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(calan's death sentence ui)

ANKARA, Nov 25 : Turkey's
Appeals Court today upheld the
death sentence handed down on
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah
Ocalan, to the cheers of rela-
tives of Turkish soldiers mur-
dered in the separatist conflict,
reports AFP,

The presiding judge, Demirel
Tavil, said the sentence was “in
conformity with procedures
and law.”

The judges’ decision was
unanimous.

Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) leader Ocalan, who was
not present at the five-minute
hearing, was sentenced to death
on treason and separatism
charges on June 29 after a high-

rofile trial on the prison is-
and of Imrali.

The Appeals Court rull
must now be ratified tﬁg
Turkish parliament and Presi-
dent Suleyman Demirel before
Ocalan's execution can go
ahead.

But the defence team have a
further two options to follow to
prevent Ocalan's execution.

"Once the court notifies us of
the decision in 15 days, we will

. algpca] to the chief prosecutor of
the appeals court for a re-exam-
ination of the sentence,” attor-
ney Dogan Erbas told AFP
Thursday:.

If Savas agrees to the
lawyers' demand, the appeals

Ocalan’'s death sentence in a re-
port before the start of the ap-
peals .
If Savas rejects the defence
team's application, the last do-
mestic legal recourse will be ex-
hausted. paving the way for

Ocalan's lawyers to take the
case to thc‘gtrnabnur -based
European Court of
Rights.

"We will have six months to
apply to the European court,"

said. "When we do, we will

base our argument on the neces-
sity to abolish the death
enalty under the European
onvention on Human Rights.”

Even though Turkey has not
signed the protocol to annul
capital punishment, it has to
respect it as a member of the
Euro family, Erbas added.

utside the court building.
hundreds of relatives of sol-
diers who died in fighting with
the PKK erupted into cheers of
joy after the ruling was an-
nounced.

"?Iua*decisi:jré 13135 madle me
very happy,” s e Atilgan,
whose hrgirhcr Murat was lgﬁed
in the southeastern province of
Sirnak. "It has alleviated our
grief.”

"We trust our parliament. We
are only asking for the mur-
derer to pay for the crimes he
has committed,"” she said.

uman

ows and hn;;liga:l an, effigy of

an wt as a vampire
with bl dripping from his
leeth.

"(Prime Minister Bulent)
Ecevit, you are not in a hurry to
hang Ocalan, but we are,” read
one of the banners the demon-
strators carried.

"We want to see Ocalan
hanged,” said Unal Yildiz with
tears in his eyes in memory of
his 21-year-old son who was
killed in a 1995 cross-border
operation in northern Iraq
against PKK rebels,

"But we have doubts ovet
Ecevit's attitude,” he added. "Our
patience has run out.”

The ruling was expected to
put pressure on Turkey just over
two weeks ahead of a Euro
Union summit in Helsinki on
December 10-11, which will
also discuss Ankara's decades
long bid to become a member of
the bloc.

European countries have
urged Ankara to s Ocalan's
life, hinting that his execution
could harm Turkey's chances of

joining the EU.
Alth

ough the death sentence
exists in Turkey, there have
been no judicial executions
since 1984. A total of 47 people
are currently on death row in
various Turkish prisons.
- The verdict comes amid
peace calls by Ocalan's Kurdis-
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Sharif’s brother arrested

KARACHI. Nov 25 : Police ar-

dert:u-ted the brother of Pakistan's
today to stand trial in a treason
and cons
police o

Premier Nawaz Sharif

racy to murder case,
cials told AFP.
Shahbaz Sharif, the former

powerful chief minister of
Punjab province, was flown to

Karachi early Thursday and

appear alongside his

Pakistan's cricket hero turnd politici

n Imran Khan (L)

with his wife Jemima Khan and their baby led a protest
rally against Russian aggression over Chechnya

brother in an anti-terrorism
court here.

He has been under detention
since army chief General Pervez
Musharrafl seized wer in a

coup and deposed Nawaz Sharif
un&'tohu'lﬂ

Two other officials were also
arrested and brought to
Karachi: Saeed Mehdi, former
principal secretary to Sharif,
and Saif-ur Rehman, former
chief of the Accountability Bu-
reau, the sources said.

They could face the death
penalty if convicted.

"We have arrested them in a
very important case in which
the lives of the army chief and
other passengers were put in
danger through a conspiracy,”
said Waqar Malhan, chief in-
vestigating officer in the case.

e arrests were made after
we got evidence about their in-
volvement through witnesses.”

Eight people, including the
former premier, have now

Treason case

Shahbaz Sharif
Aulhn:;igr. was pardoned on
ay

Wedne after turning star
witness against Sharif.

He confessed Sharif ordered
tumnutlulﬂaplanccarrying
gencral Musharraf and nearly

00 other passengers land at
Karachi on the night of the
coup.

Soon afterwards the arm

* selzed control of the airfarl, -
an

lowing Musharraf's plane to
touch down, and the general
took control of the country and
put Sharif under detention.

“The co t authority
has granted the request for a
by the accused, Aminul-

lah Chaudhary,” Khan said.

The three other defendants
are Khagan Abbasi,
head of Pakistan International
Airlines, Ghous Ali Shah,
fo arifs chief advisor
in Sindh province, and Rana
Magbool, former Sindh police

chief,

The men were due in court

:ﬁnn Thursday to heAr more
iness statements against

them.

The former premier has de-
E:ud the accusations against

m.

“This is a cooked-up sto
and the world will judge U?:
hollowness of the accusations, ”
Sharif told rters on Mon-
day. "1 will fight it out."

The former premier and his
family are also suspects in a
crackdown on corruption.

Military authorities have al-
ready arrested Sharif's younger
brother Abbas on suspicion of
corruption.

Sources said several other
members of the ousted prime
minister's family, including
Hamza Sharif, a son of Sharif's
other brother Shahbaz, might
also be tried under the same

C ;
ha{ﬁ:: Lahore High Court also

court will review the case for a The relatives, waving Turk-  tan Workers' PKK) :
il ish: flags, torc moart cfictes of Lo pt;ru nﬁeﬂmtu [PU" .[:l;i*ﬂ_ yesterday. Scores of protestors gathered in front of the | arrested in the case and charges Special Public Prosecutor issued a decree to recover one
This move is however un- Ocalan and chanted slogans Turkey and end the 15-year war Umtx_ecl Nations (UN) office and chanted slogans against are due to be b t on Friday. llyas Khan told the official As- billion rupees (about 20 million
B T 1ty T e ey s Afotnet Aukarw’ il Bas | Rure and demsusded impositon of UN sanctions on | ., OSSN oL Aol  seeeicd Prom of Pkl et el i e T
 app o C more than 31,000 lives. Russia. | - a1 » & lormer dircctor audhary had prayed for a @ firm run by close Shari 3
= AFP photo general ol the Civil Aviation pardon. Saifur H:hmin. arif aide

Red alert in Lanka as LTTE
‘marks heroes’ week

COLOMBO, Nov 25 : Sri
Lankan {roops have stepped up
already tight security arrange-
ments as Tamil Tiger rebels
commemorate thousands of
guerrillas killed in a drawn out
separatist war, officials said
today, reports AFP.

Road blocks and check
points in the capital were beefed
up fi attacks by the sepa-
ratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who end
their week-long commemora-
tions Saturday, a police
spokesman said. |

The rebels usually organise
religious services to invoke
blessings on their fighters
killed in action but the military

accuses the guerrillas of also
staging attacks to mark heroes'
week.

The ceremonies also coincide
with the birthday of LTTE
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran
who turns 45 Friday. Prab-
hakaran is Sri Lanka's most
wanted man but he is hero-wor-
shipped by his followers.

"There is a high state of alert
in Colombo as well as in the
suburbs,” a police spokesman
said. "It is usual to take extra
precautions at this time of the
year.

However, there were no ma-
_Ior attacks during heroes' week

ast year.
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‘Tdiedin in China:

with a

An earthquake

preliminary magnitude of 5.2 rocked a county in

southwest China on Thursday, killing at least one person and

injuring three others, the state-run

reports from
. The early mo

jing.

quakr: hit Ch

ua News Agency said,
engjlang county in Yunnan,

borg
a province that ers Myanmar, Burma and Laos, Xinhua

said. Chengjiang

is about 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of

Yunnan's provincial capital, Kunming.

RussiangualﬂkﬂledinTa.ﬁkistan: A

Russian frontier

guard was murdered in Dushanbe

esterday

near his home, the spokesman for Russian troops in Tajikistan -

told AFP in Dushanbe.

Major Alexander Korneyev, 30, was shot with a Makarov
handgun, spokesman Colonel Alexander Kondratyev said.

- e I -
Cho in Philippines: A
private, chiartered helicopter with eight people a has been
missing for over a day and is fi to have crashed, aviation
officials said here Wednesday, AFP reports from Manila.

The UH-1H helicopter, belonging to the JAKA Transport

. was
project in Bulacan

employees of the state water service to a dam
province just outside Manila when it went

missing on Tuesday, the airforce and JAKA personnel said.

Ex-Russian naval officer jailed: A

former Russian na

captain has been senten

to five years'

prison for gi military secrets about the Russian Baltic fleet
to Sweden, a military court announced Wednesday, AFP reports

from Saint Petersburg.

Opposition Democratic Action Party (DAP) deputy
president Karpal Singh (r) makes way for the National
Justice Party-led by jailed former Malaysian deputy
premier Anwar's wife Wan Azizah Ismail (c¢) to the podium
to give him moral support at the rally in Pulau Penang,
northern state of Malaysia Wednesday. The opposition
parties is contesting every Penang's 33 state seats in
which the DAP is taking 17 seats, Keadilan 11 seats and
PAS 5 seats against the National Front (BN).

—AFP photo

The authorities deployed
anti-aircraft guns to def::l?td{hc
Sri Lankan parliament last
year from rebel air attacks as
the LTTE remembered their

The Tigers announced last
year that they used an aircraft
to drop flowers over a "martyrs
cemetery” in the north of the
country during heroes week cel-
ebrations.

The guerrillas mark this
year's heroes week with a string
of spectacular successes under
their belt. The rebels captured
10 key bases from the army in
just five days of fighting earlier
this month.

Clinton still
hopes to visit
India

WASHINGTON, Nov 25: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton, who last
ear cancelled plans to visit
uth Asia after tit-for-tat nu-
clear tests by India and Pak-
ist_itﬂl}i :::jd on Wad:&mda]r he
s 0 to vigit India during
his presidency, Reuters.
“I've always planned to go
there and hope [ can,” Clinton
told reporters when asked
whether he planned to visit In-
dia. "I certainly intend to go and
I hope we can work it out.
inton was not asked about
visiting Pakistan.

US officials have said pri-
vately that plans for Clinton to
visit Pakistan have been
thrown into doubt because of
the military coup that ousted
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
last month.

A White House spokesman
said on Wednesday that no de-
cision had been made on
whether to visit either country.

Officials have said it would
be difficult for Clinton to visit
India without also g to Pak-
istan given the sensitive rela-
tions between the two countries,
which have fought three wars
since they gai
from Britain in 1947. Clinton's
term expires in January 2001.

3 soldiers killed
in Kashmir
blast

SRINAGAR, India, Nov 25 :
Three Indian soldiers were
killed today when suspected
Muslimmilitants triggered a
landmine under their vehicle in
Kashmir, police officials said,
reports -

Three other soldiers were in-
jured in the blast on a highway
near Patan town, 30 km north
of Srinagar, the Kashmiri
summer capital.

The injured troops were in
critical condition, a police
spokesman said.

Traffic on the highway link-
ing Srinagar was suspended af-
ter the blast.

No one claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack, but officials
said Muslim guerrillas fighting
to end Indian rule in strife-torn
Kashmir were to blame.

Talks on troops
withdrawal from
West Bank fail

JERUSALEM, Nov 25: Israeli
and Palestinian negotiators
failed to reach agreement
Wednesday on ‘a delayed West
Bank troop withdrawal but
remained optimistic that a deal
Was near, AP.

Negotiators met until after
midnight Wednesday, trying to
resolve a dispute over the
location of a pullback from 5
per cent of the West Bank.

"I hope we will have an
agreement in the co days,”

Israeli negotiator Od Eran
said after the meeting.
The Palestinians have

rejected Israel's plan for the
redeployment, due to have
taken place Nov. 15 under the
latest nt, sa

Israel wanted to give the
Palestinians civil control over

areas that are too-thinly

populated.

L]

Benazir urges int'l community
Press the generals to
restore democracy

OSLO, Nov 25: Former Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto on Wednesday urged the
international community to
press the generals who seized
power in her t:uunuZPtu restore
democracy, reports AP.

I think it is important for
the world to continue pressure
for democracy in Pakistan,"
Benazir said in Norway's capi-
tal of Oslo. "Pakistan is in tur-
moil and with it the region's
stability is threatened.”

Pakistani Gen Pervez
Musharraf seized power in a
bloodless coup that ousted
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
on Oct 15. The military leader

accused Sharifl and his govern-
ment of massive corruption,
destroying institutions and un-
dermining the constitution.

By over throwing a dictator
rather than a democracy, the
military government was ini-
tially greeted with relief," said
Benazir. "But we urge the mili-
ta.ris early return to the bar-
racks."”

She said Pakistan was al-
ready headed for its latest mili-
tary dictatorship when Sharif
ousted her in 1996, and his offi-
clials began what she called a
campaign to smear her name
and bring "trumped up charges
of corruption.”

NEW DELHI, Nov 25 : India's
main opposition Congress
Party today hit out at the ruling
Hindu nationalists for their
part in toppling a Congress-run
government in the western state
of Goa, reports AFP.

Congress spokesman Ajit
Jogi warned of "confrontation”
with Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee's federal coali-
tion government following the
political coup in distant Goa.

“The prime minister talks of
cooperation with the opposi-
tion, but their actions can onl
lead to confrontation.,” Jogi told
AFP, a day after the Congress
government in Goa collapsed,

The Congress came to power

in Goa six months ago, winning
a slender majority in the 40-
seat state assembly. But 11 of 26
Congress legislators rebelled
five days ago against their own
chief minister.

On Wednesday, the leader of
the breakaway rebel group,
Francisco Sardinha, was sworn
in at the head of a new govern-
ment that was immediately
empped up by Prime Minister

ajpayee’'s BJP party and two
smaller parties.

The developments forced the
Congress to settle for the oppo-
sition benches in Goa, a former
Portuguese colony that is home
to a large number of Roman
Catholics.

Cong hits out at BJP for
fall of Goa state govt

The tiny state has witnessed
frequent bouts of political in-
stability in recent years, and
the latest government is the
12th in the past decade.

Jogl said there was "a lot of
anger in Co over the way
the BJP has destabilised our
government in Goa. The BJP is
not ready to honour the people's
mandate. All their talk of polit-

+ fcal morality is bunkum."

India’s ruling Hindu nation-
alist-led coalition commands
around 300 seats in the 545-
member federal parllament, but
still needs opposition suport in
carrying out key economic re-
forms.

independence

‘-Top officers defend role

in Aceh repression

JAKARTA, Nov 25 : Three

and gas.
In. 1989 Suharto ordered the
launch of the military opera-

tion to crush a small Islamic

Minister Yuwono Sudarsono.
and State Minister for Human
Rights Affairs, Hasballah Saad.
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Pakistan has fﬂun?
two tunnels on
Indian border

LAHORE, Pakistan, Nov 25:
Pakistan] authorities have

" found two tunnels dug from the

Iadian side ¢f *he= border and
wilicn could oe used by sabo-
teurs, a senior Pakistan police
officer said on Wednesday.

The offickr, who did not
want to be identified, told
Reuters the tunnels on Pak-
istan's eastern border could
have been used for smuggling or
terrorism.’

Ine charge was made a da
after a senfor Indian police of-
ficer was quoted in a news re-
port as uayl:g that Indian
troops had found a 4.5-foot (1.3-
metre) wide tunnel dug 100 me-
tres inside their territory origi-
rating from the Pakistani side.

The Pakistani officer said
one of the two tunnels was du
from the south of an Indian vil-
lage, Kamalpur, and the other
was also close to the same vil-
lage.

“Indian border securit
forces, in collaboration wit
smugglers, have dug these tun-
nels to ..., send terrorists in
Pakistan for subversive activi-
ties and smuggling goods,” the
officer said.

Labour leader Helen Clark (C), whose centre-left alliance
18 currently leading the incumbent centre-right National
Party of Prime Minister Jenny Shipley in the opinion
polls, gets advise from the party faithful before addressing
a campaign rally in Auckland yesterday. The national
election on November 27 is the first ever with two female
candidates battling for the role of prime minister.

— AFP photo

Greenpeace demands accountability,

tough anti-pollution laws in India

BOMBAY, Nov 25 : The 1984
toxic gas disaster in Bhopal, In-
dia. could be ted ere
in the country unless large cor-

rations are made accountable
or industrial safety, Green-
peace warned here today, re-
ports AFP. :

"India has several environ-
mental disasters waiting to
happen,” said Nityanand Ja-
yaraman, kesman of the en-
vironmen ure .

"We mtptl:su Eegrt?lutp]ack
of official policy. We also de-
mand corporate accountability

Bhopal -- the worst industrial
disaster in history.

The ship will remain in the
Bombay docks for the next
week.
"(It) will join hands with the

as victims of Bhopal in their
emand for justice,” said Ja-
yaramai..

Thousands of people were
killed when tonnes of a lethal
toxic esca from a pesti-
cide factory of Union Carbide
Corp. in the central Indian city
?EETE night of December 2-3,

—

Russia urges Chechen

rebels to surrender

MOSCOW, Nov 25:

Russia urged Islamic
militant to lay down their
weapons and stepped up pres-
sure in breakaway Chechnya,
tightening the noose around the
capital Grozny. reports Reuters

Russian troops today geared
ulp to complete their encir-
clement of the city, which is up
to 80 per cent surrounded. The
rebels for their part beefed up
their defences in and around
the capital in expectation of a

major offensive,
rime Minister Vladimir

Putin again made clear on
Wednesday that Russja's aim
was to destroy the guerillas, ac-
cused Moscow of bombi
several Russian cities and o
destabilising the whole North
Caucasus region.

But in a sign that Russia still
hopes that Grozny and other
centres would allow troops in
without a fight, Putin urged the
rebels to down their arms and
promised not to prosecute those
whose "hands were not stained
with the blood of Russian citi-
zens". The eight-week-old offen-
sive through Chechnya has
brought the army to within a
few kilometers (miles) of the in-
creasingly besieged capital.
Continual bombing and shelling
of villages in southern Chechnya
have sent almost 200,000
Chechens fleeing to Russia's

impoverished-region of In-
gushetia.
Russian troops control

Chechnya's northern lowlands,
the regions second town, Gud-

ermes, as well as the town of
Achkoi-Martan — both secured
after wining agreement for resi-
dents to allow them in without
hostilities.

Putin, whose tough stance on
Chechnya has turned him into
Russia's most popular politi-
cian, told NTV television late on
Wednesday that he could con-
sider extending an amnesty de-
clared in 1 , at the end of
Russia’s ill-fated Chechen war.

Russian tactics to date have
focused on methodical advances
on the capital. Despite their
limited resistance so far,

Chechen fighters are expected
to put up a tough defence in

Grozny, where President Aslan
Maskhadov is reportedly direct-
ing defence plans.

LONDON, Nov 25 : Ulster
Unionist leader David Trimble
will tell his party’'s ruling coun-
cil this weekend that he will
pull out of Northern Ireland's
power-sharing government if
the IRA has not started disarm-
ing by the end of January, the
Financial Times newspaper re-

ported today, uaﬂm AFP.
Trimble will spell out the

disarmament deadline at a

meeting of his Ulster Unionist

to prevent disasters,"” Jayara- The disaster also left tens of | Party’s 860-strong policy-mak-
man told on board the thousands of maimed. lnﬁ council on Saturday, in a
Green Bmc:fﬂagnhlp "The Rain- l::l!a arl::mnn saljté JS: ll?tpl bid to win su for a com-
bow z wou 0S8 : schoo promise peace -

The Rainbow Warrior ar- children mdu:gurca of other He wants the party to change

rived in India on Wednesday to

| mark the 15th anniversary of

gl;tum during its stay in Bom-

its long-held "no guns, no gov-

emment” policy and agree to sit

in a devolved power-sharing
government with the Irish Re-
publican Army's political wing
Sinn Fein before the IRA begins

handing in 1
the Protestant

Leaders o
unionists, who support British
d, are

rule over Northern
struggling to sell the deal to

h members.

If the UUP council su

the deal, an executive could be
named Monday and given de-
volved powers on Thursday.

The IRA would then appoint
an interm to discuss a
weapons handover with Cana-
dian General John De Chaste-
lain, who chairs an interna-

rTrimblé sets disalmament"
deadline for |

tional commission on disar-

mament.
The tary IRA, which
along with other Roman

Catholic republican or -
flr,lluna ?nta a L;:ated land,
as publicly sta its willing-
ness to name an interlocutor to
meet de Chastelain.
But unionist hardliners ar-

ﬂ.re the peace deal -- which aims

end 30 years of sectarian vio-
lence -- no guarantee of



