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A Trlbute to a Theatre Guru

A week long festival of the theatrical works of Abdullah Al Mamun begins

——T. —
E};Abdua Saboor

UR independence, our

sovereignty, is the result

of a bloody war that
brought us our freedom. After
this achievement, the
uncontrolled competition to
reap the crop of independence
began very naturally
‘throughout the country. The
comparatively young genera-
tion was the victim of its in-
evitable negative effects. Hu-
man values were quickly af-
fected in a bad way. At this

threatening situation, the citi-
zens, especially the elders were
baflled. A kind of fear pervaded
their minds that the traditional
culture and social systems are
oing to be destroyed.

Evidently, the theme and the
message of 'Subachan Nir-
bashane'. a play written and di-
rected by Abdulla Al Mamun ro-
tates centering the above-men-
tioned situation and fear. The
play, in its [irst redirected pro-
duction after 1974, has not im-
plemented any experiment
while staging and the technique

* focused on the
duces the audience with the

of presentation is very simple,
The play opens with a court-

room scene, with a faint light

judge: She intro-

members of this judiciary pro-
cess and tells that this court is
the court of our real life.

The accused in this case is a
father whereas the three
lawyers are his two sons and
one daughter and for the time
being there is no witness in this
process.

The first case starts with the
elder son. Khokon, accusing his
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father of teaching him the
wrong moral. His father always
told him 'Honesty is the best
policy’. Throughout his life
Khokon has abided by this
saying and never told a lie. The

- tragedy took place when his fa-

ther sent him to one of his
wealthy friends for securing a
job but Khokon was turned
down immediately by the ‘boss.
The shock came to him more
acutely when Khokon's friend,
who passed his exams in a mere
third division, gets the job.

His father tells him to go and
protest against this discrimina-
tion and angry Khokon goes
back to do so. He assaults the

boss and consequently goes to -

jail. The first case ends here
with the father proved guilty.

The second case starts with
the younger son, Tapan, accus-
ing his father of teaching him
another obsolete moral that a
studious life leads to a wealthy
life, which also does not prove
true in his ease. Moreover,
watching his brother going to
the jail. Tapan does not see any
bright prospect for his own fu-
ture. Frustration gets to him
and as a result he chooses the
path of terrorism and begins to
earn a lot of money. Finally, he
robs the boss who refused his
brother a job but he too, conse-
quently, gets imprisonment.
Thus the father is proved guilty
again.

The third case begins after a
short recess of 10 minutes. His
only daughter Ranu now ac-
cuses the exhausted father. He
taught his daughter that conju-
gal life is made a success by the
qualities of a bride. Ranu gets
liiartied o the clerk of the boss.
The clerk, an absolute victim of
the social system. finds his job
in jeopardy unless he sends
Ranu to the boss for entertain-
ment. But things become un-
bearable for Ranu and she
comes back to his father's
house. She accuses her father of
giving her the wrong prcécpts
for her married life.

The judiciary process is over.

awaiting the verdict of the judge
but the judge leaves the judge-
ment to the audimcc and slowly
the ‘curtain falls.

B e el

' jumder played the fath:r*

The
role of Ranu was ‘t.*:ril]isamf.lyri

acted by Tropa Mojumder. Ab-
dulla Al Mamum performed
brilliantly as the boss and was
able to arouse a sheer hatred for

his character.

The play was the first of the
series of seven plays written by
Abdullah Al Mamun. The The-
atre Group has arranged a
seven-day drama festival of
this talented dramatist, direc-
tor and actor, titled Pheere
Dekha (Retrospective).

The festival, looks back at
the theatrical oeuvre of Abdul-
lah Al Mamun, opened Decem-
ber 27, 1999, and will show
plays everyday till December 3

“at Mahila Samity. The festival

will feature seven plays written
by this celebrated dramatist.
Abdullah Al Mamun, did his
graduation and post graduation
in History from Dhaka Univer-
sity. For years, he worked as a
producer in Bangladesh televi-

sion. He won the Bachshas

“award for best story and best

screen playwright in 1975 along

with National Televigion
Award as the best drama-pro-
ducer. Bangla Academy Award
winner Mamun proved his bril-
liance once whenshe won
the National Film Award as the
best producer for "Ekhoney
Somoy' in 1980 and for 'Dui
Jiban’ in 1988,
Theatre group conferred
Munir Chowdhury Memorial
Award upon him in 1991 and
from the same year, he has been
acting as the director general of
National Mass Media Institute.
_His autobiography 'Amar Ami'
came out this year. H= also won
the Nandikar Award. In his
colourful life Mamun has been
to many countries of the world
and bhis works brilliantly re-
tflect his various experiences.

The eminent educationist
professor Anisurzzaman inau-

A dramatic sequence from the play Aihon Dushsomoy.

. Quarterly 'Theatre’

gurated the programme, which
began at 6 PM. National Profes-

sor Kabir Chowdhury presided -

over the p . Ramendu
-Mojumder gave the welcome

November 27 is the birthday
of the Natya Guru Munir
Chawdhury. On the occasion
Theatre group has been organiz-
ing a weeklong festival for the
past few years. Theatre feels
proud to pay tribute to this ge-
nius.

Theatre group has played an
important role in the arena ‘of
stage drama in Bangladesh. The
group was founded in 1972. The
first production came out on
21st February 1972 while it's
first regular performance
started from 19th April 1974. It
presented its dramas in places
like Seoul, New York, New Jer-
sey. Delhi and Calcutta. Of its
32 productions, twenty-one
dramas are original, five of
them are translated and four of
them are adaptation. Theatre
group also performed two street
dramas
Ferdousi Mojumder, the veteran
artist of the group, presented
the first ever solo-performance
in Bangladesh, ‘'Kokilara’,
written by Abdullah Al Mamun.
is a
publication which first came
out in 1972. The magazine is
now on it's 21st year. Almost
one hundred dramas and a large
number of criticisms have been

published in this magazine.

In 1990, Theatre group set up
a school called ' Theatre' and
the school offers one year long
acting course. The school is car-

rying on the classes of its 10th
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loud telling him about his ride

K Tukro Megh on BTV |ght

Tukro Megh will be aired
on BTV tonight after the
news in Bangla. Written by
Sayed Manjurul Islam and
directed by Hasan the drama
stars - Ali Zaker, Towkir
Ahmed, Bipasha Hayat. Zhora.
[bne Hasan and many others.
Synopsis: Mr. Afzal was
living quile happily with his
family. He and his wife both
loved each other more than
anything in this world. His wife
had a hobby of cooking deli-
cious foods for her husband.
Their son Masum was liked by
his sister Tina's friend Lisa.
Masum tells Lisa that he only
things her as his sister's friend
and nothing else. Lisa cried out

on the motor bike with another .
girl in his back. On the other
hand road constructors find a
skelelon in front of their house.
The curiosity among the local's

gathered them in front of Mr.

Alzal's house. Seeing the crowd

he comes oul to inquire and sees
the skeleton. In the mean time a
reporter arrives at the scene. He
asks Mr. Afzal about the skele-
ton. But he denies knowing any-
thing about it. While the police
comes to the scene they report
about a missing woman. Police

lalks to everyone in the house
but does not get any informa-

tion about the skeleton. But
Lisa tells them that, around
four months ago a 23/24 year

Zahid Hasan (L) and Towkir Ahmed (R) in a scene from Choto Choto Dhew.
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- old lady came along with Ma-
sum. They had a fight and at -

one point Masum thr:at:ned
her to kill her.
Choto Choto Dhew on

Channel i
The fifth episode of the

" drama serial Choto Choto Dhew

will be aired on Channel i on
Nevember 30. Playwright and
directed by Arun Chowdhury
the drama stars - Shami
Kaysar, Zahid Hasan, Bipasha
Hayat. Towkir Ahmed, Nasima
Khan, Tania, Sweety, Monir
Khan, Shimul, Nobel, Trapa
Majumdar and many others.

Synopsis: Inspector ToWwkir -

Ahmed receives a phone call
from an unknown man. He took

— 'Bibisab’ and 'Kursi'. -

Ferdousi Mojumder in Kokilara

batch with great flare. The
school has been conducting
three-month long course in
Comilla, Mymensing, Sylhet,
Barisal, Laxmipur and Chit-
tagong. Theatre group has in-
troduced Munir Chowdhury
Memorial Award and Moham-
mad Zakaria Award in 1983
and 1997

This year's Munir Chowd-
hury Memorial Award and Mo-
hammad Zakaria Memorial

~ prize were given to Syed Sham-

sul Hoque and Shimul Yosuf re-
spectively.

In expressing his feelings.
Syed Huque recalled his days of
English Department at the
Dhaka University " where
‘Munir Ehi'was his teacher ind
Syed Huque used to imitate him
in every way possible. "It was
Munir Bhi who was the first to
encourage me to write plays,”
said Syed Huque in an emo-

tional voice. -

Shimul Yosuf received her
award from Tahamina Za-
karia. wife of late Mahammad
Zakaria who expressed her deep
gratitude to everyone and espe-
cially to the audience, whom
she thinks, makes an actor or
an actress what he or she is.

The second session featured

the play. The other plays to be

staged are "Akhon Dushsomoy’,
‘Akhono Kritodas’, 'Kokilara’,
‘Spardha’ and 'Meraj Fakirer
Ma'. The festival is dedicated to
the memory of poet Begum Su-
fia Kamal.

Abdullah Al Mamun in
speech, expressed his firm
lution to keep on writing Im
future and so we hope that this
_festival is just a comma on a
Iung glorious line and the gap
between this comma and the
full stop should stretch as- wide
as possible.

his

a special assignment on inves-
tigating his own brother's mur-
der case. He immediately
reaches to the crime scene at the
house his brother was mur-
dered. He found the maid ser-

. vant Muna there, she worked at
‘the house. He asked her that -

why was she still here. In reply
she tells him that she loves the
caretaker of the house. Leavi

her he goes upstairs and finds
two young men trying to visual-
ize something with a binocular
through the window. He scares
them and asks them what they
were doing there. Seeing the in-
spector they get scared and

* panicked.

Compiled By: Nafid Imran
Ahmed '

Towkir Ahmed appears in Ek Tukro Megh

Monday 29th November

(All programmes are in
local time. The Daily Star
will not be responsible
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