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Countrywide
hartal
today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has called for a coun-
trywide dawn-to-dusk hartal
today to press home its one-
point demand and early na-
tional election.

The hartal was called on
November 16. Sources said the
alliance may announce fresh
anti-government programmes
from today's hartal.

Today’s hartal is the sixth in
25 days of this month. Earlier,
hartals were observed on
Novemnber 1, 7, 8, 9 and 16.

In support of today's shut -
down, the BNP, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Oikya Jote held separate rallies
and brought out processions in
the capital yesterday evening,

Some other political parties
i.e. Jagpa, Democratic League,
Progressive Nationalist Party
and Nationalist Democratic
Alliance, who extended their |
summrt to the hartal call, also
held rallies and brought out
processions in the ;

Main opposition BNP
brought out torch processions
from 11 places — New Market,
Khilgaon Chowrashta, Mo-
hakhali, Badda, Farmgate, Mo-
hammadpur, Kafrul Bus Stand,
Mirpur Town Hall, Pallabi,
Shyampur, Uttara and Ram-

e See Page 12 Col 4

No further
hartal

this month
By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the opposition
Liaison Committee last night
discussed the preparation of the
much-talked about summit of
four party chiefs and fresh agi-
tation programmes.

Held at Jamaat-e-Islami
central office with secretary
general. Matiur Rahman Nizami
in the chair, the two-hour meet-
ing had an elaborate discussion
on fresh programmes and the
planned meeting.

The committee members
“s@id...thal . ithe _mesling:..
“unanimously” decided not to
call anymore hartal this
month, but that there will be
hartals in the first week of De-
cember.

They also said that the
planned summit meeting of

Seée Page 12 Col 8

Hartal: Only 15
working days
this menth

By Special Correspondent

Another Opposition-called
hartal today coming in the
wake of a public holiday yester-
day and preceding the two-day
weekend nning tomorrow
left has its impact on the city
life. Business activities slowed
yesterday and the usual traffic
cll:aaus on the streets was not
there. -

Six hartals including the
one today, Shab-e-Barat holi-
day yesterday and the eight

y holidays leave the total
working days this month to
only 15.

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance called Ii'mrlzi.lsl on
November 1.7, 8, 9, 16 followed
by today’s one.

Taking advantage of the
m I'ﬂll gy Iﬂbﬂr of
» & large n

le Ieﬁthtcltyfurthﬁrvﬂ-
age homes. The exodus
Tuesday evening leaving the
bus. and launch terminals and
railway station crowded.

Thsoe who could afford flew
to their favourite destinations
abroad such as Bangkok,
Singapore, Kathmandu,
Calcutta and Dubai.

— Inside Today
Article
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Awami League
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Poet
country’'s most
woman of the age, was laid to
eternal rest at Azimpur grave-
yard with state honour at about

Begum Sufia Kamal, the
celebrated

5p.m, terday.
Buglers from the s East
Bengal Regiment played the last

post when the body, draped in
national colours, was laid in
the grave. Thousands of people
stood in solemn silence praying
and paying their last respects to
one of Bangladesh's most
beloved and revered women.

A resplendent army jeep
carried the flower-bedecked
body in a ceremonial motorcade
to the site of her eternal rest at
Azimpur graveyard where she
was laid beside the grave of
Language Movement martyr

Abul Barkat.

Poet Sufia Kamal is the first
Bengali woman buried with
state honour. -

She died at the Intensive

Lt |

Care Unit of Bangabandhu -

Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
sity Hospital (BSMMUH) Satur-
day morning at the age of B8,
Hospitalised on Thursday for
renal failure, she had been suf-
fering from old age complica-
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stately burial
Sufia Kamal

By Staff Correspondent

tions. .

The body was taken to the
Azimpur graveyard after her
last namaj-e-janaza at the Na-
tional Eidgah Maidan after Asr
prayers. which were attended by
thousands of people.

A military carriage took the
coffin to the Bangla Academy
from her residence Shanjer
Maya at Dhanmondi by officers
of the East Bengal Regiment.

The body was also taken to
Mahila Parishad office at Baily
Road and kept there for some
time. She had served as the or-
ﬁ%satiun's president since

The military motorcade
then took the body to the cen-
tral Shaheed Minar. People
from all walks of life and nftf -
ferent age thronged the Minar
to pay their last respects. Prime

Mnister Sheikh Hasina was
ere and placed wreath on the

“eoffin. The Frime Minister

stood in solemn silence for
sometime. She then offered
munajat for the peace of the de-
parted soul.

Military secretaries placed
wreaths on behalf of President

Shahabuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the grave immediately after
the burial,

Politicians, ministers. aca-
demics, eminent citizens, cul-
tural activists, journalists, of-
ficials and hundreds of admir-
ers joined the namaj-e-janaza.

Those who attended the
janaza and rituals at the grave-
yard included Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad. Mayor of

Dhaka Mohammad Hanif, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan, Prime Minister's
Political Advisor Dr. S.A.
Malek, Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal President and Livestock
Minister ASM Abdur Rab,
Works Minister Mosharraf
Hossain, State Minister for In-
formation Abu Sayeed, State
Minister for Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya and
State Minister for Cultural Af-

fairs Obaidul Quader.

A 100]1-member National
Commitiee headed by Prof
Kabir Choudhury will hold a
condolence meeting at Central
Shaheed Minar in the city to-
morrow at 3 p.m. =

Property dispute claims

three of a family

Three members of a family,
including two women, were
stabbed to death inside a flat at
Azimpur Road under Lalbagh
thana in the city in the early
hours of Monday.

The dead were identified as
Sajedunnisa, 57, wife of late

il = ay-x- i

E]_]m_ 4, and B SO
. 20, all residents of
C Azimpur Road.

Lalbagh police recovered the
partially decomposed bodies
with marks of stab injuries at
about 10 pm , Tuesday. after
b open the entrance that
was locked from outside since
Monday mnmirég.

Relatives and neighbours of
the dead informed police when
Lheiy smelt a strong odour being
emitted from the ground floor
flat Tuesday evening.

Police were suspecting that
the three were murdered in the
early hours of Monday, follow-
ing a dispute with their rela-
tives over ed property.

Lalbagh police were interro-

gating four persons, including a
woman. in connection with the

By Staff Correspondent

triple murder. They were identi-
fied as -- Obaidul Akbar |,
Ahmed Hossain, Shafiqul
Islam and Sufia -- nephews and
the niece of Sa{edunrﬂsa.
Lalbagh police did not offi-

“cially arrest the four till the fil-

of this report®£The investi-

ing

-

.. B hpe .1 'h"' "" F
for the alleged killers till
filing of this report late last
night.

Igbal Bahar, the ADC of
DMP, Southern Zone, told The
Daily Star that police were in-
terrogating them as suspects. "
If necessary we will arrest
them”, said Iqbal Bahar.

Another senior police offi-
cial said that their investiga-
tion so far had revealed that

there were as many as ten mur-

ders. The three victims were

gagged with pillows and mat-
tresses and were eventually
stabbed indiscriminately, he
said.

According to sources,
Sajedunnisa, mother of five
daughters and three sons, had
been residing with Sabiha and

Swapon at the ground floor flat
of her three -storied building on
1/1/C Azimpur Road,

Her four other daughters
wergﬂdmarried. hgge ot who
resi at a neighbou house
of her mother's. 'I‘w::nnuguns of
Sajedunnisa are away in a mid-

dle-e : u s

p ﬁ}lﬁﬁsaﬁy two sisters
nd r families dlso reside at
a nearby plot attached to her
building. Sajedunnisa and her
family's relationship with her
nephews and niece had deterio-
rated ever since the construc-
tion work on the first and the
second floor of her building
started about two years ago.

At that timne her relatives ac-
cused Sajedunnisa of cut oft
their supply of light and air by
constructing the first and see-
ond floor of the building.

The dispute revived after two
months, when Ahmed Hossain,

a nephew of Sajedunnisa, re-
turned home from Saudi
Arabia. Ahmed Hossain and
other relatives often indulged
in altercation with members of

See Page 12 Col 8
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Relatives wail as three of a family were murdered at Lalbagh yesterday.
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The coffin of the late Poet Begum Sufia Kamal on

yesterday,

Babu's petition
dismissed

By Staft Correspondent

The High Court on Tuesday
dismissed a petition by

Babu seeking revision of an or-
der by the District Judge's
Court, Dhaka, staying an ad-in-
terim injunction by The Fourth
Assistant Judge's Court on
September 16.

The injunction was given
after Babu and four others
prayed for restraining Zafar
Chowdhury and four others
from continuing-to hold office

United Commercial Bank Ltd
(UCBL). -

The District Judge's Court
stayed the injunction followin
prayer from Zaffar Ahme
Chowdhury and others.

Babu later went to the Hi
Court seeking revision of the
District Court's order. After
hearing both the sides, the HC
fixed October 3 for next hearing
and stayed the order. It also di-
rected the parties to maintain
status quo.

The hearing date was re-
fixed as the HC was on vacation.

The hearing started earl
this week and a Division Benc
of the HC comprising Justice
Mozzammel Huq and Justice
Abdur Rashid dismissed Babu's

~ petition on Tuesday.

On August 26 this year, some

50 armed men allegedly backed
by police stormed into the

. board room of UCBL during a
| meeting and forced some bank

directors to resign.

The ousted directors later al-

| leged that Awami League leader

Babu led the armed men and

3 chargesheeted
in Mammi
Murder Case

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 24:

| Police today submitted charge

| §
 Monwara Begum and sister

sheet in the sensational
Mammi Murder Case to the
courl. reports UNB.

In the charge sheet, names of
Abul Kalam Azad (Ripon),
Mammi's husband. his mother

Rokhsana Yasmin (Runa) were
included as accused.

However, names of Ripon's
father and two brothers were
dropped from the charge sheet

i due to lack of sufficient evi-

dences.

Names of 34 people have
been included in the charge
sheet as witnesses.

Mahmuda Sultana Mammi
was allegedly strangled by her
husband at her in-laws house

on October 30.

L. | Azan | Jamaat |
Joh :, 1245 | 115 |
ohr .
LASK 342 400
fruunﬂ.b 4 520 | 525 |
LEsha | 715 | 745

Source: Islamic Foundation

—

Tayebi murder: 8

chargesheeted

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 24: CID
submitted a chargesheet in the

sensational Jibran Tavebi
murder case to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's

(CMM] Court here yesterday.

The eel was su t-
led after a five-month investi-
gation.

Eight accused. including ‘the
mastermind’ Yasin Rahman
Titu, son of garments industri-
alist Khalilur Rahman. have
been charged with the murder
under Sections 302.109.120-
Kha and 34, the investigation
officer of CID ASP Abdul Kader

Khan told this correspondent
today.

Khan said that another sup-
lementary charge sheet would
submitted after arrest of four
others allegedly involved in the
murder.

He said in the charge sheet
filed yesterday. 60 people in-
cluding seven women were
shown as wilnesses. Of the eight
accused. six were arrested while
the alleged mastermind Yasin
Rahman Titu and
Alamgir who informed the
killers over a mobile phone af-

one Md

ter Jibran came out of his office:

in Agrabad commercial area,
are still at large, Khan said.
E:ccgtﬂthc main accused
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Murder, rape on increase

Criminals now use

high-tech devices

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Criminals now use hi-tech
devices and sophisticated
weapons which are far ad-
vanced than the resources
available with police, a high po-
lice pificial has said.

Organised 5 are using
cellular phones high speed ve-
hicles and different types of so-
phisticated firearms inclu
AK-47. It is difficult to tra
down them with shot s and

auto-tempos, he told Daily
Star yesterday.
As a rasuit. crimes are in-

creasing. The number of
mdafmmm;m-

der. rape. abduction for ran-
som, highway robbery and
smuggling marked a sharp rise
during January
year compared to the corre-
sponding period last year.
According to figur
from the home mini
of 3,219 people were killed dur-

Akhtheruzzaman Chowdhury

- as.chairman and directors of

, declared himself chairman of
the bank.

-October this

es available
. a total

ing the 10-month period this
year against 2,946 in the corre-
sponding period la;tdw

Rape cases st at 2,991
during this period compared to
last year's 2,.449.

Incidents of dacoity also

See Page 12 Col 1

board of a gun carriage arrives at the central Shaheed Minar

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

13th Amendment to Constitution

Writ challenging
provision for

caretaker govt

A writ petition seeking to
nullify the constitutional pro-
vision for caretaker govern-
ment was filed with the High

Court on Tuesday, re s UNB.

A lawyer of the Bangladesh
Supreme Court, M Saleem
Ullah, filed the writ challeng-
ing the Constitution 13t
Amendment terming the revi-
sion that stipulated the care -
taker government “ultra vires”.

Secretaries of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs and
of the Jatiya Sangsad and the
Chiefl® Election Commissioner
have been made respondents.

The writ was moved before a
division bench of the High
Court comprising Justice M
Fazlul Karim and Justice M
Abdul Wahab Miah by advocate
M I Faruqui, alunﬁ with peti -
tioner Saleem Ullah.

The court asked’ Deputy
Attorney General Obaidur
Rahman Mostafa to communi -

cate the Attorney General that
it would hear from him the gov-
ernment view about the case,
The DAG told the court that the

Attorney General-would be-ap-

« pearing not beforedanuary.

Later the court fixed January
25, 2000 for hearing from the
Altorney General on the ques-
tion of issuance of a rule.

Meantime, the secretaries of
Law and Jatiya Sangsad and the
Chief Election Commissioner
have been directed to file reply
over the writ before the hearing
date. |

The petitioner contended
that the 13th Amendment en-
abling a caretaker government
to hold parliament elections
within 90 days contravened the
Constitution as it does not
permit any unelected body to
run the country.

"Caretaker government ap-
pointed by the President and

SeePagechﬂE

O1l distributors,
tank lorry
Owners continue
strike 1n 16 dists

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Nov 24: Ra-

jshahi Division Oil Distributor

and Tank Lorry Owners' Asso-
ciation (RDODTLOA) observed
strike for the fifth consecutive
ga}r in 16 northern districts to-
Eiz’F’I‘hl: distributors and the
tank lorry_owners are not lift-
ing fuel oil from the Baghabari
oil depot since Saturday ¥sl to
press their three-point demand.

The demands include fixing

same oil price rate for all de-
pots, deployment of army and
BDR personnel at the abari
depot and 3lnpgag: of 'illegal’
activities of the Baghabari-
based tank lorry workers' asso-
ciations.

Meanwhile, sufferings of the

ple in the northern region
ave mounted because of

scarcity of fuel oils due to the
strike.

Sources said, 165 petrol
umps in the region have no
uel oils. They have hung sign-

boards inscribed with "no oil”.
But some unscrupulous traders

See Page 11 Col 3
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