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strikes continued while the
show of force by the govern-
ment has not been relaxed. The
Awami League government has
the police and other law en-
forcement resources. which
should be adequate to deal with
disturbances and prevent col-
lateral damages that re -

I:mlitj-
cians are presumably the
"rational actors” since they
compete to win election either
I_ to get power or to stay in power
through reelection. No matter
what the politicians want, if the
voters are angry with them, and
if their self-interests dictate it,

Rational choices give political groups, in victory as well as in crisis, some traction
and purpose. If the Bangladeshi politicians are not energized with better
reasoning, do they want the nation pulverized, and on the brink of a civil war,
again by a violent confrontation between the ruling party and the opposition?

| Suspended Peace on the Hills
FTER two and a half years of the CHT peace accord, gaps in
ts implementation remain wide making up a disappointing

balance-sheet. Even so, if we were to conjure up a situation | ‘M€ r‘:’glilat‘;.t‘ihﬂﬁhfrﬂﬁrraéﬁ tably come in the wake of har-
\ : : : tals. The n have been

minus that ‘olive branch’ agreement during the last two years | henever a free election offers showing of the opposition in  path to follow. ing Ra.rly is toresign and seeka ing for the future does not ab- blish e b s el

we shudder to think how t the experience would have | that opportunity. The rational 33;3— Iﬁ;ﬂé‘iﬁgﬁhg? ?E:k;f;;gﬁ ; X Arguably, if ncine of !::llle _[;:wu fresh mandate of the people, but sn%vt the opposition from its Et':] ths Eﬁﬁ_ﬁﬁ:{ hnuclguﬂp::;tm

been. That is a small debt we to feel we, inclu the choice theorists hoist the ulti- League leadership. The next ig parties has a clear and abso- Hasina does not consider it po- own responsi illity. The Awami the gun-toting chasers of the

mate fear of the irate voters, lute victory in the future elec- litically opportune while the League government has accused

election, no matter If it comes hartalists in broad daylight

PCJSS, owe to the accord on December 2, 1997. | which becomes the bracing cor- tion, a coalition government constituents are, visibly, in a  the oppositien for encouraging

himself as an insider rather than an external critic.

On the positive side, we have put in place a ministry for hill
tracts affairs, an interim regional council, a land commission,
one task force for refugee rehabilitation and an accord imple-
mentation committee. How efficiently they have been working is
another matter though.

Emmar of politics. What the
mocracy Watch opinion poll
(1 have seen unllv a summary of
it) tells us is a slippery slope for
both the Awamni e (AL) and
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)-led alliance.

As many as 36 of the voters

The list of nega

of crucial importance to the fulfilment of purposes
ed. The land commission remains a non-starter
and other logistics. A land
ect hangs fire despite its vital need for settlement of
pro disputes. The leader of the Refu

accord was sign
for lack of legal authority, man

survey p
long-stan

Weliare Samity, Upendra Lal Chakma, has alleged
property including homesteads of some 3055 returnee families

were in adverse on and that some 40
hands of armed forces and

debt relief to tribal returnees are
progress has been made on the proposed

CasEs

yet to be

H who had surrendered weapons to the government
er on.
The points of discord between.the PCJSS and the task force

on implementation touch on some fundamentals. The PCJSS

has raised a question about the rehabilitation of

tive factors not merely reads longer but is also
for which the

villages
settlers. Some 642 cases of

withdrawal of 2000
inst members or supporters of PCJSS and

are undecided about whom to
vote if there is an election next
day. No overwhelming electoral
swing is predicted either for the
ruling party or the opposition.
The and the E!HI;:: the two
largest parties are nearly even
with 26 per cent of the voters
willing to cast votes for the
Awami ue and 23 per cent
for the BNP, respectively (JP 8
cent and Jamaat 4 per cent).
hat political arithmetic pre-
sumably represented the ardent
] arty loyalists of the two

that lan
are in the
of. Little

argest parties. But in a tight
contest, it is the non-committed
voters more than the commit-
ted ones that often determine
the results. As a matter of con-
ventional wisdom, the fence-
sitting voters are more moti-

settlers

alongside that of the tribal refugees adding that the accord does | vated by selfish (but not neces-
not enjoin this. They also argue that as per the peace accord all sarily irrationall) considera-
army camps the cantonment and the ent garri- tions than !th:1 ldcdicatcd party
son ought to have been withdrawn immediately after the mem- | ™ Mocrmiile. the wheels of the
bers of the Shantibahini had surrendered their weapons. But of | hartalists and the anti-hartal-
the ‘520 camps only 22 have been wrapped up' since the iﬂhﬁﬂﬂf% ﬂpiﬂmﬁﬁnﬁirﬁgﬂgﬂ
wea urren thﬂ:' rime

2 gerLeremony, allege. ;asrna and the opposition

bridge the differences of upl:ﬁn a
the region has received a dampe

an elected Regional Coun
place of ‘all those being
sigh'of tentativeness about it all.

, & pragmatic view
ought to be taken about the stakes involved in a sl
hnﬂlementntinn of the accord. Already the multi-

project that was conceived for an all-round uplift of

r from the donors' express

reluctance to invest till the accord is on a definitive imple-

mentation course. The NGO work remains suspended as well.

It is time for ancelcraﬂg% the process whereby we shall have

on top of elected district councils in

now interim ones dangling a very big

leader Khaleda Zia are moving
further and further away from
each other. The explosive com-
bination of the unyieldin

stand off, the din of the vitrio
and the terrifying muscle flex-
ing between the government
and the opposition is turning
Bangladesh into a dangerous
political zone. Rationality does
not seem to be prevailing! Say
what you wish against the har-
tal---something that | have
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winning the extra-constitu-
tional battle, they usually turn
a deaf ear to calls for negotia-
tions---something reminiscent
of what the Awami League did
in 1995-96. The opposition dis-
counts the dialogue feelers as no
more than a ploy to puncture
the momentum of an escalating
agitation. The BNP-led alliance
feels that it's fighting for its
survival as an alternative polit-
ical force. Such hardening of
the opposition does not help the
democratic process but, for such
bitterness, the Awami League
cannot put all the eggs of blame
in the BNP basket. Since it re-
turned to power in 1996, the
Awami League government
started with a zero-tolerance
for the opposition, and it had
an enemy-list flaunted in pub-
lic. Sheikh Hasina looked upon
the oppesition forces as the
abominable straw man, and
tried to strike it down by nu-
merous cases, arrests, personal
insults, and all other forms of
humiliation and name-calling,
But the crackdown on the oppo-
sition has not helped the
Awami League’ s future
prospects---on the contrary, the
political stakes are rising
against Sheikh Hasina. Still on
a closer introspection, 1 feel
that politicians, both from the
government and the opposition,
should stay close to the path of
negotiation---the only rational

Kader Siddiqui recently lost. He
yet conceded defeat, and

has not
the acrimony is bitter. Clearly,
the Awami League is further
embroiled in a debilitating dis-
pute. Was it a rational choice
even if there is an iota of truth
in the allegations that the AL
had rigged that by-election?
Judging by its absolute major-
ity in the national parliament,
the AL government would not
have fallen if Kader Siddiqui
had won. If election becomes a
predetermined charade, and if

the party leaders can get their

cohorts to commit fraud and
terror at the election booths, ra-
tionality is doomed to fail in
that democracy.

Hasina has been under a
siege—all those foreign trips
no elixir when the relentless
domestic challenges are only
telephone calls away. She is
facing the growing internal
feuds. not to mention the dan-
gling charge sheet of corrup-
tion. inefficiency, favoritism,
and a perceptible economic de-
cline. But more vehement is the
Eruwin fear of a near-total

reak down of law and order---
all such aﬂe%_almuns are spring-
ing across the political spec-
trum. [30 per cent of the respon-
dents in that survey felt that the

vernment had failed to main-
ain law and order]. Faced with
such an array of cdds, one obvi-
ous rational choice for the rul-

are

nity to the office of the Prime
Minister by calling off the re-
ated personal attacks on the
ader of the Opposition that
has brought rebuke from all ex-
cept the diehard partisans on
her (Hasina's) side. She must
withdraw all the politically
motivated cases against the op-
ition leaders as well as their
oot soldiers. Unless there are
proven cases, the political pris-
oners should be set free. There
is no other way to restore confi-
dence of the opposition, and no
dialogue can bridge the two
sides until that happens! To in-
vite the opposition for talks,
and then to insult its highest
leader on the floor of the Sang-
shad is a cruel joke that has an-
gered Khaleda Zia and disap-
Egint:d the public. The Awami
ague bigwigs are still delu-
sional---it is convoluting their
political thinking, and holding
them back from rational dis-
cretion. Their victory after the
21-year hiatus, has, instead of
humilily, created a sense of in-
vincibility on their part, and
until that is overcome. Hasina
would not meet with Khaleda
Zia (or with other opposition
leaders) as equals. Rational
preferences would not prevail
as long as the Awami League
overrates ils own capacity and
underestimates its rival's abil-
ity to challenge.
However, the rational choos-

government’s resignation. But
the party in power alone can
take the initiative for an earlier
election although it may refuse
to do so until the government
suffers a legislative vote of no-
confidence for which there is.
realistically speaking, little
ossibility. While the Awami
‘ague can seek protection be-
hind the legal fences for con-
tinuing in office, it is not un-
recedented in a Westminster
orm of government that the
cabinet resigns earlier than the
scheduled time. Numerous
countries with parliamentary
forms of government hold elec-
tions, if political reasons de-
mand so, way before the end of
the mandated term. This hap-
pened in Japan--whenever
there was any major political
crisis, the government sought
fresh mandate from the elec-
torate.
rlz‘yﬂf;ple are waﬁi&g both the
pa I power eo si-
tion. The use of its annegF:.:p-
porters to break up hartals has
catapulted the Awami League
government into the perilous
path of dealing with the dis-
senters., Since the AL came to
power in 1996, the BNP sup-
porters were snuffed out from
the University dormitories---it
was designed to eliminate the
opposition support base. But the
opposition has been able to re-
group, and the intermittent

However, this is not to condone snail's pace at which imple- | .ctive against the f next year or later, will become a  yith f h all f and in th= main streets of

A purveyors o , support from the smaller ed up mood. [50 per cent of the violence, and many of its
mentation has plodded along. What we are p trying to | irrationalism in democratic ~eferendum on Hasina's per-  groups will be the only rational  interviewees thought that the  porters have been charged with| naka SHLy W the STl
build is the fact that tive attitude h tters | politics. ormance, and she realizes that  gption. With that prospect in  government had failed in creat- terrorist activities. But the op- _Pposition has no right to e:ert

up on a positive a can help ma _ i o chall th OP-  wviol to enf
like no else will But how much of the deftly in a performance enge, the  sijght, the political mercury of ing more employment]. But the position has denied such accu- h ence to orce hartal, the
: fashioned rational choice ar- Party in power is always at the small groups, including'the worst of all, the petrified sations. Except the extraordi- charity should begin with the
In fa.Ct, e dual pl"Dblem of llI'l]'l'EI'pflﬂ attitude and M.ﬂ has uments are relevant to some disadvan e. Does it in'. leftist parties, is rising. There is Awami League government may nary reasons for such action ru].lng party---it should re-
dogged the implementation process from the Itis a angladesh where protracted dicate that Sheikh Hasina is'— nothing inherently wrong with  succumb to the instinct of bru-  hartal should be put on hold. Ir- ?traln its armed upholders
pity that far from being celebrative of the first birth anniversary | unrest, partisan caco hony, worried about the perceived 3 cpalition government except talizing the opposition with responsible statements like rom .chasing ‘the civilian
of the peace agreement, the PCJSS observed the occasion on a | - Mud-siinging, alleged election Public S1ey) Some concer o are  the shaky nature of it. Such even more pressure. Not a ra-  “dragging down the govern. Fer ﬁﬂf‘;ﬁt"nji:g‘:ﬁ‘;‘; e
fraud and irreconcilable dead- . warn stargazing on the politica tional move at all---it may have ment” do not help t -
discordant note not in the capital city, as planned by the gov- | |ock are the hallmark of poli- least publicly) to have a dia- hnrignn is surely contingent disastrous cnnaequ:nceg! Yet tion pﬂstur:'c:}. Af]pclav:l::':ttn ngri- Toves Me Sameway: above
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anniversary has also passed off on a low key, both sides having politicians worry if the voters the time for a parley may be  ywithout which the voters can- tirely bleak if both the opposi- down” only through an election. :nrkltuwards peaceful and ra-
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Regional Council cannot be critical of the accord he had signed | leased in Bangladesh. 1 am also  ©f conflicts. non-partisan observers per- concessions to each other. tion. The JP and the Jamaat “:, nd their respective armed
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mutually beneficial voice?

It's clear that the ruling
party wants to use the new Up-
azilas (and the municipal cor-
porations) as their staging
points in the next parliamen-
tary election. If the opposition
campaign continues against the
ruling party, no more than a
small percentage of the voters
will possibly show up at the lo-
cal government polls, and if the
BNP-led opposition alliance
wins, the new me will, most
likely, order fresh polls for the
Upazilas (and the 4 municipal
corporations). Local govern-
ment institutions cannot upset
the overwhelming trend of na-
tional politics! So the realistic
option for Sheikh Hasina is to
suspend the local elections until
the next general election.

Rational choices give politi-
cal groups. in victory as well as
in crisis, some traction and
purpose. If the Bangladeshi
politicians are not energized
with better reasoning, do they
want the nation pulverized, and
on the brink of a civil war,
again by a violent confronta-
tion between the ruling party
and the opposition? The bﬁz:t
rational compass to gaze is the
future! |

The author teaches Political
Science at Rowan University,
Glassboro, New Jersey. |
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misgivings about—the strong

Parliament or Paltan?

Sir, The leader of the opposition often com-
plains that she and her party are not allowed to
speak in the parliament. This assertion
comes very handy as an excuse for her party
to take to the streets to fight for people’s rights.
On the contrary what we observe on the TV
telecast is her rear presence, her party's
walk-out and all sorts of indisciplined behaviour
in the parliament. We did not have the good for-
tune of seeing her presence and taking part in
debates in the parliament so much as we saw her
1thh: public meetings even when she was the
PM.

The capable deputy leader ran the show
for her and now it seems he is virtually the
leader of the opposition in for all practical pur-
poses. We also know of her refusal to participate
in a nationwide question and answer pro-
gramme. Here too the deputy leader saved the
day for her.

People elect MPs to take part in the delibera-
tions in the parliament and not for agitational
activities on the streets. Should we accept
Paltan as a substitute for the parliament?

A Latif
Dhaka

Traﬂc death of cadets
Sir, On behalf of all the ex-cadets of
Bangladesh | mourn the death of two cadets of
Sylhet Cadet College. It is indeed a great loss,
Our country lost two of its golden boys. Death of
these cadets raises some questions among the
ex-cadets. Was it necessary to make them pull a
{aller;- by the most junior batch of the cadet col-
ege

As an ex-cadet as far as [ know, a cadet col-
lege is solvent enough to hire a roller from out-
side and there are enough groundsmen to do the
job. This is the most unfortunate thing ever hap-
pened in the history of cadet colleges. The
Governing Body should take severe steps against
those who are responsible for these tragic

deaths.
Mir Awal Khademur Rahman
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

“PM Insults Herself”

Sir, I read the editorial on Novemnber 11, 1999
captioned "PM Insults Herself.” This is not the
first time that her aspersive expressions have
come under thoughtful criticism. In fact, there
are a number of weeklies and dailies which not
very infrequently publish their repulsions on

such issue. Surprisingly they seem to fall on deaf
ears.

One therefore can reasonably assume that
these reports are carefully kept away from
the PM’'s knowledge by those who are paid
to keep her informed of everything which also
concerns her image..But the PM should certain-
ly know how others at home and abroad feel
about her maturity as expressed in her utter-

ances. )
M Akhand
6/12 Pisciculture Ho

Dhaka-12

- hWhat LDCs need

I, the LDCs, while thinking about global
trade, should have a common stand on dut%lfm':
access for their products to developed markets,
free flow of manpower and withdrawal of non-tar-
iff barriers. Besides, LDCs should not compro-
mise trade with environment, society and ecolo-
£y. These also are barriers in disguise to the eco-
nomic development of LDCs.

Bangladesh as a coordinator for 48 LDCs
may take the lead on these issues.

e

clearly

Alternative higher education

Sir. The BBA admission test was held on 26th
November. For each seat, there were 90 stu-
dents. This is enough to explain the admission
crisis in our country. Of course, the BBA pro-
gramme is only for extraordinary students.

ain, not only in the IBA, but also in other fields
of higher education it is the same. So, the alter-
native wa_]{s of higher education should be con-
sidered. The ways include —

Chartered Accountancy (CA) in the ICAB.

Cost and Management Accountancy (CMA) in
the ICMAB.

Charter Secretaries and Managers study in
the ICSMB.

Computer Studies in the Youth Development
Centres.

Professional courses in Bangladesh Open
University. .

Textile Engineering in the Textile Institutes.

Marine Engineering in Marine Academy. etc.

For these, one requires to become at least a
graduate.

The admission crisis will then be abated at
least a bit if students and their guardians
become interested in these courses, not waiting
for only Medical Colleges, BUET and University.

Md Zahirul Islam
Dhaka

Labour unions

Sir, The politiclans know about it, pbut they do
not do anything about it — taming the labour
unions. The CBAs should mind their (labour) own
demarcated responsibilities and duties, and
leave politics to the politicians; but politics is one
profession where the non-professionals have to be
involved to get the system going. In new nations try-
ing to grow up, the adolescent period is stretched
longer, due to the inability to resist temptation —
trying to ‘develop’ too fast, without the proper qual-
ification, experience, knowledge and maturity —
and the right motivation (check up on the higher
agendas).

The country cannot take-off industrially and
economically (7 per cent growth rate] unless
the trade and labour unions are tamed and
neutralised. The union leaders are the chained vic-
tims of the political leaders, and not the other way
round (don't patronise me, and I shrink). The lip-
service of the political leaders is a sham — they
depend so heavily on two sectors: the students and
the organised labour unions. The secret is in the
term ‘organised’ — few activities are organised in
the LDCs.

The crafty politicians know how to sidetrack
their weaknesses. Our press is getting bolder
and bolder, but 90 per cent of the families cannot
afford to buy or have access to newspapers — the
newspapers are read by those citizens whose
awareness level is high. The ‘ears and eyes’ media
(radio/TV) is hijacked by every regime and kept in
the closet. A clever move in the LDCs where the
print media cannot reach the vast majority of the
citizens. !

The politicians have recruiting problems —
where to get the political workers and activists. The
healthy development of a nation cannot be com-
promised to solve the phasing problems of the polit-
ical parties. The Chittagong and Mongla ports are
highly sensitive spots. To diffuse the situation,
more ports may be opened as the demand and
wor are But how the politicians
gﬁmmmat : mdtﬂﬂgmwuldnnthe

of their
political work during period

Only a sustainable middle-class can develop
and maintain politics and ensure its quality con-
trol. This class can think, analyse, and point out

— an essential tool for petting democracy.

Need for a Dialogue at the WTO

CONOMISTS are famous —
~{ . and often mocked at —for |
< disagreeing| amaong |
theihselves. but there is a fairly| |sickening and crippl

solid’ consensus among even

this, notoriously disunited:

group that free trade is the best
way Lo promote prosperity
around the world. Economic
policy, however, is not made in

" a vacuum, it operates in a

olitical context, and the World

ade Organisation (WTO) needs
to take greater notice of that
inconvenient but undeniable
fact.

The first two days of the
WTO's meetings in Seattle has
been disrupted and overshad-
owed by the noisy, and some-
times violent, protests of
demonstrators from more than
eight hundred organisations
around the world. |

The protesters are a diverse
lot, ranging from well-known
groups such as the US labour
union AFL-CIO to relatively ob-
scure organisations such as the
Raging Grannies. But they are
united by a deeply felt
grievance: whatever its theoret-
ical virtues may be, free trade is

(ERINE R0

Ing work-
ers inpunsafe working condi-.
tionse exploiting the poor, pol-
luting the environment, forci
children to perform back- an
soul-breaking labour and creat-
ing many other problems.

Some of these complaints
are obviously overstated. If
workers in impoverished coun-
tries in Asia and Alrica can't
sell what they make because
would-be importers erect trade
barriers, they may lose their

.FEQ-_THEH’S why {he benefits of , want to join the WTO! ' ' 1©

ree trade are real, not just the-
oretical, and the protesters who
ignore them are also ignoring
millions of people who. without
free trade, would not have jobs.
Mike Moore, the WTO's di-
rector general, makes a good
point: 50.000 people may turn
out in the streets of Seattle to
condemn the WTO, but more
than one billion other people in
more than thirty countries

Dr. A. R. Chowdhury writes from Wisconsin, USA
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Nevertheless, it is unrealis-
tic and ultimately impossible to
ignore the strong and agpar-
ently growing worldwide back-
lash against free trade and
against global trading and lend-
ing organisations such as the

O and the International
Monetary Fund.

There is a broad consensus
in academia, non-governmen-
tal groups and many interna-

If the backlash against WT'O continues to grow, free trade

won’t be politically supported, or even tolerated, in many

countries. Thus more aggressive steps need to be taken to
preserve the environment and protect workers’ rights, either
by the WTO or by organisations more specifically tailored to

reach these objectives.

tional bodies that the WTO Has
so far failed to deliver promised
benefits to most de

countries. WTO rules havealso |
been used to challenge. or
weaken, international and na-

tional environmental ‘ and
health legislation. 2l
Without condoning the vio-

lence perpetrated in Seattle by a
small ﬁrnup of agitators, it :
be said that the protesters di
have some legitimate concerns.
These concerns need mature de-
bate. They cannot be brushed
aside by fears that honest djs-
cussion will destroy the ‘fragile’
WTO. Brushing aside these con-
cerns may lead to a withdrawal .
of public support from the insti-’
tution. -

There is a practical reason
for this; if the backlash against
WTO continues to grow, free
trade won't be politically sup-
ported, or even tolerated, in
many countries. Thus more ag-
gressive steps need to be taken
to dpr::scnrt the environment
and protect workers’ rights. ei-
ther by the WTO or by organisa-
tions more sp:ciﬁcaﬁy tailored
to reach these objectives.

OPINION

HE Daily Star in its recent

editions published two

write-ups titled 'An Open
Letter to the Leader of the
Opposition" (November 19,
1999) and 'Open Letter. Closed
Mind' (November 26, 1999) —
the former was written by Dr
Mozamel H Khan, an expatriate
Bangladeshi currently living in
Canada, and the latter by Mr
Mohammad Badrul Ahsan, a
banker in Bangladesh.

Dr Khan's article exposes the
political pitfalls of the ongoing
anti-government movement
launched by BNP and its allies.
The writer, in the true vein of
the speaker of a Browningesque
monologue, speaks of his utter
an%]uish and frustration, albeit
with political undertones, over
the current economic and polit-
ical mayhem being perpetrated
in the country in tll"::e name of
politics. Helpless to provide a
cure but unwilling to remain
mum over the prevailing state
of affairs, the writer, like many
of his expatriate compatriots
who are fortunate enough to
witness the workings and effi-
cacy of majestic democracy in
their respective adopted land,
desperately attempts to bring
sanity in our politicians whose
craze for power goes unabated
even at the spectacle of immea-
surable human sufferings.

A political track, this write-
up has little option but to im-
pute the current political im-
passe plaguing th= _suntry to
the failures of our politicos, and
while in the light of the pre-
vailing political imbroglio the
BNP-le opposition alliance
has reasons to bear most of the
blame, the writer seems not to
ignore this fact. The party in
power has not been spared, ei-
ther. While at times the writer's
monologic treatment of the sub-
ject becomes enmeshed in his
subjective self, he makes the
whole nation's political
predicaments and economic

woes of the current moment
paramount. While our self-

seeking politicians orchestrate
orgy ol destruction and may-

“hem, the whole populace of the

country, held captive to our bel-
licose and eccentric politi-
cians, seem to writhe at the suf-
ferings and sacrifice of an in-
nocent housewife like Rina Be-
gum. This discernible humani-
tarian side and appeal of this
tract is sure to strike the read-
er's sensitive chord.

Splashed with practical ex-
amples of how democracy gets
the nod in similar political or-
deals which our country is cur-
rently underguitﬁg. this article
has much to offer our politi-
cians to behave themselves (n
the greater interest of the na-
tion. The Mulroney-saga. that
unfolded in Canada a few years
back and later took natural
democratic course, should act
as an eﬁtrnpener for our leaders

1

on both sides of the political
fence. Pragmatic licles to-
wards our big neighbour, India,

can help us reap the harvest of
economic benefits the same way
Canada is benefiting from the
USA.

In his article, Mr Ahsan is
highly critical of Dr Khan's
views. Clothed in linguistic
sophistry and shielded by mis-
placed historical allusions and
anecdotes. his article is self-de-
feating in that its attempt to
portray Dr Khan as partisan
ends up exposing the author's
arraying with the Leader of the
Opposition. Besides, the very
logic he uses to defend the Oppo-
sition Leader’s current destruc-
tive politics of hartals and
stoppages appears to be falla-
cious. e writer seems to be
vulnerable in his argument that
what Khaleda Zia is resorting to
in the name of politics is being
done under the ts and a H-
cence legitimated her politi-
cal opponent while she was in
the opposition camp: "If the

present opposition has taken to
the streets and is threatening to
unseat the government, it's
only the repetition of what this
government had done to this
opposition when it was in the
opposition and this opposition
was in the government. ..., If
this leader of the opposition
has been pilin hanaﬁ’a upon
hartals on the fragile economy,
the previous opposition leader
had not done less than this."
While the argument looks
sound, the fallacious nature of
the conclusion deduced is evi-
dent even to a novice of Logic.
The writer appears to turn a
blind eye to the vital appeal Dr
Khan makes in his article.
Politicians with real creden-
tials and genuine missions to
serve the people cash on their
opponents’ political lapses and

misdoings to mould and refur-
bish their pro-people policies,
but not to unleash on their peo-

Hle the same sufferings as in-
icted by their opponents.
Politicians, who hunger for
power and whose main motives
are political vendetta, are
more inclined to repeat de-
structive uses of their oppo-
nents’' lapses. Besides, il Dr
Khan has chosen to keep his de-

liberation limited to the politi-
cal turmoil that has been raging
the country for the last three
and a half years, he
done so on the basis of his per-
sonal anguish at the destruc-
tion politics has been inflicting
on our nation; that does not ex-
clude a:ér such destructions
committed b liticians of an

other hue. lg}upq .
virulent In accusin
being
fathom the destructive aspects
[in termms of

y have

le Mr Ahsan is
Dr Khan of
partisan, he fails to
loss of life and
roperty as well as human suf-
erings) of negative politics un-

der whose 11 the coun is
Tty Foetng. i

The writer's crypticall

written article littered wit

- through his thought

witty aphorisms is nothing
more than a veiled attack on
some historically settled issues
only kept at abeyance for a
while by vested groups in the
post-1975 period. By using in-
nuendos and historical allu-
sions. the writer has either
tried to justify the past happen-
ings that had cast the nation
into abysmal political uncer-
tainty or to predict repetition of
such incidents in the future. He
is partially right when he says
that “politics is ultimately the
calculus of public sentiments
when a leader can bring expo-’
nential growth in pugularity
and action.
The reverse is also true in equal
intensity”. While many regimes
have fallen and risen in the dic-
tate of this historical dictum, it
is not always applicable across
the board to politicians with
real cause. While it may be true
of dictators like Ayub Khan,
Marcos and their likes, the
same has not happened to the
likes of Gandhi, Nehru, Lin-
coln, Mandela; and some of our

national personalities, because
of their unalloyed triotism,
are guaranteed to exempt

from such whims and aberra-
tion of history. Any attempt to
belittle the contribution of a
personality that had made
supreme sacrifice for the libera-
tion of this country on the
wholesale application of Lock-
e's political theory that “there
is little that is original™ does
not outright fit our national
history. To backdate the aspira-
tion for our national entity to
the mythical days Sirajoddowl-
lah is nothing but a deliberate
and nostalgic lnnFlng to sub-
sume our national history un-
der vagueness.

The writer's erudition fails
to hide his desperation to por-
tray the ruling party as the vil-
lain of all misdoings in the cur-

_rent clouded political climate.

Open Mind, Stunted Vision!

By Mijanur Rahman

While he fails to pinpoint op-
osition’s evil design to dis-
odge the elected government
through destructive and un-

democratic means, he seems to
be more at ease with spinning
the same old cliché-ridden sfo-
ries: the ruling party's attemrpt
to monopolise power and pa-
triotism: its so-called design to
impose dynastic rule in the
country; its imagined plan to
hang on to power when it has
lost touch with the people. His
misdirected comparison of the
ruling party with post-1947
Muslim League does not sit well
with the current political reali-
ties of Bangladesh. The former's
election tictory in 1996 belies
his claim. |
As Mr Ahsan quotes Richard
Aldington, “patriotism is the
lively sense of collective re-
sponsibility”™; however, it is
true of a nation whose members
unite to gain it and remain
united to protect it. It naturally
excludes those who found or
still find it hard to stomach our
historical entity. While politics
is a matter of sentiments that
fluctuate, national history de-
rives its entity from a single
and inalienable root. It cannot
be cut to order or alter to fit
anyone's taste and antic. Pa-
triotism is not anybody's
monopoely, nor is it within any
party's right to deny it to those
who deserve it. The events of the
period spanning from 1975 to
1996 bear testimony to the fact
that proper justice was not done
to many ol those who made
enormous contribution to the
creation of this nation. Let us
judge events in their truest his-
torical perspective; a stunted
look at history will put our na-
tional entity at further jeop-

ardy.

The author is a PhD student
at Monash University, Mel-
bourne, Australia.



