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Irreparable Loss

TERDAY, death overcame Sufia Kamal and

left the nation bereft of a rare individual whose

very presence, silent or vocal, had been a source

of inspiration in times of trouble. We are simply at

a loss of words to give an adequate expression to
tHe void her death has created in our hearts.

In her, we had a rare individual who had dedi-
cated her life and works to the cause of the down-
trodden; an unrelenting champion of democracy,
justice and secularism; and a voice that sang the
paean of humanity, of equality, of emancipation
from pride and prejudice. She was a poet in the true
sense of the word, incorruptible, indomitable and
indefatigable in her pursuit for greater goal of love
and welfare to fellow-beings. Above all, she was a
pristine spirit untainted, untarnished and un-
touched by the worldly vices of greed, hatred and
pettiness.

In our political and socio-cultural spheres, hers
had been a strong presence, scathing in attack
against any kind of repression or discrimination,
inspirational in mass movement for greater free-
dom, and ever vigilant to discern any degree of de-
viation in the liberation war values. As her views
and judgement on different social, cultural and po-
litical issues were forthright, so were they unbi-
ased and impartial and thereby revered and ac-
ceptable to people. :

Her courage and forthrightness won her friends
and made enemies too, the former heavily out-
numbering the latter. In her, the deprived and re-
pressed humanity found a guiding spirit steering
them through trials and tribulations.

Sufia Kamal was a soothing presence in hard-
ship, an inspiration in troubled times and the
mentor in moral crises. Her death would not
change that, for her pristine spirit would
burn bright forever in millions of minds in the
country.

Be Focused on Dialogue

WHATEVER kindles even a flicker of hope for a
dialogue between the government and the
opposition must be welcomed in a desperate
political situation like ours. However, this is not to
say that the basic pre-requisities for the talks to
get under way can either be scaled down or wished
away. These have to be fulfilled regardless of the
sense of desperation. It takes two not only to make
a dialogue but also to hold it in the very first place.
This is something we can only ignore if we choose
to be politically naive. '
The prime minister has decided to take advan-
tage of the opposition leader Begum Zia's likely
presence at the Armed Forces Day anniversary in
the cantonment today to invite her to talks. With-
out prejudice to what might happen to her pro-
Posed initiative hinging on the attendance of the
opposition leader at the cantonment function we
‘can say that this does not constitute a formal ap-
proach. In an earlier comment on the subject we
suggested that playing to the public with a dialogue
offer would harm the prospect for talks more than

when she was making offers for talks to the oppo-
sition through public meetings. Granted, a can-
tonment function is not a public meeting; never-
theless, verbal informality and criticai exposure
would be involved in the PM's overture at a gather-
ing of guests on the Armed Forces Day. If a dialogue
is to be held at all, then there ought not to be even
the slightest hint of point-scoring when mooting
the idea for it. Because that will be regarded as a
sign of insincerity even before the talks have be-
gun. A talks offer must be made in writing and, at
this stage, made with maximum discretion aimed
to engage the opposition rather than disenchant
them with any negative vibe. .

We wonder what keeps the prime minister from
inviting the opposition leader over tea in writing
to broach the matter of substantive talks to fol-
low at the inter-party level. Alternatively, the ini-
tiative could formally and meaningfully originate
at the general secretaries' level. If a formal, written
invitation is sent to Begum Zia, she would think
hard before turning it down. And if she did reject it,
the ruling party could at least claim to have done
its part.

cere and focused on the dialogue issue, our en-
treaties are with the opposition to seize the AL's of-
fer for talks 'on any agenda, at any time and at any

place.'
AIDS Drug in Sight?

WE are delighted to know that a Bangladeshi
scientist is leading a team of researchers in
Australia which has been able to develop a drug
that may provide a cure for the killer disease
AIDS. Prof Ahmed Abdullah Azad, Chief
Research Scientist, CSIRO Division of Molecular
Science, Melbourne has done us proud by his work
in a vital field of public health. The drug, which
has not yet been named though, will be put to a
clinical test for determining its full efficacy. If
experiments prove successful, the drug is expected
to be produced and marketed in about 10 years'
time. This will be a much cheaper drug than the
one being currently used for treatment of AIDS
which works on about half the patients with severe
side-effects.

The campaign against AIDS in our country has

statistics, authentic enough, about the number of
HIV carriers and that of actual AIDS patients
which can be relied upon. It will be foolish to be-
lieve that our religious or social taboos can suc-
cessfully work against the spread of AIDS in
Bangladesh when countries in the neighbourhood
seem afflicted by it. Apart from direct body contact
this disease can spread through the needles of the
syringes used in hundreds of thousands everyday.
Some recent newspaper reports said that used dis-
posable syringes were imported causing alarm to
health workers. So, it is basically a preventive
strategy that must be put in place to ward off the
l__pandemi{: scourge. |

keeping passive over it. We stressed this point -

While we urge the government to be serious, sin-

been in such a poor state that there are almost no

B

HILE on an evening
walk the other day, I
came across one Abdul

Halim (50) who was pulling his
rickshaw slowly along the calm
and quiet road inside Ja-
hangirnagar gniv:rsity (JU)
campus. He had no passenger at
the time I met him. Seemingly
not tired, but he carried the con-
cerns of an uncertain future
that dawned on his face. He
looked much older than his age.
It is said the of the poor ad-
vances ver(?r ast — lack of
roper food only makes it to
appen.

I went close to him to know
about his well-being. From the
noon to the dusk - I was told —
he earned only Tk 13. The clo-
sure of the university cost him
heavily he said. There are about
330 rickshaws inside JU cam-
pus and when the university
runs in full-swing — and its
campus full of teachers, stu-
dents and fanfares — a rick-
shawspuller earns on average
Tk 100/day. As the university is
closed now, the daily income of
330 rickshawpullers with 1,625
family members to feed, has
come drastically down to half
or less. The food security ques-
tion of these poor families is
thus entangled with the ques-
tion of whether JU is opeén or
closed. In other words, when the
university is closed sine die,
their fate — to say the least — is
also sealed sine die. Do we care
at all about them? .

The Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity — where | work — has been
closed sine die. About two
months back, the authority was
forced to close down the insti-
tution following indubitably
inflexible stances of a group of

RI Lanka is mostly in news
these days in the context of
the lingering civil war in
which the rebel Tamils have, of
late, made significant gains in
some areas against the
government troops. The ethnic
conflict shows no sign of a
decisive development since
successes in the battles swin
sides. Il it was a phase o
colossal losses, some time ago,
for the "Tamil Tigers™, the re-
cent spate of victory have cer-
tainly reversed the situation.
In the midst of this endless
internecine war, the issue that
draws the global attention in

the South Asian coun is the

coming presidential elections
next month, Sri Lanka has
presidential form of democracy
and its chief executive is the
president with nominal role for
the prime minister. Hence the
importance of the December 21
elections are easily under-
standable. The political history
of the country is sto . as vio-
lence characterises the basic
political milieu de

cratic flourishment. Tép politi-

ool leadérs Yave beent mtirdéréd®

in the country either by the pp-:
litical rivals or
insurgents. The rebels have
killed the last president Ranas-
inghe Premadasa, and also,
acted outside the country when
their suicide squads killed for-
mer Indian Prime Minister Ra-'
Jiv Gandhi in southern Indian
state of Tamil Nadu in 1990.

N November 4, the
Republican Presidential
front-runner Governor

George W. Bush of Texas was
asked by a Boston television re-
rter to name the leaders of
our of the world's hot spots
currently making news —
Chechnya. Taiwan, Pakistan
and India. Mr. Bush, "whose
alpha-male instincts clearly
made him consider throttling
the reporter,” failed to name
the Prime Minister of India,
military ruler of Pakistan, and
the democratically elected
President of Chechnya. He ven-
tured just one answer — "Lee" —
of Taiwan. (The Taiwanese
President's actual name is Lee
Teng-hui.) Good pguess
Governor Bush! This is tanta-
mount to offering "Ahmed" as a
B;?rtinn of the name of the
esident of Bangladesh, which
ha%)ens to be correct!
overnor Bush tried but
failed to recall the name of the
Indian Prime Minister Mr. Atal
Behari Vajpayee, and did not
even bother to try to name
President Aslan Maskhadov of
Chechnya. His biggest blunder,
however, occurred when he
tackled the leader of Pakistan.
Of General Pervez Musharraf.
whose name Governor Bush did
not recollect, Governor Bush
said: "he's just been elected —

spite deme- r=

by ‘the Tamil®~

. comment,.

" Restoring JU’s Tarnished Image

The students should seriously take note of what happens to rickshawpullers like Abdul Halim
whose food security is seriously at a stake, of about 1400 poor students who earn Huzir. expenses
from private tuitions and of few thousands whose parents can hardly bear additional
expenscs even for one month.

—

students to resist rise in devel-

opment fees. Once upon a time,
JU was well-known as a zero-
jam institution but now, al-
{egedly. the session jam rose to
its peak. Theé university has to
spend more than Tk 10 million
per month and more than
three-fourths of it underhead
salary and wages. On the other
hand, each of the students has
to spend on average Tk 2000 per
month from household kitty to
lead a life here. Therefore, an
increase in session jam not
only puts heavy pressure on
families with fixed earnings but
also costs the alma mater con-
siderably. So, the movement
that stood against the rise in
fees in practice resulted in the
rise of costs of education. In the
meantime, the authn::rrH?r
slashed down the asking rate o

fees to almost half and given
that fact one could hardly find

any justification of raising a
resistance and forcing upon the
authority a closure.

Any educational institution
is like a family and, admittedly,
a university is a bigger family. I
have two daughters whose
claims and counterclaims
sometimes tend to annoy me.
And enraged as | become, I
rebuke them, exchange hot
words. But when these tiny girls
stay away from home — say for
few days — 1 feel somethin
missing in my house. 1 fee
lonely in their absence. Inside
the campus, the same thing

tends to hagpen. We appear to
get irritated with students —
their demands, meetings, pro-
cessions etc. — but when they
vacate the campus — but it in
normal or due to abnormal sit-
uation — every teacher feels
lonely. We tend to feel some-
thing missing which should
have been here at that particu-
lar moment. The relationship
between teachers and students
Is as intense as the relationship
between the fish and the water.

forced upon by hartals. An
eight-hour long al costs Tk
300 crore/day depending upon
some siringent assumptions.
Twenty hartals like that could
rob the nation about four

cent of its annual GDP. So, the
economy and society bleed
enormously following hartals
but the government remains
where it is to be. May be, one
day there takes place a change
in government but the incum-
bent tends to face an astound-

Beneath the Surface |

by Abdul Bayes

So, no teacher worth the salt
(not only worth the name)
would like to see his campus
empty as no captain would

to see his ship in the dock. Even
then, universities have to be
closed sine die following unfor-
tunate incidents.

There is a saying: Penny-
wise found-foolish. We notice
acute implication of this adage
in our resistance movements.
For example, we continue to
call hartals to oust a govern-
ment although there is hardly
any instance where a govern-
ment had to quit power just

inﬁt}r high cost. The students of
JU who led the movement

ainst the newly imposed fees
should recalculate as to how
much they gained and how
much they lost.

Does it mean that there
should be no movement at all?
No, that's not the case 1 stand
for. There should be move-
ments, meetings and if situa-
tion so warrants a demand for
authorities' resignation too. But
there should be a rule for the

. There should be a limit to
he y unlimited fron-

tiers of their demands. Remem-

Ch

ber that when a referee aban-
dons a game due to unruly be-
haviour of players, none ap-
pears to gain — neither players
nor spectators in the gallery.
The recent sine die closure of
JU is a pointer to this effect.

But why do students sud-
denly roar and rise on their feet
to create a havoc? This is the
most important question to
ponder on especially by teach-
ers — myself and my learned
colleagues. If we fail to diagnose
the disease properly, we might
end up without solution — no
matter how valuable the
medicines are. The theory of
cumulative deprivation — if |
am allowed tnmlnitsn—su%i
ests that it does not spark o
rom any single event but cre-
ates sparks through some cu-
mulative negative attitude to
students. For example, there are
serious allegations that few of
the teachers do not take classes
and tutorials in due time and
some tend to submit examina-
tion scores after 6-7 months of
the examination. Once upon a
time, the allegation used to
come from three Ps — press,
parents and pupils. But now-a-
days, even tea community
is evaluating and examining
such sordid events in the aca-
demic councils. This is a good
sign. When we blame "a few stu-
dents” for creating troubles,
then why should we save "a few
teachers” who are contributing
to the session jam?

andrika’s Challenges

The polls are impartu;;t for President Chandrika Kuma?atungn for a vuri_é?y of reasons. In face of

an increasingly vociferous opposition and reverses suffe
Tigers,

red in recent days in the battles against
she has to demonstrate greater control over the situation.

President Premadasa was as-
sassinated in Colombo during a
rally for his unrelenting fight
against the separatists, while
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated
in a bomb blasts. It was because
of his support to the Sri Lankan
overnment in suppressing the
ighting of the Tamils. He had
sent Indian troops to the island
state at the request of the then
Lankan president Junius
Jayewar e and more than
1000 Indians soldiers died in
Sri Lanka fighting the "Tigers”
before New Delhi called off its
troops.

The threats from the Tamil
rebels, in the one hand, and the
increasing signs of violence be-
tween contending political par-
ties. on the other, are causing
concerns. Obviously, security
will be a big issue in the polls to
choose a new-presidents
the Tamils dre expected
no eflforts to target the pres
tial candidates of Wlic
cumbent Chandrlks
maratunga is certainly the
most prominent, .

Chandrika is seeking re-
election on the ticket of ruling
Peoples Alliance (PA) and her
main challenger is Ranil Wick-
remesinghe of the opposition
United National Party (UNP).

sthe*Tamil rebels §oan 1
| 'their actions a#re framg
dire conseq e

: u ae e
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There are many other candi-

dates in the fray and the race
for Presidency has got off on a
violent note. Gunmen opened
fire at the opposition office
shortly before a record of 13
candidates filed nominations
for the polls on November 16.
The attackers wounded three
activists of the UNP that ac-
cused the PA for the shooting.
While violence from the rival
political parties are a source of

tion and reverses suffered in re-
cent days in the battles against
the Tigers, she has to demon-
sitrate greater control over the
situation and give new confi-
dence to her people.

Chandrika took over the
presidency in 1994 and she did
not receive it on a platter. After
a stint in the Paris university,
she returned home with western
education and dynamic outlook
but showed little interest in po-

NI

normal concern, attacks fro
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urity has been tightened in
the island state manifold ahead
of the coming elections.

The polls are cruciall
portant for President Chan-
drika Kumaratu for a vari-
ety of reasons. In face of an in-
creasingly vociferous opposi-
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nated just four days before 10
annivers of the marriage,
and Chandrika blamed politi-
cal foes for the murder. Fearing
insecurity, she fled to Europe
with her two children. Four
years later, she returned to the

country in 1982 and took up the
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task of injecting new life into
her mother’'s political party --
Sri Lankan Freedom Party
which was in dire straits. She
was elected chief minister of the
western provincial council in

1993 and won the eral elec-
tions next year. er briefly
servi as the Prime Minister,

Chandrika was chosen as the
president of the country, Her
well-known mother -- and first
women prime minister of the
world -- Srimavo Bandernaike
was made the prime minister.
Chandrika ended 17 years of
uninterrupted rule by the
United National Party.

Chandrika's term has been
challenging. She has to live up
to expectations for the party

- that she is leading, since peo-

ple’'s hopes from it are enor-
mous because of the long rule by

“Tamil’ Elam" for'a separate
homeland for ari'estiffatéd
mi{lion ' ethnic . Tamils un-
doubtedly poses a problém of
severe ma%nitude. To find a set-
tlement ol this imbroglio is a
Herculean task for any Lankan
leader. Peace efforts floundered
and only alternative appears a
decisive military solution. But
neither side is in a position to
accomplish this task as both

Presidential Front-runner George
Bush Flunks the Political Quiz Test

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

If Governor Bush is elected President
perhaps be good news for the
and South Dakota, the virgins

of the United Stu:fen,

the wide latitude of Bush-speak will
"Oreganos" of Oregon, the cons of Connecticut, the dacoits of North
of Virginia and the fornicators of California!

not elected, this guy took over
office. It appear= this guy is go-
ing to bring stability to the

country and | think that's good

news for the subcontinent.”
Critics jumped all over
Governor Bush for the last
Democratic
Presidential front-runner Vice
President Al Gore blasted
Governor Bush for “endorsing”
Pakistan's coup. Wrote a reader
to The New York Times: "Any
possible appearance of en-
dorsement of the overthrow of
a democratically elected gov-
ernment, however flawed, by
someone aspiring to become the

"leader of the free world" is not
a good thing." The Times said in
its own editorial: "General

Musharraf's military coup is
far from unqualified good news
for the country's sh demo-
cratic traditions, especially
given his resistance to interna-
tional pressure to reschedule
elections."”

The sad truth is that most
Americans would not have
fared better than Governor
Bush. Because America is the
only super power of the world.

ericans are not as knowl-
edgeable about the rest of the
world, as the rest of the world is
about America. In the heydays
of the British Empire, Britons
were similarly ill informed.
Governor Bush, however, is no
ordinary American. If the
Presidential elections were

held today (they are scheduled
for November, 2000) he would
be elected President. He has to
be held to a higher standard.
critics emphasised. Quiz flunk-
ing only highlights Mr. Bush's
perceived weakness in grasping
international events and their
worldwide ramifications.
Bush's gaffe is reminiscent
of former Vice President Dan
Quayle's adventure with
spelling. On a visit to a New
Jersey school in 1992, the Vice
President asked a student to
spell "potato,” which the stu-
dent did correctly. Although in
possession of a cue card, inex-
Flicahly the Vice President
orced the reluctant. student to
add an additional "e" at the end,

Both sides of
the story

Sir, On the 10 h of Novem-
ber, just before the ten o'clock
news on BTV there was a pro-

amme that 1 had the oppor-
unity to watch. It depicted the
present political situation of the
country.

Among other things there
was an interview of an injured
individual who lay tremb on
a hospital bed and told about
his misfortunes that had
brought him there. He de-
scribed how activists of the op-

sition party had assaulted

im.

This went on as the camera
focused on the wounds on his
hands and legs. In the back-
ground, the narrator droned on
stating that the citizens of the
coun would never tolerate
such a ty towards the com-
mon people. Naturally the tele-
cast induced a feeling of
sympathy towards this person
and a feeling of hatred towards
those who had done this to him.

It was ironic. Weren't the
people compelled to tolerate
when the present ruling party
did the same when they were
the opposition? The truth is
that we have to endure this

hardship throughout our lives
as we have no power whatso-
ever to protest against what the
politicians do.

What could be a better ex-
ample than the fact that the
national media is being used
indiscriminately for the purpose
of telecasting documentaries
supporting the government's
stand in the recent clash? We
want to see the news - but it
has to be objective. It almost
seemed like some vested group
had deliberately framed conve-
nient questions and come up
with equally convenient an-
swers. And when they were sure
which way the interview was
guh;xg - they aired it.

e want to hear both sides
of the story. Let faimess prevail
in the country at all levels.

Adnan R. Amin
Dhaka

Governing Dhaka

metropolis

Sir, It is clear enough by
now, that the maintenance of
metropolitan Dhaka megapolis
Is independent of the political
loyalty of the elected mayor.
Siiccessive mayors cannot ex-

pect a political sohition to the

technical, administrative, and
management problems of this
huge city of ten million people.

he municipal system of
Dhaka City Corporation has to
be completely recast and mod-
ernised; and this new system
should not be run in the old
way. The government and the
donor agencies has been offer-
ing piecemeal, ad hoc solutions.
There is no master plan in vi-
sion or sight. How long would it
take to live in minimum com-
fort in Dhaka?

Modern technical manage-
ment cannot work efficiently
unless the human problems are
controlled; especially the strict
enforcement of regulations.

The social conditions have
to be controlled [without inter-
ference by political flies),
Unless the inputs are con-
trolled. proc would not be
efficient, and the output would
not be as calculated on paper.
Cities with as much population
and space are being run tolera-
bly well in other DCs and LDCs.

It is not clear how the politi-
cians in and out of power or

arliament can help Dhaka to
ook cleaner and less chaotic.
They are talking all the time

(for years), but their contribu-
tion is visible neither to the an-
alysts nor to the man-in-the-
street. Governing a large and
growing metropolis is a highly
technical operation. depending
wholly on coordinated team
work of the technocrats, with
logistic support from others at

various points of the flow chart.

Perhaps we are beating
around the bush. The continu-
ity in maintenance cannot be
ensured, for reasons best
known to the insiders and the
shady corridors of power. We
Bengalees have a weakness for
office-bearership, but once we
are in. nothing new happens
(the chew-cudding syndrome, as
identified by Nirad Chaudhuri).

The motivation focussed on
public interest is simply not
there. How many more semi-
nars are we going to have in this
cltly‘? The politicians live for
politics, but what is their stan-
dard of living, speaking from
the muni;ig point of view?
Throwing S Iusﬁarbageat
one another? flgs this is ex-
actly what is happening, believe
it or not!

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

altering the word to "potatoe."
Historically, Vice President's
are the butt of comedian's jokes.
Mr. Quayle, who was Hjevmi}(ierﬂl
danger of winn:EF a spellin

cgrll]igest. provided the comedians
with one month's worth of am-
munitions. To compound his
indiscretion, Mr. Quayle then

' criticised "Murphy Brown", a

fictional single women on the
television sitcom of the same

name. for having a baby out of
wedlock. In the inaugural
"Murphy Brown" episode of the
following year, which the Vice
President watched, other char-
acters consoled Murphy Brown:
"Don’'t be upset at the guy's
comment; he can't even spell
‘potato!™ It was impossible to
take the Vice President seri-

ously after that. To no one's

surprise, his attempt to seek the
Presidency of the United States
this year has fallen flat; Mr.
Quayle has withdrawn from the
race for the lack of interest in
his candidacy.

During the Presidential
campaign of 1988, the then Vice
President and Presidential
candidate George Bush, under
tough questioning from CBS
television's news anchor Dan
Rather lashed out at the re-

rter: "Would you like to be de-
ined by your walking out from
the anchor's chair when this
year's US Open tennis was eat-
ing into your network news
time?" Dan Rather calmly
replied. "Surely Mr. Vice
President your conduct merits
far greater scrutiny, because un-
like gnu. I am not running for
the President of the United
States.” It is better not to tango
with seasoned reporters. As a
young reporter at a CBS affili-
ate in Texas, Dan Rather, a
Texan like the Bushes, had
made a name for himself by be-
ing the first reporter to an-
nounce the shooting of
President Kennedy in 1963.
During the Watergate scandal,
miffed by Dan Rather’'s persis-
tent clu:stiuning. President
Nixon lost patience: "Are you
running for somethi Nixon
asked sarcastically. er the
ensuing laughter subsided, Dan

the. UNP..The intensity of the -
fg_ﬁ el

So, the majority is being
held ransom by the minority —
be it teachers or students. One of
our students came to me and
said. "Sir, _B_::au rmpegu the
university. majori not
| replied, "Where do the major-
ity go when we remain gheroed
in syndicate, dpass nights with-
out food and sleep?” He re-
mained silent.

The JU authority is planning
to reopen the university.
Everybody seems to come ba
to the green campus. But fears
still loom large: Will there be
movements again? Will the
syndicate be gheroed? Teachers
be teased? Transport blocked,
classes forcibly suspended?
While one cannot only live with
fears but should face fears, the
authority is determined to re-
open it. The students who
earned name and fame by rais-
ing resistance against rapists
and killers, seen to have lost a
part of their glory by the recent
movement. We do not they
would commit the same mis-
take again to see their beloved
institution insulated from the
rest of the world. They should
seriously take note of what
happens to rickshawpullers
like Abdul Halim whose food
security is seriously at a stake,
of about 1400 poor students who
earn their nses from pri-
vate tuitions and of few thou-
sands whose parents can hardly
bear additional ses even
for one month. Last but not the
least. should try to turn the
tarnished image of their cam-

pus. Let good senses dawn um
all — press, ts, pupils.’
also on us ﬁn are to teach and
administer.

are losing hundreds of men ev-
ery week. The latest spate of
success by the rebels puts the
government on the uphill task
in resto the confidence of
the armed and the people.
The Tamil Tigers overran sev-
eral military garrisons in one
of their major victories in the
protracted war for indepen-
dence

However. this in no way
takes them to a position of as-
cendancy and their goal re-
mains a long way off. President
Kumartunga also faces a de-
termined o ?siunn challenger
in Ranil Wickremesinghe, who
feels that he will win the De-
cember 21 presidential elec-
tions.

"On that day, take
this country to 21 " century
with new hopes for the le,”

he said after submitting his
nominations recently.

Equally confident is the in-
cumbent President who called
for peaceful the elections.
Chandrika exhibited determi-
nation and a reasonab
and pragmatic leadership dur-
ing the last five years. However,
these do not prove her worth to

" run the violence-torn nation to

much length. She has advan-
tages in many counts but chal-
lenges are immense as well. The
election next month is a big test
for her popularity and ability to
govern a relatively prosperous,
yet troubled country in South
Asia.

Rather coolly replied: "No Sir,
Mr, President. Are you?" That
evoked far greater laughter and

Nixon's red-faced embarrass-
ment.

Like father, like son. To pre-
vent the damage from spi-
ralling out of control, Governor
George Bush, the former
President's son, attempted to
turn the tables on Mr. Andy
Hiller, the television reporter.
"Can you name the fo min-
ister of Mexico?" asked Mr.
Bush, whose state borders
Mexico. Taking a page from
Dan  Rather, Andy Hiller
replied: "No sir, but I would say
that I'm not running for
President.”

The other day, an American
friend was lamenting his son's
lack of good grades at school.
"He is no Rhodes Scholar,” the
gentleman said. He should have
said, " he is no rocket scientist,"
because that is a profession
deemed beyond the reach of or-
dinary humans. Governor
George Bush is clearly no rocket
scientist. Neither was former
President Ronald Reagan, who
nevertheless turned out to be a
very effective President and is
credited with winning the Cold
War and destroying the Soviet
Empire. On the other hand, we
have a very smart man, a
Rhodes Scholar, William
Jefferson Clinton, in the White
House. And look how many
scandals he has brought on
himself and the nation over the
last two years!

Our part of the world had the
monopoly of electing leaders
who were sons, daughters or
wives of fallen male or female
leaders. The Bushes have come
closest to such a political dy-
nasty in America. Governors
George Bush of Texas and Jeb
Bush of Florida, both sons of
the former President, did not
come up through the ranks.
They are where they are, in
large measure because of the
name recognition of their dad,
who was immensely popular in
those two states. In fact, during
the two gubernatorial races,
some Texans and Floridans be-

lieved that they are actually
voting for the former President!

Irrepressible Governor
George Bush, who follows his
own unique brand of nomencla-
ture, recently referred to the

Greeks as "Grecians." and the
East Timorese as "East
Timorians." If Governor Bush

is elected President of the
United States, the wide latitude
of Bush-speak will perhaps be
ood news for the "Oreganos” of

regon, the cons of
Connecticut, the dacoits of
North and South Dakota. the
virgins of Virginia and the for-
nicators of Californial '



