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The poet’s

last wishes

Ordinary burial,
no stately rites

um Sufia Kamal will be
buried on Wednesday at
Azimpur Graveyard according
to her last wish, reports UNB.
Her family members said

she desired to avoid state hon-
our during her last riluals as
she lived like an ordinary per-
son and wanted to remain the
SAIME. !

She asked her family and
close associates not to buy any
piece of land for her grave and
opted for Azimpur Graveyard,

While paying respect lo the
late t at her Dhanmondi res-
idence, President Shahabuddin
Ahmed inquired about the place
of her burial. He offered Mirpur
Intellectuals Graveyard for her
eternal rest. Her family mem-

bers then informed him about,

her last desire.
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' ‘lady of light’ passes away

Thousands throng Shanjer Maya at Dhanmondi to pay last respects

By Staff Correspondent

Poet Begum Sufia Kamal has
passed away.

The end came at the age of 88
after a life lived with those who
fm::th for freedom, democracy
and human rights.

She died yesterda
of cardiac arrest at 8:55 am at
the Intensive Care Unit of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital
(BSMMUH).

"Our lady of light", as The
Daily Star called her while
awarding her the 1996 person of
the year, left. a nation grieving
with the President Shahabud-
din Ahmed leading the mourn-

ers.

"All her life, she led the
Muslim women to the path of.
pmgrgs?,“ saild the President in
a condolence message.

She was hospitalised on
Thursday for renal failure. She
was also suffering from old age
complications, hospital sources

morning

said.

She was removed to the ICU
on Friday at about 7pm as her
condition deteriorated. She was
under the supervision of two
senior doctors -- Dr K M Igbal
and Dr Harun-ur-Rashid.

She left behind three daugh-
ters and two sons. Her eldest
son Shahid Kamal, a journalist
and daughter Amena Kahar

Se< our Speclal Feature on Page §

were staying with her at her
Dhanmondi residence. Her el-
dest son Sajit Kamal will arrive
from US before her burial on
Wednesday. Yamily sources
said. Her two other daughters
are Sultana Kamal, a lawyer
and Syeda Kamal, an artist.

A pall of gloom descended on
the capital as the news of her
death spread.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina rushed to the BSMMUH
on hearing the sad news.
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ers watch parks vanish

n the verge of extinction

By Morshed Ali Khan
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The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has miserably tailed to
look after any of its 45 public
parks and open spaces in the
city though it spends Tk one
crore annually and has more
than 100 people for their main-
tenance.

Be it at Jatrabari, Bangsal,
Hazaribagh or Dhanmondi, the
DCC parks are either in a
ﬁitiably neglected condition, or

ave been ‘taken over’' by un-
scrupulous section of the people.

Others have been left to the
‘care of the street urchins’,

floating sex workers, drug ad-

dicts, fuel wood collectors. club
houses and offices of the politi-
cal parties. :

In many cases, DCC officials
have taken initiative to convert
comiluunity centres or
complexes comprising mosques
and shops. ¥

Al Shikkatuli in the old
town, the mavor himsel! has al-

——
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legedly turned a part of the local
children's park into his
“family car parking lot"! The
entire area is devoid of greene
and it displays lack of care an
maintenance. All the installa-
tions and equipment meant for
children to play have disap-
eared rather mysteriously
rom here.

At Mohammadpur, the fa-
mous Shaheed Park is on the
verge of extinction. Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif has allotted
almost half of the field for con-
struction of a mosque-cum-
shopping complex. It was after
reports appeared in The Daily
Star last year, that the Prime
Minister's office put an en-

bargo on the construction. But
most recently, "deals were made

SAE _,L{%B' rf the
work. Onl di’ﬁ‘eé?me is tim

is that the developers have

taken over about twenty feet of

additional land for the project
See Page 11 Col 7
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The body was brought to
‘Shajer Maya', the poet's
Dhanmondi residence [(House:
15) on Road 11 (new), at about 11
in the morning.

The President, Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia, minis-
ters, political leaders, journal-
ists, writers, cultural activists
and human rights activists paid
their last respects to the "beacon
of democracy” at the
Dhanmondi residence.

Streams of mourners in
their hundreds continued to
flock there till the body was
taken to BIRDEM hospital at
about 3pm after the first na-
mayf-e-janaja at the Dhanmandi
residence,;

A condolence book was
opened at the residence,

Several senior ministers ac-
companied the Prime Minister
to the hospital. !

A 1001-member National
Committee, with Prof Kabir

Choudhury as convenor, will
hold a condolence meeting at
the Central Shaheed Minar in
the city on November 26 at 3pm.

The lEM':-el:*ﬂ body will be kept
at BIRDEM mortuary till
Wednesday moming for arrival
of her son from US.

On that day, the will be
taken to Bangladesh Mabhila
Parishad office at 2pm and kept

T e sketchon peagd TT

there for half an hour.

Then the body will be taken
to Bangla Academy and kept
there for some time before tak-
ing it to the Central Shaheed
g'limu't wh:r:hilt will h-i: kept till

pm to enable people to

their last r::spectpe 5 i

Her namaj-e-janaza will be
held at the Jatiya Eidgah
Maidan after Maghreb p 5.
She will be buried at the Azim-
pur graveyard as per last wish,

See Page 12 Col 1
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The ‘never lose
hope’ woman is
no more!

By Staff Correspondent

In an interview with the
Editor of this daﬂg. ublished
on Janu 1, 1 Eé’. Begum
Sufia Kamal had r.-:xpressedg her
anxiety and disappointment
over the present situation, and

her faith in the younger genera-
tion. ’

She had also her
concern over the lack of respect
for women by men. .

She had also expressed her
worries about rising unem-
Flu:,rment and dependence on

oreign assistance. She en-
thused all never to lose hope.

Poet Sufia Kamal or 'Lady of
light', was named The Dail
Star Woman of the Year in 1

Begum Sufia Kamal, a dis-
tinguished cultural personality,
well known for her contribu-
tions for women's emancipa-
tion, was born on June 20. 1911
in Shaishabad, Barisal.

She started social work at

See Page 11 Col 8

Sharif pleads for ‘fair’ trial

KARACHI, Nov 20: Former
Pakistani rime minister
Nawaz Sharil and four others
jointly accysed in a murder
conspiracy case appeared before
a judicial magistrate here to-

day. witnesses said, report
agencies.

They were brought to the
court of magistrate Anwar Qazi

in armoured cars under strict
security to hear witness state-
ments recorded, police said,

Sharif ieadeﬁ'ur an "open,
free and fair trial —" accusing
the army, that overthrew him,
of "cooking up” the hijacking
accusation against him.

In a note to a lawyer of a
codefendant Sharif wrote:

"l only ask for an , free
and fair trial and their cooked'
up story will expose itself and
the world will judge the hol-
lowness of the accusation of
hijacking.”

Sharif wrote the note to
Mian Aftab Farrukh at a court
pearance to hear the testi-

e army has accused Sharif
and several others of hijacking
and treason, {wo charges that
carry the death penalty or life

ony of witn€ssés I the tase. -

in prison. The ex-premier also
faces accusations of conspiracy
to murder and physical endan-
germent, which carry lesser
prison terms.

On Friday a special anti-ter-
rorist court ordered Sharif to
remain in police custody until
charges are formally filed on
November 26.

The court appearance on
Saturday was attended by
Sharif and four codefendants to
hear the witnesses. They in-
cluded Wing Cummandc:ﬂ;‘aﬂq
Sheikh, who, provides securi
at the Karachi airport, as well
as Nadim Akbar. a control
tower official who was workin
on October 12 — the day Shari

allegedly refused permission

for a plane car
leader Gen Pervez
land in Karachi.

Sharif waved to journalists
and a small group of people
standing at a distance from the
magistrate's office, Police and
paramilllary rafngers kep! re-
porters away. from thcfﬁﬁed—
door proceedings and manhan-
dled the journalists.

The magistrate adjourned
the proceedings until Monday

ing army
usharraf to

after recording statements of
two officials from the civil avi-
ation department and Pakistan
International Airlines and a
senior police official. More
witnesses will appear at the
next hearing.

Lawyers of the accused cross-
examined the witnesses.

Witnesses said Sharif read
newspapers carrying his pic-
tures and reports on his first
appearance at a public tribunal
on Friday since his ouster by
army chilel General Pervez
Musharraf in a military coup
on October 12. .

He also talked to the other
accused.

A small group of supporters
in the vicinity of the magis-
trate’'s court shouted “"prime
minister, prime minister” as
Sharifl was taken back in an
armoured vehicle to an army
base after the hearing.

They carried Sharif's por-
traits and made victory signs.

"We Bgtiv come here (o (el
Sharif th! people are still with
him.” oné of the supporters
said.

Sharif's counsel, Igbal Radh,

See Page 12 Col 2

..LA,rmed Forces
.Day today

Armed Forces day will be ob-
served today, reports UNB,

On this day during the War of
Liberation in 1971, members of
Army, Navy and Air forces be-
gan a combined attack against

the Pakistani- occupation
forces. '
President Shahabuddin

Ahmed aind Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina gave separate
on the occasion.

The day's programme will
began with offering of munajat
(special prayers) after Fazr
prayers in all mosques at army

arrisons, naval ships and air
orce bases across the country.

President Shahabuddin,
also Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, will place
wreaths at Shikha Anirban
(Eternal Flame) in the mm'ning
to %ay homage to those who ha
embraced martyrdom in the

See Page 12 Col 6

Inside Today

Article
Restoring JU’s
Tarnished

Image

Column: Beneath the
Surface
by Abdul Bayes

Page 4
Business

Huge duty evasion
unearthed in Ctg

France faced with EC
sanctions on 3 fronts

DSE, CSE price quota-
tions
Pages 6,7 & 8

Supplement

Today's 20-page issue of
The Dhily Star contains a
4-page supplement on
‘Armed Forces Day’ on

pages 17 to 20

Praver Timings
November 21

P . Y | Jamaat
| Fajr 510 5-40
Johr 12.45 1.15
| AST 3-42 4-00
| Maghrib | 520 | 525
_Esha | 7-15 | 745

Source: Islamic Foundation

WTO agenda discussed

Dhaka should seek review of Uruguay
Round before another

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday unanimously agreed that
Bangladesh should oppose any
new round of trade negotiations
unless commitments made so
far by the WTO members in the
Uruguay Round Agreement and
the subsequent WTO ministe-
rial meetings are implemented.

They said during the
Uruguay Round. most of the de-
veloping countries were un-
aware ol the consequences of
the negotiations and at the end
of the day signed agreements "
as mere spectators”,

The seminar, "GATT, Liber-
alisation and Bangladesh
Trade” was nrganisedn% Inte-
grated Community and Indus-
trial Development (INCIDIN)
Bangladesh . a research and ad-
vocacy agency. at the CIRDAP
auditorium in the city. Com-
merce and Industries Minister

Tofail Ahmed, Secretary Gen-
eral of Workers Part shed
Khan Menon and former fi-

nance minister Abul Mal Abdul
Muhit were among others who

Star Report

spoke at the seminar, chaired
by Professor Rehman Sobhan.

The developed countries
highlighted differences that ex-
isted among them and finally
approached the LDCs who were
not allowed to hammer on their
demands, sald Professor
Rehman Sobhan.

He suggested Bangladesh, be-
ing a member of SAARC, come
forward with a group of actions
within the Iramework of
SAARC.

“This is because it involves
issues which effect a large num-
ber of people, future of indus-
tries and industrialisation in
the country.”

He said Bangladesh was not
prepared for the first round of
negotiations and therefore
failed to take advantages which
were there. * ‘

[t opened up the economy too
fast when there were no pres-
sure to dismantle the tariff bar-
rier. "But we could have taken
much advantage had we gone
through negotiations. India did

not do it at the same pace and
could take much more advan-
tage. :
"Bangladesh could not undo
the past but will be responsible
for what happens in future,”
said the eminent economist.

Tofail Ahmed said most of
the LDCs were frequently
shifting their positions as they
were busy trying to negotiate
their own interest.

He said ahead of the Millen-
nium. Round In. Seattle on
November 30, the G-77 met in
Beirut where there were a con-
sensus on opposing second
round of negotiations without
assessing the commitments of
the Uruguay Round.

“But later we found many
had shifted from their posi-
tions as everyone is trying to
take advantage of the Millen-
nium Round.”

Tofail said that a day before
the ministerial meeting he was
trying to organise a meeting of
the LDCs to discuss their prob-

See Page 11 Col 7

Power, fertiliser factories

Speakers at a roundtable on
Bangladeshi gas utilisation yes-
terday said that the country's
gas resources should be utilised
mainly to generate power and

uce fertiliser with the goal
of poverty alleviation.

The participants at the
roundtable, including public
representatives, bureaucrats as
well as oil company executives
and diplontats. unanimously
rn:-:lphaslsﬂd maximum value
addi

tion to gas in the process of
its’ utlisation,

The roundtable entitled "Gas
Strategy in Bangladesh™ was
organised by APEC-Bangladesh
Society and Bangladesh Insti-
tute of Law and International
Affairs at Bangladesh Institute
of International and Strategic
Studies.

Speakers.also ‘agreed that
the guestion of gas export
should be considered when the
nation had an indisputable
quantum of gas reserve. Al the
same time, they stressed that
investment for export-oriented

r and fertiliser would en-
sure value addition to the coun-
S Seakur s Sangsad

Speaker ol Jatiya

Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury.

By Staff Correspondent

inaugurated the roundtable as
the chief guest, which was ad-
dressed’ by State Minister for
Energy Prof Rafiqul Islam MP,
Honorary Minister and Board
Of Investment Chairman M
Mokammel Haq. Former fi-
nance minister M Saifur Rah-
man, MP, chaired the conclud-
ing session of the roundtable.

Two othér sessions of the
roundtable were chaired by
former energy minister Dr
Khandker Mosharraf Hossain,
MP, and Justice Tofazzal Hos-
sain. '

Participants agreed that it
was very hard to determine the
country's total recoverable gas
reserve ‘and wvarious parties
were quoting contradictory fig-
ures ranging from 26 TCF to 1
TCF. They urged Petrobangla to
undertake its' own study and
assessment to remove all con-
fusion in order to help policy
makers take pragmatic deci-
SIOMS. :

They also emphasised the
setting up of an independent

regulatory body to look in to
gas-related affairs.

Saifur Rahman

“there's a hide and seck game
going on regarding the gas ex-

said,

its’

know how muc

can best use local gas

port option, chiefly because of
political implications.
However, it is also difficult to
agree to gas rt before you
gas you have
and how do you want to use it.”

“For now, the export option
should be ruled out. We have
tremendous prospect in fer-
tiliser and r sectors. Ev-
eryone is demanding increased
power supply nowadays, and we
cannot supgy it,” he added. Re-
ferring to the oil companies he
said, “its not disappoin that
we would not export gas. We can
start with making more power
and fertiliser plants, meet do-
mestic d:manﬁ:ls and earn for-
eign curren exports.”

g?{c aisucgpujl;: in favour of
partial subsidisation of gas
rices-- a concept rejected by
oreign experts and oil compa-
nies.

Chairman of Power Devel-
opment Board (PDB) Quamrul
Islam Siddique argued that al-
though the donors tried to sa
that rural r could not E
ford power, the experience o
Grameen Bank showed tll'.:l;t lt]l:e
rate of loan repayment e
poor people was highest in

See Page 11 Col3

|

L

s

4= ST VPCS [H{eh «rel

ATIONAL SCHOOL DHAKA

-------
L oL

-~ 8

(D) o

e e

LS

%0 W HACR |

eSO (2A18) s
efEH1= )

( TIwAt e G0
G I B3 (8¢ B91), dae, TERIW T/q, I (TN § HEEOD, DEEODD, DELdIdE, EbdIO-8
125 WA ¢ vir38ob), Y0380, T § bbro-2-dELBYA} E-mail : ewpd @bol-online.com

33 eI YT

HRY ¢ www. bashundhara.com

Ifg o @@= @
qGEe e T[FA &I
RS HeF 20 97 &
“SITT WA S A
fefere vafe IER TR

1y &7 oee @3 ot ooy

Ta % Ol

o frw 4 TR e feRite gafee
Herig B Tere T wi e ¢
@ wfewre sRfe Rl Ta e
a2 7% [tz o o |




