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Dawn-to-dusk
hartal today,

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will observe a country-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal today
and tomorrow to press for im-
mediate resignation of the gov-
ernment and holding of fresh
parliamentary polls.

The programme was an-
nounced by the BNP, Jatiya
Party. Jamaat-e-Islami and

Islami Oikya Jote (I0J) from
separate public rallies in the
city on December 2.

Hartal :‘_:Feneral strike) will
be observed from 6am to 6pm
today and tomorrow. There will
be no hartal during night hours.

The government has, mean-
time, taken massive measures
to maintain law and order dur-
ing the hartal hours. Sources
saild the authorities will deploy
some 6,000 paramilitary
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR). armed
and riot police at different
stralegic points and important
establishments., They will also
patrol the city streets,

The four partners of the al-
liance and some smaller parties
like Zaker Party (ZP), Jaglpa.
DL, PNP, NDA and People's
League held separate rallies and

See Page 12 Col 7

Solution lies

in early polls,
Khaleda tells

diplomats

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Khaleda Zia told a
ﬁrnup of Dhaka-based fur:iﬁn
iplomats yesterday that the
Awami League pgovernment
must quit to clear the way for
early parliamentary elections
under a caretaker administra-
tion.

This is the best ble way
to safeguard national interests,
ensure economic development
and improve the conditions of
comimon ]Eeople, she said, in an
"informal” briefing on the re-
cent summit meeting of chiefs
of four opposition parties.

Kh a and two other se-

“* nior leaders spoke to'the heads

of foreign missions and other
diplomats at a private dinner
hosted by BNP vice chairman M
Shamsul Islam MP at his son's

See page 11 col 8

13 receive bomb
injuries, vehicles

damaged in city

By Staff Correspondent

At least 13 people were in-
jured in bomb explosions in dif-
ferent parts of the city yesterday
evening.

A number of vehicles were
also damaged in the city's Pu-
rana Paltan., Bijoynagar.
Kakrail and Shahbagh areas by
unidentified groups of people.

Twelve people were injured
in bomb explosions near North
Gate of Baitul Mukarram, Zero

Point, Golap Shah Mazar,
Railway Employees' Hospital
and Gulshan areas.

In another incident, Ja-
hangir, 25, a rickshawpuller,
received bomb injuries in his
face. throat and shoulder when
he was crossing Ray Saheb
Bazar area with his rickshaw at
about 6:45 pm, hospital sources
said. '

Of the injured, 11 were ad-
mitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lcft Hospilal while the rest to
Islami Bank Hospital in the
city. sources added.
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Today’s issue of The Dhily
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talks fail

SEATTLE. Dec 4: The push
for new global trade talks col-
lapsed in a major defeat for the
Clinton administration, leav-
ing labour and environmental
activists cheering today as
weary, disappointed negotia-
tors wondered how to go for-
ward, reports AP,

The failure of the World Or-
ganisation Trade session late
Friday — following violent
protests that turned Seattle up-
side-down — was a stark illus-
tration that any further liberal-
isation to global commerce
won't come easily.

"We won,” said Tracy Katel-
man, an activist from the Al-
lilance for Sustainable Jobs and
the Environment who had
worked to shut down the WTO
talks. "We really disrupted it.
We certainly created an atmo-
sphere to make it difficult for
them to work."

Opponents of the WTO claim
the Geneva-based body that sets
global trade rules is a menace

that puts the interests of multi-
national corporations over
concerns about ordinary people
and the environment.

"Obviously, we haven't won
the whole gattle." Katelman
said. "But we've made a pretty
big impact. I think the corpora-
tions will be shaking in their
boots."

A sombre US Trade Repre-
sentative Charlene Barshefsky
insisted today that the protests
had not derailed the talEs.

"The suspension of the talks
had to do with the substance of
what was being discussed,”
Barshefsky told reporters.
Trading partners had dead-
locked on a number of issues
and essentially needed to call a
lime-out because "governments
weren't ready to take the leap.”
in making difficult political
decisions on necessary com-
promises. she said.

Barshefsky and WTO Direc-
tor General Mike Moore put the
best face possible on their de-

feat. insisting the four days of
talks had made progress that
would be preserved in future
discussions to begin sometime
next year in Geneva.

But as Barshefsky and
Moore closed the WTO meeting,
activists in the back of the huge
conference room broke into war
whoops and started chanting
anti-WTO slogans.

"This was a remarkable
week." Moore told trade minis-
lers. from the 135 WTO mem-
bers. "Much was done. That
work will not be lost."

The week was remarkable
for many reasons never in-
tended by the WTO.

The talks opened a huge rift
between rich Western nations
and poorer developing countries
over President gil] Clinton’s
insistence that strong worker
rights be included in any new
trade pact.

That was a deal killer, in the
minds of developing Astan and

See Page 12 Col 7
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Anachronism

The slow and the speedy go together. The usual sight on the North-South Road in the capital.

—Star photo

WRIP: Consultant's
bid to examine
Unocal's documents

By Sharier Khan

The US consultant supervis-
ing the Western Region Inte-
grated Project (WRIP} wants to
examine Unocal's documents
before the Erﬂject proceeds, a
move which could delay the
$700 million project by several
months.

Parsons, appointed under a
US government assistance pro-
gramme, asked Unocal to sup-
ply seven proposed agreements,
the government's letter of in-
tent as well as documents con-
cerning the project’s ténder. *

Parsons also asked Unocal
to provide an analysis of the
Shahbazpur gas reserve, the
pipeline’'s operating cost esti-
male breakdown, the cost of
previous pipeline and power
plant projects in Bangladesh,
the environment status of the

.Marc

WRIP area and the pipeline tar-
ilf structure for current
Petrobangla pipeline trans-
portation agreements in eastern
Bangladesh.

Parsons wants to complete
the Frnject review by next
1 at the ]Jatest.

However. sources said Uno-
cal might take some time to
submit these papers, delaying
the project.

"The overall schedule would
be delayed by a few more

Tmonths, ™ "said- - a-source.”

"However, since there are too
mang hidden implications of
WRIP, we believe Parsons’ ex-
amination of these documents
wotlld be beneficial for
Bangladesh.”

Unocal. an American coms-

See page 11 col 8

BNP brought out a torch procession in the city vesterday in

support of hartal.

—Star photo

Tests fail again:
Kapna dry

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 4: Unocal and
Occidental packed up their
equipment in Kapna over the
weekend after a third set of well
lests confirmed the controver-
sial field was dry. -

The companies performed
tests in August and September,
but the resulis were inconclu-
sive,

Petrobangla experts claimed
the wells were dry. since the
only produced water and sand.
However, Occidental said they
might have struck oil at the site
near the remote village of Kap-
nakandi, 20-kilometres from
Sylhet.

Despite the disagreement,
Unocal and Occidental officials
decided to conduct a third and
final Set of tests to determine

‘Kapna’s viability once and for

all.

BNP MP hurt as
rivals attack car
in Sirajgan;
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 4: Political
rivals attacked a car at
Belkuchi thana sadar this
evening injuring at least 20
people including a parliament
member of the opposition.

Seriously injured T M A
Mannan, a BNP MP and seven
others were admitted to the
Sirajganj sadar hospital. The
condition of seriously injured
Humayun Islam Khan, a central
leader of the Jatiyatabadi Tanti
Dal and Mokaddes Ali. a for-
mer BNP district convener were
reported to be critical.

Hospital sources said they
might be referred to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) on emergency basis for
treatment.

Police sources said that the
BNP leaders were returning af-
ter a meeting of the party at
Belkhuchi thana sadar. When
they reached Belkiuchi Bazar, a
group of people with lethal
weapons attacked their car.

They dra ol the BNP lead-
ers and beal them up merci-
lessly.

Hearing the scream of the in-
jured hundreds of BENP support-
ers rushed to the spot and
chased the attackers allegedly
belonging to the ruling Awami
League. A series of chase and

counter chases took place when ;
a number of vehicles and 3hﬂp5.l

were damaged. |

District Awami Leagu
president Abdur Rahman de-
nied their invo!vement with the
attack.

District Police Super said
that addition:l forces had been
deployed at the thana as a tense
situation was prevailing there.

e vice-

By Staff Correspondent

Nation still struggling for

et

economic freedom

Speakers at a lecture series
marking the Month of Victory
in the city yesterday said the
achievements in 1971 are yet to
be used for economic emanci-
pation of the peonle.

It is a failure of the nation
that the political freedom could
not be turned into economic
freedom. they said.

The speakers included
politicians. bureaucrats, jour-
nalists and freedom fighters.

The day-long programme,
organised by the Bangladesh
Institute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its
office. was split into two ses-

sions. The first session was
chaired by noted economist
Prof Mu ar Ahmed and the

second one by Energy Secretary
Toufig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, a

freedom fighter.

Addressing the first session
as chief guest, State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury said the Liberation
War did not end with the sur-
render of Pakistan army on
December 16, 1971, It is con-
tinuing. he said.

“The spirit of the Liberation
War will always guide us in ma-

terialising its goals”.
Chowdhury said.

Speaking as special guest,
Air Vice Marshal (retd) A K

Khandakar MP said the war
was imposed on Bangalees bg
the then Pakistani r;g:lme an
“we fought for self-defense”.
"Many freedom fighters 1
talked with no longer speak of
the spirit of the war. They want
peace and economic emancipa-
tion of the people. But we are far

See page 11 col 7
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Permanent AAPP sectt to
be set up in Dhaka

The Executive Council of the
Association of Asian Parlia-
ments for Peace (AAPP) yester-
day agreed in principle to set up
its permanent secretariat in
Dhaka, reports UNB.

Officials said the 1 1-member
Executive Council at its first
meeting attended by delegates
from eight countries adopted a
set of recommendations, in-
cluding the proposal for a per-
manent secretariat in Dhaka.

The recommendations will
be placed for final approval be-
fore the next general assembly
of the AAPP scheduled to be
held in Cambodia on Nevember
6 next year.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, the current Chairper-

{ son of the AAPP yesterday ex-

Frﬂssed Dhaka's willingness to
105t a permanent secretariat of
AAPP.

Delegates attending the first

meeting of the executive council
held discussions on general
fund for the newborn associa-
tion and model of financial
contribution to be paid by each

member country. They maltter
will be discussed in each coun-
try's respective parliament.
The meeting adopted the
agenda on "the Asian Charter
for Human Rights" which was
recommended by an APCPC
Working Group on "Interna-
tional Humanitarian and Hu-
man Rights, Laws and Institu-
tions" during the general meet-
E}Fg held in Dhaka last Septem-
v

The delegate mPmbers ap-
proved a "Logo" proposed by the
Gambodian delegation and flag
of the AAPP.

Nepalese Speaker Taranath
Rahabhat signed the charter of
the AAPP on behalf of his coun-
try yesterday.

Those who attendea the
meeting were Cambodian Par-
liament Speaker and vice-
president of the AAPP Prince
Norvdoin Ranariddh, Nepalese
Speaker Taranath Rahabhat,
Wang Weishan and Yang Yongyl
of Chinese National People's
Congress, Dzafar Siddiq,
Ahmed Zahir and Imam Havi
from Ihdonesia, Jay-Kun Yoo,
Member, National Assembly,
and Hee-Sup Lee from Republic
of Korea. Dr Serguei Velichkin,
Duma Member, and Yuryi Y
Mikheev of Russian Federation,
Khan Ahmad Goraya and Arif
Mahmud of Pakistan, Norodom
Rattana-Devi; Mom Chim Huy,

Dr Kol Pheng, Mrs Penn Chris-
tine and Kim Wimeol from Cam-
bodia, Dr Ishwor Prashad
Upadhaya and Bishnu Dutta

Uprety from Nepal. Taysir
Qub'ah and Faik Hamza from
Palestine.

Shikdar to face
tax evasion

charge

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 4: A five-
member probe committee of In-
come Tax Department has
submitted a report on how Er-
shad Shikdar evaded taxes by
forged means.

e report is now lyirglg with
the Commissioner of Taxes,
Khulna Division.

Shikdar will be summoned
to verify the tax evasion
charges, said a source in the de-
partment concerned.

A source in the KMP said the
tax department should now file
case with the police against
Shikdar. He said the oflicials
concerned are buying time as
some of them have been named
as beneficiaries of Shikdar.

The Commissioner of Taxes
denied the charge saying the
matter is being processed to file
case,

Meanwhile, Tania Zaman,
daughter-in-law of Ershad
Shikdar filed a written com-
plaint against her step mother-
in-law Shanjida Nahar Shova.

Tania has stated in her peti-
tion that Shova's relatives are
threatening her to quit Swar-

nakamol or to face any severe

consequence.
Tania has also sought secu-
rity of her life. She has also
demanded an enquiry into
some ‘unwanted situation’' bein
created by some 'unidentifie
men' every night in front of

See page 11 col 7

Dadabhai laid

to rest
By Staft Correspondent

Renowned child litterateur
and founder of the Kochi
Kanchar Mela Rokonuzzaman
Khan popularly known as
‘Dadabhai’ was laid to eternal
rest at Kochi Kanchar Mela
Fremls:s at Segun Bagicha in
he city yesterday afternoon.

Dadabhai died of heart at-
tack at the Suhrawardy
Hospital in the city on Friday
afternoon at the age of 75. He
was [irst rushed to the General
Hospital following severe pain
in his chest on Friday. He was
then shifted to Suhrawardy
Hospital where doctors declared
him dead at about 2:30 pm.

The body was first taken to
the Daily Ittefag office, his
long-time place of work, from
BIRDEM mortuary at about 10
am. City dwellers, journalists
and employees of daily Ittefaq

aid rich tributes to Dadabhai,
fore his body was taken to the
National Press Club for the first
namaj-e-janaja. Political lead-
ers, cultural activists and jour-

See Page 12 Col 6

Shahjalal varsity tense

Agitators lay siege again:
No exams held

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 4: The All
Parlty Action Commitlee
(opposition) laid a one-hour
siege to Shahjalal Universily of
Science and Technology troday,
following .a three-hour siege
yesterday.

The scheduled examinations
could not be held as all activi-
ties on the campus wezre dis-
rupted.

The main gate of the aca-
demic buildings and the li-
brary, put under lock and key
by the demonstrators 'yesterday

3 policemen k:illed,
37 hurt 1n bus
accident

From Our Corres pondent

KUSHTIA, Dec 4: Three po-
licemen were killed aind 37 in-
jured when a truck carrying
some 50 policemen bverturned
near Islamic University at
Baliapara, 15 miles away from
I'E!"Luslﬂn‘;i:el town at aborat 3 pm to-

}Tht' injured were: rushed to
Kushtia General Hosjpital. Later
21 were taken to CIMH Jessore
in critical condition.

The dead were i¢jpntified as
constables Ainuddirk Rabiul Is-

See page 11 col 7

morming. remained so today.

The committee has been agi-
tating for withdrawal of the
names of different halls and
buildings. Those were named
after national figures a few
months ago.

It had earlier announced an
agitation programme that in-
cludes a day-long hartal in the
district tomorrow,

Semester [inal examina-
tions scheduled for tomorrow
and later remained uncertain
in the prevailing situation. The
university authorities have not
yel given any announcement in
this regard.

The agitators held a rally in
front of the main gate at about
11 am with Sylhet district
Jatiya Party president Advo-
cate Gias Uddin Ahmed in the
chair. It was addressed by,
among others, city BNP presi-
dent Ahea Reza Chowdhury and
general secretary Nasim Hos-
sain, cily Jamaat ameer Dr
Shafique Rahman, district JP

eneral secretary Syed Abul

uashem Mantu and leaders of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and
Islami Chhatra Shibir.

Meanwhile, the All Party
Action Compnittee (pro-Awami
Lcir,ue] held a public meeting at
Kadamtali to night. '

The speakers protested the

See Page 12 Col 6

LPG imported by Bashundhara
Customs reluctant to
give clearance

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA: Dec 4: Bashund-
hara group is now in a fix what
to do wilth 209 (onnes of LPG
(liqueflied petroleum gas)
brought! from Thailand last
week for bollling on chminer-
cial basis. . a4

The Mondgla customs de-
partment is reluctant to give
clearance for unloading the
consignment as it is a banned
item as per the government's
import policy.

Bashundﬁara Group, a pri-
vate commercial enterprise,
will be going into commercial
operation for boltlinf{ LPGs by

is month. The plant has been
built at a cost of Tk 80 crore on
10 acres of land at Mongla to
meet the need for fuel
in the southern zone of the

country. The plant, aided b
China. has the capacity for [ili-
ing at least 16, 720 cylinders of
12.5 kg each.

The first consignment of 209
tonne LP gas from Thailand
reached Mongla Port last week.
Bashundhara group of indus-
tries imported it for its plant al-
legedly by manaéing ermis-
sion from angladesh
Petroleum Corporation. MV
season carrying the LPG from
Thailand anchored at Mongla

ort on November 29. But
ongla customs department
has not yet passed Bills of Entry

fully.

){nnther 1200 tonnes of LPG
are also expected to reach
Mongla Port on December 8,

See page 11 col 7

Anniversary of
Suhrawardy's
death today

By Staff Correspondent

The 36th death anniversary
of Hossain Shaheed Suhra-
wardy will be observed today.

mark the day. Awamli
Leapue will hold a discussion
meeting al its central office at
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city at 4 pm today, said a press
release,

The AL will also place
wreaths and offer fateha at the
mazar of the late leader at 9 am.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the occasion.

President Shahabuddin in
his message said. the political

arties have an important role
play to nurture the d¥mo-
cratic system,

He said Shaheed
Suhrawardy’s life-long dedica-
tion and struggle was to ensure
welfare of the commonman

through establishment of
democraltic system.
Prime Minisier Sheikh

Hasina in her message said the
contribution of Hussain Sha-
heed Suhrawardy in establish-
ing democratic rights of the
people and maintaining com-
munal harmony in the sub-con-
tinent is ever memorable.

She paid high tributes to his
memory and sald Suhrawardy
was one of the main signatories
to the historic Bengal Pact, last
prime minister of undivided
Bengal. pioneer leader of the
Jukta Front Movement and
brain child of democracy.

Foreign ship
averts accident
at Ctg port

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Dec 4: A Sin-
gaijnrf: flag carrying cargo ves-

el while leaving Chittagong

ort averted a major accident

y gﬂuin%1 for emergency anchor-
ing at the mid channel when it
was about to hit some fishing
trawlers and engine boats
tonight, port sources said.

The steering of the feeder
vessel. MV Kota Naga, went out
of order because ol emergency
anchoring at about 8 pm.

The trawlers and engine
boats were moving haphaz-
ardly. the sources said.

After repair of the steering
the vessel sailed out at 10 pm.

Harbour Master of the port
Qamrul Islam said "Night navi-
gation at Chittagong port chan-
nel has now become risky due to
uncontrolled movement of a
large number of engine boats
and fishing trawlers, some of
which move without light.”

Evidence loses
the right to
publish

By Staff Correspondent

The District Magistrate of
Dhaka has said in a notifica-
tion that the declaration of the
Weekly Evidence, published by
wife of a BNP leader Manzoor
Quader. is no longer valid for
violation of The Printing
Presses and Publications
(declarationn and registration)
Act 1973,

An order Jdated November 28,
signed by Mohammad Shafiul
Alam., Additional District
Magistrate, Dhaka, directed the
publisher, Arjumand Ara
Chowdhury, not to publish the
weekly further since she has
failed to publish the actual ad-
dress of the place of publication
on the printer’s line.

Manzoor Quader, the editor
of the journal, said the pub-
lisher received the order yester-
day afternoon from a special
messe which directed her to
refrain from publishing it since
the declaration was annuled in
1993 under section 10 of the
1973 act for failure to inform

See page 11 col 8



