state where everything
is provided for by the govern-
ment. Theé other alternative

would be to reduce the tenure of

each government to only three
years and not more than two
successive terms. This way the
arties concerned will have a
air chance to govern and no
other party/opposition will call
hartals.

Kader Siddiqui, an acknowl-
edged freedom fighter was be-
stowed with the highest gal-
lantry award. He resigned from
the Parliament recently and
decided to contest as an inde-
pendent candidate. The disillu-
sioned Tiger was suspended
from AL primary membership
for his outspoken and bold at-
tack on Awami League policies.
Instead of pacifying the Tiger,
"AL" went on a systematic cam-
paign to discredit him. It is a
pity how fast people tend to for-
get the gl?ucl works done by a
person. The question is w gr‘?
What has he done to get this
harsh treatment?

Sometimes, we wonder
whether the two ma’{;]r litical
parties, "AL" and ° Ng) have
anything democratic within the
party decision-making process.

CEC's Dilemma: Hartal and Referendum!

At least on this one point both
the parties are similar and are
run on autocratic lines. Flexi-
bility. understanding and ac-
commeodation for each other's
views, party policies and ad-
ministrative management is

something unheard of in both-

these major political camps.
Confrontation is practically
head-on. The resultant damage
to the mclc%is beyond com-
prehension. The anarchic situ-
ation is slowly getting out of
control. Terrorism is at its
peak. Extortion, harassment
and all conceivable vices have
reached dizzy heights. There is
a fast degradation of human
values. Security of life and
Prnpgrt}r Is now at its lowest
evel. Does the ruling party
know about these facts or are
they being shielded by a group
of sycophants and keeping the
top brass very complacent
about the state of affairs cur-
rently prevailing in the coun-
try. '
The Tangail-8 by-election
boycotted by the opposition
parties has been a total farce.
We are confident that the gov-
ernment lparty is fully aware
about all this. Actually, to
please the top bosses in the AL
camp, the leaders and the
government officials went for a
straight kill. Unfortunately it
was overdone! The independent
watch dogs overseeing the elec-
tions have all made their com-
ments which are not at all
praiseworthy. It is 2 shame ip-

deed. We have killed the so
called "democracy” in its initial
stage. Democracy has hardly
been practiced if it was at all in
existence in any form.

Bangladesh is no longer a
basket case of Henry Kissenger.
We have traversed 2 s and
to date, we still suffer from a
leadership crisis. It sounds
quite strange when we fail to
identify a sincere, honest,
learned and capable leader. No-
body is born with such quali-
ties. One needs to develop the
same. Institutions are required
lo be stre ened. Honesty is
required to be ingrained in all
levels. Irrespective of our reli-
gious alignments, the basic
character building process has
to be re-started in the right
earnest if we wish to leave
something tangible for our pos-
terity. Let us invest heavily in
human resource development.

The leaders. administrators
and the bureaucrats should be
the firsf ones to go through this
process of re-orientation. The
entire country is waiting to see
the action of the CEC in respect
of this farcical election. If he
has the guts he should cancel
this entire by-election and an-
nounce fresh dates. At least this
time "AL" should give a fair
chance to its opponents to es-
tablish its own credibility.

The writer is a Computer and
Financial Consultant.

—

ing demand to delink campuses from national pol-
itics, political interference in academic activities
at the country's universities shows no sign of let-
ting u‘f. On the con . it appears intensifying
eve y. We would urge the political local leaders
for their immediate intervention to defuse, instead
of fanning, tension at the Shah&alal University
Land work out a peaceful end to the deadlock.

"Either we act now
or we perish"

Sir, The above concluding

words of the leading editorial of
The Daily Star of December 1,
1999 should be a strong and
timely reminder for the au-
thorities to save the citizens of
Dhaka City from 'the deadlier
black smoke”. How can people
in the helm of affairs of the var-
ious organisations/depart-
ments concerned with this
problem ignore their duties
which has been causing so
much harm particularly to the
very young and the old people of
this metropolis? A few minutes'
stay at Farmgate or Mohakhali
traffic junction ought to
convince any sane person the
need for immediate action

nst such a calamity which
has been slowly poisoning the

eople only to grow as
andicapped citizens or face
premature death.

Decisions like banning of
vehicles with two stroke en-
gines and introduction of lead-
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I’ru: _t'ue! were incleeci timel at_:; -

tion on the part of the authori-
ties. However, it is a matter of
great shame and regret that the
contemplated measures of the
high commands still remain
unimplemented as a result of
which we now face a situation
where “"the black smoke gets
deadlier” and deadlier every
day. The situation is no less
alarming than the effects of se-
rious flood and cyclone that the
people of this country fre-
quently encounter to their
1. It is also not understood

ow our leaders in the Parlia-
ment. the intelligentsia and
members of the medical profes-
sion are not any noise

‘1o compel the administration to

act like what was'done recently
to save the "greenery” of Os-
many Uddyan.

e also feel that our hon-
ourable Prime Minister after
reading the contents of the edi-
torial referred to will realise
the deadly health hazards that
we are made to face when deci-
sions of her ernment taken
one and a half years back are

nol yet executed by the respec-
tive departments. The recent
steps taken on emergency basis
by the government of Nepal to
ban autorickshaws from Kath-
mandu city should help us as a
guideline for immediate action.

Zahidur Rahman and
Capt Husain Imam
75, Indira Road, Dhaka

We need a drastic

change

Sir, To tell the truth, it is
quite frustrating to read the
newspapers of Eﬂnﬁladcsh. It's
not the writing style or any-
thing else rather than the news
that they contain. It's so pa-

thetic to hear the hues and cries
raised by our political es. |
mean what is it that they want?

Do they think that the country
is their playground? They are
calling hartals and holding vio-
lent demonstrations anytime
something is bothering them.
They don't care what is ha -
ing to the nation. [t's like they
are apathetic to the cause of the

country. Why is it so? How lo
do they think they will Ea:g-
tinue these selfish acts? | feel
terribly sorry for the people. es-
pecially for the poor people
who do not even have the
slightest comprehension as to
what the political parties are
doing to the country and its
population.

We are totally frustrated and
we really hate the political cul-
ture of our country. We need no
more of the political games and
want an immediate stop to
these. I, as a citizen of
Banﬁladcsh. really want to see
a radical ch in the political
structure of our country. We no
more believe or trust the politi-
cal leaders. We have tasted their
water for too many years with-
out any fruitful result. It's time
to change the water! Actually
it's way { time to change if.
We the adesh community
in US, are really ashamed of
these political leaders. We feel
so terrible to know that these
apathetic people represent us,
as a whole country. We need a
drastic change. Maybe we need

to have the members of the past
care taker government to come
and rule the country for 5 years
or more from now. They should
try to wipe out the corrupt bu-
reaucratic and political culture

of our country. Somebody
should act and should act
quickly.

Ashekul H

University Lc? Central Arkansas

way, AR-72032
US.A

Accountability of
politicians

Sir. | find your lead editorial
of Thursday (Dec 2) on the new
political ai%nmcnt quite ob-
jective. The 'Open Letter the PM'
as well as the letters of A Zabr
and Salma Alam in the same
issue quite reflective of the gen-
eral sentiments of the cilizens
of the country who 'have wit-
nessed enough political insta-

bility...and now they are tired
and fed up with it' as mentioned
therein. Even the EU is tfirging
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Lhe government and op sition
for tolerance and g gover-
nance for the benefit of the

[
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people. After all. what negative

ellects these political parities
in government and ouiside are
causing to the country in gen-
eral and the people in particu-
lar need accountability also.
The welfare of the people getting
poorer every day without work
or respite is farthest in the
minds ol these politicians.

Prior to elections all politi-
cal parties as well as the con-
testing politicians must declare
their wealth and sources of in-
come, their election manifestos
listing specifically what they
will do to further the welfare ol
the people of their constituen-
cies and the country at large so
that they are made accountable,
submit their and their imme-
diate family's income and
wealth statements with copies
to the Comptroller and Auditor
General.

Anwar Ahmed
Banani. Dhaka



