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Sharif's wife
to enter active
politics
ISLAMABAD, Nov. 27: De-
sed Pakistani Premier Nawaz

harif's wife Kulsoom Nawaz

has announced her entry into
active politics till the time her

husband is freed and democracy

restored in Pakistan, reporis
PTI.

Kulsoom, who
Karachi on Thursday night to
watch proceedings of the plane
hijacking case against Sharif,
his brother Shahbaz, and oth-
ers, told newsmen at the airport
thiat she would coordinate with
woirkers of Sharifs Pakistah
Muslim League until he comes
out of jail.

Kulsoom Nawaz. who was al-
lowed by military authorities to
meet her husband last week,
said she would plunge into poli-
tics until democracy is restored
in the cnunt:{y and Mian Saheb
comes out of jail, according to
Urdu Daily Jung.

[ will coordinate with Mus-
lim League workers until Mian
Saheb comes out (of jail), she
was quoted as saying.

reached

Arafat accuses
Israel of delaying
peace process

RAMALLAH, West Bank, Nov
27: Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat said Friday that Israel
has hampered progress in peace
talks by procrastinating as well
as expanding Jewish settle-
ments, reports AP.

Arafat spoke to The Associ-
ated Press and Dubai TV after
the weekly session of his Cabi-
net,

Israeli and Palestinian ne-
gntiatnrs have until February to
ormulate the framework for a
Eﬂar:e treaty. However, there

ave been only five rounds
since negotiations began
November £, including only one
90-minute session this week,
despite pledges by both sides to
‘US President Bill Clinton to
hold intensive negotiations.

Arafat said Friday that Is-
rael was to blame for lack of
pr:iu ess. "There are difficulties
sti
cause there are attempts by the
Israeli side to procrastinate and
to increase settlement activity,"
Arafat said.

. "God willing we will be able
to solve these issues”, he added.

Arafat said Israeli settle-
ment activity had intensified
around Jerusalem and on the
outskirts of the West Bank town

of Bethlehem.
! At Friday night's Cabinet
meeting, Arafat said no more
time should be "wasted"” in
putting together an agreement,
according to a Cabinet state-
ment. - ;

. ""by February, the negotiators
have to reach agreement on four

complex issues — the final bor-
ders of the Palestinian entity,
the status of Jerusalem, the fate
of Palestinian refugees and the
1 uture of Jewish settlements.

The slow pace of negotia-
tions has raised speculation
tihat either the real talks are go-
ir1g on in secret channels or the
tvvo sides are waiting for US in-
te rvention promised for late
J'ginuary.

Meanwhile, the Palestinian
le:tidership announced Friday
thiit a meeting of the PLO Cen-
tral Council, the body that is to
set the date for a statehood dec-
lariition, will convene in De-
cem \ber.

[t is unlikely the Palestini-
ans will declare statehood uni-
lateially before the September

de:aclline for a final peace treaty .

with Israel.

V anuatu quake
dzath toll may
rise to 12

MIZ LBOURNE, Nov 27: The
death: toll from a powerful
earthcyuake and tsunami which
struck: the South Pacific nation
of Van uiatu could rise to 12, offi-
cials said today, reports
Reuter:s.

A V'iinuatu Disaster Man-
agemerni! Office spokesman said
that six' people had died when a
church collapsed in central
Pentecctit Island. Six people
were also washed out to sea af-
ter the t:s3 unami hit the southern
coast wirl1 one body recovered.

Vanuatu Disaster Manage-
ment Olfllicer director Philip
Karie toldd Reuters Pentecost Is-
land wa:s hardest-hit by the
earthquali e which measured 7.1
on the Ric.hter scale.

"The worst (hit) is the island
of Penteco.st. Some houses are
smashed .and there was a tidal
wave,” he :312id.” At the moment |
know there: are five dead.”

Karie :uiid his office was
sending a ti:am to the island to
assess the «xxtent of the damage.

Australian Broadcastin
Corp radio said the Frenc
Earth Scien«es Observatory had
measured the quake at 7.3 on
the Richter scale, the highest
ever recorded in the Vanuatu
region.

MILF postpones
peace talks
with Manila

ZAMBOAN GA, Philippines,
Nov 27: Filipi1io Muslim rebels
today postpoiled peace talks
with the goveinment after the
cancellation of a meeting be-
tween their lea der and Indone-
sian Presideri: Abdurrahman
Wahid, reports AFP.

Ghazali .laafar. vice-chair-
man for political affairs of the
separatist Moro Islamic Liber-
ation Front (MILF), said his
group had callec! off the resump-
tion of talks sc heduled on De-
cember 13.

He cited the sitart of the Mus-
lim fasting month of Ramadan
next week as tlie reason, but
gave no new date for the reopen-
ing of the discustiions,

MOSCOW. Nov 27: After
meeting little resistance during
the first two months of their
Chechen campaign, Russian
commanders now say they are
rcadﬁ for the hard part — taking
on the guerrillas on their own
ground, l‘EPﬂI‘tE Reuters.

General Valery Manilov, the
Russian Army's first deputy
chief of staff and main Chech-
nya mouthpiece, announced the
launch of a new phase in the
campaign on Friday, saying
troops would now pursue the
rebels into the mountains.

After a relentless advance
from east and the west, Russian
forces now control about half of
the lowland valley south of the
capital where most Chechens
live. They have nearly encircled
the capital itself and are pound-
ing it from overlooking heights,

Russia's military said this
week it would have the capital

surrounded by mid December.
Manilov did not spell out
Grozny's fate, but Russian
troops must either take the city
or obliterate it if they hope to
declare victory,

Russia hammered the capi-
tal with artillery and rockets
more fiercely than ever this
week.

Hundreds of residents
scrambled to safety telling of a
city in panic and flames. Thou-
sands more are still thought to
be trapped inside. cowering in
cellars and awaiting an assault.

"We told the civilians to
leave Grozrry and they didn't
listen.," one artille an told
Reuters reporter Maria Eismont
on a ridge overlooking,the city
on Friday after a fierce bom-
bardment that lasted wuntil
dawn.

"Look. They're listening
now.” The next phase of the

campaign is certain to be more
dangerous for Russian troops
than the fighting so far.

Bﬁ saving for last the two
toughest tasks — confronting
the capital and pursuing the
uerrillas into the mountains —
ussia has so far avoided the
early defeats that crushed the
morale of its troops during the
1994-96 Chechen war.

That could change as Rus-
sian troops climb into the stee
mountain gorges still littereg
with the rotting shells of their
tanks destroyed in the costly
assaults of the previous war, or
if they try to storm the sniper-
filled streets of Grozny.

Large numbers of casualties
might also test a political con-
sensus that has so far made the
campaign the most popular un-
dertaking yet attempted by Rus-
sia's post-Soviet leadership.

But three weeks before a par-

International
Offensive enters decisive phase

Russians ready to take on
Chechens on their land

liamentary election no party
has yet dared challenge the
campaign. Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin, virtually un-
known when he took office in
September, is now overwhelm-
ingly favoured to win a presi-
dential vote next year.

His patron, President Boris
Yeltsin, again took ill this week
.. 7 was recuperating from a
volt ea.a bronchitis at a county
residenc. sutside Moscow.

This week also ended with a
tragic incident that raised ques-
tions about the discipline of
Russian troops,

Military authorities de-
tained five soldiers on Friday
after witnesses said they ran
amok, killing' ofie young
woman and wounding two other
people after they were denied
vodka at a market stall just
outside the Chechen border.

An adjutant (L) and a protocol official (R) escort Japa
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nese Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi

(2nd R) and Inﬂdunesian President Abdurrahman Wahid to their meeting room at the presi-
dential palace in Jakarta yesterday. Obuchi arrived on a brief visit for talks with senior In-

donesian officials,

— AFT photo
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Rioting claims 50 in Lagos

Nigerian cities brace
for more violence

LAGOS, Nov 27: Nigerian
cities braced for more violence
today after rioting killed more
than 50 people in Lagos and set
ethnic passions aflame in
Africa's most populous nation,
reports Reuters.

Police struggled to gain abso-
lute control over the Ketu sub-
urb of Lagos, where clashes
flared today between members
of Niﬁeﬁa’s two biggest tribes,
southwestern Yorubas and
northern Hausas,

In northern Nigeria's main
city of Kano. police said they
would take no chances of a
backlash against Yorubas in
the largely Hausa-speaking
city.

In the oil-producing Niger
Delta, leaders of the small Odi
community said thousands of

ERIEFY

their people were hungry in the
bush afler fleeing troops trying
to crush an ethnic ljaw youth
gang.

The clashes are the latest in
a chain of bloodshed since the
end of military rule six months
ago lifted the lid off a bubbling
cauldron of hatreds in the West
African country of at least 200
distinct ethnic groups.

"The police is aware of the
nationwide implication of the
breakdown of order in some
parts of Lagos,” Inspector-Gen-
eral Musiliu Smith told a news
conference in Abuja on Friday.

Hacked and charred corpses
on the streets of several dis-
tricts of Lagos demonstrated
where police had not been able
to act quickly enough.

Annadashanker hospitalised: noted

litterateur and thinker Annadashanker Rnfy was admitted to a

city nursing home with severe infection o

PTI reports from Calcutta.

malignant malaria,

Doctors attending on the 95-year-old bureaucrat-turned

writer, said his condition remair

unchanged and he was still

running high temperature. Roy was admitted to the nursing.

home omed
doetors said.

rsdaynight after che cdmplained of chest pain,

Plane crash cla.ims 3 in US: A small

plane crashed into a residential neighbourhood Friday, killing

- all three

people on board and leaving a fiery trail as it hit at

least two buildings. At least 10 people on the ground wers
injured, AP reports from Network. |

The single-engine ‘1964 Beech Bonanza 35 took off from
Linden Airport in New Jersey on Friday morning, and was en
route to Dulles International Airport in Chantilly, Virginia,
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Jim Peters sairi.
Air traffic controllers lost radio and radar contact with it five
minutes after it took off. The cause of the crash and the
identities of the dead were not immediately kaown, Peters sa'd.

3_ women tO die il]. Chjlla: Three rural

-women were sentenced to death and a fourth to life in

prison. for

huldigﬁ rallies and collecting nearly 200 million yuan (dirs 24

milli

for illegal savings funds promising high interest rates,

a state newspaper reported Saturday, AP rch-rts from Beijing.
i

The four women, described as

avin ttle education, or-

ganized the Pagoda Society and illegally collected fees; and

cheatedTgenple in Zhejiang Province, the People’'s Daily
ey were sentenced on Nov. 18 in Taizhou city, Zhe-

ported.
jiang, it said.

re-

2 trains collide In Australia: rour

people were injured in Australia when two freight trains
collided with each other head-on, police said Saturday, AP

reports from Melbourne.

The trains crashed Friday night near the town of Ararat, 200
kilometers (124 miles) west of Melbourne, the capital of Vic-
toria state. Authorities were still investigating how and why the
accident occurred. All four injured were workers on the trains.
The driver of one was airlifted to a hospital in Melbourne with
chest injuries, police Chief Inspector John Rankin said.

Israel releases 6

L]
Itag%cs.' Israel released
Friday six Iraqgi asylum seekers. who ha en detained for the
past five to six years without trial after sneaking into the

country, prison officials said, AFP reports from Jenuisalem.

The six were freed from Hasharon

rison in central Israel

and taken to two kibbutzim, collective farms or villages, in the

north where they wills stay until another country

‘willing to

take them is found, the officials said. Israel's Supreme Court

Wednesday ordered the release of the six, who had
'security reasons” until a host country could be found for them

eenn held for

NATO accused of trying to |

mnstall 'Nazism' in Kosovo

BELGRADE. Nov 27: Yu-
ﬁustav President Slobodan
ilosevic on Friday accused the
NATO milit alliance of seek-
ing to install "Nazism" in the
southern Serbian province of
Kosovo, now under de facto in-
ternational rule, reports
Reuters, .

Milosevic said during a cer-
emony handing out decorations
to senior army officers that Yu-
goslavia would "fight against
the Nazism which the NATO
countries are trying to intro-
duce in Kosovo in cooperation
with ethnic Albanian terror-
ists.”

His remarks were broadcast
on state television,

"We will fight for a Kosovo in
which peoples and individuals
would enjoy equality,” Milose-
vic said.

"I am certain that the civili-
sational values for which we

are fighting will win over the
dictate of force and darkness.”
he said. '

The decorations were pre-
sented lo army officers and
other individuals for their part
in the Kosovo conflict.

The Western milita al-
liance launched 78 days of air
strikes in March to halt Bel-

rade's repression of ethnic Al-

anians in Kosovo. The air war
came to an end after Milosevic
agreed to withdraw his forces
from the Serbian province.

The withdrawal has been
followed by Albanian attacks
against ethnic Serbs in the
provinece in revenge for Serbian
"ethnic cleansing.”

Some 2,30,000 Serbs and
other non-Albanians have fled
Kosovo over the past few
months, according to local au-
thorities.

20 feared dead as ferry
sinks off Norway

OSLO, Norway, Nov 27: Peo-
ple in this seafaring nation are
expressing bewilderment and
shock over the fatal sinking of
a brand-new, ultramodern fer
that was equipped with the lat-
est in high-tech navigation and
rescue equipment, reports AP,

The 138-fool (41-meter)
Sleipner catamaran with 89
FEDPI‘E aboard ran aground in
amiliar waters and sank on
Friday evening, leaving as
many as 20 people feared dead.
Eleven deaths were already con-
firmed by early Saturday.

“The boats we use are new,
with top modern equipment,”
said Arne Dvergsdal, of the lo-
cal HSD ferry company that
owned the ship. "It's incompre-
hensible that this could hap-
pen.”

The high-speed ferry, just
three months old, was streak-

ing through the winter darkness
and rough waters of the Worth
Sea off Norway when it hit
round. Roughly 45 minutes
ater, it sank less than a mile
from land.

One survivor told Norwegian
television that he watched from
the cold water as the ship's
stern tilted into the air and

then slid under the waves, He

said the scene reminded him of
the movie Titanic.

Rescuers said there were 80
passengers and nine crew
aboard.

Almost 12 hours after the
accident, rescuers said 11 peo-
ple were confirmed dead and
nine were missing in the acci-
dent near Haugesund, about 400
km west of Oslo. Others were be-
ing treated for severe hy-
pothermia.

Fazal sworn 1in

as Governor
of Goa

PANAJI, Nov 27: Moham-
mad Fazal was yesterday
sworn-in as the new Governor
of Goa at a simple ceremony at
the Raj Bhawan, reports PTI.

Fazal, who was adminis-
tered the oath of office by the
Chief Justice of Bombay High
Court Justice Y K Sabharwal, is
the tenth povernor of Goa since
it was conferred statehood.

He succeeds Lt Gen (Retd) JFR
Jacob, who has been trans-
ferred as governor of Punjab.

The Chief Minister Fran-
cisco Sardinha, his Cabinet col-
leagues, Justice of High Court,
Bishop of Goa Raul Gonsalves,
top government officials were
among those present at the
function.

Later talking to reporters,
Fazal stressed the need for var-
ious political parties to work in
harmony.
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election at a polling hooth in Auckland yesterday. Some

2,485,000 New Zealanders went

decide if Helen Clark will replace the National Party's
Jenny Shipley as the prime minister of New Zealand.

— AFP photo
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Defections plague Malaysian

opposition ahead of polls

. PERMATANG PAUH,
Malaysia, Nov 27: Malaysia's
ﬂcd%g:g onposition coalition
has n hit by a spale of defec-
tions two days belore a crucial
general election, news reports

. angd_party officials sajd today,
re s AP,

More than 700 members of
the National Justice Party, a
key component of the four-
party Alternative Front, had
oined Prime Minister Ma-

athir Mohamad's National
Front in the northern state of
Penang, The Star newspaper
said.

In the southern state of
Malacca, another 100 members
of the party, which is headed by
ousted deputy prime minister
Anwar Ibrahim's wife, Azizah
[smail, defected to Mahathir's
group, the daily said.

In the western town of Kuala
Selangor, about 70 members for
the fundamentalist Pan-
Malaysian Islamic Party
crossed over to the National
Front, the daily said.

"More and more people are

" declaring support for Dr. Ma-

hathir in the last minute,”
Yahya Omar, chief of the United
Malf;&rs National Organization
(UMNO) in Penang, told the
agency today.

UMNO is the largest group in
the rpling 14-party coalition,
which is widély tipped to win
Monday's election and possibly
retain its two-thirds majority
in the 193-seat Parliament,

Yahya said some 3,000 sup-
porters of the Democratic Ac-
tion Party in its stronghold in
Penang had left the opposition
to campaign for Mahathir. He
was -peaking to reporters in
Per' \tang Pauh, Azizah's
ele. .uoral constituency in
Penang state.

An opposition spokesman in
Kuala Lumpur confirmed that
some defections had taken
place yesterday but described
the newspaper accounts as ex-
aggerated. He did not provide a
figure.

"We are, still checking with
our branches," said Raja Petra
Kamaruddin. '

Azizah Ismail told reporters
on Friday that the opposition

was not worried about the defec-
tions. "On the ground, support-
ers are quite relieved that these
people have shown their true
colours.”

Her, Justice Party and the

mostly: ethnic. Chinese' DAP

banded togethér with the fith-
damentalist Pan-Malaysian Is-
lamic Party earlier this year. to
capitalize on the popular dis-
content against Mahathir trig-
gered by the last September's
sacking and arrest of Anwar.

Anwar, 52, is serving a six-
year term for corruption and is
currently on trial for sodomy, a
crime in this predominantly
Muslim nation.

Leaders of the four opposi-
tion parties have 5trugg?ed to
assure voters that they were not
as divided in ideology as the
government was making them
out to be.

“We are of different religious,
we are of different ethnic
groups. But this is Malaysia, a
cosmopolitan soclety,” Azizah
said yesterday. "Of course we
have our differences ... but we
have come together.”

Speaker assumes office

Croatian president
discharged of duties

ZAGRER, Croatia, Nov 27:
Parliament Speaker Vlatko
Pavletic has assumed the duties
of Croatian President Franjo
Tudjman, vowing to maintain
the course charted by the ailing
leader, reports AP.

Pavletic, 69, became the in-
terim head of state after an 11-
member panel of judges from
the highest judicial body in the
country, the Constitutional
Court, ruled unanimously yes-
terday that Tudjman was tem-
porarily unfit to perform his

duties. ]

Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic and his wife Mir-
Jana Marjovic arrive at a government building in Belgrade
Friday, wl:mre the Serbian leader hosts a celebration for
the upcoming state holiday "Day of Republic" on November

29.

— AFP photo

Although Tudjman remains
president, the step automati-
cally transfers all of his duties
to the speaker of the parliament
for an interim period which can
be renewed every 60 days.

Pavletic, a professor of Croa-
tian linguistics and literature,
vowed to preserve Tudjman's

legacy, but to also work towards
further developing parliamen-
tary democracy.

"I swear to exert all the

wer vested in me to ta
ack of continuity in the func-
tioning of the country and all
its institutions,” Pavletic said
upon receiving a copy of the
court ruling. "That means that |
must continue what the presi-
dent would do."”

With less than a month be-
fore key parliamentary elec-
tions are to be officially set, it is
expected that one of Pavletic's
first binding decisions will be
to call nationwide balloting,

Tudjman's ruling Croatian
Democratic Union suggested
after a meeting late Friday that
elections be held on Jan 3, 2000,
slate-run HINA news agency re-
ported.

Japan ready to help
resolve Aceh crisis

JAKARTA, Nov 27: Japanese
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
pledged Saturday "to spare no
effort” to help put Indonesia’s
moribund economy on the road
to recovery, and said Japan is
ready to assist in resolving the
separatist crisis in Aceh, re-
ports AP.

"The issue of Aceh is a do-
mestic issue for Indonesia, but
at the same time the stability of
Indonesia is a very important
element of the stability of Asia

" as a whole," Obuchi said after a

meeting with President Abdur-
rahman Wahid.

Hundreds of thousands of
people in Aceh, Indonesia's
westernmost province, are de-
manding on East Timor-style

the oil and gas-rich province.
Analysts fear that a plebiscite
could embolden separatist
movements throughout the
archipelago nation.

independence referendum for

"Japan will follow closely
developments in the region and
... we will study the possibility
of asaistlng in any way we can,”
Obuchi said. :

The two leaders first met
earlier this month when Wahid
made a stopover in Tokyo on
his return trip from the United
States. That meeting focused on
Japanese loans and grants the
Indonesian government needs
to improve its flagging econ-
omy.

Japan is Indonesia’'s largest
trading partner and its most
important source of aid and
credit.

Japan and its banks were
among the most exposed
lenders when Indonesia's cor-
ruption-ridden financial sector
crashed in mid-1997.

Government-to-government
assistance amounted to about
dlrs 830 million in 1998, up
from dirs 500 million in 1996.

Sudan govt, opposition sign
accord to end civil war

CAIRO, Nov 27: Sudan's gov-
ernment signed a peace agree-
ment Friday with an exiled op-
position party, promising to
"set up a democratic regime” in
the country and to end a 16-
year-old civil war within four
years, reports AP.

Sudan Television said the
agreement with Umma party
was signed in the east African
country of Djibouti, where Su-
danese President Lt Gen. Omar
el-Bashir and Umma Party
leader Sadiq el-Mahdi held
previously unannounced talks
on Thursday.

This agreement "will be the
begi of the end of the ma-
g:r roblems for Sudan." el-

ashir told reporters in Dji-
bouti. His comments were
broadcast by Sudan Television,
monitored in Cairo.

"What happened here is an-

other step on the road to a com-
prehensive political solution.
We hope it will be followed by
other steps and will be com-
pleted in the framework of just
peace and stability and democ-
racy in Sudan,” el-Mahdi said.
He did not say if he will re-
turn soon to Sudan. He lives in
exile in Egypt and Eritrea and is
a prominent member of the Na-
tional Dernocratic Alliance, an
umbrella of northern and
southern opposition groups
seeking to aqverthrow el-
Bashir's Islamic government.
Whether the peace agreement
will have a real impact will
only be clear in the coming days

‘when other members of the Na-

tional Democratic Alliance ex-
press their views.
The northern opposition
gruups want democratic rule in
udan.

JAKARTA, Nov 27: Indone-
sia's month-old reformist gov-
ernment plans to investigate
the wealth of 35,000 senior
state officials in a purge on cor-
ruption that has plagued the bu-
reaucracy for decades, news re-
ports said today, reports AP.

" The Jakarta Post said inves-
tigation would examine the. fi-
nancial affairs of President
Abdurrahman Wahid, his Cab-
inet, aides and top bureaucrats,
includ provincial governors,
judges, high-ranking police of-
ficers and ambassadors.

The reports did not say
whether senior army officers
would also be subject to
scrutiny. Organisers of the in-

available for comment.

atel
ahid, who was elected head

of state last month, has stated a

vestigation were not immedi- .

Jakarta to probe wealth
of 35,000 state officials

determination to stamp out
graft.
Meanwhile state prosecutors
said Abdul Latief, a former Cab-
inet minister in the old authori-
tarian regime of ex-President
Suharto, had been declared a
suspect in a corruption case in-
volving a workers' pension
fund. |

News of the latest crackdown
on graft came just one day after
an influential Muslim Cabinet
minister, Hamzah Haz, quit
Friday after he denied that he
was also being investigated for
corruption.

The newspaper Kompas
uoted Darmin Nasution,
chairman of a team to establish
the commission, as saying the
25-member panel would have
to summon witnesses

powers
and demand documents.

Voting begins
Labour Party

likely to sweep
NZ polls

WELLINGTON, Nov 27: Vot-
ing began in New Zealand's gen-
eral election this morning, with
two women the leading con-
tenders to become the next
prime minister, reports
Reuters.

According to opinion polls,
Labour Party leader Helen
Clark is poised to head a new
centre-left coalition, narrowly
defeating the minority govern-
ment of the conservative Na-
tional Party led by Prime Min-
ister Jenny Shipley.

Polling was set to run from 9
am to 2:00 am BST till seven pm
12:00 noon BST. New Zealand
newspapers and broadcast me-
dia are not allowed to report
political news or commentary,
or refer to the parties’ positions,
until booths close and counting
starts. .

The roughly two million reg-
istered voters will not directly
choose the premier but have two
separate votes — for a party and
for a candidate — under a com-
plex German-style proportional
representation system.”

Tamil rebels
free seven
soldiers

COLOMBO. Nov 27: Tamil
rebels freed seven soldiers cap-
tured in a fresh wave of gunbat-
tles with the Sri Lankan mili-
tary. Red Cross officials said
Saturday, reports AP. '

The troops were released
early Saturday to the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross in the northern Wanni
jungle in a humanitarian ges-
ture to mark the 45th birthday
of retel leader Valupillai Prab-
hakaran, said Harsha Gu-
nawardena, a spokesman for
the relief group.

"The ICRC is escorting them
and we will hand them over to
military officials in Vavuniya,”
said Gunawardena. Vavuniya is
a strategic garrison town 210
kilometers north of the capital,
Colombo.




