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Kaiser hopeful
of Oceania's
support

AUCKLAND, Nov 26: The
chief of the Oceania Football
Confederation has reviewed his
support for England's 2006

World Cup bid, according to
German legend
Beckenbauer, reports AFP.

Beckenbauer -- here to drum
UF support for Germany's 2006
bid during the FIFA under-17
world r:hamglunshlps -- said
OFC boss Charlie
would not necessarily back
England.

ut Beckenbauer said

England had "home advantage"
in trying to press their case
with Dempsey and other
Oceania officials.

"Today Charlie Dempse
said he had ch ed his mind.
He is 50-50 now."” kenbauer

said when asked about reports
Dempsey had already thrown
his backing behind the English.

English legend Sir Bobby
Charlton also met Dempse
Friday along with Sout
Africa’'s Danny Jordan.

En route to Tokyo for the
reliminary rounds draw of the
002 World Cup next week, with

another German great, Jurgen
Klinsmann, Beckenbauer, said:
“Winning the right to host the
2006 World Cup is seen as an
important step in the reunifi-
cation of Germany.

"1 won evcgﬂ'lt I could in
football but this (the bid) is a
real challenge.”

Beckenbauer acknowledged
South Africa's claims to host
the finals.

"They (Africa) are the only
major confederation yet to host
the championship.”

He would not be drawn on a
likely bid for 2010 if German
missed out at the vote in July
next year.

~ UEFA ti
A tie

SOFIA, Nov 26: The UEFA
Cup match between Spartak
Moscow and English
Premiership side Leeds United
will now be staged on December
2 in the Bulgarian capital of
Sofia, reports AFP.

The rearranged tie will be
played at Levski Sofla's Geor

Assparouhov Stadium, whic
has a 26,000 capacity

Earlier Thursday the match, ‘

due to be ecPlﬂYEd in Moscow, was

tponed following a decision

Yy a senior UEFA delegate and

" Swedish match official Anders
Frisk.

Moscow Dynamo stadium
director Oleg Tochelovich said
that sub-zero temperatures -
which reached minus 20 Celsius
overnight - had frozen the pitch
and stadium staff had failed in
their attempts to thaw the play-
ing surface. '

The senior UEFA match of-
ficial had earlier Thursday de-
cided to move the match to an-
other Moscow stadium -
Luzhniki - but later reversed the
decision after it became appar-
ent that the pitch there was also
unplayable.

Strasbourg player
apologises

STRASBOURG, Nov 26: Stra-
shﬂu;ﬁ skipper Teddy Bertin
Thursday apologised for calling
a group of his club's fans
"Boschs” - a derogatory term for
a German - at a training ses-
sion, reports AFP,

Around 20 retired supporters
of the Alsatian French ﬁrst di-
vision club were watching a
training session Wednesday
when the incident happened.
When youth team player Regis
Dorn - the only pﬂaycr in t%e
squad born in Alsace - scored
twice the fans shouted: "Well
done the Alsatian."

Clearly angry, club captain
Bertin retorted at the elderly
fans: "Shut your mouths and go
home you dirty Boschs."

Bosch, which is a derogatory
term for a German, is consid-
ered very insulting in Alsace
which frequently has been an-

nexed by Germany in its history
and was only returned to
French sovereignty in 1945 at
the end of the Second World
War.

On Thursday Bertin with his
club manager Claude pre-
sent as an arbitrator apologised
for his outburst, saying: "I re-
gret and am sorry for what hap-
pened yesterday. What [ said in
a moment of anger was thought-
less. It was particularly stupid
of me as in my family there is a
branch with German blood in
their veins."

India to bid
to host 2006
Asian Games

NEW DELHI. Nov 26: India
has thrown down a challenge to
Hong Kong and Malaysia by
announcing it will bid to host
the 2006 Asian Games in Bom-
bay, reporis AFP.

Indian Olympic Association
president Suresh Kalmadi told
the general assembily meeting of
the Olympic Council of Asia
(OCA) in Kuwait on Monday
that he was confident India's
_bid will be accepted.

An I0A spokesman here
quoted Kalmadi as saying the
response from OCA President
Sheikh Ahmad was positive.

“The Sheikh sounded opti-
mistic during my meeting with
him and | am sure OCA will
support our bid.” Kalmadi told
the spokesman over phone
from Kuwait.

The Malaysian capital of
Kuala Lumpur and Horg Kong
are the other strong contenders
for the 2006 Asiad.

The host city will be chosen
at the next OCA meeting in
Sydney during the summer
Olympics in September, 2000.

India. who twice hosted the
Asian Games at New Delhi In

1951 and 1982, have chosen the
financial capital of Bombay
this tirne as the venue.
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— AFP photo

MILAN, Nov 26:
Italy is bracing
for a clash of the

- titans this weéek-
% ¥ end when joint

e Serie A leaders
Lazio and Juventus do battle at
the Olympic stadium, reports
AFP.

The two sides have both rat-
tled up 21 points after losing
ust one of their 10 games so far.

ow they meet in Rome on
sunday night for a match
which is worth far more than
three points in the league table.

Victory for Lazio would do
much for the confidence that
was shattered by last weekend's
humiliating 4-1 derby drubbing
by AS Roma, and then partially
re-built b}?{
win over Marseille.

Lazio president Sergio
Cragnotti said bravely: "I think
the. criticism did us good... we
knew that we'd got the derby all
wrong.

"But we put it all behind us.
We did wnl]p[aga.lnst Marseille)
and now we'll try to do the same
against Juventus.”

Lazio, unbeaten in all com-
petition this season before last
weekend's defeat, will be look-
ing to Chilean Marcelo "The
Matador” Salas to supply the

oals, supported by either
roatian Alen BnKBic or
Simone Inzaghi.

But the psychological stakes
are high too for Juventus

The Turin club, already on a
roll after beating r:iFning
champions AC Milan 3-1"last
Sunday night,’ will be "tifvétop-

=_——

Serie A preview

their 2-0 midweek

able if they can top that by
ting a side rated as one of the
best in the world.

Team morale got an added
boost from trouncing
Olympiakos 3-1 in the UEFA
Cup third round in midweek
and team coach Carlo Ancelotti
will be counting on a continu-

ing return to form of his strike
trio of Alessandro Del Piero,

The price for
spitting

ROME, Nov 26: AS Roma's
Brazillan defender Antonio
Zago has been banned for three

ames after he spat at Lazio's
iego Simeone during Sunday's
Rome derby, reports Reuters.

The incident, not seen by the
referee, was caught by television
cameras. Zago became the
fourth player this season to be
suspended with the use of video
evidence.

Zago said he had been pro-
voked by Argentine midfielder
Simeone but the head of Italy's
court of sport, Maurizio Laudi,
said that while there was evi-
dence of verbal abuse from
Simeone it was no excuse for
spitting,

“Epittin{g is an act of vio-
lence, a form of aggression
which is damaging on a psycho-
logical and moral level and
which humiliates the oppo-
nent,” said Laudi.

Zago will miss Roma's away

games at Udinese and Bologna |
anid & hoie fixture ﬁiiqﬂ:f Lecce. -

Top guns face to face

Filippo Inzaghi and World Cup
winner Zinedine Zidane,

AC Milan face an aweseome
task in trying to interrupt
Parma's month-long winnin
run, a task made even more dit-
ficult after their bruising defeat
to Juventus last weekend.

The only good news is that
Ukralnian Andriy
Shevchenko, the Serie A's to
scorer with seven goals, should
start after missing the game in
Turin.

Neighbours Inter Milan, who

ave Lecce six of the best here
ast weekend, now travel south
to face newly-promomoted
Reggina. Inter will be without
Ronaldo, but hopes are high
that the world's most experrsive
fostballer ever, 50-million-dol-
lar Christian Vieri, will return
from a foot injury.

Roma, just two points be-
hind the league leaders, flushed
from the derby and comforted
by a narrow 1-0 home win over

cwcastle, are away to Udinese.

Giovannl Trapattoni's
Fiorentina, midweek con-
querors of Manchester United
in the European Champions
League, travel to Bologna on

Saturday.

Serie A fixtures (1400 GMT
unicss

Saturday: Piacenza v .

Verona, Bologna v Fiorentina
(1830 GMT} -

Sunday: Cagliari v Bari,
Lecce v Venezia, AC Milan v
Parma, Reggina v Inter Milan,
Torino v Perugia, Udinese v AS
‘Roma, Lazio v Juventus (1930
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Bundesliga _prelvliew{”’ P

COLOGNE, Ger-
many, Nov 26:
1860 Munich and
their more power-
ful city cousins
: - Bayemn Munich
will duel for the 190th time
Saturday in their long and
passionate rivalry but 1860
coach Werner Lorant will most
likely be watching from the
sidelines, reports AFP,

Lorant, whe missed last
year's Munich derby as well be-
sion, has ap-
Blled to the German Football

ederation (DFB) to overturn
his two game banishment for
insul a linesman,

The will take place
Friday but, in light of the DFB's
campaign to give the game a
clean image, has only a token
chance of success.

A repeat of last week's form
when Lorant - confined to the
stands - watched his side get
bowled over by bottom side
Duisburg would be disastrous

rby tim

against Bayern whose tails are
up after a 6-1 win at Freiburg

and their strong Champions
League show!ng Wednesday (1-1)
at Norway's Rosenborg

Trondhel.

"It would have been great (o
win here (in Trondheim) and
then get a victory at home over
(Dynamo) Kyiv to go into the
winter break with six points but
the important thing is the way
we played,” Bayern manager Uli
Honess said.

"I have to say that after the
game in Freiburg and now this
one that our confidence has

own enormously. 1 hope we

ave found our rh Nnow so
we can play a series of good
matches.”

A second derby, at the oppo-
site end of the country, is that of
Werder Bremen and Hamburg.
After being branded a failure
Brazilian striker Ailton,
Bremen's most expensive player
import, hit the net twice against
Frankfurt last weekend and

Pe_dmeiras' former Brazilian international Zinho (L) poses
with teammate Paulo Nunes during. a practice session in
Yokohama yesterday. Palmeiras take on Manchester
United on Tuesday for the World Club Championship title

e in Munich

seems to have found his legs af-
ter 13 months on the fringes.

Hamburg however must do
without their capiain Martin
Groth vuntl et vear because of
JwyEterious Grost hilary ehen
has doctors puzzied.

A further drain might be the
loss of striker Tony Yeboah. He
s considering a move to the US
in the next few weeks to play for
the New York/New Jerse
MetroStars, the same clu
Bayern's Lothar Matthaeus will
join next year once the confu-
sion surrounding his contract
Is settled.

Hertha Berlin travel
Wolfsburg Saturday but for now
are preoccupied witix how to
compensate Lheir fans who saw
virtaally nothing of thiz week's
European game against
Barceiona because of pea sou
fog. The mist was so thic
UEFA even considering calling
off the gaine.

To Hertha's good f[ortune
play carried on and they es-
caped with a 1-1 draw, marked
bv a tenacious performance
which restored confidence amid
a siring of poor Bundesliga re-
sults, Wn'lf];t:urg hcwever had
no lucky escape against Atletico
Madrid in the UEFA Cup and
lost 2-3 at home.

"The football Atletico played

| was the best [ have seen for a
| IOTIR

time,” Wolves' mansager
Peter Pander praised. "T'm start-
ing to get doubts when | iiear ti
Bundesliga is the best footbail
league in the world.”

Injury returnee Michael
Ballack gave Bayer Leverkxusen
their first three pointer in
seven games this week, a 1-0
over lItallan rclubk Udinese
Calcio, and lified spirits ahead
of Friday's game at Arminia
Bielefeld. Leverkusea have
slipped noticeably since being
knocked out of the Champlons
Leagues and are wanting Iresh
maotivation.

"I hope this win will give us
that spark we need to push us
forward in the Bundesliga."
Leverkusen's German interna-
tional Jens Nowotny said., "We
need three points in Bielefeld if
we are to keep in touch with
Bayern and Hamburg.”

Kaiserslautern continue to
bask in the regal shadow of
French World champion Youri
Djorkaeff who has been hailed
a send since arriving in the
Palatinate this season.

In less than a dozen games
he has elevated himself tc hero
status and will be expected to
weave more mlidfield magic
Sunday at Frankiurt.

Mario Basler is still await-
ing his first game for
Kaiserslautern since signing on
10 days ago and may be named
on the bench for a few minutes
near the end to test his injured
knee.

The remaining games in
round 13 of the sliga are:
25V Ulm v Schalke (Friday):
Freiburg v VIB Stuttgart, Hansa
Rostock v Unterhaching, and

o v gieasakH |
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Israeh booters
let off the hook

TEL AVIV. Nov 26: The
Israeli Football Federation has
Thursday cleared players in the
national team ol allegations
tém: they s hnt tl:i:: evﬁiuf their

uropean Champions lay-
off decider with [E:nma.rlg 1E ;K:
company of call girls, reports
AFP,

“There is no proof that al-
lows for such an application to
EE ltaicr;l.‘l‘: said federation presi-

ent Gabry Levy in a press con-
ference here Thursday.

“The interim inquiry could
not establish until now that the
accusation was well founded
and for us the affair is closed,"
he continued.

Levy said that two vate
detective firms charged -with
investigating the matter had re-
jected testimonies of call girls
implicating the players. The
investigators said that the girls
had been in different rooms to
those occupied by the Israeli
team, '

Israeli Minister of Sports
and Culture Matan Vilnai, ho-
ever, cast doubt on the findings
of the federation, implying they
were covering up on behalf of
the players.

"l am all the more surprised
at the conclusions of the feder-
ation sinice none of the players
accepted to submit themselves
to a lie detector test,” Vilnai told
national radio.

Revelations of the alleged
nocturnal activities of the foot-
ballers caused a huge outcry.
israel lost the first leg 5-0 to
Denmark and were beaten in
the return in Copenhagen 3-0,
itherefore being eliminated
from Euro 2000. -

Keane keen to
stay with MU

MANCHESTER, England,
Nov 26: Roy Keane hinted on
Thursday he would sign a new
long-term contract with Euro-
pean champions Manchester
United despite being free to ac-
cept offers from abroad next
northern summer, reports
Reuters.

United skipper Keane told
Greater Manchester Radio:
"There’s a meeting scheduled
next week between the club and
niy solicitor, so hopefully I will
have some positive news then.

"The talks are still at a deli-
cate stage but, fingers crossed, ]
will have something positive to
say,"

Italian Serie A sides Lazio
and Juventus as well as Spain's
Real Madrid were all rumoured
to be interested in signing the -
Ireland midfielder whose cur-
rent deal runs out in June,

Keane made a statement ear-
lHler this season claiming he
would wait until next summer
before decldin% on his future.

However, alter pressure from
United to begin negotiations on
a new coniract, Keane now
seems ready to re-sign for the
Qld Trafford team. .

_United are desperate to keep
Kednfe” and 4f¥a deal 18 mi6t
reached he could walk away
from Old Trafford next summer
vithout the club receiving a fee.

At their annual meeting last
week, United chairman Sir
Roland Smith claimed the club
would do everything in its
F-niwf:r to hold on o tﬁeir cap-
ain.

Merson vows to
bounce back

WINDPON, Nov 26: Former
England striker Paul Merson
has overcome drink, drugs and
gambling problems off the pitch
and has vowed to bounce back
from what he calls his "lowest

oint in football”, reports

uters.

The Aston Villa player
rekindled his strike partner-
s hi withh fellow former
Engiand striker and Villa Park
outcast Stan Collymore on
Wednesdayv when they lined up
to play against a team of
Loughborough Unlversity stu-
cents.

The plaving field scatiered
with a handful of spectators
was a far cry from the packed
stadiums the pair are used to
performing in but neither
plaver complained.

"I want to play [cotball. it's
what [ love doing and I'm not
going to get a game any cther
way.  Merson said.

“i wasn't made to play -- |
asked to play, I want to play
football and I'm not going to gel
in the first team."” After an
emotional confession to prob-
lerns with gambling, alcohol
and cocaine in 1994, Merson
entered a rehabilitation clinic
ayil looked to have conguered
his deinons.

A very public relapse fol-
iowed but now Merson is deter-
mined to bounce back.

“l think it just shows how
much 1 have come on in the last
six or seven months because
someone asked me at a ieeting
yesterday 'what is your highest
point and lowest point?... well,
this is my lowest point in foot-
ball and I'm ckay,” he said.

Collymore, once Britain's
most expensive footballer when
Liverpool paid 8.5 million

unds (13.73 million dollars)
or him, spent a spell in a re-
habilitation centre earlier this
year to receive treatment for
depression.

The striker spent the final
four months of last season re-
ceiving counselling and has
found himself frozen out at
Villa Park by manager John
G ry.

regory has said that

Collymore will never play for
him again and the player was
sent on loan to Fulham earlier
this season.

Nothing permanent came of
that deal. This month
Cull;rmorc refused to go on loan
to former club Nottingham
Forest, insisting instead that he
wanted to stay and play for
Villa.

"I don't think it takes a
rocket scientist to guess I'm not
happy with the situation, I
think I should be in the (first
teamn) squad at least,” he said.

"But I'm good, in good spirits
and whatever happens I'll

Borussia Dortmund v Duisburg. | plugging away.”

l
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HANOVER., Ger-
many, Nov 26
(AP): Andre Agas-
si already has the
trophy. All he has
~ to do nowis win
the tournament. The wa

Playlng. that could
ormality.

After beating Gustavo
Kuerten 6-4, 7-5 in his last
round-robin match Thursday at
the ATP Tour World Champi-
tnnsrﬂp, Agassi received the ATP

rophy presented to the player
who ﬁzﬂahca the e ds
the world. -

"It symbolises a lot for me
ﬁ;ﬂfcsslﬂnajl}’ and personally.”

assi sald after receiving the
glass trophy which depicts an
athlete holding up his index
finger in a No 1 sign.

“It's a big accomplishment
for me."

Even in the unlikely case
that Agassi falters and ?ails to
win the season-ending event, he
is assured of finishing the year
as No 1.

The American has not
dropped a set in sweeping his
first three matches and became
the first player to advance to
the semifinals.

The 3.6-million dollar tour-
nament brings together the top

he's
€ a

as No 1 in_

eight players in the world, wino
:u'c sph} into two groups. The
op two from each | advan
to'the last four, Lo o one

is sure of winning his
Red Group. Kuerten, a Eraqz%mn
ranked No 3 in the world, is 1-2,
and theoretically still in the
running.

The group will be decided
Friday, when Pete Sampras, 1-
1, plays Nicolas Lapentti of
Ecuador, who is 0-2. Under the
complicated tie-breaking for-
mula, Sampras needs to win
just a set to advance.

The White Group also will be
decided Friday, when Thomas
En&v:lst (1-1) plays Todd Martin
(0-2) and Nicolas Kiefer (1-1)
'E]atu:s Yevgeny Kafelnikov (2-

Kuerten was the first man to
break Agassi's serve in the
tournament and fired 13 aces.
But even that wasn't enough to
match Agassi's powerful and
precise ground shots,

Despite his impressive per-
formances, Agassi said he did
not :lfte! u.l}ll:l-f:atﬂble.

‘It's the exact opposite.
That's what keep ﬂringpnl?m. the
res for other players.”

_It's easy to have an off day
and that's all it takes. There's
some good tennis out there,” he

NUMERO UNQ: American Andre Agassi shows off his tro-
phy after finishing the year as world's best tennis player
at the ATP championship on November 25. — AFP photo -

said.

With all due respect, how-
ever, Agassi said he didn't re-
ally care whom he faced in the
semifinals.

‘It doesn't really matter at
this point. They all present
problems,” he said.

Agassi is enjoying the best
year of his career. He captured
the No 1 ranking after winning
the French n and added the

-US Open title. He also ended
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FIFA world under-17 championship final

Coaches exuding confidence

AUCKLAND, Nov
26 Brazil cuach
Carlos Cesar pgoa
ded his Austra-
llan opponents in

Saturday's world

l, e

under-17 final by declaring his

team have already played their

toughest game, reports AFP.
esar predicted his team

would play better than they
have done so far this tourna-
ment.

"l believe my players can win
tomorrow because, | think,
we've already played our tough-
e¢st game in the tournament
against Ghana.

"Technically and tactically
we were a better team than
Chana, but | didn't know if we
could handle their physical ap-
proach. As it turned out it
wasn't a problem for us,” Cesar
said.

Australian coach Les
Scheinflug retorted in equally
blunt terms.

“If the Brazilians think
they've played their toughest
game in the tournament then
that is good, just as long as they
believe it," he said,

"We're not frightened of

field after the 2-1 loss in
Christchurch (against Brazil)
feeling they had let theinselves
dowmn,

"But they know now that
they have an opportunity to
snatch glory by beating the best
in the business.

"We've got a few surprises for
thern, courtesy of Australia and
Oceania, the spirit here down-
under is stronger than anything
they can produce.”

Meanwhile Ghana will go
into Saturday's third and
fourth playoffs against the
United States without Lawrence
Kainya who was suspended for
two matches after being sent off
against Uruguay in the quarter-
final.

Michael Essien, who re-
ceived two yellow cards in the
playofi rounds, will also miss
the game as will US defender

Seth Trembley, who was sent
off in the semifinal against
Australia.

The major concern for
Brazil is over left back
Anderson, who didn't train
Friday because of a left foot in-
jury. Cesar said he would wait

Sampras’ run of six straight
year-end No 1 rankings.

If he wins the ATP champi-
onship, Agassi will repeat his
triumph from 1990, the year the
event came to Germany. After
this year's edition, the champi-
onship will be staged in Lisbon,
Portugal and then move to Sao
Paulo, Brazil.

Second-ranked Kafelnikov,
who overcame 18 aces by No 4
Enqgvist, won 7-5, 3-6. 6-4.
Kafelnikov also beat Enqvist in
the final of this year's Aus-

tralian Open.

Kiefer., the sixth-ranked
German, delighted the home
crowd by defea Martin 6-3,
6-2. Martin, the US Open final-
ist who is No 7 in the world. will
be looking for a face-saving vic-
tory Friday against Enqgvist.

No blood-test at
2oth London
Marathon

LONDON, Nov26: Blood test-
ing will not be introduced in
time for next years 20th an-
niversary London Marathon,
reports :

Reports had suggested that
blood tests, which are more ac-
curate than existing anti-cop-
ing measures, would be manda-
tory for entrants in the April
race.

However organisers con-
firmed on Tuesday there were
no plans (o introduce bleuod
testing until the Internati-al
Amateur Athletic Federation
(LAAF) have ratified such pro-
cedures,

"The London Marathon sup-
ports moves by the Association
of International Marathons for
the introduction of blood-test-
ing.’' sald race director David
Bedlord.

"However, we cannot sud-
denly do this unilaterally. To
my knowledge there is no test in

lace that we could possibly use
or next year's race,

"Once a test {s in place,
which has been ratified by the
IAAF and adopted by other big
city marathons. then it will be
in place in London.”

Blood testing will detect ery-
thropoietin (EPO), a drug used to
boost the count of oxygen-car-
‘?ﬂng red blood cells which can

ramatically improvel an ath-
letes’ stamina.

Meanwhile world record
holder Khalid Khannouchi has
promised to set an electric pace
at next year's Marathon.

The Moroccan smashed
Brazilian Ronaldo da Costa's
world best in Chicago last

month. becoming the first run-
ner to ever dip below two hours
and six minutes over the 26.2-
mile distance.

He arrived in the capital this
week for a whistle-stop visit to
check out the course in prepara-
tan for next April's race

"Having travelled -ound the
course by car l'm very confident
it will be a fast and interesting
race,” he said.

"It is always difficult to pre-
dict the outcome of a race and
much depends on the weather
conditions and quality of the

ace-making. However, | think
i?St" times are a real possibil-
y.

Joining Khannouchi in one
of the strongest-ever marathon
fields is South Africa's Gert
Thys, who last year became the
first man ever to run three
marathons sub-two hours eight
minutes,

Razvan sets new

snatch record

ATHENS, Nov 26: Romania's
Ilie Razvan broke the world
record for snatch in the men's
77 kg category at the World
We'il%htliﬁing Championships
on Thursday, reports ijttrs

He lifted 170 kg to better
Armenia’'s Khachatur Kya-
pakakisyan's 168.5 kg, lifted on

Brazil, we've played them before  until before the game before | April 16. 1999 in La Coruna,
and the players came off the making a decision on him. Spain.
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