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Rich nations must make concessions: Supachai

WTO talks pit A pit Asia against West
on a variety of fronts

HONG KONG, Nov 27: As na-
tions wealthy and poor gather
to see if they can start another
round of global trade talks, a
major East-West showdown
seems likely over a new ques-
tion: Should labour and envi-
ronmental standards be part of
the deal? says AP.

There is no consensus
among Asian nations on what
they want from the World Trade
Organisation negotiations that
begin Monday in the north-
western US city of Seattle, but
there is plenty of common
ground on what they don't want.

Western proposals to include
labour and environmental
rules in any new trade pact
sound like pure poison to Asian
nations that have made huge
economic strides in rcccnt
decades I:li_rl capturing a bi
share of the world market

manufactured goods, largely be-
cause their workers do the job
more cheaply.

Quickly imposing social and
environmental standards that
develo over many decades in
the affluent West would put the
developing nations in this re-
gion at a huge disadvantage,
trade officials say.

Chau worries that if the WTO
talks in Seattle collapse with
no agreement to pursue more
open global trade rules, it will
only fuel dangerous protection-
ist sentiment in the United
States, causing a huge setback
in efforts to liberalise com-

Merce,

Organised labour, such as
unions in America's AFL-CIO
confederation, and environ-
mental groups are planning
massive demonstrations out-

side the WTO talks.

They contend lower pay,
worse working conditions and
shoddy environmental rules in
poorer countries give them an
unfair trade advantage over na-
tions where factories have to
operate cleanly and workers get
a bigger piece of the ﬁ:nnunﬂc
pie.

But Chau asks that if libu'al-
lsin trade has been so harmful

S workers, why is the US
ecunnmy roaring ahead and
making so many Aﬁogla richer?

"What's the IO is say-
ing is the WTO should be used
for their own selfish. h riti-
cal concerns,” Chau sai

Environmentalists use a
similar rationale In tryving to
toss their interests into the
WTO discussions, saying devel-
oping nations that place little
emphasis on environmental
protection also are competing

‘unfairly against those with

-falledtumaet

more s 1 pollution con-

trols. It's certainly cheaper to
make things in factories where
managers don't have to worry
much about what's being spewed
into the air and water.

Meanwhile. a report from
Manila says: The co-leader of-
the World Trade anisation
saild Saturday that wealthy
countries — especially the
United States — must make
concessions to developing na-
tions.

But Supachai Panitchpakdi,
who is also Thailand's trade
minister, rejected calls by some
developing nations for "whole-
sale rme&utiaﬂum on imple-
menting the last big global ac-
cord, which they contend has
ses of equal-
benefits from trade between
rich and poor countries.

Sheraz Bm Faruk, Managmg Dlrer:tur of Pctel Limited, a

dealer of AKTEL

inaugurates -

its new branch at

Nawabpur in the city yesterday. Md Noor Nabi, Executive
Director, and Sayem Ahmed, Manager (Sales), were also

present.

— Star photo
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LatAm to fight farm
subsidies at Seattle

HONTEWDEG Nov 27 Latln
America, hut'fet&d
nomic crisis, will am::!r most uf
its ener and i ative at
world - trade talks in Seattle to
Aghting for an end to farm sub-
sidies, AFP.

Six Latin American coun-
tries that are part of the 15-
member Cairns up of ﬁau'm
exporting nations met
Buenos Aires in August to tﬂs—
cuss tactics ahead of the World
Trade Organisation ministe-
rial. The five-day WTO confer-
ence has been called to set the

enda for a new round of
;ﬁubal irade talks next year.

Argentina, Brazil,
bia, Chile,
Urugua}* belo
group which is ed Australia,

livia, Costa ca and
Guatemala are observers.

Latin America's own Merco-
sur, or common market of the
south, which groups Argentina,
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay,
will deliver a statement to the
WTO denm.udmg that trade in
farm s gets the same tariff
treatment as industrial and

Colom-
Fara uay and
¢ Cairns

other goods.
Mercosur maintains that

average tariffs on agricultural
goods stand at 40 per cent

fﬁalnat four per cent for indus-

Laun Amcricn S tnm:ai%n is
part of a wider s e that will
dominate much of the delibera-
tions in Seattle.

The United States and the
European Union are the princi-
pal protagonists in the fight
over govermment assistance to
agriculture, with Washington
gfjj"“’“m to end export subsi-

The United States contends
that the European Union
spends 50 per cent of its overall
budget on subsidies to its
farmers — who account for only
two per cent of the EU popula-
tion — and edge in competition
for foreign markets.

The EU replies that Wash-
ington is equally guilty, and is
determined to fight its corner in
Seattle where Latin America
will seek common cause with
the United States in rejecting
farm subsidies.

M Nurnl Ia.lam Chalrman and Raﬁqul Is]am Khan, Man
Limited, Dato Mnhd Kansa Bin ABD Aziz. Chief E.mcutwe and Awndul Gaffar Ahmed,.
Deputy Chief Executive, Bank Simpanan Nasionai. Malaysia, and Abdur Rouf Talukder,
First Secretary {Cnmmemal} uf Banﬁlada:h High Commission in Malaysia, are seen 2t the

signing ceremony of a MOU on remit

aging Director, Nat.mnal Bank

ance nrrnnqomnnt for Banglo:leshis living in Malaysia.

China, Japan, South Korea taking part

NBL, Malaysian
bank sign MOU
on remittance
arrangement

National Bank Limited
(NBL). a leading private sector
bank in the country, signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) recently on remittance
arrangement for* the
Bangladeshis livin in
Malaysia, says a press release.

The s l51'1111 Ceremony .was
held at the head office of the
bank Simpanan Nasional in
Kuala Lumpur.

Rafiqul Islam Khan, Manag-
ing Dtr:ctnr of National Bank
Limited, and Dato Mohd Kassa
Bin ABD Aziz, Chief Executive
of Bank Simpanan Nasional,
signed the MOU on behalf of
their respective banks.

M Nurul Islam, Chairman of
NBL, and Abdul Gaffar Ahmed.
Deputy Chief Executive, Bank
Simpanan Nasional, Abdur
Roul Talukdér, First Secreta
(Commercial) of Banglades
High Commission in Malaysia,
were present in the signing ccr- I
emnny :

ASEAN summit seen springboard
for regional common market |

MANILA, Nov 27: Asian
feaders gathered in the
- Philippines today for a summit
that could be a springboard for
the tstahliahmcnt of a
common market, says Reuters.

Presidents and prime minis-
ters of the O-member
Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) will
meel Japanese Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi, Chinese Premier
Zhu Rongji and South Korean
President Dae-j at a se-
ries of weekend summi

With their economies ﬂucrg~
ing from two-and-a-half
of crisis, the leaders might br:
expected to be complacent.

But currency crashes, reces-
sions and pulitlcal turmoil
since 1997 have weakened the
region and forced rmments
to rethink their told economic
and diplomatic assumptions.

A draft "surveillance report”

E:_:Farul for the ASEAN leaders
obtained by Reuters today

hlghllghted one problem:

"As ASEAN has been focus-
ing on recovering from crisis,
competition from other coun-
tries within Asia and outside
has continued to intensify," the

regional

rcpurt said.

In response, Southeast
Asian ministers and their
Northeast Asian counterparts
arc contemplating expanding

iunal cooperation far more

e than pr:ﬂnusly antici-

and the first steps in this
dirﬁ:tinn could be endorsed this
weekend.

The vision is for a ¢common
market encompassing the tiger
economies .of Southeast Asia
and their three northern neigh-
bours, later a commeon
and perhaps even a common

foreign policy.

Japanese Prime Minster
Keizo Obuchi, South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung and
Chinese Premier Zhu ngji
were to join leaders of the 10-
nation Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) at
an informal meeting in Manila
this evening and at summit
meetings on Sunday.

Cabinet ministers and se-
nior officials from the partici-
pating nations have been talk-
ing about expanding regional
cooperation far more widely
thnn anticlpated before and

- on more

have said the first steps could be
endorsed this weekend.

Japan cautions but

in favour of plans

Analysts have said there are
many barriers to putting the
lan in place, not least rivalry
ween the l‘eﬁlun 8 two major
ywerhouses China and Japan,
t added that economic imper-
atives do allow for strange bed-*
fellows.

ASEAN — which comprises
Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, ingapore,
Thailand and Vietnam — has

become more interdependent
alfter the regional financial
crisis and sees this ation

as one way to regain high

growt.h rates of previous years.
ar t:m tion as em-
haa made

Lutc some 88," a senior
gapancuc niEc 3 told reporters,
speaking about Tokyo's atand
regional cooperation.

"It seems to be spilling over
to north Asia. which is a wel-
come thing. But it is still in its
incipient pi ‘a

But he said Japan was posi-
tive towards the idea: "As far as
Japan is concerned, it does
provide us with a new opportu-
nity to open a new vista in our

Asian policy.”

ASEAN more upbeat

For ASEAN, ex:unnnucaily
resurgent after the 1997 /98 cri-

sis, onal cooperation is vi-
tal for maintaini buoyancy.
The been ex-

port-driven and eliminatin GF
trade barriers forms the core
intra-ASEAN cooperation.
Extending this. with more ac-
cess to lucrative Chinese and
Jalilaegcne markets, is a muuthl-r
wa mspect onal of-
ficials ?1%?1: g
"Our futun: depmda o1 our

relations with our nei bours,"
Philippine Finance

dgardo Espiritu said on

Fri

"w{"hrc subjected to external
prmure thnl we may not be
able to control, That is why
there is need to look at what
China is going to do, what
Japan is going to do, what
South Korea is going to do."

BPDB's Local Tender Notice

Iy Wt e R e sifivty sos
TS B iR et Tw I

1 ender No
2 Name of Materials

Finanaing
Qualification of Tender
Bid Bond

o

- Place of receipt of Tender

tender

Date of opening of Bids

jopp N,

document available

Telex/Fax/Post/Courier elc.
any reason thereof.,

Biddut/Jana-772(5)/99-2000
DFP-25759-18/11
G-2023

-

Date & time of receipt of
Name of office where tender

Tender document will neither be

Procurement of Line materials

mmmmrmﬂmﬂm
Procurement of PVC Insulated Copper Cable

95 MM 2-1000 Meter.
78 MM 25000

11K BoFC

11 KV Lightning Arrester
Performed Deadend Joint
Service Bell

Mid Span Joint

Central O & M (Revenue) Budget 1999-2000.

Renowned Manufacturers/Suppliers.
irrevocable/Un-conditional Bid Bond of equivalent to 2.5% of quoted
amount in the currency of bid in tavour of Director, Purchase, BPDB,

Dhaka.

Office of the Director, Purchase, PDB, WAPDA Building (th Floor),

Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000.
12-12-99 up to 11:00 AM (BST).

12-12-89 at 11:30 AM.

From the office of the undersigned

Bangiadesh Power Development Board reserves the night to accept or reject any os all Bids without assigning

Name of Materials
BPDB's Local Tender Notice No. Pur-250/89

on submission of writien application
Pay Order/Bank Draft for amount of Tk. 2,000/~ (non-refundable) in
favour of the Direclor, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka-1000.

sold on the day of cpening nor it will be. received through

dt9.11.99
required for Renovation of Distribution

<600 Nos.
-600 Sets

- 1500 Nos.
-35000 Nos.
- 30000 Nos.

Director, Purchase
BPDB, Dhaka.-

- poor, says AFP,

e —————

J apan agrees to
boost investment

in Indonesia

JAKARTA. Nov 27: Japan
underscored its pledge to sup-
rt lnduneaia;a reform lnrll'{.
agreeing to help boost invest-
ment m% :5: its asalstance
to small ﬂrms and the country’s

President Abdurrahman
Wahid met Japanese Prime
Minister Keizo Obuchi, the first
foreign head of government to
visit the country since the In-
donesian .leader took office in
October.

"l conveyed to Gus Dur
Japan's reaffirmed position
that it will continue to spare no
effort to support economic re-

and reform efforts un-
derway in Indonesia,” Obuchi
told reporters,

"I would like to take this op-
portunity to congratulate In-
donesia on its success in
democracy and once again say
to the Indonesian people that
Japan, as a member of the same
family, will always walk with
Indonesia on the. path towards

rosperity

; ngnchl said the two agreed to
negotiate a new pact (o remove
any discrimination against
Japanese investment in In-
donesia by legally securing
smooth fund flows g'om Tokyo.
"We to commence ne-
gotiations to conclude a bilat-
eral invesiment protection
t, with a view to giving

EU hails Sino-Canada
agreement on WTO

BRUSSELS, Nov 27: The Eu-
ropean Union welcomed
Canada's bilateral agreement
with Beijing yesterday helping
pave the way for China to join
the World Trade ﬂrganisatinn
(WTO). reports Reuters.

European Commission trade

spokesman Anthony Gooch

said the EU executive had not
received formal informaticn
about the Canada-China
agreement, signed in Toronto.

"We would welcome it as an-
other step on the road to Chi-
nese accession to the WTO," he
told Reuters.

Chain's.13-year bid to Elﬂ
the WTO or its pr&dmasur

thered pace in recent months.

It overcome a major obstacle

:arller thia month when it
negotiations with

the Itcl:l tates after reac

t with Ja in July.

The Canadlanigan hina accord

puts the spotlight more firmly
on the EU as the most impor-
tant trading power to reach

agreement with Beijing.

Any WTO member has the
right to seek negotiations with
an applicant country on its
trade concerns and to seek
market-opening concessions.

Many dev:lnping countries,
which make up the vast major-

1t§ of the WTO's membership of
5, have yet to even start talks
with China

European Trade Commis-
sioner Pascal Lamy is due to
meet Chinesc Foreign Trad:
Minister Shi Guangshen
the sidclines of next week's TD
ministerial conference in Seat-
tle, EU officials said.

China will attend the Seattle
meeung which will discuss the

nda for future global trade
ta ks, as an observer.

1.  Tender No
2 Name of work

compietion of the work
Class of contractor

receiving tender
Datq and time of

with the tender.

present.

DEP-26371-23/11
G-2037 ¥

Govemment of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
- Mirpur PWD Division
Road # 62, House # N. W. (D)-6 -
Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212

Notice Inwtlng Tender

232/SD 11/1999-2000.
Construction of main building extension

(hall room, meeting room, long class
room and cafeteria) of National Institute
Mass Communication, Dhaka (Sub-head:

issua of work order,

Enlisted as special class-l, class:|
plumbing contractor under PWD & class-il

Sanitary and water supply
arrangement) dumgtlnyear‘lgﬂﬂ-m
3. Estimated cost Tk 7,38,002.00.
4. Eamest money Tk. 14,761.00
& Time allowed for 45 {iurw—ﬁu&} days from the date of
&

glumbrng contractors under PWD Dhaka
7. Place of selling and Office of the all Executive Engineers
receiving tender under PWD Dhaka/Gazipur PWD
Division/Manikganj PWD Division & this
8 Laruﬁtedata of selling 6-12-1999 during the office hours.
tender
9 Date and time of 7-12-1999 up o 12-00 Noon.

12 In case more than one contractor stood by quoting same rates, the

lowest contractor will be selected by the lottery
11-00 AM in the chamber of the Executive Engineer, Mirpur PWD

Division, Dhaka in presence of the tenderers who may like to remain
13. .The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the
tandammmadmmmﬂasmgmnganymmnﬂwreut

Executive Engineer
Mirpur PWD Division
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7-12-1999 at 12-15PM. .

|
o tender will be sold to a contractor/firm who has no "VAT"
registration certificate & TIN cenrtificate. Attested copy of "VAT"
registration certificate & TIN cerlificate must be submitted along

on 19-12-1999 at

Dhaka.
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Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Project Director

Special Apartment Implementation Project
Public Works Department

Purta Bhaban, Segunbagicha, Dhaka

Notice Inviting Tender

Sealed tenders are invited in BD Form No. 2911 in two-envelop

system (technical proposal and financial

offer) for the

undermentioned work as per terms and conditions stated below:

1. Tender No. 01/1999-2000

2 Name of Construction of 6 no. ten storied apartment
work buﬂd ann of 1500 sft and 3 no. uHE:;J

36 flats in aach buildi

ur D aka and 7 no. ten stori suﬂ
bu dings (1250 sft suit—36 suits in each
bmldmg at Nakhalpara, Tejgaon, Dhaka
under Special Apartment Imp!amantatmn
Project F rk dmdad into six groups and
mmpnsas works of civil, sanitary-water

‘ , electrification, lift efc. all).

3. Estimated A}
cost Gr1: Bidg-1(1500sft flal) &

Bidg-2 (1500 sft fiat) Tk.14,20,00,000.00
Grll  Bidg-3 (1500 st flat) &

Bidg-4 (1250 sft flat)

(Vc one elect. sub-station) Tk.13,87,00,000.00
Gr.il  Bldg-5 (1250 sft flat) &

Bidg-6 (1250 sft flat)
B} (Vc one elect sub-station) Tk.12,79,00,000.00
(All building comprises of 1250 sft suit)
Gr.IV: Bidg- 14 Bidg-2i/cone Tk 12,79,00,000.00

elect. sub-station
Gr.V: Bidg-3 & Bldg-4 ilc one Tu.12.nm.nuum
ivf MIM e
: g:. Vi: | 1 Bidg-5, Bldg-amug-? Tk.mmmm&m
4, Eamest : - Group : Tk 28,40,000.00
money Group Il Tk. 27,74,000.00
Gruup IIM\W % ggsg % .00
& Time for ‘Ismaan} months im each group. : s
& Eigiity o -
igi : 5 jal enlisted
contractors actur g‘ﬁ topmost f
flirms gu?gamu [mg D dgﬁm 0
utonomous organization an 35 e
Eva!omr hamné mem a I'-:1 Ag
ose g n¥ m la :l
stnneﬂ bﬂ? Su %st years
nt 1u'entuna of cgntractur |rms are
ﬂq ed tu artu: ate in the
a8 frm & tochmical perko
mrmun be ta en {0 pﬁﬁaﬂm%maé
nvaluam technical
Cuntractorsihrms ust havu ABC
?n tractory ?EW'S u:a ce fro
) 1‘13' LJCEH oard, Govt. o
- Certificat gﬂ frl:;:r S cpassful cﬂmpletmn and
K“ﬁg g #wghlnrt to t?:é rﬂllg::f
ine conce
g;::a enguaﬁngazam@ n%ed %m
ndineer o
ﬁ a enclosed along wﬂh ma tender
For an f.'r:lswr ncnr eciln certificate,

5 Codtcie : TR T red seventy-five)
tender rs&t each rou

onlv pe group.

8 Place of The tender documents may be purchased by
selling of  the contractors/firms by himselfthemselves
tender or his/their representative on production of
documents authorized letter bearing the signature of

representative duly atteste t&othe

contractor and ori lnaIFI istration Book of

Enlistment/Mem arsh:p documents of

H%I;B (for developer) from the following

a) Office of the Divisional Commissioner,
Dhaka.

b) All working Divisions of PWD within
Dhaka Lu —

c) anNBg Division 1, under
Ehatta nn Zone; PWD Khulna
Dwmmn 1 under Khulna PWD, Zone:
FWD Haﬁlmhlﬂmm1 under Rajshahi

d) Dﬂma of the Chief Arboriculturist,
Arboricultural PWD Division, Dhaka.

e) Office of the Sub-Divisional Engineer,.
PWD Sub-Division No. V under
Division No. IV, Purta Bhaban, Dhaka.

9 . Last date ; During office hours up o 12.12.1999’
of selling
the tender

10. Place of ; a) Office of Iha Joint Secretary ADev}
oion’  Bangatesn Socrtat haka.
tenders ecre

b) Office of the undersi

c Nlmmﬁcﬂd?ﬂe mSl.Hn.B
Oftce of the Execu&va Enginer (Staff
Officer), PWD Dhaka Zone

1. Date of : Tender will be received up to 12.00 Noon on
receiving 15.12.1999 & tender box will be opened on the
and opening same day at 12.15 PM by the respective

E tender officer.

12 Date of Technical pro Is will on
opening of 15.12.1999 at 3 PM in the oﬁleeog;‘nbor
technical the undersigned.
proposal

G-2036

DFP-26330-23/11 - ApamPL:ﬂ Depm

egunbagicha m



