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Women lawyers urged to protect
rights of underprivileged women

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday called upon the country's
women lawyers to come for-
ward to exercise their power to

rolect the rights of underprivi-
eged women of the society.

They were addressing the in-
augural session of a seminar ti-
tied "The role of women lawyers
in protecting the rights of un-
derprivileged & disadvanced

roups” at the Second Women

ers Congress at Democracy

auditorium of Khan
Foundation in the city,

Noted Lawyer Barrister Syed
Istiaq Ahmed called upon the
women lawyers to stand up and
fight against all injustice and
discrimination to establish jus-
tice and impartiality in the so-
ciety.

He expressed optimism that
female lawyers would do better
in their profession day by day.

Canadian High
Commissioner David Preston,
who attended the function as
guest of honour recornmended
appointment of women to
higher levels in the judiciary,
eliminating fatwas which vic-
timise women, revision of legal
definition of rape to make it
more comprehensive and
amendment of other laws to
prevent discrimination against
womern.

The High Commissioner
urged prevention of abuse by
empowering the disadvantaged,
particularly women, through

explaining their rights to them
and helping them realise so.

Dr A Moyeen Khan, MP, ad-
visor of Khan Foundation in
his presidential speech sug-
gested removal of tI!: bail sys-
tem to reduce harassment be-
fore trial of any case.

"Bail system should remain
in only two types of cases, in the
case of murder and for rape and
abuse on women,"” he said.

"We need the change the pre-
sent system because many peo-
Ele face torture and harassment

efore the actual trial takes
place,” he added.

About 70 per cent of time of
judiciary is sin-ent on hearings
relating to bail, he added.

Syeda Morjina Khatoon in
her keynote paper identified
different problems such as di-
vorce. illiteracy and poverty as
the main cause behind under-
privileged and disadvantaged

groups.
Tire changed

The timing of the 5th solo
painting exhibition by artist
Gulshan Hossain, which began
on Friday. has been changed
due to today and tomorrow's
hartal, says a press release.

During hartal days the exhi-
bition will remain open from 6
Em to 8 pm. Otherwise the exhi-

ition will remain open from
10 am to 8 pm daily till Decem-
ber 15.
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English Courses

The British Council Teaching

Centre's Ramadan

Intensive course (7 Dec-4 Jan) will start after hartal

finishes. .

Some places are still available in General English
classes (except elementary level) and in IELTS
preparation classes. Young Learner classes are full.
Young Learners can register after Eid.

‘I Late registration will take place on Tuaspjav 7th &

,"'Il‘__ [}

 Wed 8th December (subject to hartal)12.00-3.00pn. | *
The British Council Teaching Centre
754B Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 9116171,9116545, Fax: 8116554
e-mail DTO@TheBritishCouncil.net
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SYLLABUS

ADMISSION-2000, PG-OL
SHARE THE SUCCESS

SALVATION SCHOOL

TEACHES O LEVEL SUBJECTS FROM CLASS VI # MAKES
LESSONS EASY # SMALL CLASS SIZE # FRIENDLY, CARING
AND CONSISTENT TEACHERS # REDUCE COSTS AND
DEPENDENCY ON PRIVATE TUTORS # STRICTLY
FOLLOWS THE BRITISH BOOKS AND THE

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

CONTACT ADMISSION OFFICER
ROAD # 9/A NEW, 19 OLD, HOUSE # 116 NEW,
791 OLD, DHANMONDI,

TRANSPORT IS AVAILABLE ON ROUTES

OF THE

PH # 9123985, 810633.
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. Martyl*is_ _nf the I;iberatiﬁﬁ- War

T'he brave people of greater Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI. Dec 4: People
from all walks of life of greater
Rajshahi district had [orged
solid wunit during the
Liberation War and waged a
heroic struggle to wrest freedom
from the clutches of barbaric
Pakistan army, reports BSS.

During the armed struggle,
thousands of people, men and
women. of greater Rajshahi dis-
trict and made supreme sacri-
fices for the liberation of their
motherland.

The Liberation War against
occupation Pakistan army ac-
tually began on March 23, 1971
in Rajshahi district when a
Punjabi army soldier tried to
disarm a Bangalee sepoy of the
then East Pakistan Rifles (EPR)
at Rohanpur which is now un-
der Chapainawabganj district.

The EPR Sepoy disobeyed the
Punjabi soldier and instantly
opened fire at him. The very
next day. a Punjabi army cap-
tain went to disarm the
Bangalee EPR Sepoy at the
camp. At this stage, the EPR
Sepoys revolted the Pakistani
army and a Bangalee EPR
Habildar Akkas Ali opened fire
at the captain and killed him
on the spot. After the incident, a
mini war between Bangalee law
enforcing personnel and occu-
pation forces began in the area
which lasted for nearly two to
three days.

Rajshahi district remained a

free area till April 13, 1971 de-
spite Pak army crackdown at
Dhaka and other parts of the
country off March 25, 1971.
Rajshahi Cantonment re-
mained under the control of
Bangalee Army Captain Gias
and Captain Rashid till April
13. The local people including
students, farmers, housewives
and members of professional
groups extended their support
and cooperation to maintain
control the cantonment.

The Pakistan Air Force
bombed different parts of
Rajshahi on April 8 and 9 to
create panic among the people,
hoping that the air bombings
would destroy the strong
morale of the Bangalees.

Abdul

Freedom fighter
Malek Chowdhury, a student

leader, at that time, said that
the occupation army entered
Rajshahi with reinforcements
from Dhaka on the night of
April 13, 1971 and unleased a
reign of terror. On their way to
Rajshahi from Natore, the no-
torious army burnt down thou-
sands of houses. Along with
their collaborators, they merci-
lessly killed lawyers, univer-
sity teachers, politicians, jour-
nalists, students, businessmen
and innocent people.

Some of the prominent in-
tellectuals who were brutally
killed by Pakistani army in

Rajshahi included Advocate
Biren Sarkar. Advocate Nazmul
Haque Sarkar, Advocate
Aminuddin, journalist Abu
Sayeed, Abdus Sattar, treasurer
of Rajshahi city Awami League,
Prof Mir Abdul Qayyum of
Psychology Department of

Rajshahi University, Prof.
Habibur Rahman, Reader of
Mathematics Department and
Prof Sukhranjan Sammadar of
Sangskritik Department,
Suresh Pandey, Mawroz-ud-
Dowla and Eliasuddin.

The Pak army and their col-
laborators killed these men at
their own houses or at different
concentration camps set at sev-
eral places including Zoha Hall
and Munnujan Hall of Rajshahi
University, and Kunjumoitrir
Bari and | Bazar areas. The
victims of the brutal killings
were dumped near the concen-
tration camps and also at Babla
Tala, on the bank of the river
Padma.

skulls and bones were found
at mass graves at Zoha Hall,
Munnujan Hall and Babla Tala
after the liberation of the coun-
try.
The Pakistan army also
killed Mamun Mahmud. DIG.

Police, Rajshahi Range, Shah

Abdul Majid, Superintendent of
Police, Rajshahi and Khalilur
Rahman, Assistant Director.
CID, Rajshahi Range.
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Air chief returns

Chiel of the Air Staff Air
Vice Marshal Jamal Uddin
Ahmed returned home from
Malaysia yesterday. rcports
BSS.
Air Vice Marshal Jamal
Uddin Ahmed went to Malavsia
to witness the Langkawi
International Maritime and
Aerospace Exhibition 99,

Prize distribution
ceremony today

The prize distribution and
concluding ceremony of the
40th annual sports of Dhaka
Residential Model College will
be held at 2:30 pm tomorrow,

says a press release.
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ruck Owners' Association jointly

brought out a procession in the city yesterday to protest against the opposition alliance
called hartal in the city today and tomorrow.
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Nepalese Speaker - - President, PM

calls on Fasina“

Speaker of the Nepglese
House of Representatives
Taranath Ranabhat called on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her office yesterday, reports
UNB.

Ranabhat conveyed the
g‘lremings of the Nepalese Prime

inister to the Bangladesh
leader. He also praised Sheikh
Hasina for taking initiatives in
ensuring peace in the region.

Terming the establishment
of Associatfon of Asian
Parliaments for Peace (AAPP)
Secretariat in Dhaka as a good
beginning, the Speaker said
peace is prerequisite for the de-
velopment of all countries.

Reciprocating the sentiment,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
said we are endeavouring for es-
tablishment of peace and
democracy in the region for the
wellare of our people.

Press Secretary to the Prime
Minister Jawadul Karim was
present.

Bangabandhu Agri
University programmes

for December 7

As part of nationwide pro-
grammes to celebrate the recog-
nition of February 21 as
International Mother Language
Day by UNESCO, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Agricultural Uuivcrsll}r have

chalked cut elaborate pro-
grammes on December 7, re-
ports UNB.

The programmes include
holding of colourful rally from

Joydevpur Rajbari to
University campus, placing flo-
ral wreath at Shaheed Minar.

staging cultural function and il-
luminating different buildings
of the university, said a press
release. .

rfartin College

Mr Cam McConnell, International Marketing M&ﬂ. Martin College,

Sydney will be presenting a seminar, followed by individual'counselling session, on
Martin College on Tuesday 7 December 1999 from 4.30 to 7.30 pm at
BRAC Centre Inn, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka 1212.

Martin College, with campuses at Brisbane, Cairns, Gold Coast. Perth and Sydney, is an
affiliate college of the Charles Sturt University - Australian University of the Year 1997.
The College provides the following internationally recognised qualifications:

® Diploma and Degree programmes in Business Studies, Marketing,

International Business Management, Tourism Management
® Diploma and Degree programmes in Information Technology
® Diploma and Degree programmes in Hospitality/Hotel Management
B Diploma of Graphic Design and Business
® Diploma of Travel & Tourism & Marketing

For an appointment to attend the seminar and seek information on admissions, please contact:

S. Talukder, Managing Director

S S BUSINESS CORPORATION LTD.

125AMotijheel C/A, Islam Chamber, 13th Floor, G.P.O. Box: 2994,
Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh Tel Nos: 88 02 9569610 & 956 8083

Fax Nos: 88 02 956 5405 & 956 5407 E-mail - ssbcl @bdmail net
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~ greet That
King, PM

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday felicitated
King Bhumibol Adulyadell of
Thailand on the occasion ol his
birthday, reports BSS.

In a me e the President
said, "The government and the
people of Bangladesh join me in
extending to your Majesty and
through you to the government
and the people of Thailand our
warmest greetings and felicita-
tions on the auspicious occa-
sion of your majesty's happy
birthday."

He expressed his firm belief
that ' the existing bonds of
l'riendshi'_:; and cooperation
between the two friendly coun-
tries would be develo further
and strengthened- for the mu-
tual benefit of the two dplcs.

The President wished good
health and happiness of the
King and continued peace,

rogress and prosperity of the
riendly people of Thailand.

Meanwhile. Prime Ministier
Sheikh Hasina also greeted
Prime Minister of Thailand
Chuan Leekpai on the occasion
of the National Day of Thai-
land.

In a separate message Prime
Minister said "On behalf of the
government and the people of
Bangladesh and also on my own
behall, I convey our warmest
greetings' and felicitations to
you and through you to the gov-
ernment and the friendly peo-
ple of Thailand on the occasion
of the National Day of the Royal
Kingdom of Thailand.”

'6000 community
clinics within
year 2000’

THAKURGAON, Dec 4: A
workshop on "awareness about
family planning, reproductive
health and gender issues" held
recently at the conference room
of the Deputy Commissioner,
Thakurgaon, reports BSS.

"To lacilitate health service
for all the people of the country
six thousand community elin-
ics will be constructed within
the year 2000," it was disclosed
by Akhtaruzzaman. Director,
BCC Unit, Family Planning in
the workshop.

The workshop was presided
over by Abdul Baki, Deputy
Commissioner, Thakurgaon.

Chairmen of 51 Union
Parishads of the district partic-
ipated in the workshop.

Akhtaruzzaman further said
the iodine deficiency rate in the
northern region of the country
is higher than in other parts of
the country. He advised the offi-
cials and employees of the
Health Education Bureau to
creale awareness among the
people about iodine deficiency
and teach them means to over-
come the gap of iodine defi-
ciency.

Fatema Begum, Police Super,
Thakurgaon, Shamsher Alj,
Deputy Director. Momtaz Be-

um, and Babar Ali, Assistant
irectors, BCC Unit and Amjad
Hossain, General Secretary,
District Committee of the
Chairmen Samity spoke on the

_u-r:casiun.
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Qulkhwani of Mrs. Yasmin Rahman,
late wife of Mr. Faizur Rahman,
Managing Director of Asian
Surveyors Limited, has been
rescheduled to take place on
December 7 following Magrib
prayers instead of after Asr
prayers as previously announced.
Mrs. Rahman passed away last
Friday at BIRDEM due to viral in-
fection-related complications. Her
Quikhwani will take place at the
residence of Mr. Faizur Rahman's
eider brother, former Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman (House
21, Road 47, Gulshan 2). Friends,
relatives and well-wishers are re-
quested to attend.
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An "Advanced Developments & Holdings Group" Company
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| House 29, Road 39, Guishan, Dhaka ‘
- Tel: 9886403, 9881729, 607561, 018-212244, 017-525982, Fax: 880 2 8828272 |
Email: asset@agni.com |
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Where you can see the best of British goods and services
Dhaka Sheraton
Sunday, 5 December 12.00-21.00

Monday 6 December 10.00-21.00
Tuesday, 7 December 10.00-18.00

'he Trade and Education Fairis organised
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Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB)

announces admission to
Spring Semester 2000

offered jointly with
- Maastricht School of Management (MSM)
of the Netherlands
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Manager, MBA Programme
House 15, Road 14, Baridhara, Dhaka 1212

Tel: 9884498, 9881681, 9881917 (Ext. 211) Fax: 8823959, 600695

E-mail: info@iub-bd.edu Webpage: www.jub-bd.edu




