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me. [ am getting older.”
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Rezaul ruins
Khulna

Sports Reporter
A six-wicket haul by Rezaul
Hasan gave Chittagong a de-
serving 34-run first innings

lead over Khulna and two
inls as their three-day Na-
ional Cricket League clash
glild;d in a draw at the MA Aziz
aduim in Chittagong on
Tuesday. - 08

CHITTAGONG: First
innings 278 in 97.3 overs
(Fakhrul 92 n.o., Haroon 57,
Waliul 52; Khairuzzaman
2/40, Jamaluddin 2 /68)

KHULNA: First Innings 244
in 91.1 overs (Asadullah Khan
50, Niaz 38, Shamim 35, Raju
34: Rezaul 6/44. Ibnul 2/36,
Niaz 2/79) - :

CHITTAGONG: Second
innings: 128 for 1 in 35 overs
'[Nﬂf}t‘tﬂ 60 n.o., Haroon 50 I

n.o.

.On the final day, Khulna.
who resumed their first innings
on overnight total of 227 for 8.
t~\‘_:-|:t~ul«:[ ad :llimthcr 14 runs be-
ore out for 244 j
7th over of the day. gL

Rezaul, who took five
wickets on Monday for 44 runs.
captured another without

ng any more run,

Chittagong, in their second
innings. were 128 for one when
the umpires called off the game.

ner Nafees was unbeaten
on while Haroon was at the
other end with 51,

Rezaul was later

man-of-the-match.

DMCCS lauds
CCDM

Sports Reporter

The newly-formed Dhaka
Mahanagari Cricket Club
Samity (DMCCS) has vowed not
to participate in any Premier
Division cricketers transfers
before the scheduled January 17
start.

In a press release yesterday
signed by Ahmed Parvez Sham-
suddin, member secre . the
DMCCS said that the cl re-
served the right to decide when
to hold the transfers and nei-
ther would they allow any sort
of interference in future.

The DMCCS blamed the agi-
tated cricketers for the recent
crisis.

The organisation applauded
the Cricket Committee of
Dhaka M:tm&ﬂtlan's (CCDM)
decision for boycotting seven

adjudged

WACA may suit Shoaib
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Bagan end Badda's challenge

CALCUTTA. NOV
24: A controver-
sial 32nd minute
gua] by Khemt
aite enable
Mohun Bagan to
overcome a resolute Badda

Jagarani of Bangladesh in the
second semi-final of the IFA

Shield here today. However,

leaving aside the goal, Mohun
Bagan were the dominant side
all through. The main reason
being the ultra defensive ap-
roach adopted by the Jagarani
ootballers. In the match save
for a shot by Midfielder Saiful
Islam from the top of the box,
the visitors did not trouble the
Mohun Bagan defenders on a
single occasion. Hassan was un-
lucky as his shot was saved by
Hemanta Dora in the Mohun
Bagan goal.
Jagarani had two attackers
%frnnt namely Mani and
okon. They came up against
Jewel Rana, Sammy Omeelo
and Debjit Ghosh. The numeri-
cal superiority always lay with
the Mohun Bagan defenders. As
a result, Jagarani had to defend
most of the time. Another mis-
take that the footballers made
was to attack down the middle.
The result raids were easily
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From our Correspondent

defence' adopted by Mohun

Esith veteran Satyajit Chat-
terjee playing very well today.
Mohun Bagan attacked in
waves especially in the first
session. In a span of three min-
utes between the fifth and the
eighth, the broke open the Ja-
garani defence.

On the first occasion Chat-
terjee’'s through down the mid-
dle was incked up by an un-
marked James.

But he failed to control the
ball. In the very next minute
Itocha Singh ran down the right
and found Kasif

Jamal on the top box. His
powerful shot was off target.

o minutes later, Satyajitl
again ran down the right and
found James with a lovely
backpass. The latter's powerful
right footer was blocked by Ti-

tumeer Choudhury at the cost of

a corner.

Dipankar Roy, Dipankar
Biswas and Saiful Islam were
busy defending. The supply line
was, as a result cut off for the
Jagarani forwards. It was
A.Fatai's brilliance in defence
that saved J from a de-
grading scoreline.

The goal however, came un-

" der a cloud ol controversy. De-
fender M. Hassan was injured
as he went for a desperate tackle
on Chatterjee who was breaking
down the right. As he lay on the
sidelines, James Singh playved a
one-two with Kasif down the

middle. he then switched on to
the right and ran down with the
ball. e subsequent floater
was headed down by Kasif Ja-
mal on to the path of an onrush-
ing Paite. With Fatai out of po-
sition, Paite unleashed a power-
ful right footer that did not give
Titumeer any chance in the Ja-
garani goal.

The second half was drab

compared to the first with pla

being restricted to the midfield.
Both the sides indulged in
needless back-passes. With
Tanveer Choudhury having an
off day, the usual flair of Ja-
garani down the flanks was
missing.

After the match coach
Kanan said that Jamal had
handled the ball while headin

it down. "The referee shoul

have awarded a handball in our

favour. However, other than
that, I have no complaints. We
played badly today. We rarely
troubled the Mohun Bagan de-
fenders."”

cut of by the funne! system of

PERTH, Nov 24:
Shoaib Akhtar,
' the fastest bowler
| in the world, has
the chance this
L — e Weekend to re
store prude to a demoralised
Pakistan team 'and cement his
place in cricket history. reports
AFP.

Pakistan, reeling from Aus-
tralia's extraordinary series-
deciding second crickel Test
victory in Hobart, head to
Perth’'s WACA ground, where
the third and final Test starts
Friday.

The WACA has the liveliest
pitch in the country, giving
Akhtar the opportunity to tor-
menl the Australian batsmen
and make good on his vow to be

the first bowler to break the 100: &
emiles| per houroi1 641-kplal 1bar--1: ¢

rier. ! )

During the Hobart thriller,
tlie 24-year-old [firebrand
reached 95.8 mph and seems
certain to gain extra pace here
on a round where such speed gi-
ants as Curtly Ambrose, Dennis
Lillee, Malcolm Marshall and
Jefl Thomson have hustled and
humbled the world's best bats-
mer.

The mop-headed Akhtar has
delivered only modestly during
the first two Tests, capturing
five wickets at a costly average
ol 66 runs apiece.

In the past three Australian
innings he has zapped down 45
over for a solitary scalp — a re-
turn with which both the and
skipper Wasim Akram must be
disappointed.

ram. 33. has also had
limited success in the first two
Tests. claiming four wickets at
an average ol b5. .

Australia have shown how
thc;; think the Perth pitch will
be by strengthening their pace
department.

New South Welshman Brett

Lee. considered by some the
fastest Austirallan bowler, and
Queenslander Michael

Kasprowicz have been added to
the squad at the expense of
Scotl Muller, whao disappointed
in Hobart, and dual-purpose
bowler Colin Miller. who does
not have the pace to exploit
Perth conditions.

Lee, 23, who is yet to play a
senior game for his country,
was clocked at 91.9 mph (148
kph) three years ago, but be-
lieves he is [aster now.
Selectors though may prefer

SHOAIB AKHTAR
the more experienced Kasprow-
icz, 27, who has played in 14
Tests. the maost recent against
England just over a year ago.

Because of its exceptional
pace and bounce. the WACA

itch can be a problem for

atsmen not familiar with its
characteristics. and many top
players have failed in Perth in
their initial appearances.

It is a sobering thought then
for Pakistan that it is the home
ground for Australia's second
Test heroes, Adam Gilchrist
(149 not out) and a Justin
Langer (127), who guided their
team to victory in Hobart with a
238-run sixth-wicket stand.

If the pitch behaves as ex-
pected, there will be little en-
couragement for Pakistan's
champion off-spinner Saqglain
Mustaq, but the 22-year-old is
talented enough to be among the
spoils on any surface,

His first innings 6-46 in Ho-
bart and his match baul of eight
wickets, probably ensures ghe

'will play ahead of Jeg-spinmer

Mushtag Ahmed# 7 73

' Pakistan would haiﬁ' been
better Egutpped for this game if
they had the opportunity to ex-

rience the conditions in a

rst-class match against the
Western Australian side,

However, only a one-day
match was scheduled for them
here at the start of the tour, and
that produced a three-run de-
feat.

Australian captain Steve
Waugh has dispelled any
thoughts his side may rest on
their laurels here after wrap-
pin%ﬂu the series in Hobart.

t these guys 3-0 would
be a major achievement — and
that is what we aim to do." he
said. As well as completing a
clean sweep. Waugh wants %ﬂs
troops to remain well-tuned for
the three-Test series against In-
dia, starting in Adelaide on De-
cember 10.

Lele's 'weird' remarks?.

NEW DELHI, Nov
24 (AFP/Reuters):
Indian cricket
board secretary

Jaywant Lele on

players.

Wednesday denied
labelling the national team a
bunch of penny-pinching
beggars who will be
whitewashed on their coming
Australian tour.

But Internet website
www.rediff.com, which pub-
lished the interview in which
Lele allegedly made his ex-
traordinary outburst, stood by
its story even as the board sec-
retary threatened legal action.

“They are trying to tarnish
my image by putting out imagi-
native statements attributed to
me."” said Lele, who is the second
most powerful cricket official
in India after the board presi-
dent.

‘I have not spoken to any-
body. including Rediff-on-the-
net, regard!nit e merits of the
team which has been sent to
Australia.

‘I am seeking legal opinion
on the issue.” he told the Press
Trust of India.

In the interview, which was
splashed in all the leading
newspapers on Wednesday, Lele
reportedly called coach Kapil
Dev a "liar” and ridiculed the se-
lection for the tour which starts
on Friday.

Rediff's Executive Editor,
Prem Panicker, said he was
standing by the story and the
reporter.

"Frankly, I'm not surprised
by the denial. I've interviewed
Lele myself and he makes a
habit of saying these kind of
things and then denying them,”
Panicker told AFP.

"l think he's the only person
in the world who once said he
was misquoted on television.”

Indian board president A C
Muthiah described the contro-
versy as unfortunate just as the
team was settling down in Aus-
tralia today.

I snoke to Lele a few days

edly
team’'s commitment.

that ... the
laundry allowance. But in the
evenings they start searching

ago to ascertain whether he had
made any such statements,”
Muttiah said.

"He totally denied having
made the remarks."

Dev hit back after the team
arrived in Brisbane insisting he
was optimistic about the
chances of his side.

"I have a lot of confidence in
my team." Dev said.

"I don't think (Lele) can say
that but, if he has, that's his
opinion and we can’t change
anybody's opinion. '

"l have a team that has a tal-
ent and we can only talk about
it at the end of the series.”

India were thrashed 4-Q on
their last tour of Australia in
1992 and are under no illusions
as to how difficult the job will
be this time after Australia’s
remarkable win in this week's
second Test with Pakistan.

In the interview, Lele repo

=]

g
criticised the national

"All that these guys want to

do is model and make money.”
hfwas%mtedassa ing.

"We have no problem with

are given meal and

Jadeja goes
to S Africa

MUMBAI., Nov 24: Middle

order batsman Ajay Jadeja left
for South Africa to get his in-
jured
Johannesbu

right shoulder treated by
rg-based specialist
Dr Mark Ferguson early today,
reports PTI.

The Haryana star has a rota-
tor cuff tear in his right shoul-
der which would take at least
three to four weeks to heal.

He is expected to be fit for the

tri-nation one-day cricket
tournament involving
Australia and Pakistan to be
held from January 9 to 30 in
Australia.

India,

“team

Indians in Australia

for invitations to dinner so that
they can save that money. "I
mean, you are getting this
mune[y. come on use it and don't
live like beggars.” Lele said
Sachin Tendulkar's team would
be decimated by the Aus-
tralians.

"We will be wiped out 3-0.
You watch, they {Australians)
will win all three games. India
doesn’'t stand a chance,

“The wickets there will not
help the Indians at all. There is
so much bounce,” he said. Lele,
who sits in selection committee
meetings as the convenor, but
does not have a vote. said the
lacked quality fast
bowlers.

"Javagal Srinath? There are
20 Srinths out there. He was a
complete failure at the World
Cup,” he said.

Lele said the Indian team
lacked fitness and accused team
officials of hiding the players'
injuries.

“The players are fit, but they
are not match fit. They don't
have it in them to stay for six
hours. Team physios do not
have the guts to say a player is
unfit, because they are so
friendly with them, they forget
their jobs.”

Lele said Kapil had "lied 200
per cent” when he claimed that
the Board president's permis-
sion was taken to call up

arkar for net practice before
the third Test against New
Zealand last month,

"The board president con-
firmed he did not give any per-
mission. Kapil was lying 200
per cent,” Lele said.

Asked why Azharuddin, a
veteran of 98 was not con-
sidered for selection after being
sacked as captain after the
‘World Cup, Lele said:

"You have heard the selec-
tors say that they are not even
considering him anymore. That
should be a signal for him (to*
retire),

“If he retires, then we will

give him a very warm welcome.”

CWAB-BCB ||

tug of war

over

Sports Reporter

The Cricketers’ Welfare As-
sociation of Bangladesh (CWAB)
withdrew their guns last Tues-
day (Shab-e-Barat night) and -
have agreed to join all playing
activities, including the ongo-
ing National League, with im-
mediate effect.

The nearly two-week old
‘huff and pufff came to an end
with the release of a joint
statement signed by the BCB
ﬁinl secretary Mahmud Ul

aque and the CWAB organis-
ing secretary Naimur Rahman.

“The cricketers, responding
to an appeal from the president
of the Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and for the greater
interest ol the game have de-
cided to take part in the Na-
tional League”, said the joint
statement. which came after the
successful meeting of the CWAB
with Saber.

“Terming the CWAB decision
as pragmatic. the BCB president
said that it would help the

ess of the game”, added the
joint declaration.

Regarding the CWAB's de-
mand for an early transfer
Saber said: "The players deci-
sion to join the National League
will ensure a congenial atmo-
sphere and help to reach a fea-
sible solution”, :

The CWAB said that they
have decided to participate in
the National League in the light
that the Board president would
solve their problems with the
help of concerned authorities as
a soon as possible,

- Shafiullah shines
Outright victory
- for Sylhet

Sports Reporter

An all-round performance
Irom Pakistani Shafiullah
Magsi guided Sylhet to a com-
prehensive five-wicket win over
Rajshahi in their three-day Na-
tional Cricket League clash,
which ended at the Rajshahi
Stadium on Tuesday.

Chasing only 107 in the
fourth innings, Shafiullah, the
right-handed batsman, who

scored »7P iy the first ignings .| 4420, the op : ch. byt
and .tu_ri our l{wh:: LS 15*%!; Tﬁi-hitlva 3‘:}1'1&&%1' 'u*n :
each " innings, -contributed 30 | “round in theif next two encoun- -

runs as Sylhet reached heme in
25.2 overs with five wickets to

spare.
This was the first outright in
the [first National Cricket

League Six matches have been
played so far.

Shafiullah = apart, Rana
chipped in with 25 while Mowla
added 13 runs to the winners'
credit.

Earlier in the moming, Ra-
jshahi, who began the day with
their overnight total of 41 for
three in the seeond innings.
were all out for 142 in the face
of some tight bowling from
Shafiullah. |

The Pakistani, who captured
four wickets in the first innings
for 34 runs, continued with his
superb form and another
four wickets conceding 36 runs
in the second innings.

Shafiullah was ably helped
by Sylhet's new-ball bowler
Taposh and Rana Miah, who
evenly shared four wickets.

For his magnificent perfor-
mance, Shafiullah was ad-
judged the man-of-the-match.

- second decade in

SCOREBOARD | l

Scoreboard on the final da
of the three-day Nationa
Cricket League match between
Sylhet and Rajshahi at the
Rajshahi Stadium on Tuesday:

RAJSHAHI: First innings
160 in 80.4. overs (Suja 41,
Rashed 37, Shafiullah 4 /34).

SYLHET: First innings 196
for 9 in 100 overs (Shaliullah
70, Rana 30, Saeed 2/32, Tarek
2/48|,

RAJSHAHI: Second innin
[overnight 41 for 3 in 17 overs).

Rashed ¢ Rana b Shafiullah 13
Bablu run out .
Suja b Taposh 11
Tomal b Shafiullah 2
Muktar ¢ sub b Mistu 23
Tarek b Shafiullah 14
Karim lbw b Rana 30
Etee ¢ Hadi b Rana 4
Saeed b Taposh 10
Bidyut ¢ sub b Shafiullah 5
Sumon not out D
Extras: (b-7, 1b-12,. nb-4): 23
Total: [All out in 50.2 overs) 142

Fall of wkts: 1-5; 2-35; 3-35;
4-43; 5-71: 6-114; 7-122; 8-128;

9-142,
Bowler: O M RW
Taposh 112 2 2 2
Tanhar 6 0 2 0
Shafiullah 18 8 31 4
Mistu Das 7 I 3B 1
Rana * 8 3 14 2
SYLHET: Second innings
Hadi Ibw b Saeed 3
Paplu st Tomal b Tarek 6
Mowla st Tomal b Tarek 13
Rana |lbw b Tarek 25
Shafiullah Ibw b Tarek 30
Alok not out 12
Rupak not out 17

Extras: (b-6, 1b-4, nb-1) 11
Total: [For 5 wkts in 55.2 overs) 107

Fall of wickets: 1-13; 2-13: 3-
31; 4-75; 5-96.

O
17
2
20
3
8.2
2

2

ﬂﬂummumg

Result: Sylhet won
wickets.

Man-of-the-match:
Shafiullah Magsi.

South Korea's Yeo

Bangladesh mauled

Bangladesh ended
their first round
campaign of the
5th Asia Cup
Hockey Champi-
onship on a sour
note when the suffered a 0-6
deleat against former World
Champions Pakistan in the
Malaysian capital of Kuala
Lumpur on Tuesday.

Although a defeat for
Bangladesh was always on the
card in a clash of unequal op-
ponents. Pakistan made a
mockery of a contest when they
took an unassailable 4-0 lead at
the breather. It was also the
heaviest defeat for Bangladesh
in the championship. They lost
lo defendingpchampions Korea

ters against China and S5ri
Lanka.

Bangladesh hold China 1-1
in the second match before

-

Sports Reporter

steamrollering Sri Lanka 7-1 in
the penultimate group league
match.

With Tuesday's defeat
Bangladesh finished third In
the Group with four points
ahead ho China by virtue of bet-
ter goal difference. They will
now take on Hong Kong in the
position-deciding match to-
morrow.

The four-time winr.er of this
tournament had micrely to play
at half pace to dispose of
Bangladesh who even when for-
tuitous chance offered a goal
scoring opportunity, could not
muster the sharpness to finish
it.

One came as early as the sec-
okl minute ".Eh!gn [n:;ward Ishi-
tiaque Ahmed forced a penalty
t&?*l’ éﬂ:‘]_‘ﬁ E"Et- :-ahptpfmm '::1
was casilylsaved. ¥
. Fortunes weie to (Um ma-
Lgn rather swiltly and cruelly
for Ishitiaque just four minutes
later when he gifted opposing

;

, | evade two Pakistani defenders during their Asia
Cup men’s field hockey championship meeting in Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

—AFP photo

forward Arif Mohamad with a
ass in his own circle for the
atter to stroke in for Pakistan's
first goal.

As Pakistan's forwards en-
gaged in some tepid sparring at
the Bangladeshi defence, it was
left to their penalty corner spe-
cialist Sohail Abbas to step up
Lthe ante with two conversions
with his trademark flicks in
the 13th and 25th miputes.

Nadeem Mohamed (28th),
Arif Mohamad (50th) and again
Sohail (63rd) went on to com-
plete the formality of a Pak-
istani win.

AFP adds, cham-
F!nns South Korea continued to

oster the impression of hold-
ing something in reserve when
chalking up a 6-1 win over
China In a Group A match on
Tuesday.

Korea led 3-1 at halftime.

Earlier victories over feeble
Bangladesh (5-0) and inept Sri

See page 15

More o

NEW DELHI, Nov
24 [AFP): Sachin
Tendulkar left for
Australia on
Tuesday to na

international cricket that
romises bigger feats from the
ittle master than the first one,

Tendulkar leads India on the
tough 74-day tour, which in-
cludes three Tests a st Steve
Waugh's men and a triangular
one-day series also featuring
Pakistan. _

The Indian. captain, who
turns 27 next April, is widely
regarded as the most likely
candidate to shatter all batting
records — except, ‘i:erhaps
Australian legen Don
Bradman's awesome average of
99.6

With 21 Test and 24 one-day
centuries under his belt,
Tendulkar may already have
done eno in the last 10
to be rated as one of the game's
all-time greats.

But he is hungry for more

Sachin

alter surpassing two psycholog-
ical barriers — a Test double-
century and a one-day personal
best of 186 — over the last three
weeks.

"l would have regretted not
have attained the 200, but at no
staﬁ: did I lose sleep over jt."
said Tendulkar. who ﬂii the in-
ternational scene on November
15, 1989 in Pakistan. _

"l will be happy to win a
game for India than create some
r?&':m:d and end up on the losing
side.

Tendulkar's lone obstacle
over the last decade was not the
rival bo but a trgublesome
back which forced him to miss
a few one-day tournaments this
year.

Luckily for him — and India
— the problem was minor and
he was at his best in the recent
home series against New
Zealand where he %re]tad a cen-
tury and a double in the Test se-
ries and a personal best in the
one-dayers, :

The wupcoming battles

Bangladesh furwar& Mizanur Rahman (L) and Emirates’

e -

Mohamed Ali Ahmed fight for possession during their
Asian Cup encounter at Al Ain on November 23.

—AFP photo

‘through

O Come

against Shane Warne and com-
pany should be a treat for
Australian fans, who were
drawn to Tendulkar when he
toured there as a 18-year-old
during the 1991-92 season.
Tendulkar smashed an un-
?fatcll 148 in Warne's debut
est at. Sydney, before signin
off with a tIT:.t:";'illiatﬂmt “%n 1:%
India’s 272 on the fastest wicket
in the world at Perth.
Tendulkar was again in
spectacular form when
Australia toured India early
last year, scoring his maiden
first-class 200 in a side match
al Bombay. followed by two cen-
turies in the Test series.
Australia's misery continued
on the subsequent one-day
tournament in Sharjah where
Tendulkar hit two back-to-back
hundreds to win India the title.
Tendulkar goes to Australia
with an impressive tally of
See page 15

Asian Cup qualifying

Booters
beaten 0-3

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh stumbled to
their second consecutive defeat
in the 12th Asian Cup qualify-
ing round when hosts United
Arab Emirates (UAE) blanked
t&h;m 3-0 at Abu Dhabi on Tues-

y.
Bangladesh, who were
thrashed by Uzbekistan 6-0 in
the o ng Group Three mat: h
on November 21, however
showed some sort of resilience
in their second encounter de-
spite conceding the,

According to a faxed mas-
sage received here }resterdaf,
Bangladesh played extremely
well in the second half after the
hosts took a 2-0 lead at Lhe
breather.

Buoyed by the presence of
around two thousand
Bangladeshi expatriates in the
desert kingdom, Bangladesh
came close to scoring on a num-
ber of occasions in the second .
session. But striker Alfaz
spoiled two easy chances,
shooting the ball wide off the
mark. Besides, Tipu falled to
head the ball home from a hand .
shaking distance, eventually
letting the more colorful hosts
off the hook.

Abdur Rahim scored the first
goal for UAE in the fourth
minute lobbing the ball home

over an out of position

Bangladesh custodian g.lploh
Biplob was also res ble

for the second goal in 17th

minute. UAE sealed the fate of
the match when Fuad ham-
mered the third from a goal
mouth scramble midway
the second half.

adesh will take on Sri
Lanka in their third group
league match today.



