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KARACHI, Nov 27: From the
rime minister's palatial mar-
le residence to a dingy and

dark prison cell, Pakistan's de-
sed premier is dcmandlalitlg
tter conditions from his jail-
ers, defense lawyers said today.,
reports AP.

Sharif's lawyers will appear
in court on Monday demanding
better living conditions for
their client — the man the army
wrenched from power on Oct 12
in a bloodless coup. Sharif has
been in custody since then ac-
cused by the mili of plotting
to kill the army chief by al-

legedly refusing to allow the
airc returning him to Pak-
istan to land in southern

Karachi.

The same day the army took
control of Pakistan.

"He is a suspect, but is being
treated like a condemned pris-
oner,” Igbal Raad, a member of
Sharif's legal team, told The
Associated Press. "His room is
so small that he has to fold his
cot to offer prayers. It is in-
fested with mosquitoes. It
doesn't even have an attached
toilet.”

The: Malir prison where
Sharif, who took power in Pak-
istan with a two-thirds major-
ity in 1997 is being held, is
overcrowded like most jails in
Pakistan.

The high walled compound
on the outskirts of this south-
ern port city was built to ac-
commodate 680 prisoners. To-
day it houses 2,590 prisoners,
sald a prison official who asked
not to be identified.

The inmate population is a
mix of maximum security con-
victs, imprisoned for multiple
murders are terrorism, to min-
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Sharif's 'horrific'
days in prison

imum security petty thieves.
During the court appearance

Sharif told reporters condi-

tions in prison were horrific.

"The jail authorities keep
the lights on even during the
night so that I can't sleep,” he
said. "They also turn on the fan
throughout the night but refuse
to give me a blanket.”

harif said he is allowed
outside his cell for 40 minutes
each day to exercise.

His food is passed to him
from beneath the iron cell door.

In Pakistan, there are differ-
ent classifications of prisoners,
explained Raad. The criteria
that determines a prisoner's
classification is education, po-
litical position and economic
status.

Sharif's lawyers say they
will argue Monday that he is
not receiving the level of treat-
ment guaranteed him under
prison rules and is being denied
certain privileges those rules
allow him. The privileges in-
clude food brought by relatives,
clothes, television set, radio
and newspaper.

"As a lormer prime minister
and an educated man he is enti-
tled to better facilities, includ-
ing newspapers,” said Raad,

But so far he has been denied
EVer newspapers.

During Friday's court ap-
pearance Sharif was seen fold-
ing a newspaper into small
pieces and stuffing the pieces
inside his jacket to take back to
jail with him.

A former Cabinet minister
and close friend of Sharifl's
Sheikh Rashid, said he was
"Shaken by the way Nawaz
Sharif is being treated.”

pﬂed_l_lp on

busy roads at Ctg

From Nurul A'im

CHITTAGONG. Nov 27
Garbage collection is yet to be
streamlined in the port city de-
spite launching of a 'crashpro-
%ramme' by thie Chittagong City

orporation (CCC) fwo weeks

ago.
Garbage remains piled up at
different points in the city,
causing health hazard.
In some areas, garbage is
ﬁ:cd up even on busy roads.
ese include the road in front
of Reazuddin Bazar, Askardighi
Crossing. Station Road, Kata-
ahar Lane and the roads in
hatforhadbeg and Badurtala
areas.

Residents alleged that
garbage collection is very slow,
resulting in piling up.

When contacted, CCC con-
servancy officials said the
crash programme would con-
tinue for some more days.

Conservancy workers are
now clearing over 500 tons of
garbage a gi.’. Somu private
trucks were also hired for col-
lection of garbage. they said.

They pointed out the 'short-
age’ of garbage trucks as some of
::lns: were damaged during har-

S.

The CCC has taken yp a plan
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killing of Polash could not be
known immediately.

Polash used to go Dhampara
in Bania Nagar to play basket-
ball with his friends. A number
of friends of Polash took him
inside a room when he went to
play at Dhampara in the after-
noon on November 17. before
inflicting multiple stab injuries
on him, sources said.

His friends stabbed him on
both his hands and the right leg
with a machete. Fulasﬁ wWas
admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) from
where he was shifted to
Orthopaedic Hospital. He died
there at about 5 pm on Friday
last, sources added.

The body was handed over to
the family of the victim after
autopsy at the DMCH morgue.

to construct 1100 dustbins
shortly to improve conservancy
service, officials said.

Meanwhile, about 2,000 con-
servancy workers of the CCC
went on a 40-hour strike 10
days ago, protesting attacks by
pro-hartal activists on them
and garbage trucks,

At that time, about 1400 tons
nlf garbage got piled up in the
clty.

PM: Bank Asia
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ogy and increase profit to {ace
the tough challenges. |

The prime minister hop=d
Bank Asia would remain iree
from default loans bv taking
precautionary measuies from
the very beginning of its opera-
tion. She also asked the new
bank to expand its activities in
the rural areas for the benefit of
common people.

Hasina said ensuring macro
economic stability is the main
target of the government. In-
crease of investment through
macro economic stability will
ensure economic h and its
sustainability.

So, the government is con-
tinuing its efforts to bring back
discipline in the banking sector
and ensure transparency and
accountability in all financial
institutions, she said.

"Due to the steps taken by the
government, a positive impact
of the banking sector is being
reflected on the open market
policy.” she said and asked Lhe
private banks to expand their
activities.

The prime minister said the
government has given special
emphasis on the growth and de-
velopment of the private sector.
Due to open competition, the
quality of service and skill will
increase more and more, she
hoped.

She said the private banks,
which limited their activities
malnlg in the urban areas,
should expand their operations

further to achieve the desired
target,
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Power theft
PDB files case

against
Ershad Shikdar

'From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Nov 27: Sales and
Distribution Department of
PDB, Khulna has filed a case
against Ershad Shikdar for al-
leged sttalh;ihuf electricity
worth Tk 47 | .
- Shikdar's bodyguard Noor-e-
Alam gave statement under 164
on August 30 last on how elec-
tricity bills were forged by a
group of metre readers of PDB,

Later, a senior official of
PDB examined metres of the Ice
Factory at Skid Ghat and de-
tccted the fraud. A report was
also sent to the head office of
PDB describing how electricity
was stolen and bills were
forged.

Four officials of the depart-
ment concerned of the PDB were
officially charged for con-
nivance. Bul no departmental
action has yet been taken, said
a source in the KMP.

Meanwhile, Abdullah Azad
Chowdhury, DC (Hq) and one of
the alleged beneficiaries of Er-
shad Shikdar reportedly
threatened Noor-e-Alam not to
‘exceed the limit.'

He went to Noor-e-Alam to-
day at Khalishpur thana and
asked him not to give any fur-
ther statement against Ershad
Shikdar and others.

Noor-e-Alam named DC
Azad of KMP as one of the bene-
ficiaries. said a KMP source.

BJP suspends
Kalyan Singh

NEW DELHI, Nov 27: India's
ruling Bharatiya Janata Part
(BJP) suspended a key region
leader, Kalyan Singh, today for
what it calred anti-party activi-
ties, party president Kushabhau
Thakre said. reports Reuter.

"We have decided to suspend
him (Kalyan Singh) from the
primary membership of the
parg." Thakre told reporters.

arlier this month BJP
asked Kalyan Singh to step
down as Chief Minister of the
politically crucial northern
Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.

Singh was replaced by Ram
Prakash Gupta after the party
put up a poor show in the recent
general elections.

Uttar Pradesh is a key state
for the ruling party because i
accounts for the largest number
of seats In the 545-member
lower house of parliament.

Some BJP activists had been
demanding that Singh be re-
placed after the Hindu nation-
alist party and its allies, which
won a clear majority in the
September-October elections,
worn just 29 of the state's 85 par-
liamentary seats. -

Thakre said a notice had
been served on Singh which
says he attempted to denigrate
the party and broke party dis-
cipline,

Rivals call hartal

in Feni tomorrow

FENI. Nov 27: The district
Zia Parishad and newly elected

municipal commissioners
called day-long hartal in the
district on Monday, reports
UNB.

The newly elected commis-
sioners have called the hartal
to immediately gazette the elec-
tion results and re-polling in
two centres where voting was
pcstponed.

On the other hand. the Zia
Parishad called [or shutdown to
press for cancellation of results
of the 'farcical municipal elec-
tion'.

The Parishad held a protest
meeting this evening -t its of-
fice at Rampur with Fazlur
Rahman Bakul in the chair.

BNP central executive com-
mittee member Shahiduddin
Ferdous, district unit organis-
ing secretary Ziauddin Mister
and Chhatra Dal general secre-
tary Quamrul Hasan Masud
were present.

Meanwhile, the newly
elected poura commissioners
held a {?ress conference on Fri-
day and pressed their demand.

Tehran jails

From page |

daily newspaper Khordad was
banned on the latter charge.

In addition, he was banned
from journalism for five years
for libel and publishing lies.
and the fine was levied for agi-
tation against the Islamic sys-
tem.

The sentence, issued after a
six-day landmark trial that
touched on the most sensitive
issues in the Islamic republic,
deals a heavy blow to the re-
formist movement, which had
looked to Nouri to lead it in
next February's parliamentary
polls.

"The court was illegal, so the
verdict is not acceptable,” close
aide Faribah Davoudi told re-
porters outside the courtroom.

"Mr Nouri has said several
times he does not recognise the
court or its verdict. We expected
even worse, because an entity
which is illegal cannot have le-
gal verdicts,” she said.

Nouri arlgued repeatedly that
the clerical courts, whicz are
not covered in the constitution,
are illegal and designed to bar
free expression and limit de-
bate.

However, the court's defend-
ers say Iran’'s supreme clerical
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has used his powers to autho-
rise the courts, superseding the
constitution.

B -1“3' : - \.b

President Shahabuddin Ahmed addressing a national seminar on ‘Bangladesh in the 21st
Century Socio-economic Perspectives' in the city yesterday.

Political stability

From page 1

said, "Inellicient management
is blamed for low productivity;
but how can efficient manage-
ment be developed if labour
leaders decide who should be
appointed General Manager or
who should be transferred?”

The President stressed the
need for proper education and
training particularly in modern
science and technology for
human resource development
and transforming the huge pop-
ulation into asset.

Identifying over-population
as the main cause of poverty, he
said poverty alleviation should
be given top priority and family
planning programme needs to
be implemented with all vigour.

Quoting official statistics he
said population growth came
down to 1.6 per cent from 3.1
per cent in 15 years, but the rate
is still very high compared to
the country's iesources.

He underscored the need [or
intensifying all efforts to in-
crease food production to over-
come the shortage, estimated at
20 ]akh tons. the country faces
n a normal year of harvest.

He, however, said industrial
development remains only op-
tion in the face of declining soil
fertility.

Begum Matia Chowdhury
said there is no alternative to
increase food production to feed
20 lakh additional mouths
born ¢very year.

Annual food shortage ranges
from 18 lakh to 21 lakh tons
despite increase of food produc-
tion from 1.95 crore tons three
years ago to 2.15 crore tons last
year, she said.

She expressed concern over
the siltation of river beds that
leads to frequent flooding and
was critical of donors for dis-
couraging river dredging on the
plea ot high cost involved.

"Floods wash away all our

piwgress and occhicvements,
which are no less costly than
the expenses we need for dredg-
ing." the minister said.

"We'll fix up our priorities on
our own. If financial assistance
is not available, we'll go ahead
with whatever resources we've.
What we should do and not do
must not be decided by others,”
she asserted.

Education Minister ASHK
Sadique said Bangladesh has
no option but to be sc!f-reliant
economically and socially. He
regretted country's dependence
on others in all the fields —
economy, intellectual property
and technology.

FBCCI president Abdul Awal
Mintoo sought intervention of
the President to develop a
friendly relationship between
the ruling and opposition par-

ies.

He said the existing unstable
political situation is creating a
complex situation in all
spheres of life. Some specific
political programmes are leav-
ing a far-reaching impact on
public life.

In his key-note speech SID
overning council member Dr
K Ahmad said the country's

poverty ratio remains high at
about 48 per cent while a quar-
ter is affiicted with hardcore
poverty.

Economic growth has also
not accelerated and social indi-
cators generallE reflec. low per-
formance. nvironmental
degradation is widespread.

"Governance remains char-
acterised by corruption and in-
efficiency. Lack of trans-
parency and bureaucratic hin-
drances are serious stumbling
blocks," Dr Ahmad said.

The seminar focussed on ed-
ucation an employment, food
security, women in politics and
political process to work out a
strategy befitting the needs for
the 21st century.

—PID photo

Shipley concedes defeat
in NZ election

WELLINGTON, Nov 27:
Prime Minister Jenny Shipley
conceced defeat today in New
Zealand's general election, end-
ing nine years of conservative
rule and ushering in a new cen-
ter-left coalivon, reports AP.

"It appears that New Zealand
has decided it is time for a
change.” Shipley told support-
ers, her voice cracking. "I have
spoken to the Right Honorable
Helen Clark and I have warmly
congratulated her on her suc-
cess.

Leaving her house in a cen-
tral Auckland suburb, Clark
cautiously acknowledged her

viclory.

"[tr?’nnks like we are going to
have a new government,” she
told reporters. "We are going to
start building that toimorrow
when I meet with (Alliance

Earlier story on page 9

leader]) Jim Anderton and we
wanl to make a change for the
belter.”

Clark, 49, called her victory
"a tremendous honour and priv-
ilege."

“The result tnnl%lét clearly
indicates that New Zealanders
want a change of direction. We
are on the cusp of a new century
and we can have a fresh start. |
stand before you humbled that
our party has again been chosen
to begin a fresh start in New
Zealand,” she told supporters
later at a victory party,

With 85 per cent of the vote
counted, 1 projected that
Labour would lead a govern-
ment with the left-wing Al-
liance and the Greens.

"It is clear to me that the cen-
ter-left has won a great victory
in New Zealand tonight ™ Al-
liance leader Jim Anderton
said.

Labour was shown winnin
49 seats, up from 37 in the 199
election, the Alliance had 10
seats, two down from 1996. Na-
tional was down from 44 to 40
seats and the Greens — fighting
their first election — had six in
the 120-seat parliament.

"We are disappointed, of
course,” Treasurer Bill English
told TV1. "National has been
around a long time, we will take
our medicine. .... What | want

now is sit down and look at
what went wrong ... and get on
the long road back."

Two TNon-binding citizen-

‘initited referendums were also

on the ballot — one recommend-
g tougher sentences for crim-
inals and the other recom-
mending the number of law-
makers in parliament be re-
duced from 120 to 99. Both
looked like being carried
strongly based on early returns.

Analysts interpreted the
swing Lo the left as a simple de-
sire for change.

40 houses, shops
gutted in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 27: Fire
destroyed goods and property
worth Tk 15 lakh including 40
houses and business establish-
ments at Dhama Pukur Parr
near Agrabad Commercial area
under Double Mooring thana in
the city this afternoon.

Six goats, one cow and a calf
were also roasted alive in the
fire that occurred at around 5

ITl.
The fire which reportedly
originated from a leakage in the
gas pipeline of that area, which
remained unrepaired for the
last few days, spread fast en-

ulfing the whole area. Nine

usiness establishments in-
cluding Grocer's Stationeries, a‘

oultry firm and over thirty
Emuses were gutted in the fire
before it could be extinguished
at around 7 pm this evening.

BNP protest rally

In City tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

BNP will hold a protest rally
tomorrow at 3:00 pm at
Muktangan as part of the oppo-
sition sponsored countrywide
agitation programmes.

BNP city unit President
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP

¥alled upon all to attend the

programme and make it a suc-
cess, said a BNP press release
yesterday.

NSI astt director

killed in road

accident

By Staff Correspondent

An assistant director of the
National Security Intelligence
(NSI) was killed when a mini
bus and a maxi collided at Staff
Road in city's Banani area yes-
terday afternoon, police said.

The dead was identified as
Abdul Hye, 42, an assistant di-
rector of the NSI, police said.
Hye died on the spot.

The accident occurred when
the mini bus and maxi collided
at Staff Road at about 5:15 pm.
Hye was a passenger of the
maxi, police said.

[talian national
killed in road
accident in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 27: An
Italian national was killed in a
road accident in Tigerpass area
in the city this morning. police
said. , N

He was identified as Tedesco
Sedestiano, 65,

Police said Tedesco died on
the spot when a speeding bus hit
his motorbike from behind.

Tedesco was slayinF at a
church at Jamalkhan for the
last two years. His body will be
sent back to Italy.

Police seized the bus but its
driver managed to flee.

JU Syndicate to
hold meeting

tomorrow
By JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
(JU) authorities have called an
emergency meeting of the uni-
versity syndicate tomorrow to
discuss re-opening of the uni-
versity.

The meeting will be held at
the Council Room of Admi-
nistrative Building at 4:00 pm.
Acting Vice Chancellor Prof
Abdul Bayes will preside over
the meeting.

Letters have been issued to
the syndicate members yester-
day asking them to attend the
meeting.

Meanwhile, a section of stu-
dents under the banner of
"Admission Fee Hike Resis-
lance Committee” (AFHRC)
yesterday submitted a memo-
randum to the acting VC
demanding immediate re-open-
ing of the university and with-
drawal of enhanceg admission
fees.

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikya
(GCO). a conglomeration of left-
leaning students' organisa-
tions, also submitted a memo-
randum to the acting VC yester-
day to press their four-point
demand.

Rawshan’s remark

From page 1

chiefs of the four parties, they
said.

Hearing Roushan's remarks,
Jamaat leader Mohammad
Kamaruzzaman and [0OJ leader
ARM Abdul Matin talked with
JP Chairman HM Ershad, Sec-
retary General Naziur Rahman
Manjur and Presidium member
Kazi Firoz Rashid,

Kamaruzzaman told The
Daily Star that he talked with
Ershad over phone and ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction.

Kamaruzzaman quoted Er-
shad as saying that the state-
ment made by Roushan did not
reflect JP's stand and that the
party had no connection with
it.

The Jamaat leader said : We
think this statement will not
affect the current movement
and unity of the opposition al-
liance.

10J leader ARM Abdul Matin
said Ershad told him over

hone that he was unaware of

er statement. "Roushan will
definitely withdraw it today”.
Ershad was quoted to have told
Matin.

"We will also discuss the
matter in today's regular meet-
ing of the Liaison Committee,”
Matin said.

When contacted, BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan said his party would
give its reaction today.

Seminar on HR concludes

Political stability,

separation of

COX'S BAZAR. Nov 27: The
two-day national seminar on
human rights ended here today
calling for political stability
and separation of judiciary to
protect human Br%hts in the
country, reports .

The seminar attended by em-
inent jurists. legal experts,
diplomats and human rights
activists also said that all the
"unconstitutional provisipns”,
including the Special Powers
Act, should be repealed and so-
cial balance be ensured in order
to and the growing violence and
terrorism, the main root of
human rights violation in soci-
ety.

It suggested that the Supreme
Court increase and activate its
power and exercise greater con-
trol over sub-ordinate judi-
ciary. "This should be done to
restore peoples’ confidence in

judiciary on an urgent basis."

Bangladesh Bar Council in
cooperation with Cox's Bazar
Bar Association organised the
seminar. Justice Latifur Rah-
man, a senior judge of the Ap-
pellate Division of the Supreme
Court attended as the chief
Eguest.

Justice Badrul Huq. Justice
Naimuddin Ahmed, Barrister
Amirul Islam, Dutch Ambas-
sador to Bangladesh Dick Den
CB Haas, Canadian High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh
Nicholas H R Etheridge and Ad-
vocate Abdus Salam Talukder,
among others, spoke in the
seminar.

The seminar identified lack
of social awareness and con-
scious about the fundamental
rights of individuals as the
main causes of infringement on
human rights. Taking law in
ones' own hands, use of muscle
power, corruption in adminis-
tration, illiteracy, supersti-
tions, increasing use of fatwa,

Dr Milon

From page 1

Q eased Selina
REBRSE L ibe Aegesand Sl
and Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) General
Secretary Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin took part in the dis-
cussion at Milon Chattar of
Dhaka University yesterday
afternoon.

Dr Milon was killed on this
day at the last stage of the
movement. His death acceler-
ated the movement resulting in
a mass upsurge and the fall of
Ershad regime on December 6,
1990.

In the morning, leaders of
several student bodies includ-
ing Bangladesh Chhatra League,
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Bangladesh Chhatra Union,
JSD-backed Bangladesh Chha-
tra League, B adesh Chhatra
Moitree, Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front. Biplobi Chhatra Moitree
and Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation placed wreaths at
the grave.

From page 1
honour of their mother tongue.

It recalled the glorious role
of poet Bedgum Sufia Kamal who
pioneered the women rights
movements in the country. It
also recalled Shaheed Dr
Milon's role in the anti-auto-
cratic campaign in 1990.

Before the session . the
committee members observed
one-minute silence in their
honour.

Rawshan Ershad

From page 1

unrest if successive govern-
ments had taken the opposition
parties into confidence in run-
ning state affairs.

“When politicians in eve
country are cooperating eac
other for national cause, we are
fightin against each
other....We are fighting our-
selves although there is no ideo-
logical difference.”

Replying to a query she said
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has called for dialogue with the
opposition, but she did not
make formal invitation to the
parties. "Atmosphere also has
to be created lor talks,” she
added.

Asked about the much-
talked about meeting of heads
of four opposition parties,
Rawshan said draft of the pro-

osed joint declaration has

n completed, but it is yet to
be finalised.

Asked if she thought that the
government should allowed
to complete its term, she said:;
"it depends on the activities and
functioning of the government."

"Our democracy could not
meet the demands and aspira-
tions of the people. Five basic
needs of the people need to be
fulfilled if we want to consoli-
date democracy.”

PCISS
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the government of backing
anti-peace terrorists for mur-
der, abduction, extortion and
such other destructive activities
instead of taking action against
the culprits.

PCJSS also demanded of the
government to rescue Rupok

’and action against the terror-
sts.

judiciary stressed

bigotism and fall in the stan-
dard of education are holding
society hostage.

- The judiciary is also facing
many problems including over
burden of cases., procrastina-
tion in disposal of cases. rise in
litigation expenses, lack of
transparency and allegations of
corruption which are putting
serious strain on it.

The seminar observed that
the growing ‘intolerance’ and
‘arrogance’ which are now en-

ulfing s-c-n:lc}y. brought the un-

ealthy confrontations among
peace-loving people. It said the
organised groups, terrorists and
people with irrational emo-
tions were creating the worst
form of crime like rape. acid
throwing, killing for do :
torture on maids and traffick-
ing in women and children.

Riot in Indonesia
claims 41 so far

AMBON (Indonesia), Nov 27:
Fresh Muslim-Christian
clashes in the eastern Indone-
sian town of Ambon have left at
least 41 people dead, officials
and witnesses said, reports AP.

At least 39 civilians and two
security sonnel were killed
after clashes broke out yester-
day following fires set in the
Christian neighbourhood of
Mardika.

Rustam Kastur, a volunteer
at a hospital within the main
Al Fatah mosque, said 23 Mus-
lims were killed and 42 others
were being treated for injuries.

An officer at Haulusy public
hospital who identified herself
only as Betty said 16 bodies
were taken to the clinic alo
with more than a dozen mjurﬁ

people.

And a military official
speaking on condition of
anonymity said one soldier and
a policeman were also killed.

Most of the victimms werg hit
by Eunﬂrl:. and local military
spokesman Lt Col Iwa Budiman
has said that it is difficult to
find the shooters since many
civilians have homemade guns

Another clash broke out this
morning in Ahuru, a village on
the southern outskirts of Am-
bon, leaving some people in-

jured, witnesses said.

Ambon, about 2,300 kilome-

“ters east of the capital, Jakarta,

is the capital of Maluku.

Prabhakaran
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become an election issue,

Mrs Kumaratunga's main
opponent, Ranil
Wicﬂrcmesinghe of the United
National Party — who lost
Eower five years ago — has said

e would e Imore
accommodative to the LTTE
than Mrs Kumaratunga.

The government has treated
previous peace proposals from
the Tigers with skepticism. In
1995, the Tigers abruptly ended
a three-month cease-fire and
broke off talks.

Prabhakaran, who founded
the LTTE in 1976 and is its
undisputed leader, said he
would prefer a third-party

mediation, but would first like
Lo de-escalatc the war.

“Though we called for third-
party mediation we have
emphasised the necessity of
creating certain objective
conditions conducive for peace
talks. We exﬂlained very clearly
that these objective conditions
entail a situation of normalcy
free from military aggression,
occupation and economic
strangulation of the Tamil
nation,” he said.

The rebels want the north
and parts of the east carved into
Eelam, a homeland for the
minority Tamils that they say
will ensure there is no
discrimination by the majority
Sinhalese.




