DHAKA MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1999

Sharif's son
disappointed
at trial

NEW DELHI, Nov 21: Hasan
Sharif, son of deposed Pak-
istani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, yesterday said he had
no contact with his family for.
the past one month and ex-
pressed disapﬂuintmcnt over
the process ot his father's trial

on charges of tr=ason and kid-
napping. ris PTI,

opirg that Sharif does not
meet the same fate as that of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. who was
hanged during the military
regime of Gen. Zia-ul-Haq, the
Junior Sharif told Star News' in
a t:lcﬁhunlc talk from London
that he had reservations that
his father would get a fair trial
under the military regime led
by Chief Executive General Per-
vez Musharraf.

Asked about the mood in his
family, he said, I have no con-
tact whatsoever with my fam-
ily. I have tried contacting sev-
eral times but failed. They have
been kelat incommunicado
since the last one-month and 1
have no idea of their well being, |

Bayak reaffirms
.commitment

to peace

NEW YORK, Nov 21 : Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
reaffirmed his commitment to
peace, but also underscored his
concern about security issues in
a speech delivered before influ-
ential members of the US Jew-
ish community, reports AFP.

At a dinner Saturday spon-
sored by the Israel Policy Fo-
rum, Barak said that the peace
process was at "an extremely
critical point, in time,” and
called on the United States (o
continue playing its “crucial”
role in coaxing talks along.

Barak invoked the memory
of assassinated Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, vow-
ing to "finish the journey he
started toward security and

. peace.

Jyoti Basu still

considers BJP

uncivilised

NEW DELHI, Nov 21: West
Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti
.Basu yesterday said he still
considered BJP uncivilised and
barbaric. reports PTI.

Even now | say it (BJP) is un- .
civilised and barbaric, he said
at a press conference here when
asked if he still stuck to his re-
mark that the party was uncivi-
lized and barbaric.

Stating that his remarks
were not in reference to any in-
dividual, he said what do you
say if at the end of 20th century
you break up somebody else's.
prayer house — Babri Mosque. If

Ip«e:nple with same ideology and
close to you political kill

' Christians who are 2.5 per cent
of the population,

Basu recalled that when he
had asked Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee to tell him
what lanﬁ}lagc he should have
used, he (Vajpayeelkept quiet.

The veteran Marxist leader
said even now he considered it
uncivilised and barbaric as in a
civilised country such things do
not happen.

When Basu was reminded
that he had described union
Home Minister L K Advani as a
criminal, the chief minister
said the language was a little
different. '

Basu said when he had told
Advani that there was a crimi-
nal case against him (Advani),
the home minister had said yes.
but there is no ch :
Hmietb].-::en lf:lnid him how ean

a char, eet a
Home hﬂnfster,geg:su rmaagajﬂgat
the question-answer session
which he initially 'tried to avoid
saying what | say, the media re-
ports it differently.
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6 shot dead in Maluku:
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GROZNY, Russia, Nov 21 :
Russian military commanders
said today that the rebel
Chechen capital Grozny was 80
per cent surrounded, as
Chechen officials reported an
intense overnight mbard-
ment of the rebel republic, re-
ports AFP.

With federal government
units just two to three kilome-
tres from the western outskirts
of the city, Russian comman-
ders squeezed Grozny from the
north, west and east in a bid to.
cut off the last remaining escape
routes south. .

Moscow vowed no let up in
the 12th week of a campaign
launched to wipe out Islamic ex-
tremists and “terrorists”
blamed for two incursions in
southern Russia this summer
and a spate of bombings that
killed 292 people in September.,

Warplanes have blitzed
passes in the mountainous

south’in a bid to disrupt flows of

men. munitions and supplies
from neighbouring Georgia --
the only section of the Chechen
bnrlder not under Russian con-
trol.

Up to 6.000 fi
preparin
Grozny, the Russian military
.command in the North Cauca-
sus said. Interfax reported.

With the military campaign
gaining momentum daily, Rus-
sian premier Vladimir Putin
emphatically rejected fresh
Chechen calls for talks on find-
ing a political solution to the
worst conflict in Chechnya
since the 1994-98 war that left
Grozny with de facto indepen-
dence

ghters are

the defence of

"We will not let up in the.
slightest. We will continue as we

International

have done up until now," he said
on state-owned ORT television
Saturday after meeting Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin.

Putin, the former KGB-s
and hawkish architect of a mil-
itary campaign which has seen
his popularity with voters soar,
ruled out-talks with "terrorists.”

Federal infantry units are
now two-three kilometres (less
than two miles) from Zavodskoi
and three to four kilometres
from Andreyevskaya, on the
western edge of Grozny, ac-
cording to Chechen military of-
ficials.

Russian troops were also
within two km of the rebel re-
public's only international air-
port just north of Grozny,
Chechen military officials said,

Meanwhile, federal units
consolidated their hold on
Samashki.

Fighting in Lanka

Church demands withdrawal of
combatants after shelling kills 38

COLOMBO, Nov 21 : Sri
Lanka's Roman Catholic
church today demanded the
immediate withdrawal of

troops and Tamil Tiger rebels
from a sacred area in the is-
land's north after 38 refugees
wer= Kkilled in a shell attack, re-
ports AFP.

The Catholic Bishops' Con-
ference here in a statement said
the church at Madhu came un-
der artillery attack yesterday
night as some 300 government
troops moved in.

The defence ministry has
sald the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
carried out the attack that
damaged the Sacred Heart
chapel and the main shrine lo-
cated in the district of Mannar.

“The whole church of Man-
nar and of Sri Lanka are so sad
that this sacred place so dear to
the Catholics and to all the citi-
zens of this country had come
under such a desecration ncver
heard of in its 450 years of his-
tory.

| anea] to both the state
armed forces and the LTTE to

immediately withdraw from

the sacred area... leave Madhu

completely free for the pilgrims

to.visit the shrine without any
restriction for their spiritual
purposes,” ghon
Rayappu Jo said, :
ng‘e hasscgeen no immediate
reaction from the LTTE to the
attack on the church.
Meanwhile, Tamil Tiger
rebels shelled a Roman
Catholic church in northern
Sri Lanka, killing 38 civilians
including 13 children, as gov-
ernment forces retook the area,
the defence ministry said today.

The rebel Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) hit the
17th century Dutch colonial
church in Madhu as troops re-
gained lost territory further
north, defence ministry
spokesman Sunil Thennakoon
said.

“The terrorists probably ex-
pected us to be at the ch and
carried out the attack," Then-
nakoon said. "But they should
know that we do not enter the
sacred area.”

Two people were killed ear-
lier Saturday when the army

Mannar Bishop

B

‘Catholics but also

A file photo taken July 1999 shows Sri Lanka's highly
venerated 17th century Roman Catholic Church in the
north-western town of Madhu. The rebel Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) shelled the church yester-

day

killing 38 people and wounding 56 others as govern-

ment forces and Tamil Tiger rebels continue to fight for
control over the region.

Iranian security forces have shot dead 17 armed

traffickers, arrested 11 others and
hostages in two recent shootouts in northeastern Iran,
. Reuters reports
Eslami said revolutionary guards shot dead 10
and freed five Iranians they were holding

Afghan drug

released five Iranian
from Tehran.

3 Mushlim rebels killed in Ippines:

Al least three Muslim rebels have been killed and ofie wnunded'
with government troops

in the southern
Sunday, AFP reporls from

southern command spokesman Major Salih In-
the fighting occured Saturday in a village in
del Sur province. He said a group of

India launches ﬁ%m rockets: idi has

peak of the

den Elephant,” international
jury awards of the 11th

Indonesian troops

and wounded 20 others while trying
of Muslim-Christian violence in the
riot-torn eastern Indonesian province of Maluku,

police and

AFP from Jakarta.

of the Ambon capital,

irl in US school: 4
b:lnﬁuhntinﬂmhudme
er school in

town said. AFP reports from

Aracely Tena was taken by ambulance Friday about 160 km
from Deming to a hospital in El Paso, Texas, where she died
Saturday afternoon, the police said.

‘supporters of de

— AFP photo

approached the area and the
late night shelling raised the
day's death toll to a total of 40,

The church priest and a
spokesman for the Red Cross
said they could not be sure who
fired the shells.

Military officials said the
shelling appeared to be an at-
tempt to drive out soldiers who
took the Madhu area. The de-
fence ministry accused the
LTTE of violating the church's
sanctity,

Church administrator Fa-
ther A.P. Devasagayam said
there were some 3,000 people
sheltering there when the shells
hit. He said he was unable to say
who fired but added the army
had set up camp close to the
shrine.

"I can't say who did this."
Dévasagayam said when con-
tacted by telephone. The
Catholic church on previous oc-
casions urged government
troops to l-geetﬂ away from the
area because they feared a rebel
attack which hit the church.

“The firing went on for
hours. I don't know how many
shells fell here because we were
all inside,” Devasagayam said.
"The roof of the sacred heart
church is damaged. The convent
wal_s also hit. But the statue is
sale.”

The church's statute of Our
Lady of the Rosary at Madhu is
highly venerated. not only by
by followers
of other religions across this
majlnrit{ Buddhist country
statuc is belicved to have heal-

rs.

ng %e International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has
also urged both sides to s
civilians who have been shel-
tering at the church com d.
| spokesman Harsha Gu-
nawardena said a total of 37
clvilians were killed following
an exchange of fire between
troops and Tiger rebels but he
could not immediately confirm
who shelled the church.

"One shell has hit the cha
and two others fell in the
church compound,” Gunawar-
dena said. .

Church sources confirmzd
the LTTE took control of Madhu
on Thursday following an of-
fensive against government
forces, but after a counter offen-
sive overnight Saturday, the
military regained the territory.

Security forces first took
control of the region in March.
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_Bomb explosion in Lahore
Pro-Sharif group claims
responsibility

LAHORE, Nov 21: Militant
sed Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif claimed
responsibility Sunday for a
bomb explosion that killed six

people in Lahore. the capital of

eastern Punjab province. re-
ports AP.

On Ealurdaﬂr. a hpowﬂzful
bomb ripped through a con-
gested market in the old quarter
of Lahore, Sharif's hometown.
Two children were among the
dead. Another 18 people were
wounded, said police.

"The explosion was to
ﬁmﬁst ainst the hijacking of

awaz arifs government,"
said a statement by a group call-
ing itself the Al-Nawaz group.
The statement was faxed to
Pakistani newspapers. "We will
continue such activities till the

reinstatement of our leader's
government."

Sharif was overthrown by
the army in a bloodless coup on
October 12 and accused of hi-
jacking and treason, charges

that carry the death pé&nalty or
life in prison. . :
group, which

The Al-Nawaz

said it was com of Sharif
“loyalists” said its struggle is to
save the life of former prime
minister.

Sharif's party, the Pakistan
Muslim League, disowned the
Al-Nawaz group saying that the
party condemns terrorism.

"We have heard the name of
Al-Nawaz for the first time,”
Mehnaz Rafi, vice president of
Sharif's party told The Associ-

aterl Press.

Russian troops surround |, ..

Russian federal troops enter the Chechen vill
take more and more territory under

age

Grozny to tighten their grip on the Chechen capital.

China completes its

: of Samashki"Saturdaf. The federal troops
their control, marching to within two kilometers of

— AFP photo

first space mission

BEIJING, Nov 21 : China suc-
cessfully completed the first
test launch in its ambitious
manned space flight program
today as an unmanned space
vehicle returned to earth after
orbiting the planet 14 times, re-
ports AFP.

Named "Shenzhou” by Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin, the space
craft landed at 3:41 a.m. today
local time (1:41 am BST) after a
21-hour flight, the state news
agm_ﬁ; Xinhua reported.

e vehicle was launched
with the new generation,"Long
March 2-F" rocket at 6:30 a.m.
Saturday from the new Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre in
northwest China's Gansu
Province, China's third rocket
launch centre.

Ten minutes after takeoff,
the spaceship detached itself
from the launching vehicle and
entered a preset orbit, Xinhua
said.

The space craft orbited the
earth at an altitude of 300 km.
It was the first of "several” un-

|

. ried out before
“to place the first Chinese na-

A Chinese "Long March" rocket takes

manned test Hiéhls to be car-
hina attempts

tional in space, the semi-offi-
cial China News Service re-
ported.

Stite television reported the
eariy morning Saturday launch
after the space capsule safely re-
turned to =arth.

The three-stage space ciaft,
which was composed of a
prorulsien unit and an orbital
and re-entry vchicle. was moni-
tored by the Beijing-based
command centre and four sur-
vey ships located around the
globe.

In brief video foolage, the re-
ent caKsule: alppcari:d to re-
semble the Apollo series of cap-
sules launched by the National
Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) of the United
States in manned flights to the
moon in the late | s.

Three parachutes aided the
earth landing of the vehicle and
four retrorockets fired just be-

‘:E_.::_l:_-:'.'. A ;

fro
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off

the Jiuguan Satellite Launch Centre in

fore touch down in a computer
simulated landing also shown
by China Central Television.
No actual footage of the re-
turned spacecraft was seen on
state television although the

capsule was seen being prepared
for launch.

China's manned space pro- .

ram {s the third in the world,
ollowing manned space flights
by the former Soviet Union and
the US.

The short flight was "another
milestone in China's astronom-
ical history,” Xinhua said.

“The successful launching
and retrieval of the spaceship
marks the country's new major
breakthrough in manned space

Mlight technolo

In a series ﬁrfpurta on the
flight, Xinhua made it clear
that the program was aimed at
boosting national pride and
championing the leadership of

President Jiang Zemin and the
Communist Party, which is cel-
ebrating its 50th anniversary of
one-party rule this year.

northwest China's Gansu Province Saturday, carrying the country's first experimental
spacecraft. The spacecraft, named "Shenzhou" by President Jiang Zemin, is part of China's

manned space flight
in Inner Mongolia.

programme and has completed a short mission in space touching down

— AFP photo
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- 6 more killed
- 1n Bithar
NEW DELHI, Nov 21

Unidentified gunmen stormed a
village and massacred six more

- people in the lawless Indian

state of Bihar, the Press Trust of
India reported today, says AFP.

Four others were injured
when heavily-armed attackets
raided the village overnight
Saturday and openex! fire at res-
idents guarding their homes
and farms in the state's west
E;ﬁmpamn district, police

- The massacre came four
after Maoist guerrillas killed 12
people in a village in Palamu
district of Bihar.

They beheaded Ghafoor
Mian. a supporter of a rival
leftwing group, and 11 of his
mlr. including seven chil-

Bihar, which borders Nepal,
is reputedly India's most law

less state. Maoist guerrillas are
active in many parts of the

state.

‘Anwar Ibrahim
attends brother's
funeral under
armed guard

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 21:
Escorted by armed guards, a
:;;rfullrm;&nwar Ibrahim was

en from jail to a cemetery on
Sunda fnrj the funeral of his
eldest brother in a last-minute
concession that his wife labeled
a political ploy, s AP.

JMaélg.yalnn J.:;t orities had
reject repeat a S over
\the Past week by m and
family members fo let the for-
mer deputy prime minister visit
his ailing brother, Mohamad
Rani Ibrahim, 62, who died of
cancer on Saturday.

Under overcast skies, two-
dozen prison guards, some
armed with automatic rifles,
kept a tight guard around An-
war as some 100 political sup-
porters, family and friends jos-
tled to offer condolences.

Thai MPs rush to
get university
degrees

BANGKOK, Nov 21 : Thai MPs
are rushing back to school to
university degrees, fearing the
loss of their jobs under the
country’'s new constitution
which requires them to be grad-
rts sald today, re-

ports :

Some of the most recognis-
able faces in Thai politics are
signing up for courses. the
Bmm Post reported.

ol Thongthammachart,
dean of political science at
Bangkok's elite Chulalongkorn
University, praised the consti-
tutional clause, but issued a

stern wargng‘].ul MPs expecting
an easy ride,

Baby comes first

LONDON, Nov 21 : Britain's
Prime Minister and father-to-
be Tony Blair admitted his baby
was more important than win-
ning an election, in an inter-
view in tu-day';;gpbuﬂer news-
paper, reports ;

Blair, 46, talked of his shock
at learning that his wife Cherie

-- a top barrister -- was -
nant with their fourth child at
the of 45.

"It it's possible to be d ted
and shell-shocked at m?:"ﬁ:m
time, that is what | was because
it was not . not expected
at all,” said Blair, already fa-
ther to two sons and a daughter
aged 15, 14 and 11.

"It's lovely, but a little bit
unnerving at our age."

But Blair -- who has vowed to
take parental leave and do his
bit ch napPica and at feed
times -- added: "It is more Im-
portant than winning the last
election.”

Clinton urges world leaders to | Internet may force China
stand up against inequalities

FLORENCE, Italy, Nov 21 :
US President Bill Clinton yes-
terday called for a "uniflylng vi-
sion” among world leaders
faced with inequalities in spite
of economic prosperity, at the
opening of a summit on con-
cepts of modern socialism and
the "Third Way", reports AFP.
Clinton spoke to a select
group of centre-left leaders in-
cluding British Prime Minister
Tony Blair after a bomb scare
caused a security alert on the
lane that carried_him, his wife
illary and their daughter

Chelsea from Ath to Italy.
E‘?ﬁﬂ‘tﬂ Hnusectgﬁicla s 5};111

the alert was sounded 10 min-
utes aflter taking off from
Athens.
with Clinton on Air Force One
said they were asked to identgﬁ
their luggage and look throu

it for anything suspicious.

" said Clinton at the en

Reporters travelling

The plane arrived safely at
Pisa airport in Italy and the
Clintons went by helicopter to
Florence for the meeting of
leaders from Europe and the
Americas.

"The great challenge

| s of the
future need a unifyin

vision,"
, of a din-
ner on the eve of the leaders’
principal meeting Sunday.

Clinton said were prob-
lems but "no one has all the an-
swers” how to take up chal-
lenges to economic and social
policies,

He also stressed how difficult
it was to implement political
latforms on which political
eaders had been elected,
pointing to his own election in
1992 and the election two years
later of an adverse.Congress
dominated by the Republicans.

l

to open political door

WASHINGTON. Nov 21 : The
power of the Internet could be
the chink in the armor of Bei-
jLn]g's communist government's
political control of its people,
one top Chinese dissident said
yesterday, reports AFP.

Beijing, as part of the US-
China trade deal signed Monday
pavigﬁ the way for its entry into
the World Trade Organisation,
has stated it will open up its
telecommunications and
Internet markets to foreign in-
vestors.

The WTO deal, Richard Long
said, "opens a slight window
that can allow the free flow of
ideas across traditional borders
that are controlled by the gov-
crnment.

"Freedom of information
through Internet newsgroups
are a powerful tool for freedom
of speech in China," said Long.

Long was a member of the
student democracy movement
brutalised at Tiananmen
Square 10 years ago. He is now
based in Washington and runs
the Internet-based non-profit
company Chinese VIP Refer-
ence,

Through VIP he sends news
normally censored by Beijing to
China through the Internet.
"I'm reac about a million
people daily in Chinese on in-
dividual e-mail accounts all
across China.” he told AFP.

China's government so far
has made sure that n
were completely cut ofl. devel-
oping a strategy of hiring thou-
sands of people to search and
censure the Internet. he said.

“The only way lefl now” to
reach hpeuple inside China is
through the e-mai] system. -

:&nwar's wife kicks off

- campaign for polls

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 21 :
The wile of Malaysia's jailed ex-
deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim,
fresh from a sombre meeting
with her husband at his broth-
er's funeral. kicked off her elec-
tion campaign today with a
meet-the-people session in a
busy suburban hypermarket,
reports AFP. -

Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, a
mother of six and litical
novice who founded her Na-
tional Justice Fartly (Keadilan)
after her husband was jailed,
shook hands with curious
shoppers and introduced her
parliamentary and state as-
sembly candidates in the
November 29 polls.

Wan Azizah had met her

husband briefly Sunday morn-

ing at the funeral of Anwar's
brother Mohamad Rani
Ibrahim and visited him in
prison later.

Authorities, in what she
called an "11th hour” decision,
allowerd him to leave jail to at-
tend the service. The burial had
to be posiponed till he arrived.

an Azizah, dmrlblng her
husband as "sad and upset,” said
she did not know what

prompted the change of heart.

The opposition Mmuﬁ
Front alliance, whose candi-

' date for premier is Anwar, had

earlier attacked authorities

over the case, saying they re-
fused te let Anwar visit his

brother before he died Saturday | the old military
"When the junta took over in

of lung cancer at age 62.

Clinton regrets US support to
Greek junta during Cold War

ATHENS, Nov 21: A day after
violent anti-American protests,
US President Bill Clinton south
to heal old wounds Saturday by
acknowledging the United
States failed its "obligation to
support democracy” when it
backed Greek's harsh military
junta during the Cold War, re-
ports AP. .

The president's words came
as a concession to long-stand-
ing Greek sensitivities and to
tens of thousands of demon-
strators who take to the streets
each year on November 17 to
denounce the United State and
mark the anniversary of a
bloody crackdown against stu-
dent demonstrators in 1973 by
regime.

. support democracy.,

1967 here,” Clinton said, "the
United States allowed its inter-
ests in prosecuting the Cold War
to prevail over it interest, 1|
should say its obligation, to
ch was,
after all. the cause for which
was fought the Cold War. It is
h;llp-urtant that we acknowledge
that.” y i

His statement, in a s h to
business and community lead-
ers, t a burst of use,
US Ambassador Nicholas
Burns had apologised in 1998
for US support of the junta but
Clinton's words carried far
more weight.

Later Clinton flew to Flo-
rence, Italy. by way of Pisa, to
attend a dinner with five Euro-
pean leaders ahd Brazil's presi-

dent, Fernando Henrique Car-
doso. at Villa La Pietra. a 14th

century estate surrounded by

gardens, hills and olive groves. .

On the flight from Athens to
Pisa, Secret ce agent asked
all aboard Air Force One to
check their carry-on lu for
‘anything suspicious.
House spokesman Joe Lockhart
said the extra precaution was
taken in response to a security.
threat, which he would not de-
ﬂbﬂ. tﬁ Ezun;nr u?:ldal travel-

wi ton nothing
suspicious was found. '

Clinton said his remark
about the Greek junta was
rompted by thi about

S-Greek history "in both its |

painful and its proud aspects.” .

Saddam appoints
younger son to
head anti-Turkish

force

BEIRUT, Nov 21 : Iraqgi Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein has

named his younger son and se-
curity chief, Qussay, to head
army units tasked with facing
up to Turkish incursions in the

urdish-held north, an Arabic

newspaper said today, reports
AFP. .

*  The London-based Anh-?
Al-Awsat, quoting an Iraqi of-
ficial in transit in Amman,
said Saddam earlier this month

set up a special force lo counter

Ank;I:'a's cross-border ur?ern-

tions against Turkish K sep-
The size of the "Formidable

jponse” force was not dis-
closed.



