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« Commonwealth Student and Youth
Organisation (CSYO) will hold a rally on occasion of the National
Youth Festival starting tomorrow. It will also distribute
educational equipment among students living in slums. Venue:
Science Laboratory to the old airport. Time: 6.00 am

Launchin ceremun,g: Shatadru Systems (Computer
Sales and Service centre) will launched. gl:gnuc: 54, P&ma]
Ataturk Avenue, Banani. Time: 4.00 pm.

Inauguration: institute of Cost and Management
Accountants of Bangladesh (ICMAB) will inaugurate a 5-day long
'Prcigfssinnal Course on VAT. Venue: ICMAB auditorium. Time:
'4.00 pm.

Premiere: Three documentary films Kalighar, Shet Dhaka,
shei Buriganga and Uttarer Adibashi produced by Steps Towards
Development, will be screened. Venue: Auditorium of Planning
Development Academny. Time: 5.00 pm.

CSYO rally

Procession: Padakhep. a Non Government Organisation
(NGO), will bring out a procession to mark World AIDS Day. Venue:
From Padakhep office premises at Ka-58 Pisciculture Housing
Society, Shyamoli. Time: 8 .30 am.

Seminar: world Bank Office in collaboration with Economic
Relations Division (ERD) will hold a seminar on “Loan
Administration Change Initiative (LACI) and Financial
Accountability”. Chief guest: Abdul Matin Khasru, Minister for
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs. Venue: Hotel Sheraton.

Time: 10.00 am.
= Weatherg
Dry weather likely

Dry weather may prevail over the coumtry during the next 12
hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Night temperature may rise slightly over the country during the
perioa' but it may fall in the next two days, Met Dmcc?grtcast.

The country's hi%h_est temperature recorded yesterday was 30.8
degree Celsius at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 12.6 degrees at
Satkhira! ;

The sun sets, in the capital today at 5.10 pm and rises tomorrow
at 6:25 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

5 in Celsius entage

ax Min Mornin Evenin

Dhaka 285 16.6 é 7&
Chittagong 29.5 17.6 86 73
Rajshahi 28.0 17.0 78 78
Khulna 294 15.2 79 T2
Barisal 29.0 14.8 87 85
Sylhet 29.1 17.0 71 71
Cox's Bazar 30.8 18.4 75 a2

HERE and

Workshop

A three-day training work-
shop on "Implementation of
Chemical Weapon Convention”
began yesterday in the city, re-
ports UNB.

Three experts from the
Netherlands have been conduct-
ingl the workshop, said a hand-
out.

Jointly organised by the

Talukdar said that the meeting
brings together different stake-
holders of the society in a fo-
rum for establish gender equal-
ity in the society. It is also the
implementation of government
commitment towards gender
equality.

The meeting also discussed
the implementation of the NAP
th? different ministry such as

inistry

Haque based Organisation of of Women and
Prohibition of Chemical - Children Affairs, Primary and
Weapon and Bangla,dgtf}i&rmed)!m Mass Education Department,
Forces Division, 'some 24 par-" “Ministry of Industry, Ministry
ticipants from Home, Foreign,‘ of Social Welfare, Ministry 'of |
Law, Defence, Information, Youth and Culture, Ministry of
Agriculture, Commerce, Indus- Home Ministry. Among others
try, Science and Technology Dr Nazma Chowdhury, Salma
ministries and Armed forces Sobhan, Aysha Begum Mahin
are attending the workshop. Sultan were present at the meet-

Certificates will be awarded ing.
to the participants on the con-
cluding day of the workshop on
Friday.

Bangladesh ratified the
Chemical Weapon Convention
in April 1997.

PLAGE meeting-

The first meeting of the
Implementation and Moni-

Muktir Katha

Muktir Katha (Words of
Freedom), an 85-minute docu-
mentary on the oral history of
the Liberation War, was
screened yesterday for hundreds
of viewers in the Shishu
Academy auditorium in the
city, reports BSS.

toring Committee on WID was Tareque Masud and
held at the CIRDAP auditorium  Catherine Masud, the directors
recently, says a press release. of the film along with the mem-

The meeting was chaired by
the Professor Zinnatun Nessa
Talukdar, State Minister for
Women and Children Affairs. It
was conducted by Professor (Dr)
Thamina Chowdhury, secretary
of the ministry.

The implementation and
monitoring committee of WID
is one of the recommendation
of National Action Plan and the

National Policy also lays em-
phasis on it. The committee
discussed the implementation
status of the National Action
F]ail hﬂr different I:Iﬂnistriea.

n her inau speech the
Secretary wlcgruned sa that
this meeting is the implementa-
tion of one of the article of the
National Policy and also the
National Action Plan which is
the result of Beijing Platform
for Action. She said that the
committee is formed with the
combination of representative
from the Civil Society NGOs
and concern govt officials.

The Committee will guide,
monitor and follow up the im-
plementation status of the
National Action Plan by the
different ministries.

In her speech the chairper-
son, Professor Zirnatun Nessa

L

bers of the projectionist group
of another documentary on the
liberation war, Muktir Gaan-
Tajul. Rozy, Nahid and others —
took four years and ,Taka 1.1
million to complete the laud-
able venture.

The film -narrales mass re-
sistance and exodus of 1971.

The makers of Muktir Katha in
their documentary ventures to
narrate another film on
Liberation War and how it in-
spired millions to speak of
their hopes and aspirations for
their motherland, not without
pains though.

"It seeks to document how an
unarmed people fought the well-
equipped occupation forces
braving genocide and untold
atrocities,” said Catherine
Masud.

Muktir Katha shows how a
film, Muktir Gaan, inspired the
I)coplﬂ to fight so that the vil-
age people could live in dign.ty
changlnlﬁ traditional outlook.

The film ends on a sad tone
depicting how even after risk-
ing everything in the war the

* poor continue to struggle while
the fortunate few are reaping
the harvest of war.

2 degree examinees
held for cheating!

FENI. Nov 30: Two exami-
nees were arrested and 14 oth-
ers were expelled from the Feni
Govt College centre today on the
second day of the DA examina-
tions under the National
University, reports UNB.

According to the officials,
Mohamma [brahim and
Mostafijur Rahman were ar-
rested while they were adding
additional answer scripts sup-
plied from outside with their

Website launched

The Children Trust, a dev:l-
opment charity for Chiidren of
Banglad=sh has launched a web
site containing information on
health and education of chil-
dren of Bangladesh. children’'s
law in Bangladesh, child-to-
child approach and the Trust's

rogrammes, Says a press re-
ease. :

The Web address
www.childrentrust.com.

Only four
From page |
Rahman -- also attended the

is:

main scripts. Others were ex-
pelled for adopting unfair mﬁn ;llth““gh they were not
means in the examination SC uled to join. .
: The top leaders mt:ctin%
with aides at 6:35 pm, 3

Junoon to hold
concert 1n City

Pakistani music group
"Junoon” will be visiting in the
city in the first week of
December. a Pakistan High
Commission press release said
yesterday, reports BSS.

They will perform at the
army stadium Dhaka on
December 3 and 4, the release
added.

minutes behind schedule as the
I0J chief was half an hour late.
Liaison Committee members
from the all four parties who at-
tended the meeting were
Shamsul Islam, Tariqul Islam
and Anwar Zahid of BNP, Dr T 1
M Fazle Rabbi, Feroj Rashid
and ABM Golam Mostafa of JP,
Quamaruzzaman, Azhar Alj
and Abdul Kader Mollah of
Jamaat and principal Masud
Khan, AR Matin and
Moslehuddin Abu Bagr of 10J. |

{ cident is widely

Boy beaten to

death 1in city

By Staff Correspondent

A 12-year-old boy was
beaten to death all y by a
jewelry shop owner and his em-
ployee in the city's at B block of
s;::ﬂ:}r 11 under Pallabi police
station yesterday morning, po-
lice and mtrm:’; said. e 29

The identity of the boy could
not be confirmed till late last
night, police said.

Acco to police, the boy
went to New Dolly Jewelry to
buy gold ornaments yesterday
morning. The owner of the
shop, Guddu, all detained
him suspecting him to be a
thief. The boy was beaten up
mercilessly by Guddu and his

mployee.

€ boy was taken to a house

e
belonging to Guddu when he fell
unconscious. As the 'S con-
dition deteriorated he was
taken to the Hospital. The boy,
however, died on way to the
hos_.ll:gtal.
e owner of the shop then
left the body near his house.

Pallabi police recovered the
body of the 1).:t:»ung boy at about 5
pm from the spot which was
then sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

A case was filed with Pallabi
police but police could not ar-
riest anybody in this connec-
tion.

World AIDS
Day today

The World AIDS Day will be
observed today in the country
as elsewhere in the world, re-
ports BSS.

"Listen, Learn, Live," the
theme of the world AIDS cam-

of this year, last year of
the 20th century, marked the
hope of hrinFing the epidemic

under contro.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the occasion.

Around 16 million HIV in-
fected have died so far out of 50
million infected people around
the world. This year alone, the
epidemic claimed a record 2.6
million lives. Half of the in-
fected this are e under
the age of 25, UN Information
Centre sources said,

Freedom fighter
passes away

By Staff Correspondent

Syed Mahbubul Haque (Benu
Mia), a valiant freedom [ighter
and a leading businessman in
Magura, died of colon cancer in
the early hours on Tuesday. He
was 72.

A proud father of four and a
very good soul to the poor,
Mahbubul Haque lost his long
battle with the deadly disease at
his sons’ Lalmatia residence in
the capital. The body of the de-
ceased was taken to Magura,
where he was laid to rest at the
local graveyard after namaj-e-
Jjanaza after the Asr prayers.

He left behind his wife An-
wara Mahbub,’ three sons —
Syed Anwarul Haque, Syed
Azharul Haque and rl:‘:lyed Ash-
faqul Hauqe — and only daugh-
ter. who lives in Melbourne, to
mourn his death.

His youngest son Syed Ash-
lagul Haque is a senior sub-edi-
tor of The Daily Star.

Death anniversary
of Mizu today

By DU Correspondent

The 28th annivers of
m m of renowned free-
dom fighter shaheed Mizanur
Rahman Mizu will be observed

today.

hIizu along with 96
Bangalees were killed by the
Pakistani occupation army at
Ghorashal National Jute Mills
on the day in 1971 just before
surrender of the army. The in-
known as
"Ghorasal Massacre”, said a
press release.

Mizu was born at Munshi
para of Dinajpur district. He
was a student of Commerce
Faculty of Dhaka University
and a drama actor of radio and
television.

He was an active worker of

Munshipara Cultural Club of

Dinajpur.

He is the nephew of noted
personality Bazlur Rahman
and younger brother of M Zillur
Rahman of B a Academy.
Mizu was killed along with his
inunger brother Obaidur

man, cousins Mohammad

Shahidullah, Mohammad

Salimullah., brother-in-law

E eer Mozammel Huq and
Abu Taleb.

L]

| with BNP and other two

News

Four chiefs hint at

also believed to have marked
the beginning of melting of ice
in the relationship between the
two — bitter enemies during the
former General's nine years of
autocratic rule ending in De-
cember 199().

His party later waged a cam-
paign along with present ruling
Eart}r Awami League to dislodge

er from office during her five
years as elected prime minister,

The General was in jail fachzﬁ a
string of corruption and other

ch . On two counts, he was
fnung guilty.

Freed by the newly-installed
Awami League government as
part of a tacit nnderstanding,
the former General joined
hands with the Awami League
allowing his secretary general
to be a Cabinet minister.

The honeymoon over, he
breached the understanding to
strike an alliance with BNP
chief Khaleda Zia, his prime po-
litical foe in the previous 14
years. The alliance with BNP
cost him his charismatic secre-
tary general Anwar Hossain
Manju \;rlhﬂn opted to I1;':-::nntlm.u|5*: to

e ne.

Y:stcrd]:ﬁspgﬁaratjun had
earlier been upon by the
liaison committee of the four-
party opposition alliance. The
document lists in usual terms
the failures of the government.

In their high-profile sum-
mit, which evidently generated
high hopes in the opposition
camp, the four leaders vowed to
continue and intensify the cur-
rent one-point movement
“until the final victory”.

They declared tha? all-party
action committees would be
formed ail all levels to carry
forward their campaign to
fruition.

“The present government
must resign immediately in
favour of a caretaker govern-
ment ... and parliamentary
elections have to be held first at
the quickest time,” said the dec-
laration.

“This is the only peaceful
and constitutional path to-
wards protecting our indepen-
dence, democratic lity, na-
tional economy, and our pre-
sent and future.”

“We hereby declare on behalf
of the countrymen that the gov-

ernment led by Sheikh Hasina
has lost all legitimacy to re-
main in office,” the declaration
said, citing its “anti-state, anti-
people, anti-Constitutional, au-
tocratic and inhuman activi-
ucﬂE‘;.

merging from the meeting,
Khaleda spoke of “a nattnnni
ist, patriotic government” after
toppling the “repressive
regime” of Sheikh Hasina.

Ershad said expectations in
the opposition camp ran hi
and that he was happy with Lﬁg
outcome of the N

All four appeared cautious
about making remarks to
waiting media men, flanked by
scores of mid-ranking leaders
of the ies.

Their future government
would be tﬁumm by basic prin-
ciples of the Constitution, deal
sternly with corruption, restore
administrative discipline and
rule of law, ensure indepen-
dence of judiciary, stop terror-
ism and extortion and protect
human rights.

The government is conspir-
ing to destroy all key institu-

tions - the judiciary, adminis-
tration, police, defence and in-
frastructure for trade and in-
dustry. the declaration said.

e higher judiciary has
become the target ... they are
trying to strip the judges off
their dignity ... curb om of

ress. The declaration also

lamed the government for the
share market scam and non-
implementation of the national
pay scale.

The state-run electronic
media have become a govern-
men! propaganda machine,
used to discredit the opposition.

Without naming India, the
declaration slammed the gov-
ernment for pursuing “suicidal”
foreign and economic policies
which helped "a particular
courltry™ but estroyed
Bangladesh's economy.

e government's suicidal
olicies have stopped local and
oreign investment.”

It said the government failed
to generate jobs for 30 million
unemﬁlnyed youths and created
anarchy in banks and other fi-
nancial institutions.

There was not however any
deadline for the government to
step aside.

From page 1

people cleared the waiting jour-
nalists when

H M Ershad boarded his
crimson Mitsubishi Pajero.
When desperate journalists fol-
lowed the vehicle up to the gate
of the 29 Minto Road house, he
said he felt “good™ about his
meeting with Khaleda Zia.

Asked about his expecta-
tions, he quipped, “ouster of the
government”.

The former president, long
dubbed an autocrat by his pre-
sent allies, said that his alliance
art-
ners in the opposition would last
long,

“The meeting was very cor-
dial. There was no confusion in
anyone., It was like a family

athering,” Ershad later told

NB at his Kalabagan party
office.

Jamaat Ameer Golam Azam
called the summit a step fur-
ther which would strengthen the
bonds. “Today we've advanced
further and our unity will re-
main intact,” said Azam, walk-
ing towards his waiting Pajero.

10J chief Azizul Haq gave an
equally brief reaction before
boarding his microbus. Hag
said that the unity would con-
tinue to flourish but he did not
relpl}f when asked whether the
alliance envisaged establishment

of an Islamic administration in
the country. r

Chehlum

The chehlum of health sci-
entist and social worker Prof
Dr Habibuzzaman will be held
on December 3,

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani, and offering of
Fateha at the grave will be held.

The mi mahfil will be
held at his Gulshan residence
on Friday after Magreb prayers.
Relatives,
wishers of the deceased have
been requested to attend the mu-

lad
Khan Ata's death
anniversary today

The second death anniver-

of noted actor, film direc-

tor, lyricist and music director

Khan Ataur Rahman, will be

observed today, says a press re-
lease.

A milad mahfil will be held
after Magreb prayers at his res.
idence 'Sruty Studio' at
M bazar.

abi Moinuddin Academy
will organise a discussion meet-
ing on Khan Ata's life and cul-
tural activities at the National
Museum's Kabi Sufia Kamal au-
ditorium on December 8 at 3:30

friends and well- .

Leaders leave happily

Khaleda Zia was the first to
come to her official residence at
Minto Road and the last to leave
the venue of the summit meet-
ing of the four leaders. She
came at 5:30pm and left at
8:45pm.

Ershad came at 5:50pm
and left at 8:30pm, while Go-
lam Azam arrived at 6:05pm
and left at 8:35.

Aziziul Haq was the last to
arrive, reaching at 6:34pm and
leaving at 8:40pm.

Ershad accompanied by his
secretary general Naziur Rah-
man Manjur came with séverAl

‘bouquets of flowers, which went

through a security check from
BNP volunteers.

Other two leaders, however,
were not seen carrying any
bouquet with them.

1 four arrived and left
amid slogans from supporters,

Anwar Zahid, BNP chairper-
son's press adviser, had a row
with journalists when he allowed
only one to speak to Khaleda
Zia exclusively. The journalists
refused to leave the venue till
she came out.

Guards and the activists re-
sponsible for security were vigi-

lant. Thﬂdy were seen checking
bags and stopping vehicles at
the gate.

e 29 Minto Road residence
of Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament had been made out
of bound for all except selected
party leaders since 1:00pm,
party sources said.

All cars except those used by
the four leaders and their mo-
torcade had to be parked out-
side the premises of the house.

The snacks that host
Khaleda Zia served her guests
came from Hotel Purbani. On
the menu were sandwiches,
cakes and orange among other
iltems.

Bus driver shot
by robbers |

in Demra
By Staff Correspondent

A bus driver was shot al-
legedly by a gang of highway
robbers at Matuail under
Demra police station yesterday.

Police and hospital sources
identified the victim as
Helaluddin, 50.

The incident took place at
about 7:30 am when the driver
of Narsingdi bound ignored a
signal to a‘t:tzﬁ by the gang. The

ang immediately shot at the

river. He received bullet injury
in his left hand.

The injured driver was sent
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital and later shifted to t%ﬂ
Orthopeadic hospital.

Sculptor Rajib Siddigi presented his sculpture piece titled
Sangram at Shapla Art Centre at city’s Maghbazar area
yesterday. The sculpture which is still unde construction,

18 being built to mark the declaration of 21°

February as

International Mother Language Day.

| projects for

Indian president
.condoles death
of Prof Razzak

Indian president KR
Narayanan has expressed dee
shock at the death of Nationa
Professor Abdur Razzak whom
he eulogised as a dedicated
scholar. reports UNB.

In a condolence message, re-
ceived in Dhaka yesterday the
Indian president said. "Profes-
sor Razzak was my personal
friend and kindred spirit whom
I had known from my student
days in London."

KR Narayanan observed Prof
Razzak was widely respected as
a scholar and teacher and an
intellectual well known for the
courage of his convictions,

The Indian president re-
called that the late professor
had done a noteworthy work in
the area of planning for a de-
veloping country in his capac-
ity as member of planning
board in the 50s. He also made a
significant contribution to
framing Bangladesh Constitu-
tion in 1972,

“In his passing we have lost
an outstanding academic, fear-
less patriot and one who has in-
spired a whole generation of
students and youths in Bang-
ladesh.” Narayanan said.

Unloading of rice

From page 1
those unfit for human con-
sumption.

Following the decision,
Mezbahuddin Ahmed, Senior
Assistant Secretary of the
Ministry of Food ordered un-

loading of rice on November 18.

There are two more ships —
MV Ordeal and MV Sangang —
at Mongla Port loaded with im-
ported rice. But unloading of
rice from the ships is yet to be
began due to same problem.

The two ships have been
waiting at the port since June

this year, said a port authority
source.

Taka devalued

From page 1

tion of taka would help build up
a foreign currency reserve by
encouraging people to send re-
mittances through the banking
channel instead of using the
unofficial channel.

The governor also agreed
that the devaluation would in-
crease costs for the industries
using imported raw materials,
But he said, because of subse-
quent good crops, there will be a
sobering impact” on inflation.

Currently, the point to point
inflation rate stands at 4.5 per
cert, -

Prot Yunus
From page 1

names of Michael Gorbachev,
the Kennedy Foundation,
Jacques Delors, Yitzhak Rabin
and Yasser Arafat.

The award is being given to
Prof Yunus in recognition of his
"extraordinary social action
that he has promoted in
Bangladesh and in many other

arts of the world during his
ong and fruitful activity for the
ideas which, with genial sim-
plicity, he has managed to ap-
ply to the cause of economic
moral and civil rescue of the
poorest populations of the
planet.” says an announcement
in the city yesterday from the
Italian embassy.

In fact today the micro-
credit system is acknowledged
for its enormous and always
bigger diffusion among the mul-
titudes of destitute people of the
world and the very big poten-
tialities that contains Fur over-
coming their desperate situa-
tion ol exclusion, degradation
and exploitation,

The award consists of a pre-
cious sculpture, deliberately de-
signed for each edition by a dif-
ferent and eminent scan
artist and is traditionally %wen
in Florence at the seat of the
Presidency of the region during
an official ceremony.

It will be ufﬁcialﬂr presented
to Prof Yunus on February 4.

LDCs adopt

From page 12

In his opening remarx, Tc-
fail Ahmed said, the WTO mem-
bers in the Marrakesh Declara-
tion of 1994 have taken a
number of important decisions
to give special attention to LDCs
to relieve them of the severe el-
fects of globalization and liber-
alization of trade. He said, these
compensatory measures were
also endor at the WTO min-
isterial and other meetings
with more apathy to LDCs. "But
most of the commitments are
still remain in words not in ac-
tions." he said.

The minister said, today's
meeting is very crucial and im-

rtant for the LDCs as they are
acing tough challenges to sur-

ve in global trading system

which would be tougher in com-
mgHe said LDCs want immedi-
ate implementation of the
market access provisions in-
cluding duty free market access
of LDCs products to all devel-
oped and developing countries.

Tofail said they need assis-
tance, technology transfer and
debt relief for building trade ca-
pacity through diversifying and
improving the quality of prod-
ucts

The minister said WTO
members should take immedi-
ate steps to increase Overseas
Development Assistance and
FDI flow to LDCs.

All the LDCs have opened up
their markets for others, if-
ically for developed and higher
dew:lupinﬁ_ countries through
huge tariff cut and removing
non-tariff barriers. But they are
not getting equal access to the
markets of others. he ted.

The main points reflected in
the declaration include, call for
the elimination of export sub-
sidies on agriculture by devel-
oped countries, improvement of
negotiation ability of the LDCs,
special and differential treat-
ment for LDCs, easy access of
LDCs to WTO, -
tation of integrated framework

Cs.

From page 1
courageous lone political voice
for a democratic and secular
Malaysia.”

The National Justice Party
(Keadilan) won five seats. It was
formed by Anwar's wife Wan
Azizah just before he was jailed
for six years in April-for abus-
ing his powers.

PAS. the DAP, Keadilan and
the .,small Malaysian People's
Party are part of the Alterna-

tive Front alliance. Anwar was
its candidate for premier.

Some analysts said the re-
sult indicated widening divi-
sions among the Malays who
make up more than half the
country’'s 22 million popula-
tion. Chinese account for some
30 per cent and Indians 10 per
cent.

"The Malay world is in tur-
moil and nothing has made
that more evident than this
general election,” the pro-gov-
ernment Sun newspaper said in
an editorial.

It said the result erased any
doubt about Mahathir's com-
mand of the political scene with
an emphatic win in his fifth
and 7gr-::cl:sall:nly,.r last election of
age

But as the premier cut a cake
:arl{'tnday to cheers and shouts
of "Mahathir boleh” (Mahathir
can), the daily warned PAS
gains signalled a "dissatisfied,
protesting Malay multitude.” It
said the ruling party must now
find ways to unite the commu-
nlt{i

AP leader Lim Kit Siang,
who lost his own seat, described
the election as "a historic op-
Bortunit].r missed” to end the

ational Front's political dom-
ination. "It has set the country
on an uncertain and perilous
course,” he said.

Mahathir's United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO),
the backbone of the National

The Brily Star 11

' Two-thirds majority

Front. will be "under great pres-
sure to respond to thtgll-"cﬂs' chal-
lenge by competing on Islami-
salion policies to win back the
Malay heartland." he added.

Wan Azizah hai op-
osition's: achie t but

lamed * tactics® by pro-
government media and the ex-
clusion 000 new voters

from the toral ro
failure to make a breaﬂut;?'gligﬁ
Hoarse after days of success-
ful campaigning to capture An-
war's old seat, she told AFP: "We
have reduced their majority
considerably. A little edge
would have lgiven us victory. We
have to work a little harder.”
Wan Azizah said her seven-

;n;:nglh—ntd party had "done a
ot.

I_‘;Malays have given us sup-
— Our su rt was main
rom Malay arljegg." 4

PAS president Fadzil Noor
said his party would bring the
people development and ensure
its two state governments were
clean and free of corruption.

The Bangkok-based Asian
Network for Free Election,
which deployed observers at
polling stations in eight states,
said it found traces of fraud
such as phantom voters and
could not conclude the election
was "free and fair.”

Sunai Phasuk, a member of
the watchdog, said migrants
from the Philippines were given
identity r:arcfs on condition
they vote for the National
Front. Watchdogs also received
reports of the use of fake iden-
tity cards in other states.

The group said the i lar-
ities did not mean the overall
result of the poll was invalid.

State Bernama news agency
said Mahathir was expected to
meet the king early Wednesday
Lo brief him on the formation of
a 11ew governiment.

Nat'l Youth
Festival begins
today

The week-long National
Youth Festival ‘99 marking the
achievement and success of
youth development ]prugra=
mmes since 1996 will be in-
augurated in the city today
amidst much fanfare and en-
thusiasm, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the fes-
tival at the historic Paltan
Maidan at 3 pm. adesh Be-
tar will broadcast live the
prime minister's address. She
will also give away this year's
National awards to 17 success-

ful sell-employed youths on the
occasion. State Minister for
Sports, Youth and Culture
Obaidul Quader will chair the
inaugural function.

Gas: High charge
T From page 12

as Tk 20,000 from the potential
subscribers for connection,
with Tk 10,200 the lowest.

The contractors have formed
a cartel and are asking exorbi-
tant prices for gas connection,
alleged a local resident.

“We are happy that the gas is
here. but it is gfy{)nd our capac-
ity to pay the amount of money
the contractors are asking,” he
said.

“At least five to six thousand
subscribers are willing to get
gas connection for domestic
purpose at the moment and
some 3.500 of them have al-
ready submitted applications,”
said an official.

JS body
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on Foreign Allairs laid stress
on the necessily of streamlin-
ing the activities of Bangladesh
missions abroad on the eve of
the new millenium. Members
suggested revamping the nature
of activities to keep pace with
the changed world scenario and
the requirements of the next
century. :

They felt that much more
emphasis was needed to be
given to ‘economic diplomacy’
in view of global trend on trade
and trade diplomacy.

Participants at the meeting said
foreign missions should act as
the ‘main window' for promo-
tion of the country’s commer-
cial, trading and export-promo-
tional activities abroad.

The missions, the JS mem-
bers felt, should play a vital
role in attracting foreign in-
vestment and the matter of
trade and economic diplomacy
should receive the highest pri-
ority.

he meeting requested the
Foreign Secretary to prepare a
pm%reas report of the state of
implementation of the recom-
mendations made in the previ-
ous meetings of the JS Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

The meeting also discussed
some of the problems faced by
the staff in the Far East mis-
sions and examined, funds
permitting, possibilities of pro-
viding allowances for their wel-
fare.

Members of the JS Standing
Committee expressed satisfac-
tion over the UNESCO recogni-
tion of Ekushey February as the
International Mother age

ratulated

Day and also con

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

for her efforts in this d.
State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Abul Hasan

Chowdhury, Nurul Islam

Nahid, Syed Ashraful Islam
and Mrs Marium Eegl:gm at-
tended the meeting. Foreign
Secretary Shafi Sami and se-
nior officials of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs were present.

divers of Bangladesh Navy in
September. :

The murder of Khalid
sparked d)rntﬂ:t in the ruling
party and Shiktiar was oust
[rom Awami League.

On August 11, he was ar-

rested from (he Skid Ghat.

Buriganga bridg;

From page |

the alleged lapse. Chief Engi-
neer of the firm Khademul lIs-
lam said that initially they had
only two months' time to par-
ticipate in the tender bid.

"After the Gulf War. the
company returned from Iraq
almost empty handed, lcavin
behind about Tk 200 crore. Wit
unemployed engineers. archi-
tects and equipment, we desper-
ately needed some work. So the
soil condition was not taken
seriously.” said Islam.

The government at that time
had said that the bridge would
have to be built on caissons
without considering the techni-
cal issues. The delay is costing
the firm about Tk 25 lakh a
month, he claimed.

When contacted, Sofltec offi-
cials advised this correspon-
dent to talk to engineer .lotir-
moy Das. Das could not be
reached for comment.

Kidney patients
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tients don't go to hospitals, it's
difficult to get an accurate
count.

In addition to the scarcity of
specialists, Rahman said there
are few facilities with the
equipment required to treat
kidney patients.

Dialysis machines, which
filter impurities from bhloo-,
and organ transplants are so
expensive that only a handful
of patients can afford them.

However. few government
hospitals and private clinics
have dialysis machines, while
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital is
the only institution in the
country performing trans-
plants.

Ovwver 3000 patients use dialy-
sis machines annually. A pa-
tient suffering from kidney
failure must use a dialysis ma-
chine twice a week for the rest
of his life. Each session costs
about Tk 5,000.

Transplants are also rare.
Only 120 have received kidney
transplants since the doctors
started performing the proce-
dure in Bangladesh in 1988,

However, plans are afoot to
expand kidney treatment facili-
ties with the opening of the Na-
tional Institute of Kidney Dis-
eases and Urology.

PM : Gas supply
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Toufique Elahi Chowdhury,
Petrobangla chairman
Mosharraf Hossain and GTCL
Managin Director KH
Mominul Hugq.

The prime minister said at

resent 925 million cubic feet
E:ft] of gas are being produced,
27 per cent higher than before.
Besides, 12 gas fields started

roduction, and transmission
ine was extended to 1532 kms
from 1186 kms under the pre-
sent government.

"Alter efforts for last few

s, we have been able to co-
ordinate production, demand
and supply of gas by drilling
new wells and setting up new
transmission lines,” she said.

Hasina said unlike in the
past, no power station or fer-
tiliser factory now faces dis-
ruption in production due to in-
ac%:al: gas supply.

e prime minister said
since her assumption to power,
the use of gas has increased to
35 per cent in power sector and
60 per cent in industrial sector.
The overall use of gas rose to 27
per cent.

She said instructions have
been given to the authorities to
develop the distribution system.

GT(E‘,L would undertake more
projects for expansion of gas
pipelines in the remaining

of the country. .

Referring to favourable im-
pact on environment of gas
supply in western region,
Hasina said so long trees were
cut down for use as fuel in ab-
sence of gas, causing threat to
environment.

She urged all concerned to
cooperate with Petrobangla in
introducing the use of CNG
(com natural gas) to au-
tomobiles in Dhaka city to help
clean the smoky air.



