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Italian Cup

Bologna put
Inter on the
back foot

MILAN, Dec 1: Inter Milan
faced a tricky return match in
Bologna after their narrow 2-1
Italian Cup third round, first
leg, win on Tuesday, reports
Reuters.

Inter led in the 10th minute
when Alvaro Recoba put
Grigorios Georgatos through on
goal and the Greek wing-back's
chip over Gianluca Pagliuca
went in off the post.

The tally doubled in the 36th
minute when Pagliuca parried a
shot from Javier Zanetti but
Bologna defender Massimo
Tarantino made a hash of a
header clear, allowing Zanetti
to tap home from close range.

Inter appeared to be cruising
home until 10 minutes from
time when Italy under-21 in-
ternational Nicola Ventola rose
well to head home the vital
away goal against his former
club from a corner by Pierre
Wome.

Indonesian GM
plays longest
game

JAKARTA, Dec 1: Indonesian
Grand Master Utut Adianto
broke the world record g)la)ring
a marathon 28.5-hour
simultant, chess game against
833 players in Surabaya, capi-
tal of Indonesia's ‘East Java
province, reports Xinhua.

Utut broke the world record
playing for two days, totaling
28.5 hours, non stop at Taman
Surya in Surabaya on Sunday:.

He recorded 637 wins, 185
draws and 11 defeats.

Utut's record outpassed Bo-
jan Kurajica of Yugoslavia who

layed against 666 players. The
ongest time record is held by
Swedish UlfAnderson who
played for 26 hours,

But Utut said that he does
not want to pla@ny more si-
multant games ause he felt
tried afterward.

"Should there be an offer for
me to play another simultant
game, | certainly will refuse it. |
am already fed up play'lng long
games,” Utut was quoted by the
Jakarta Post Wednesday as say-
ing

He added that it would be the
last time he would play a simul-

tant game.
e game is too much for

me because | have to force m
brain to play for 28.5 hours.
didn't have any s]c:dp through-
out the play,” he said.

Coach Imam Buchori said
that Utut could have played 30
hours but Utut was offered by
the organizer to accept draws
against 130 players.

"Utut had to obey to the rules
and only played 28.5 hours,”
Imam said.

Soeprapto, chairman of the
EastisJava office of-the.Indone:
slan Chess Federation,  said
that Utut's success would be put
in the Indonesian Record Mu-
seum and that it would be pro-
posed to the Guinness Book of
records to obtain acknowledg-
ment as a world record.
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DFEB's incentive

BERLIN, Dec 1: Germany's
players will receive 150,000
marks (77,160 dollars) each If
they retain their crown at next
year's European Championshi
linals, the German Footba
Federation (DFB) said on
Tuesday. reports Reuters.

Every player will get 65,000
marks if the team reach the
quarter-finals, 100,000 for a
semifinal appearance and
125.000 if they lose in the final.
They will not get anything if
Germany fail to get past the

The finals are in Belgium
and the Netherlands from June
10 until July 2.

Ayala still
hopes to get
title shot

LOS ANGELES, Dec 1: When
Tony ﬁ_;yala Jr, was convicted of
rape 17 years ago, he was one of
boxing's most promising young
fighters, on the verge of getting
a title shot. reports AP.

Now. at age 36, after serving
a 16-year prison sentence, he
still hopes to become a cham-
pion.

Ayala can move one step
closer to that goal on Dec 11,
when he faces Tony Menefee in
a 10-round middleweight bout
in his hometown of San Anto-
nio.

"Every day | wake up and
know that it's another great day
because I'm free.” sald Ayala,
the top-ranked middleweight
contender at age 19 when he
went to prison. "No locked
dn-fl?. “?:ad on the windows:;
nothing can happen to me,
whether it's in a boxing or
in my personal life, as iong as
I'm a free man.”

Ayala, 24-0 with 22 knock-
outs has stopped his only two
opponents since released
from prison last summer.

Menefee, of Lincoln., Ne-
braska. figures to be a much

er foe.

e Menefee fight is like a
world championship fight to
me,” Ayala said. "At this
of my life, people aren't
going to tolerate many losses.”

ﬁgnla hopes a victory over
the 27-year-old Menefee, 64-6
with 36 knockouts, will be
enough to command r and
ultimately get him fights
against ranked o Ezu:ntu.

Ayala r:aliz:sp has some-
thing in common with Mike

. Both served prison time

er being convicted of rape.
But Ayala believes he looks at
life differently than the former

heavyweight champion.
"Mike n is a jerk." Ay-
ala said. "Four

years in jail, and
dirs 100 million in ) . and
he cries to the wo that he's
misunderstood.”

Rolnaldo out for four/five months

ter won't rush star striker

MILAN, Dec
|(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Ronaldo is to
be told by his In-
ter Milan club
president Mas-
simo Moratti to take his time
recovering from the knee
operation he underwent on
Tuesday.

When the Brazil striker fi-
nally returns. the Italian Serie
A team'’s coach Marcello Lippi
is hoping he will have a "com-
pletely new player".

Staff at the Pitie Salpetriere
hospital in Paris where
Ronaldo had surgery on a dam-
aged knee tendon said the
player would need four to five
months rest and recuperation.

Inter had previously said
they believed Ronaldo would
need only a maximium of three
months to recover, but Moratti
sald they would not rush him
back into action.

"As soon as | speak to him I
will tell him not to hurry things
and just to concentrate on the
best possible recovery,” Moratti
told the daily Gazzetta dello
Sport on Wednesday.

Moratti said there was no
dispute over the amount of time
Ronaldo was expected be out. "]
think it is not only prudent but
intelligent to give the maxim-
ium amount of time necessary
for recovery.

"It doesn't worry me, it is
fundemental that Ronaldo will
be feeling very good when he
returns,"Moratti added.

Ronaldo suffered the latest
in a series of injury setbacks in
Inter's 6-0 Serie A win over
Lecce on November 21. He
twisted his right leg and par-
tially ruptured his knee cap
tendon after catching his foot
in a divot on the rain-soaked
San Siro pitch.

The Brazilian has been
hampered by knee problems
over the past two seasons and
never recaptured the breathtak-
ing formn he showed during his
first season in Italy in 1997-98,
following his move from
Barcelona.

Liﬁpi says the operation and
C

1

do's fitness problems.

"I hope this is the final act of
this year and a half of suffering.
The operation should have fi-
nally resolved everything, we
hope to have a completely new
player at the end of his recov-
ery.” he said.

Ronaldo played only 11 full
matches for Inter last season
and has played for 90 minutes
in only two of the club's 11
games this season.

Moratti said Inter would not
be going into the transfer mar-
ket to find a replacement for the
Brazilian as he believes they

have ennu‘ﬁh Sirf[:FKh in depth
to cope with Ronaldo's absence,

Lippi has relied on Chilean
Ivan Zamorano to partner
Christian Vieri in attack for
most of this season but has
Roberto Baggio and Alvaro Re-
coba as cover,

In addition, Romanian
striker Adrian Mutu is to com-
lete his move from Dinamo
ucharest to Inter when the
Italian transfer "window” opens
on January 4. after an agree-
ment was reached on a deal last
week.
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SAME OLD PAINFUL ROUTINE: An AFP file photo of

Inter Milan superstar Ronaldo going through a
rehabilitation programme after a knee surgery in 1998.
Ronaldo underwent another knee operation in Paris on
November 30 and will start a rehabilitatign routine

shortly, "

English League Cup

ro show Gunners the door

lay-oll could finally end Ronal-

a4 LONDON, Dec
i | (Reuters/Inter-

net): Middles-

brough dumped

N Arsenal out of the
2=z English League
Cup 3-1 on penalities on Tuesda
while West Ham Unite

squeezed into the quarter-

finals thanks to a last minute
winner by teenager Joe Caie.
“ Prend¢h international
striker Thierry Henry was both
hero and viliain for Arsenal,
scoring his side's first half
equaliser before conceding a
enalty with an 83rd minute
andball that threw Boro a
lifeline.

Colombian Hamilton Ri-
card. who had put the home side
ahead in the seventh minute,
converted the penalty that can-
celled out Davor Suker's 80th

South African
soccer boss
arrested

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 1: Joe
Ndhlela, South Africa's profes-
sional football boss, was ar-
rested Tuesday for fraud and
corruption in his previous job
involving about one million
and (160,000 dollars), reports
Xinhua.

The 44-year-old Ndhlela was
later released on bail after be-
ing charged with five counts of
fraud and corruption allegedly
carried out while he was a direc-
tor at the national transport
company Transnet over two

years a%n*

Ndhlela has headed the
Premier Soccer League (PSL)
since January. The PSL runs
the 18-club national champi-
onship.

Arsenal's Croatian supe

minute goal.

The score stayed locked at 2-
2 after extra time before Mid-
dlesbrough won the penalty
shoot-out 3-1.

Paul Gascoigne scored the
final spot kick for Middles-
brough after Arsenal's Nelson
Vivas had his shot saved by
Australian goalkeeper Mark
Schwarzer and Brazilian de-
fender  &ilvinho tompletely

missed 'theUmark. Arsenal's '

Matthew Upson then had his
final effort saved.

The result was some revenge
for Arsenal's 5-1 thrashing of
Middlesbrough in the premier
league this month and left Boro
among the favourites in 2 com-
petition already without
Manchester United, Chelsea
and Liv 1.

West Ham United staged a
late fightback and beat First
Division Birmingham City 3-2
T Lfa.ﬂia'i.; 21,

Faul Kitson graboed an 87th
minute equaliser in a goal-
mouth scramble and midfielder
Cole then =cored his first goal
for the club off a cross from
Paolo di Canio in the last
minute,

Trevor Sinclair also had the
ball in the net for West Ham in
the 76th but was ruled offside
and Birmingham goalkeeper
Kevin Poole made a great diving
save [rom Frank Lampard. .

"When he made that save |
really thought it was curtains

and we weren't ﬁo;{ng to beat
manager

them.” said West
Ha Redknapp. "I really

couldn't see the §oal comi

Di Canio's old club Shl;-ﬁ:lcld
Wednesday went out 1-Q at
Bolton Wanderers after Bclgan
Gilles de Bilde missed an 82nd
minute alty.

Wimbledon reached the last
eight by beating Huddersfield
Town 2-1 after extra time. Ja-

Cup match at Middlesbrough on November 30.

son Euel] headed the winner,

Holders Tottenham Hotspur
play First Division Fulham on
Wednesday,

In the F.A. Cup. third divi-
sion Hull beat minor league
Hayes 3-2 after extra time in
their second round replay to set
up a lucrative home clash with
Chelsea. ¢
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TEura 2000
Volunteers
in demand

BRUSSELS, Dec 1: Evao 2000
organisers launched a cam-
paign on . Tuesday to recruit

3.200 volunteers over the
internet to help next suimmer's
wurnamerit run smoothly, re-
162 Us Feuiters,

The volunieors, who will pe
drawn mainly from the two
host nations Belgium and the
Netherlands, will be selected
and trained by an employment
agency which has set up two
special websites.

Eureo 2000 said in a slate-
ment they were looking for 400
volunteers to work as drivers,
parking attendants, hostesses
and accreditation assistanis in
each of the eight host cities.

But dedicated soccer fans
should think twice before ap-
plying.

“The chance of volunteers
bzg%g able to walch the Euro

matches is not great.” the
organisers cautioned. "They are
part of the operational organi-
sation and this will be running
at full speed around and during
matches.”

The webslte addresses are:
hitp:/ /euro2000.adecco.be and
htip:/ feuro2000.adecco.nl.

r-striker Davor Suker (C) trying to take control of the ball while
Middlesbrough defender Steve Vickers puts pressure on him during their English League

— AFP photo
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Durand Cup soccer
JCT, Bagan

111 S€MmiS

NEW DELHI, Dec 1: Former
champions JCT, Phagwara,
outclassed Bhutan XI 3-0 while
IFA Shield winners Mohun
Bagan beat Army XI by a soli-
tary goal as the two clinched the
two remaining semifinal spots
in the Durand Cup football
tournament here yesterday. re-
ports PTI.

Hardeep Saini struck in the
45th and 55th minutes of the
group a quarterfinal clash and
substitute Jaswant Singh com-
pleted the tally in the 67th
minute to give JCT a comfort-
able victory at the Ambedkar
Stadium here.

JCT take on favourites East
Bengal in the first semifinal to-
day while Bagan will face
Rovers Cup winners Salgaocar
Club, Goa, in the second tomor-
row,

Forward Abdul Khalique
headed in a fine goal in the 36th
minute off a superb cross by
right half James Singh for
Bagan in a lackluster up D
encounter in which both teams
earned a number of chances but
failed to convert.

The Bagan team, which won
the IFA shield on Friday, was
sluggish and clearly out of sorts
playing its third match in five
days. But the former champions
had enough resources even on
an off day to quell the challenge
of the Armymen.

JCT, who have won the pres-
ligious tournament five times.
controlled the match through-
out and could have won by a
bigger margin but its forwards
missed chances galore.,

JCT's comfortable victory
over Bhutan XI ended the slen-
der hopes of holders Mahindra
and Mahindra., hoping for an
upset victory for the Bhutanese
team after they were beaten 2-1

by the Milimen in their lea
match. e

‘Casiraghi has
surgery again

BOLOGNA, Italy, Dec 1:
Chelsea's Italian striker
Pierluigi Casiraghi underwent a
further operation on his right
knee on Tuesday. reports
Reuters.

The former Italy interna-
tional, who has not played for
more than a year, had the

] ry at a clinic in Bologna.
“The operation was to clean
away scar tissue on the right
knee. It lasted little more than
an hour,” said Maurilio
Marcacci, the surgeon who per-
formed the operation.

"He will need to stay at the
clinic for a few more days. I'm
not in a position to say when he
will be able to play again,
largely because his knee is not
the only problem. He also has a
foot injul;y.

"Hopelully though, this is
the last operation on his knee."
. Casiraghi tore knee liga-
nents an n

ollision with Wes Harnﬁ
oalkeeper Shaka Hislp, _i%_
November 1998 and has had '3
least eight operations since.

Once one of Italy's top strik-
ers, he spent nine seasons at
Juventus and Lazio before mov-
ing to London last year.
Hagi operated on

BUCHAREST. Dec 1:
Romanian soccer captain
Ghexrghe Hal had knee surgery
on Tuesday, pccordang to his
agent, reports Reuters,

"A small cyst was removed
from Hagi's ri_g}:}: knee." loan
Becall said. e operation,
which took no more than half
an hour, was successful and
Hagi 1s now feeling well.”

¢ 34-year-old is also cap-
tain of his Turkish club side
Galatasaray. Becall said he
should be fit to play again in a
week's time.
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WC men's v'ball
*

Russia alone

atop

TOKYO, Dec 1: European sil-
ver medalist and 1991 World
Cup champions Russia beat
Cuba 25-15, 25-23. 25-18 and
moved into first place with an
8-1 record on Tuesday with two
maiches left in the 12-nation

ien's volleybali World Cup
round-robin tournament, re-
ports AP,

Cuba, Italy and the United
States were tied at 7-2. but Cuba
staind second, triple champion
italy are third and the United
States fourth on the basis of
sets won and lost.

The top three finishers in
this tournament qualify for the
Svaney Olympics,

Playing in Tckyo's Yoyogi
gymnasium, I[gor Coulepov
acored 15 attack points and
Alexel Kazakov had 13 block

points to help Russia beat Cuba
in one hour and four minutes.

ftaly, led by
Bernardl's 21 points, over-
whelmed Japan 25-19, 25-18.
25-12. Japanm is 3-6.

Brazil, a bronze medalist in
the 1995 World Cup, led by Max
Pereira's 19 points, beat Spain
25-18, 20-25, 25-17, 25-20 in
one hour and 34 minutes.

Brazil are 5-4 and Spain 6-3.

At Tokyo's Komazawa Gym-
nasium, the United States, the
1984 and 1988 Glyrn;:ic cham-
g‘lgun. peat Argentina 25-23, 25-

. 38-38.

The third set was a real
thriller with the South Ameri-
cans leading 23-20, before the
United States came back. When
Argentina missed out on eight
set points, the United States
took the sixth chance to win the
match.

"We were a little bit out of our
rhythm after a day off, but the
team fought very hard.” said
American coach Doug Beal.

Argentina are 2-7.

Canada. led by Steve
Brinkman's 17 points, beat
winless Tunisia 25-18, 25-17.
25-20 for its fourth victory
against five defeats.

South Korea beat Asian
champion China 25-22, 25-17,
25-19.

Lorenzo’

.

- . e

Belgian soccer legend Enzo Scifo (R) speaks with Belgian sport reporter Lucien Gallinela

_ SpOl"t e The Burily Star 15

(L) before a news conference in Brussels on November 30. Gallinela is the author of a book
named "My Real Story", relating Scifo's career.

— AFP photo
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SYDNEY, Dec 1|
(Reuters): Despite
victories already
in -the rugby.
cricket and net-
ball World Cups,

®

nothing would satisfy the insa-
tiable appetite of the Australian
sporting public more than to

win the Davis in its

centennial year.

Cup

Australian teams have
shone over the past 12 months
and the country's top individu-
als have claimed world titles in
dozens of different sports from
athletics, swimming and surf-
ing to Alpine skiing and tenpin
bowling.

But the Davis Cup is a tour-
nament close to Australian
hearts, not just because of the
great success the nation has
enjoyed over the past century
but aiso because of the history
and value attached to the 100-
year-old men's team event.

Australia have already won
the Davis Cup 26 times — second
only to the United States — and
have never tired of the event.

But Australia have not won
the Cup since 1986 and their list
of Davis Cup heroes reads like a
Who's Who of past greats: Nor-
man Brookes, Harry Hopman,
Neale Fraser, Rod Laver, Ken
Rosewall, Lew Hoad and John
Newcombe, to mention a few.

For all the money that Aus-
fralia's current stars pile up as
they travel the globe week after
week, the Davis Cup remains
the one eveni they want to win.

While top American players
such as Pete Sampras and An-
_ used to play
Davis Cup because it interferes
gk tdurnament
commitments, Auslrallans,
almost to a man, have made it
their top priority.

Australia's highest-ranked
player. Pal Rafter, says he rates
the Davis Cup ahead of the four
Grand Slams — including the
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two US Open titles he has won.

Unfortunately for Rafter. he
has been forced to miss this
weekend's final against France
because of a shoulder injury but
he has still travelled to Nice to
watch the tie.

His place in the team has
gone to Lleyton Hewitt, the fist-
pumplnf Adelaide teenager who
once sald he was born to play
Davis Cup. Whatever Hewitt
lacks in experience he makes up
for in enthusiasm. -

Hewitt made his Davis Cup
debut in this gr]ear’s quarterfinal
against the US winning both
his singles matches, then kept
his periect record intact when
he led Australia to a semifinal
win over Russia, disposing of
world number two Yevgeny
Kafelnikov.

Australia’'s doubles pairing,
Todd Woodbridge and Mar
Woodforde. are also Davis Cup
fanatics.

The Woodies have won five
Wimbledons., two Australian
E}[Jcns. two US Opens and an
Olympic gold medal. They alsn
have the linest Davis Cup dou-
bles record in Australian his-
tory (14 wins, two losses) but
say they will not rest until they
win the trophy.

The irony, though, is that
the man who holds the key to
Australia’s chances is the very

layer who once turned his

ck on the Davis Cup team, an

act that is tantamount to heresy
in Australia.

He is Mark Philippoussis.
the giant-serving Victorian who
became public enemy number
one after refusing to play for

Australia In last year's first-

round loss to Zimbabwe.,

Philippoussis tias made np
secret-of this f relationship
with Australia's captain John
Newcombe and coach Tony
Roche after they sat in Rafter's
support box when the two Aus-
tralians met in the final of the
1998 US Open Ninal
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Australians want more

The three have made up and
while they are still not the

greatest of friends they are all
committed to the one goal.

No-one wants to win the
Davis Cup more than New-
combe. As a player. Newcombe
won it five times between 1964
and 1973 but he is still search-
ing for his first win as a cap-
tain.

He and Roche have endured a
lot of criticism since they took
control of the team in 1994
particularly in 1995 when Aus-
tralian tennis reached its low-
est ebb when the team dropped
out of the world group for the
first time after losing to i'un-
gary.

This year the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) decicled
to stage the Australia-US qu+ -
terfinal in Boston — to coia-
memorate the first Davis Cup
100 years ago in the Americar.
city — even though ft was Aus-
tralia’s turmn to host.

In the end, it mattered little
48 Australia won the tie then
beat Russia at home in Septem-
ber (0 reach the final for the
first time since their 1993 loss
to Germany

Beating France will be tough.
though. Apart from the absence
of Ralflter, the Australians face
the added difficulty of playing
away [rom home on an indoor
clay court that will not suit
their game.,

Only 3] teams have won a
Davis Cup final away from
home since the tournament be-
gan in 1900 although the good
news is that four of those have
come In the last five years.

.E'.a.ﬂ.']r the greatest asset lllht::
Ausiralians have i3 their will to
wit. s gbing 13 "R fough,
there's no doubt about that,”
Newcombe sald. "They've got the
advantage of the home court
and the home crowd but I'd

rather have my team than
theirs.”

John Newcombe (L), the captain of the Australian tennis team, Australian trainer Tony
Roche (C) and Todd Woodbrige (R) discuss during a training session at Nice December 1

prior to the France-Australia Davis Cup final. scheduled December 3. — AFP photo
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