Tk 11.10 cr credit programme

PANCHAGARH, Nov 30: Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank
(RAKUB) has taken up a Tk 11.10 crore credit programme for
the current fiscal, reports UNB.

Officials said Tk 2.30 crore out of the total target has al-
ready been disbursed among farmers. Of the total amount, Tk
1.65 crore has been earmarked for Aman cultivation while Tk
2.21 crore for Boro. Tk 60 lakh for wheat, Tk 1.20 crore for
potato cultivation, Tk 1 crore for cattle-rearing and Tk 29 for
purchasing agri-inputs. Meanwhile, the bank has fixed its loan
recovery target at Tk 18.33 crore for the curre .. fiscal. It has
so far realised Tk 2.15 crore. Tk 80 lakh up than the
corresponding period of the last fiscal,

2,808 mts of wheat sanctioned

PABNA, Nov 30; The government has sanctioned 2,808 mts
of wheat to implement Rural Infrastructure Maintenance
Programme (RIMP) and Rural Infrastructure Renovation Pro-
gramme (RIRP) under its food-for-work programme during the
current fiscal, reports UUNB.

Officials said of the sanctioned wheat, 2,182 mts have been
earmarked for implementing RIRP while 926 mts for RIMP in
the Ist phase. They said 1,000 mts of more wheat would be
sanctioned for the 2nd phase. Works on various schemes,
including construction and reconstruction of rural kutcha roads,
have already begun in nine thanas. Upon completion of the
programmes, road communication in rural areas will improve
remarkably.

Housewife kidnapped

BENAPOLE, Jessore, Nov 30: A housewife was kidnapped
allegedly by an identified terrorist from Navaron Guruzbagan
area in Sharsha thana on Thursday, reports UNB.

Family sources alleged that the woman, wife of Shahin, was
picked up at gunpoint. Her husband could not yet file any case
in fear of further reprisal by the kidnapper.

Housewife killed for dowry

SATKHIRA. Nov 30: A housewife was beaten to death by her
husband at Magura village under Tala thana recently. reports
BSS,

Police source said the victim, identified as Nasima Khatun
Rupa, was beaten mercilessly by her husband Abul Kalam and
members of his family because of dowry. The 19-year-old was
injured seriously and was immediately taken to Satkhira sadar
hospital where she died. A case was filed with Tala thana in this
connection. Kalam and his family members managed to escape.

Rush Purnima celebrated

MOULVIBAZAR, Nov 30: Holy Rush Purnima, traditional
religious festival of the Monipuri Community, was celebrated at
Shib-Bazar and Adampur 'Jura Mandops' under Kamalganj
thana on November 23, reports BSS.

Kalpa Ranjan Chakma, Minister for the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs, attended the festival as the chief guest and
inaugurated the festival programme. In his speech. the minister
said that Bangladesh in a land of communal harmony. People
of all communities are living here with their own culture and
heritage, he added, The minister also said the government led
by Sheikh Hasina has given importance to the development of
tribal culture. A large number of people from all walks of life
attended the festival.

Interest-free loan disbursed

MAGURA, Nov 30: Social Welfare Department has so far
distributed Tk 29 lakh as interest-free credit among 580 poor
families in sadar thana, reports UNB.

Under Poverty Alleviation programme, each family of 61
villages in the thana received Tk 5.000. The loans were dis-
bursed in various income-generating programmes like paddy
husking, animal husbandry, purchasing of rickshaw-van, cane
and bamboo work, and small Lrﬂding. Besides, the de-
partment has disbursed a total of Tk 1.70 lakh among 1.170
people under Old Age Allowance Programme while Tk 1.17 lakh
among widows and women abandoned by their husband.

Illegal toll collection up

FARIDPUR. Nov 30: lllegal toll collection by extortionists,
transport workers and a section of law enforcers on different
roads in the town and its adjoining areas runs up to Tk five
lakh a day, reports UNB.

Faridpur Pourashava Chairman Hasibul Hassan Lablu. also
an Awami League leader, g;avc the estimate while addressin
the installation ceremony of the newly-elected office-bearers o
Niltully Businessmen Association here on Saturday. He also said
rolice have failed to arrest the top terrorists of the district.

hahin and Jahangir. despite the Home Minister order on Oct
24 to bring them to justice. Chaired by association president
Abdur Rashid, the programme was addressed, among others,
by Munshi Harun, Syed Imamul Azam, ASF Niamat Ali and OC
Afsaruddin.

Housewife commits suicide

BENAPOLE, Jessore. Nov 30: A housewife, mother of three.
In Sharsha thana allegedly committed suicide on Friday night
following a quarrel with her husband. reports UNB.

I'olice said Fulbanu, 30, wife of Nuruddin of Kaliani village,
killed herself by taking poison. The body was sent to hospital
morgue for autopsy. A UD case was filed.

Man killed in road mishap

NATORE. Nov 30: A tractor carrying sugarcanes skidded off
the road and tumbled into a ditch, leaving a cane development
Inspector of North Bengal Sugar Mills dead and its driver
critically injured, reports UNB.

The tractor fell down the ditch after hitting the railing of
Koloshnagar Bridge. killing the inspector Shahajahan Ali, 28, on
the s]i:cl on Nov %3* according to a delayed report. The driver.,
Lal Chand Mia, 35, was admitted to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital with grievous wounds,

Man killed in clash

SATKHIRA, Nov 30: One person was killed and eleven others
were injured In a clash between two rival groups at Dighlarait
village under Assassuni thana recently, reports BSS.

The dead was identified as Abdur Rashid. Police said the
clash between the supporters of Jahiruddin Sana and Ruhul
Amin over harvesting paddy in a disputed land of village Digh-
larait. About eleven persons from the both sides were injured
seriously in the clash. Abdur Rashid died on his way to
Jayirmohal Health Clinic. All the injured persons were admitted
to hospitals. A case was filed with Assassuni thana. Later,
police arrested five persons in this cc 1 tior).

Girl raped

NATORE, Nov 30 : A girl was allegedly raped in Sadar thana
here on 'Ihursdaly. reports UNB.

Police said Shariful Islam, 30. of Mollikhati area picked up
a class III student of local primary school on way to school and
took her to a sugarcane ﬂeﬁl in the area and raped her. Hearin
the screaming of the girl, local people rushed to the spot an
caught red-handed the culprit Sharif and handed him over to
police after giving a good trashing. Later, he was sent to the dis-
trict jail. The girl was admitted to Natore Sadar Hospital. The

condition of the victim was stated to be critical, A case was filed
with local police in this regard.

Tk 14 cr loan disbursed

KISHOREGANJ, Nov 30 : Bangladesh Krishi Bank disbursed
Taka 14 crore 53 lakh and 68 thousand as agricultural loans
among the farmers of 13 thanas here through its 20 branches
this year. reports BSS.

e loans were disbursed under the bank's loan disburse-
ment programme in 1999-2000 fiscal year. According to official
sources, the loans were given for cultivation of Aman, Aus and
Boro paddy, wheat groundnut. mustard. potato sweet potato and
other winter vegetables, pisciculture, dairy and poultry farming
buying of FDWET-U"ETE, tractors and for investment in agro-
based small businesses.

The bank also recovered outstanding loans of Taka
13.14.65.000 here during the period.

Man gets 20-yr RI

NATORE, Nov 30 :A court here on Monday sentenced a man
to 20 years of nguruus Imprisonment (RI) in absentia in two
cases, reports UNB,

The convict was identified as Sirajuddin of Amhati village
in Sadar thana. The 1|udg: awarded 10 years Rl to Siraj and
fined Tk 1,000, in default, to suffer another one-year impris-
onment for making liquor. He was also sentenced to another 10
years Rl and fined Tk 1,000, in default to suffer one-year more
Imprisonment for possessing equipment to make liquor.
According to the prosecution in brief. an anti-drug taskforce of
Narcotics Control Department of Rajshahi region raided the
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field of ‘Sonali Sharisa’,

JAMALAPUR, Nov 30 : Culti-
vation of "Sonali Sharisa” a new
High Yielding Variety (HYV)
mustard has become popular
among the local farmers, ac-
cording to the Additional Direc-
tor of Agriculture Extension De-
partment of Mymensingh zone,

This new variety has been in-
troduced by Bangladesh Agricul-

ture Research Institute(BARI).
This variety may produce 2,400
to 2,500 kg per hectare as
agaisnt 600 to 700 kg per
hectare obtained from the exist-
ing local variety (Tori 7). The oil
recovery ol the high yielding
5575 is 44 per cent whereas
that of Tori7 is 40 per cent.
The salient feature of this

From Our Correspondent

new variety is that it requires
two times irrigation per crop,
the first prior to forewing stage
and the second during during
395-40 days after sowing during
flowering stage. The per acre
yield can even be increased
considerably if sowing is done in
time. The timely sowing can also
prevent from the attack of dis-
eases. Moreover the plant grows
2 1o 6 feet high which can also
be used as firewnod.

Now the cultivation of Sonalj
variety of mustard is being done
through establishment of
demonstration plots in each
blocks by.the field officials of
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment under the Crop Diversifi-
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New HYV mustard
gains popularity

cation Programme (CDP) provid-
ing seeds, fertilisers and pesti-
cldes

It may be mentioned here
that the total annual require-
ment of edible oil in the country
stands at five lakh metric tons,
whearas the present production’
of edible oil in the country is
1.45 lakh metric tons. The fig-
ure leaves a deficit of 3.55
lakh metric tons which is im-
Eortr:cl every year at the cost of

uge foreign exchange. The
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment has achieved tremendous
success in reducing the volume
of import of edible oil through
CDP.

MAGURA, Nov 30: Brick
field owners in southern-west
districts have been facing se-
vere fuel crisis as Importers
have stopped coal imports from
India through Tamabil border
point.

Brick field owners said coal
importers have recently stop-
ped imports due to complexities
regarding new measurement
system. Coal traders in India
have recently introduced new
weighing system ihstead of CFT

porters in Sylhet.

Fuel crisis in brick fields

From Our Correspondent

method in respect ol measur-
ement.
According to brick field
owners, importers have stopped
importing, saying method will
allect their businesses.
However, local people said
brick field owners of this region
have already started collecting
wood to use as fuel, posing seri-
ous threat to environment.
Brick field owners in the region
usually procure cnal from im-

Prices of coal have increased
in markets due to import crisis.
A brick field owner said produc-
tion cost of brick will increase
if the crisis persists.

However, local people said in
many brick fields wood are used
as fuel in violation of law, caus-
ing huge damage to environ-
mert,

They have urged the author-
ities concerned to take immedi-
ate steps to stop use of wood as
fuel in brick fields.
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up kutcha bricks awaiting burning and fuel wood
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UNESCO
declaration
hailed

CHITTAGONG,
Chittagong University Teachers
Association (CUT has ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
UNESCO declaration of Febru-
ary 21 as International Mother
Language Day, reports BSS,

Bangladesh and lan-
guage have been acco un-
precedented honour through
this recognition,

Sugarcane crushing
begins at Kushtia
Sugar Mills

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Nov 30 : Sugar-
cane crushing for the year
1999-2000 began at Kushtia
Sugar Mills on November 19.

It was inaugurated by Abdul
Mannan Bhuiya, former Deputy
Commissioner (DC) of Kushtia
and former member of Public
Service Commission (PSC) as
the chief gust.

This mills require one lakh

Nov 30:

sugarcane to achieve the target.

For want of adqueate sugar-
canc this mill had been sustain-
ing loss for several consecutive
years.

Growers are usually reluc-
tant to supply sugarcane to the
mills for various reasons. They
prefer supplying sugarcane to
the local ecrushers for more
proft as the mills’ authorities
pay them less than the individ-
ual crushers. Moreover, the
individual crushers pay the
price to the growers on the field.

However, about 300 power
driven crushing machines are
engaged in making molasses by
crushing sugarcane within the
mill zone area one month ahead
of the beginning of crushing in
the mills zone area.

According to Shafi Biswas, a
farmers’ representative, high-
breed sugarcane seeds are not
adequately available in mills
zone area. He sought coopera-
tion of the mills' authority to
supply high breed sugarcane
seeds to the growers.

He, however, assured that
huge quantity of sugarcane
have been produced in the
area. He suggested that growers
should be motivated and their
grievances solved for uninter-
rupted supply of sugarcane in
the mills,

About 1,800 acres of land
have been brought under sug-
arcane cultivation in this sea-

" Rotten rice
+ being
supplied

MANIKGANJ, Nov 30 : Rotten
foodgrains are allegedly being
supplied from food godowns for
distribution among cardhold-

L ers of Food for Work Pro-

gramme (FWP), reports UNB.

Local guardians alleged that
they are not taking the rice and
wheat allocated for their wards
under the programme due to
their low quality.

The quality of the foodgrains
is so poor that they are not safe
to eat and there is no
alternative to dump them, one
of the guardians said.

The godown keepers in con-
nivance with contractors are
stockpiling such substandard
loodgrains in various godowns
and supplying those to the peo-
ple, they alleged.

On Wednesday, the students
of Mulzan Primary School in
sadar thana refrained from
taking foodgrains brought for
distribution among them after
they found that the foodgrains
are rotten.

The District Food Controller
was not available for comments
but the TNO of Sadar thana said
he would look into the matter.

Town dwellers are being de-
prived of basic civic amenities
due to manifold problems in
Chandpur and Sirajganj mu-
nicipalities.

Our Chandpur correspondent
reports: Chandpur Munic-.
ipality established in 1896 cov-
ers an area of 12 square miles
with a population of one lakh.
The municipality having A
grade status is beset with multi-
larious problems including de-
plorable condition of roads, ab-
sence of proper drainage sys-
lem, scarcity of pure drinking
waler, inadequate street lights,
traffic jams, frequent power
failure. absence of public 1oilets
and recreational facilities.

Most of the roads, lanes and
by-lanes, in the municipal area
dre in a pitiable condition.
These roads are not being re-
paired for a long time. Most of
the roads and by-lanes were
damaged by the flood of 1998.

Many roads in the newl
created ward no 5 are stifl
kutcha. The roads are Bishnudi,
Bank Colony, Madrasha Road,
Bhuiya Bari Road, Bakaul Bari
Road. The roads of Puran Bazar
are also in bad shape. Many
roads damaged by ‘98 flood re-
main unrepaired.

The town dwellers are facing
Serious problems of water stag-
nation caused by rain and flood
water. Nazirpara. Professor
Para, Taltala, Bishnudi. Gov-
ernment Staff Quarters usually
g0 under water after rain. There
IS no proper drainage system in
this areas. Most of the roads.
lanes, by-lanes are filled with
filth and garbages. Water stag-
nation remains in the area for
months together.

I The violation of traffic rules

in the municipal area has be-
come a normal affair causing
problems to pedestrians,
Comilla Road, Station Road.
Bus Station, Natun Bazaar,

Roam Pall Bazar, Court Station
Road areas are affected badly

By Staff Correspondent

ipal a.ea, but at present about
10,000 rickshaws are plying in
the municipal area without li-
cence,

Due to lack of adequate wa-
ter supply in the municipal area
about one lakh people are suf-
lering. The water supply project
under 16 town development
scheme has not yet been com-
pleted 5 deep tubewells in
Biponibagh area are not prop-
erly working for a long time.
Public toilets in the municipal
area are inadequate. More pub-
lic toilets are needed. There is
no park in the municipality.
Absence of recreational facili-
ties i1s another problem. The
municipal park has been turned
into an 'Eidgah’. There is no
street lights in many roads and
bi-lanes. So most of the roads
and by lanes remain dark,
Chandpur bus terminal is situ-
ated in the heart of the town.
The bus stand should immedi-
ately be shifted to Baburhat.

Recently Chandpur Munici-
pality has extended the munici-
pal area upto Bishnudi. a new
ward. But there is no develop-
ment work in the newly created
ward., The municipal authority
has recently increased the mu:
nicipal taxes. The municipality

also lacks a slaughter house for
a long time. So cows and goats
are sﬁaughtemd here and there
threatening the public health
and environmernt,

Our Sirajganj Correspon-
dent says: The century old
Sirajganj Municipality lacks all
kinds of civic amenities, causing
imemnse sufferings to one lakh

eighty-five thousand town
dwellers.

The Pnpu]allnn of the
municipality, - which was

established 120 years ago, has
increased over the years, but
no new roads, streets and lanes
were constructed. There
remains a chronic traffic jam
in the town. At least 15,000
rickshawas and rickshaw vans
have been plying on the streets
in the Sirajganj Municipality
area. But according to the
authorities concerned, only
4,000 rickshaws and rickshaw
vans have valid licences. As a
result the municipality is being
deprived of huge revenue.

Usually no attempt to seize
the unlicensed rickshaws and
rickshaw-vans is made. But
only during the traffic weeks the
authorities become active.

The roads and streets which
were damaged badly during the

Problems grip 2 municipalities

last floods. are yet to be re-
aired for want of required
Rmds. Innumerable crackcs
and potholes have been devel-
oped on the roads and streets.
TEIE town also lacks proper:
r:lraina%e and sanitation system.
Several pucca drains had been
constructed during the last 10
yvears. But those were not built
as per plan, local people al-
leged. Besides. sub-standard
construction materials had been
used at that time, they added.,
Most of the areas under
Sirajganj Municipality are low-
lyln%‘areas. Water logging is one
of the main problems in the
towrn. At least 60 per cent of the
dwellers suffer from this prob-
lem for about six months every
year.

The municipality authorities
also cannot supply adequate
water to the residents. The
dwellers have to depend on
tubewells and ponds. The main
kitchen market in the town re-
mains in an unhygienic condi-
tion. Garbages are piled up
near Baro Bazaar, the new
market area. A large number
of people throng at the market
everyday to purchase fish, meat
and vegetables. Moreover,

butchers slaughter animals in

public places. The municipality
chairman, Abu Mohammad

Golam Kirbia, said shortage of

fund is the main obstacle to
address the problems.

Accused
surrenders
to police

From Our Correspondent
MOULVI BAZAR, Nov 30: An

accused in a sensational mur-
der case surrendered to police
recently,

The accused was identified

as Shipar Hussain. He allegedly
killed ,i-{l

is uncle Syed Sadeque
Hussain, an officer of Janata

63 thousand metric tons of
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‘Help implement CHT peace

accord, urges Dipankar

FARUA. Rangamati, Nov 30 -
Chairman of the task force on
repam‘ntrd tribal and internal
refugees rehabilitation affairs.
Dipankar Talukdar, MP urgec
all favouring the CHT peace ac-
cord to work together to com-
plete its implementation at the
earliest. reports BSS,

He said. "it is not wise to ex-
pect implementation of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts peace ac-
cord nvﬂr-rﬂght- Ag number
of clauses of the accord has al-
ready been implemented within
two year's of its signing.”

Dipankar, the dominatin
member of the CHT peace acco
implementation committee,
assured that each and every
clause accommodated in the ac-
cord will be implemented.

He was speaking as the chief
guest at an exchange of views
meet on the implementation of
the CHT peace accord held
at Farua Bazar, an inaccessible
tribal shopping centre in
Helalchhari thana of the dis-
trict. largely attended by public
representatives, government of-

ficials. tribal headmen. Kar-
baris and local elite.

Chairman of Farua Union
Parishad. Tezendra Lal Tan-
changya presided over the meet-
ing.

Dipankar urged all to come
forward to cooperate the gov-
ermment to expedite completion
of implementation of peace ac-
cord, adding that the govern-
ment has formed the Chit ng
Hill Tracts regional council to
cooperate it to implement the
accord.

A total of 750 former tribal
rebels were rehabilitated giving
them jobs in police department
imrnediately after surrender.

Nineteen members of the
Parbattya Chattagram Jano
Sanghati Samity were freed
from prison who were earlier

jailed on various charges in

preview of the peace accord. Dj-
pankar said, adding that other
members of PCJ are being
acquitted of their cases on
submission of necessary pa-

pers.

Winter vegetables farming
scheme in dists

About 18.550 hectares of

land have been brought under
winter vegetables cultivation
programme in Pirojpur and
Kishoreganj in the current sea-
son, report agencies.

Agriculture Extension De-
partment has taken up a pro-
Eramme to bring some 13,450

ectares of land in Pirojpur dis-
trict under cultivation of vari-
ous winter crops, fixing the out-
put target at 18,578 mts.

Of the total lands, lentils
will be cultivated on 7,450
hectares with an estimated pro-
duction target of 5,620 mts.

Besides, 3,700 hectares of
land. including 300 in sadar.
250 in Kaukhali, 1,200 in Ne-
sarabad. 450 in Bhandaria, 500
in Mathbaria, 1.000 hectares in
Nazirpur thanas have been
brought: under vegetable culti-
vation.

The production target has
been fixed at 5.55 lakh mts.

About 5100 hectares have
been brought under various
winter vegetable cultivation in
13 thanas of Kishoreganj dis-
trict in the current season.

‘According to Agriculture
Extension Directorate (AED)
sources, the thanawise break up
is as follows: Hossainpur-600
hectares, Sadar-600 heclares.

Pakundia-700 hectares. Ka-
tiadi-600 hectares, Karimganj-
350 hectares, Tarail-480
hectares, Itna-100 hectares.
Mithamon-50 hectares., Nikli-
100 hectares, Ashtagram-400
hectares, Bajitpur-400 hectares,
Kuliarchar-400 hectares and
Bhairab-350 hectares.

A target has been fixed to
produce 76,500 tonnes of veg-
etables in the district in this
season. Seeds of various kind of
vegetable have already been
supplied to the farmers.

Another report says: Some
1,43,200 hectares of land have
been brought under Boro culti-
vation in 13 thanas of Kishore-
ganj district. ;

Agriculture officials said
1,35,000 hectares have been
brought under High Yielding
Variety while the rest under lo-
cal variety. The production tar-
get has been fixed at 401,340
mis.

They said necessary steps
have been taken to provide
loans. HYV seeds, fertilisers,
insecticides and other agri-in-
puts to the [armers.

Bangladesh Krishi Bank and
other commercial banks have
started distributing farm loan
among the poor farmers.

Events of districts
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Poet Nazrul Birth Centenary Memorial

picture

Lecture 1is
progressing in Comilla Government Women's College.
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A colourful procession was brought by Faridpur unit ."f
Bangladesh Diabetics Samity in Faridpur town recently in

observance of World Diabetes Day.

— Star photo

Maj Gen (Retd) M S A Bhuyian addressing at an Islamic
conference on Friday at Chandgaon madrassa in
Shaheednagar of Daudkandi thana under Comilla district.

due to frequent traffic jams.
According to the municipal

authorities there are about

4.000 rickshaws, in the munic-

house of Siraj and recovered 110 litres of loca -made wine, 20
litres of liquor and some equipment on July 25, 1995.

Visitors thronging at an agricultural exhibition held
recently at Sailkupa thana in Jhenidah district.

— Star photo

Bank. at Prithim Pasa village
under Kulaura thana on May 28
this year.

A dirty area near Sirajganj thana
municipality.

in Sirajganj
— Star photo




