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Stop Hartal,

HE BNP-led opposition has decided to call a

hartal on December 5 and 6 brandishing its
one-point demand for the resignation of AL
government to pave way for early general
elections. But why? In the past, the AL-led
opposition with the same JP and Jamaat as
partners could not force BNP government to resign
even a day earlier than their term. That was so in
. spite of 173 days of hartal and mass resignation of
- MPs from parliament. At present also BNP —
ironically with the same partners — will not be
able to force AL to resign. What has become a
plaything for the opposition has turned out to be a
nightmare for millions of people living below the
poverty line. We have criticised hartals in the past,
we are doing it now and will do so in future
irrespective of the identity, 'power and strength of
the callers. This paper once again strongly protests
the decision of the combined opposition to go for
hartal yet again. The country had just suffered six
days of hartal only in the last month, yet the
leaders felt that the cup of misery of the people
ought to be full to the brim. They are making the
people suffer on whose support they are banking to
return to power. It is suicidal to fail to read the
pulse of common people.

The largest opposition in parliament has also
confused the whole process of agitation against the
government as they tried to follow the strategy
they had used against the autocratic regime of Er-
shad. They have mixed up a usurper of power with
an elected leader, Hence the one-point demand has
not so far found public support. But the opposition
could have embarrassed the government had they
chosen to go by issue-based agitation. And there is
| no dearth of issues being offered by the AL govern-
ment all the time. Instead, the BNP and its allies
have been playing the ‘cracked gramophone' record
over and over again much to the chagrin of the pub-
lic and delight of the ruling party.

Once again we urge the combined opposition to
shun the course of hartal and offer more interest-
ing and imaginative alternatives to people for the
sake of positive opinion building about the opposi-
tion leadership. They should go back to the
parliament. Let the movement be both inside and |
outside the House.

Cut Systems Loss

T HE Asian Development Bank's (ADB) prescrip-

on. to make the Dhaka Electric, Supply
:'};;'t (DESA] “financially ‘viable’ .through

Autho
rcdur:t_jug f.sus loss to 18 per cent from the
existing 25 per cent “without resorting to a power
hike” strikes a responsive chord in us. In our
reaction to the energy ministry's mooted reforms
(Power Tariff. September 18), we strongly urged the
authorities to put more accent on ensuring

transparency and strict financial management
rather than considering the tariff increase option. '

We have also voiced our apprehension that “until |
and unless systemic inadequacy is eliminated, the
(power) sector would continue to reel under the
burden of colossal losses.” Besides, our
development partners, especially the World Bank,
have also expressed. in no uncertain terms, their
dissatisfaction over the total systemic disarray.

It is a truism that our power sector has become a
burden on the governmment. Each day it is counting
the loss in millions of taka despite a series of mea-
sures to reversc the trend. There have been at-
tempts at decentralisation of distribution authori-
ties to enhance the sector's performance, leading to
the creation of state-controlled DESA and recently
the private-ownership DESCO, and leaving the
Power Development Board (PDB) only to deal with
power generation. However, nothing seemed to
have had any dramatic impact. Despite some in-
creased generation, the distribution front has been
bothersome. Leakage from dilapidated transmis-
sion network aside, pilferage in the shape of illegal
connection, obviously orchestrated by some un-
scrupulous low-level power employees, has
wrought havoc on the entire system. To make mat-
ters worse, there has been failure in bill collection,
another breeding ground for corruption. Until re-
cently, DESA owed PDB some 50 billion taka.

Therefore, stringent administrative measures
aimed to eliminate corruption and ensure strict fi-
nancial management hold the key for making not
only DESA but also the entire power supply system
efficient and profit-making. Tariff hike from time
to time certainly is not the answer.

Biman's Hiccup

HE refusal of Biman pilots to navigate sched-

uled flights on Wednesday seems to have a
point about it. But this certainly led to a serious
disruption in the flight timetable causing a great
misery to passengers.

The overworked pilots are often forced to
operate without the mandatory rest for two days
stipulated in their charter of agreement with the
Biman., Biman's indifferent attitude to its fliers
who have been working under severe pressure,
always performing extra duty, is difficult to |
condone. Moreover there has been a delay on the

management's part in renewing contracts with the
pilots.

Now taking Biman's chequered history into ac-
count, it is assumed that a mere of the MOU
may not bring a permanent solution to the prob-
lem. The management of the national flag career
needs to review its strategy in recruiting pilots for
its very few aircraft. Along with other anomalies,
the authorities are also expected to make it public
as to why some trained pilots were grounded lately
without any explicit reason. This no doubt is un-
| fortunate. :

At any rate, the management needs to ensure
mandatory rest for long-distance pilots to avoid

Democra

HE recent coup d'état in
Pakistan seems to have
drawn parallels between
the current political situation
in Bangladesh and the days pre-
ceding the Pakistani coup. News
reports in Dhaka, including
those in The Daily Star, have

carried the “good news"™ of
corrupt political leaders in
Pakistan

ing hauled- to '|ail.
banned for 2l-year f{rom
pelitics, and millions of dollars
in defaulted loans bein
recovered. Some have cheere
on theh}:rnspmt of deposed
Prime inister, Mr. Nawaz
Sharif, facing a possible
sentence of death for his crime
of trying to prevent the would be
coup leader’'s plane from land-
ing back in Pakistan. A bomb
blast, allegedly by Sharif sup-
porters, has killed many. Ut-
terly frustrated by the events in
their beloved homeland. some
Bangladeshis have expressed
su i:ort. either privately or in
public, for similar “brave steps”
in Bangladesh. In a recent In-
ternet posting in the US, a cor-
respondent opined that he will
be happy the day Bangladeshi
political leaders of various par-
ties and "all their associates are
plunged into the jail and sen-
tenced to HANG TILL DEATH."
Tough words indeed and very
worrisome, not only for the
politicians but also for the
country itself.

| share the frustrations of
this and other correspondents
at the state of affairs in our
homeland but 1 STRONGLY dis-
agree with the remedy of a coup
d'état. True, the political estab-
lishment is near bankruptcy,
politicians of all shades are
corrupt or inept, or both. A
handful of the privileged have
gotten rich by ]Ijundering [rom
the banks ang the citizenry.
There is misery everywhere. But

EATH comes to this
Dcnuntry in more than one
way. It arrives through
the trajectory of a bomb hurled
by the nimble hand of a
miscreant, If often travels from
Los Angeles in the likeness of a
friend with whom one has lived
and done business for sixteen
yvears. It insinuates itself in the
sick humor of policemen who
chase a youth to ditch and jeer
him while he sinks in the
muck. At times it erupts from
the thick of blood, when, to
avenge a dispute over a plot of
land, a mother and her son and
daughter are hacked to death by
their kinsfolk.

At this point of time, noth-
ing i1s more prolific, than death
in this country, which, in the
worlds of English' playwright
Philip Massipger, has “thou-

sand doors to let st HfeY How

does one reconcile the day for
the family of that trucker who
left home for day's work to end

- up dead in a bomb attack? If one

looked at his roasted corpse,
laid on its back in a hospital
stretcher, legs folded and arms
poised die many times belore
their death, but death like this
ought to make cowards amongst
many of us.

Like most other things in
life, death follows the law of
large numbers, whic. means
that the number of success in-
creases as the number of exper-
iment increases. But it is not
the number of deaths, which is
as deplorable as their nature.

by Dr Ahmed Badruzzaman

There is no :_:}temutiue h:; a “government of the people, for the people, and by the people.” We have
overcome the mighty British and beaten back the Pakistani hordes. It is time that we put our own
. demons to rest and move on as a nation. THE ALTERNATIVE IS TOO CHILLING TO CONSIDER!

a coup d'etat is not the answer
and here are a few reasons why:

*NO ONE, not even the
founder of a country or the
commander of the armed
forces, has the right to change
an elected government by force.
no matter what the intent or
provocation are. In civilized

society, the JJ

their elected leaders are
supreme. No one is above the
law. The legendary Gen.

McArthur was dismissed by
President Truman at the end of

the Second World War, when it
appeared that he might be
reaching beyond his command.
But such traditions do not be-
long to the West alone. Remem-
ber Khalid-bin-Walid right be-

fore the battle of Yarmukh? He
was dismissed by the Khalifa

Omar. Khalid handed over the
command without rancor and
then led the Muslim army to a
brilliant victory. He could have
led a rebellion — he was popular
and the most briliant military
strategist of his time but he did
not, To him the nation was
more important than his per-
sonal glory — the Khalifa was
the chosen civilian leader,

* The statements by the new
Pakistani military dictator do
not sound much different from
those of Field Marshal Ayub
Khan, Gen. Yahya Khan, Gen.
Ziaur Rahman, Gen. Zia-ul
Haq, Gen. Ershad, Gen. Abacha
of Nigeria. Gen. Pinochet Chile,
and many others, when they
took over to "save the nation.”
They sound good, especially to a

eople through

nation that is barely surviving.
The military folks come in,
make a few changes, order ev-
eryone to be g and honest,
and issue edicts such as

on a certain side of the road, or
set low prices for essentials.
Things look good for a while —
any changigets the old system
disorganized for sometime —
and then either these do-good-
ers or their cronies set up their
own patronage system. This
scenario is yet to fail. You only
need to go back to Ershad's rule
or look at Myanmar next door.
Or, consider what ha ed to
Nigeria under the that
had taken over using about the
same words as Gen. Musharrof
did in Pakistan. One of Africa’s
richest, with an abundant
petroleum reserve, Nigeria is in
shambles and has begun a slow
recovery after the recent demo-
cratic election.

Assurances by a military
dictator, such as those by the
new Pakistani ruler, of lettin
judiciary and fundamenta
rights function are hollow. Ask
him whether he will quit if the
courts rule the coup d'état un-
constitutional, better yet, ask
him if he will let the question
be even asked in courts or in the
streets.

* Three major Ingredients
are needed to survive and pros-
per as a nation. These are: 1) an
agreed upon system of gover-
nance, 2} a leadership, qualified
and dedicated to make it work
honestly and effectively, and 3)
a populace that is at least aware

of their rights AND responsibil-
ities, and has a sense of owner-
ship in the process. Military
rule offers no system — pulling
out a gun or flgl%mg ple is
not a system. (- tary no
doubt have dedicated folks but
thﬂ; are seldom qualified to
make a political system of

compromise, concern, and
compassion work. They rob the

populace of their right of choice
and dissent, and they do not al-
low the ;ibeoplc any sense of re-
sponsibility and ownership.

Bangladesh does have an
agreed upon system — it is our
Constitution written with the
blood of millions. Our leader-
ship may be of poor quality and

enerally corrupt/inept, but un-
ess we let the system work, we
will not get the changes we de-
sire, Ayub Khan short-circuited
it inﬂzﬂﬁﬂ and we continue to
pay the price: Our lace is
pnfitlr:a] y mntivnlepc? pﬁlut get
aroused easily due to lack of ed-
ucation, daily struggles of life,
and lack of a feeling of owner-
ship. With time and effort those
can be overcome but NOT with-
out an agreed upon system. Mil-
itary dictatorships do not offer
that,

* Previous attempts even in
civilian dictatorships have
failed, both politically and eco-
nomically. Remember the
much-vaulted Soviet system or
even the BAKSAL rule imposed
in Bangladesh
Sheikh Mujib? Even in Western
Europe, countries with dicta-
lorship have lagged far behind.

in 1975 by:

Spain "and Portugal,
democracies, are ng 'years
to overcome the effects of lon
running dictatorships an
Ehmcrg: m the status of being

e
Europe. Even Italy, a parlia-
mentary democracy, with its
fabled government turnover
rate, more than one a year by
some count, has done better
economically.

Democracy is far from per-
fect, but with it one comes clos-
est to a systemn of participatory,
consensual government. Mili-

now

tary dictatorships, or any dicta-

torship for that matter, do not
offer “brave steps.” In the long
run they set a nation back. Th
may be well-intentioned but of-
ten they are composed of le
who are ill-equip to lead a
diverse nation of individuals
and %m:_.lcrs that need less bark-
ing of orders and more attempts
at persuasion. compromise,
concern, and compassion.
Groups, military or civilian,
that usurp
are fundamentally traitors —
no matter what they say.
Elected leaders who loot the
country are traitors too but
there is a defined system to deal
with them. It took millions of
lives to get rid of the Pakistani
military dictatorship imposed
on us. It took more lives to get
rid of Ershad and his clique. It
is time to move ahead rather
than keep trying to establish an
agreed upon political system.
e have one. Let us make it
work. Without that. we cannot

The Horror! The Horror!

by Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

Greed leads to mischief which leads to death. Greed is when one desires what one doesn't deserve
and mischief is when one demands it. Death is when mischief fails to sustain greed and claims
casualty in that disruption. In short, we are talking about a grammar of catastrophe when
unrestrained desire ends in dire consequences.

Many primitive peoples, in-
cluding those speaking Indo-
European and Malayo-Polyne-
sian languages. the early Chi-
nese, and the American Indi-
ans, idenlified the life of man
with his breath and believed
that it was the union of breath
with earth, which produced a
living organism. When Lhe
Bangladeshi-born US engineer
lay dying his body thrashed to
the, ground hy,.the tmpact, of
dedlh., a witness sfandin

nearby heard hissing sounds of

breath gothg out of the victim's

body as his lungs fell flat.
Charles De Gaulle, the great
French statesman, said that
what we think about death only
mattered for what death made
us think about life. If there is so
much as a carnival of life going
on in Bangladesh in our venture
lor capitalism. free market lib-
eralism and promiscuous con-
sumpton, there is also a con-
current carnival of death
around us when hreath is
snatched from earth in many
rude ways. Between plethora of
life and paroxysm of death
there 1s a pandemoniom of

perdition, which perpetuates
the premnonition of peril on the
recipice of mind. If death is
ife sharpened to its end. we
have turned life into a whel-
stone of fear and anxiety, which
dwindles in its own friction.
The irony of this while thing
is that the harder we work to
embellish life the harder we

embroil it. John Deonne
lamented in_his m Devotion
Upage me fgent. Oecasiens thai
e n s deathe diminished

i Tn thal sense, every mur-
der is suicide turmed outward as
the killer diminishes in the act
ol taking another man's life. Il
serial killers like Ershad Shik-
dar and Laltu have killed again
and again, it was because thry
were lrzlp!pcd in the increasing
returns ol (heir diminishing ex-
istence.
Anaxagoras, a
philosopher. argued that every-
thing contained some fire, bul
we only called it fire if that el-
ement preponderated. True.
people die and get killed in
olher countries, but it is differ
ent in (this country where il pre-
ponderatles. I we must believe

an lonian

“*sumed by the sa

—

in the fatalism of death, then a
man came all the way from his
newfound country to die in the
[atal ecology of the old one.
And. that reminds us of Mr
Kurtz in JﬂsePh Conrad’s Heart
of Darkness, "a very successful
company agent and explorer”
who was a member of the 'gang
of virtue', condemning slavery
and barbaric customs. When
Marlow arrives a! Kinchassa.
zfinds. MEXurtz alreadv con-

savafer}'r. whieh he orics hated.
His lack of moral equipment
and greed for money and power
rendered him unable to cope
with the [orces ol savapgery and
malevolence within him which
the wilderness had brought oul,

The common denominator
amongst all killings is a terri
ble mischief that others must
die so that one can live. That
must be the ultimate greed,
when life is used as fuel to burn
its own fire. Miscreanis who
kill for money immolate them
sclves in thal fire, while their
consclence evaporales in the
heal of greed, The policemen
who wanted to squeeze a few

forces-of -

bucks out 'of a luckless youth
didn’t care that they had taken
the matter too far. The nieces
and nephews of a widow in Lal-
bagh didn't realize that three
relatives could be more precious
than a parcel of land Greed
chokes conscience like choles-
terol chokes the arteries and
creates a desperate stade ol spir-
ituinal arrest,

; Nictzschels Zarathustra re-
K

red o tigian cst. wheg-be
s poke l;' the erowd abowt

last man’ who, content with his

happiness and unable to feel

any sense ol shame for being
unable to rise above those
wants, ceases (o be human, Ac-
cording to Francis Fukuyama,
Lhis man will have dishw ashers
and VCRs and private automo-
hiles. bul still he will not be sat-
isfied with himsell. Because,
“salisfaction, as opposed 1o
happiness, arises nol from the
goal itsell, but lvom the straggle
and work along the way”

Thal only allirms the ape-
ol adage that greed leinds (o
inbscldel whieh leads (oo death.
Careedd 4s when one destres whiild
one doesn't descrve and mis-

rest countries in Western

an elected leadership

make the economic pr we
all desire. To their credit. the
atriotic Bangladeshi armed
orces agpcar to have
this and thus have refrained
from actions of the past, despite
serious shortcomings in the
implementation of current po-
litical system.

Having argued against a
military take over, however, |
will be remiss if I do not
STRONGLY urge the country's
elected civilian leadership.
both in the government and in
the ngpusiuun* to get them act
together and alter their course
of tango to termination. A de-
spairir;_g and a desperate nation
waits for them to deliver what
they were elected for — eco-
nomic advancement. social
justice, societal peace, and na-
tional sovereignty. But for how
long? Our people are tired of the
bickering, the extra-constitu-
tional activities in the name of
political movements, the loot-
ing of the banks, the cronyism,
the alleged official corruption,
the violence, the environmen-
tal pollution, and the break-
down in law and order. Mil-
lions face death from d
arsenic-contaminated tube
water. The level of frustration
has reached a breaking point.

But dictatorship will not
solve the problems. We have
tried this and are worse off for
it. There is no alternative to a
"government of the Lgeuple. for

e ple. and by the people.~
We have overcome the mighty
British and beaten back the
Pakistani hordes. It is time that
we put our own demons to rest
and move on as a nation. THE
ALTERNATIVE IS TOO CHILL-
ING TO CONSIDER!

The author is a Bangladesh-

born scientist and writes from

Anaheim, California.

chiel is when one demands if.
Death is when miseldel Tails to
sustain precd and clabins casn -
alty in that disruption. In
short, we are Lalking abonl o
grivmmin ol eatastrophe whien
vnrestriined desive ends i dh e
consequences. Marlow arrived
in the hearl ol Dackness Lo lind
that Mr Kutz lacked resiraint in
the gratilication ol his varlous
lusts. In his amazement, he also
realised that il anyhedy had
any restraints al all, it was the
most savage ol all men. the
hall-starved cannibals who had
restrained themselves from
tucking into the pilgrims.,” It
takes a man all his inborn
strength to light hunger prop-
erly!” he exclaimed,

Al the end .of Joseph (‘5%“'.
rad's novel, Mg Kulz meels his
death putting an end to his hb*

_ject p]v:%afuflln‘.{.1 vile desires,
th

meanness and the tempestuons
anguish ol his soul. He otlered
[our words (n whispered cry.
“The horeen? The horror!” as if
Lo express his Hiad self-knowl-
eedge atnd victory ey 1o over-
come the dovkness ol s deeply
suppressed inner anarchy: In
Lhe concourse ol death thal sur-
rounds us. we are also sub

merged in thatl grolesque anar-
chy suppressed within us. Per-
haps we need 1o ehant those
words mone oflben to pod an end
tey o algect Tostinets, vile e

sives ol tempestuous angilsh

without having any ol ns die in
their devastation.
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| catastrophe in the air. The purchasers of Biman's

Services do not expect this situation to crop up in
|_future. .
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Hospital wastes

Sir. Even at the end of the
20th century it seems that we
are still confused about the best
technologies to manage waste —
particularly hospital wastes —
which poses direct danger to
health and well-being of the
I:»eop!r:. One of our major prob-
ems is management of solid
waste. Dhaka city alone gener-
ates 3500 tons of solid waste,
Out of this, 42 per cent is col-
lected. Hospital waste is one of
the toxic c:ll;nfcncnls of this
solid waste due to improper
management of the hospital
waste il's polluting the envi-
ronment, affecting people's
health by spreading infectious
and communicable diseases. _

As we all know hospital
waste is being disposed of on the
streets and drains. Hospitals
lack waste management system
and don't have requisite tech-
nology or method for safe dis-

of waste. The waste that is

ing generated from the hospi-
tals is not separated or segre-
gated before being dis . The
clinics that are mostly in resi-
dential areas are disposing of
their waste into nearby DCC
dustbins which are not regu-
larly cleared and thus polluting
hh; environment of the locali-

However, it has been learnt
that many hospitals and gov-

~ernment departments con-

cerned are planning to install
incinerators to manage the
hospital waste. But the use of
incinerator is being disco

in many devel countries. It
needs to be remembered that all

technologies have their
advan and disadvantages
and of pollution and en-

vironmental problems. In de-
veloped countries none of the
hospitals disposes its waste the
way we do: they use appropriate
tec ogies to make sure the
waste doesn't pollute the envi-
ronment and affect the com-
munity. But when we are con-
sm their ways of handling
h waste management we
should have the same standard,

technologies and economic

condition to adopt their waste
management procedure. With-
out looking into that we are
fighting over the issue of using
an incinerator or which tech-
nologies are the best.

The Department of Envi-
ronment can determine a stan-
dard level of emitting fume
from the incinerator and be-
yond that level the operation of
the incinerator has to be
stopped and the DoE has to
specify alternatives. From en-
vironmental point of view, our
suggestion is: an incinerator
can be used provided waste seg-
regation is done at the source.
The waste can be separated into
infectious, non-infectious,
Eharmaceutica! and chemical.

ighly infectious, kitchen
waste. and sharp box. If we con-
tinue to practice segregation nf.
waste before disposing it ol into
thc incinerator, there would he
lcss chance ot bhad fuise, hat if
we dispose the ‘vholc wes'c io-
gether (without segregat’an] in
an incineratcr Lthen the chance
of emission of dioxin and had
furne would be rather high. The
basic thing we should do first is
to offer training to the persons
who are handling the waste.
When we have the opportunity
to use an incinerator or some
other modern technologies we
should adopt and learn to use it.

We must not forget that some
measures, even if not fect,
are certainly better than no
measure at all. We should de-
termine which option is better
— the present practice of dumnp-
ing hospital wastc in open place
or using incinerator as well as
other alternativcs?

Tabassum Dana

Research Associnte,
Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust (BLAST), Dhaka

Roadside sale of

: petrol
Sir. A good number of road-

side makeshift sh
ops selling

to
are seen along e Tone) Dhalka

hﬁhway- These unauthorised
sales are not only illegal but
also pose hazard to public life
and safety. The same thing is
halﬂmning on other important
roads of the city as well. The au-
thority concerned ought to take
appropriate actions to stop this.
At the same time the gullible
buyers should give it a second
thought before getting adulter-
ated fuel from these illegal sell-
ers.

5 A Kader
Dhaka

An ex-PM gets RI!

Sir, This seems to be a good,
and revolutionary, piece of
news in the press. One former
Erime: minister of the country

as been awarded 15 years' Rl
by the court. There is lot to
think about without comment.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

An ordinary

citizen speaks

Sir, On her return from
abroad after performing the
unirah (she stop there both
ways Juring the trip). the Prime
Minister is reported to have
told the newsmen in Dhaka
(DS. Nov 20). “Eanﬁ]adesh is not
Pakistan and still there are
people in this country who open
their umbrellas when it rains
in Pakistan.”

As an ordinary citizen, who
cannot have access to inside in-
formation as any minister
does. it is possible to point out
broadly some areas where the
negative conditions in our so-
ciety, as noticed by the public,
personally or through the mass
media, is not dissimilar to that
prevailing in an LDC country
such as Pakistan as cultural
and moral mores go up and
down depending on the stan-
dard of the leadership.

* The severe ticisation of
most of the public institutions
in the country (the list is too
long to be included here). Every
regime does it to some extent;
why the present regime claims
to an exception? If remedial
measures have been taken up
by the government, these may
be publicised for public infor-
mation.

* The erosion of the higher
educational institutions. The
details are well-known.

* The vast legion of loan de-

faulters. Is the size that of a pla-
toon, brigade or division
strength? The insiders know
the answer. What is being done
to clear the deck, and what is
the rate of success? No clear of-
ficial answers are forthcoming,

* Politlcal victimisation.
Any data released to the media?

* The present dismal law and
order situation: Who supports
it? How far the authority has
been successful? Toll collection
has become an institution. Who
are collectively responsible for
its flourishing, and for its elim-
ination? Both agencies are the
same!

* The politiclans cannot run
the parliament. The rule of the
regime in power is being
watched (the Opposition have
got enough publicity).

* The moral breakdown of
the society at practically all
levels, right from the billion-
aires down to the level of the
unemployed. Why this negative
popularity of things not to do?

It would not be surprising if
the bad grade of local politi-
cians and other moral default-
ers in Dhaka and elsewhere in
the country try to put on protec-
tive umbrellas in self-defence
from unwelcome attention. The
state of affairs is neither secret
nor unknown to the political
leaders. The genesis of the evil
deeds is reckoned to start from
the gnlitjcians‘ camps, as they
wield the maximum power and
influence in developing and
have not societies, and misuse
both. nonchalantly to the
detriment of the nation. There
are other examples. but it is
enough to set the ball rolling,
for a national debat on the is-
sue raised by one of the leaders.

‘A Husnain
Dhaka

Air pollution in
Dhaka city

Sir. A lot of news coverage
and articles have appeared in
the newspapers on air pollu-
tion. The authorities also ap-
peared to have taken cog-
nizance of the serious effect of
air pollution with particular
reference to the situation in
Dhaka city. We were relieved to
see the quick response of the
government to tackle one of the
mosl serious health hazards by
taking decisions to tan import
ol 2-stroke auto-rickshaws and
compulsory introduction of
supplying lead-free fuel 1o an-

tomaobiles. But it has been al-
mosl a year since the govern-
ment took those decisinns. All
the sound and fury that we no-
liced at that time seem to nave
produced no result till date.

The government seems lo
have either forgotten or delib-
erately shelved the idea ol im-
plementing those decisions at
the behest of certain vested
quarters. We now find more
auto-rickshaws in the streets
than before and the number is
increasing everyday. Was il
then only a lip-service to stop
public hue and cry?

The government of Nepal
has recently banned auto-rick-
shaw with 2-stroke engines for
its capital cily in its effort to
contain air pollution. Why
couldn't the pgovernment of
Bangladesh take similar deci-
sion for Dhaka cily?

It is known to all thalt Dhaka
city with a population of more
than 8.5 million is now consid-
ered to be one of the most pol-
luted cities in the world and its
main source of pollution are the
auto-rickshaws with 2-stroke
engines. Every year 15,000 peo-
ple. mostly children, die and
many more suffer [rom various
diseases becausc of air pollu-
tion only. We wonder how the
government remains a silent
spectator to human miseries of
such magnitude.

Zahidur Rahman and Capt
Husain Imam
75, Indira Road, Dhaka

DCC, DMP,
traffic jam and
accountability

Sir, In an open discussion

held at National Press Club re-
cently,
Hanif, on the one hand, has
publicly confessed that about
three lakh rickshaws are plyin

in Dhaka city against the tot

registration of eighty thousand.
The DC Trailic

Mayor Mohammad

ushtaq Hos-
sain on the other hand, has told
the audience that about seven
lakh rickshaws are plying on
the city roads.

We are no more interested in
the controversy of number of
rickshaws whether there are
three lakh or seven lakh rick-
shaws plying on Dhaka city
roads. \‘?r are simply interested
to know as to what practical ac-
tion or step the DCC or DMP has
taken so far to save the city

dwellers from the ever increas-
ing number of rickshaws, in-
discriminate parking of buses,
‘U'-turn of buses, illegal occupa-
tion. encroachment, infringe-
ment, intrusion and trespass
on public roads and streets.

n fact for the last few years
the more we have been cqﬂnﬁ
and seeking solution for roa
traffic jam the more and more
the road traffic jam has been
increasing by leaps and bounds.

Our people's elected govern-
ment is advocating account-
ability for judiciary and press.
we wonder where is the ae-
countability and transparency

of DCC. DMP and road traffic.
jam?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Uncalled for

Sir, In the issue of The Dail
Star dated 23.11.99 | was bot
shocked and amused at the
same Lime to see that a wril pe-
tition had been moved against
the campaign of the 'Voyage of
Discovery . Are the people of our
country so bored that they have
lo do such things as a means of
passing time? Some may think
that I am Jor all these western
ideas but that would be abso-
lutely wrong. Frankly speak-
ing. when the advertisements ol
the Voyage of Discovery used to
come on television, | was most
happy to see that Bangladesh
was also on Lhe hist of their
countries of visit. I thought fi-
nally Bangladesh is coming up
on the international front, But
as usual, people in our country
tend to take tﬁlugs in a negative
way. The anti-drug associations
said that the campaign's aim
was to encourage young people
to smoke! Which world do these
people live in? In this day and
age everyone knows the hazards
of smoking and it is upto them
whether or not they want to in-
volve themselves in this prac-
tice.

I think such an action was
totally uncalled for. No wonder
the west look upon us the way
they clo. Instead of being so pes-
simistic, il we, the Bengalis
were a bit more open-minded,
would not one think that our
lives might have been a little
simpler? The question re
mains.

Lamia F Haq
Uttara Model Town, Dhaka

cy is the Only Path, but Leaders Must Deliver

W



