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World youth soccer

Germany hold
Brazil

AUCKLAND, Nov 17: Brazil
were forced into a tough quar-
terfinal against In-form
Paraguay when they were held
to a 0-0 draw by Germany in
the under-17 World Soccer
Championship on Wednesday,
reports AP.

Australia went above Brazil
to finish top of Group C, this
tournament's Group of Death.
with a 1-0 win over Mali, as

Scott McDonald scored on the .

counterattack on 20 minutes.

Brazil were outplayed by
Germany, who missed out on
the last eight after finishing with
a loss and two draws. A win
would have been enough to give
the Germans a playoff spot and
eliminate Brazil and the Eure-
pean players were reduced to
tears after having the better of
the chances.

Brazilian goalkeeper Robinho
spared his team with two out-
standing saves late in the game
while the South Americans
couldn't find a way past Ger-
man stand-in 'keeper Dennis
Eilhoff, who was named player-
of-the-match.

Brazil's failure to win let
Australia take command of the
group, laﬁlnﬁ against a Mali
outfit which showed dogged re-
sistance in successive 0-0 draws
against Germany and Brazil
and also had a chance to qual-

Mali had three clear chances
in the first half but were caught
out on the counter from Aus-
tralia's sole breakaway.

"All the European teams
(Germany, Poland and Spain)
are gone, but thé poor sheep-
herders from Australia are s
here," said Australian coach Les

Scheinflug. .

"I'm proud of the kids. They
played with a lot of determina-
tion and never looked like
in. I said from the start that
this was a tough group, but
they wanted it more than the
other teams.”

Faraﬁguay. needing only to
not suffer a massive defeat to
fall from top place in Group D,
gla_',red out a 2-2 draw with

urkina Faso to finish un-
beaten.

Qatar finished second in the
group with a 4-0 win over Ja-
maica, which failed to earn a
point and conceded 10 goals for
the tournament.

‘Jamaica dug in until Waleed
Rasoul opened the scoring on 51
minutes with his first of two
goals. He got the second on 63
minutes while Bilal Abuhamda
and Meshal Bodawood com-
ﬁﬁlaﬂtd the routs as Jamaica

Stewart sent off.

Innocenti not
so innocent !

MILAN, Nov 17: Bari de-
fender Duccio Innocenti was
banned for four matches on
Tuesday after being convicted
on video evidence of breaking
an opponent's cheek-bone in a
clash that the referee missed,

reports AFP,

Perugia's Renato Olive fin-
ished.up in hospital after being
elbo in the face by Innocenti
during their Serie A match on
November 6.

Olive has announced plans
to take legal action against
Innocenti, claiming the blow
was a deliberate assault as nei-
ther man had possession of the
ball.

Innocenti is the third player
to be convicted this season on
the basis of video evidence, af-
ter Fiorentina midfielder
Sandro Cois (elbow) and
Perugia's new French winger
Ibrahim Ba (head-butt).

Off the pitch, the incident led
to a series of verbal attacks by
Perugia chairman Luciano
Gaucci on the match referee,
Bari chairman Vincenzo
Matarrese and indirectly his
brother Antonio Matarrese, a
vice-president of both the
%ame's ruling bodies, UEFA and

IFA.
In the wake of his com-
ments, Gaucci now faces disci-
linary t]::r4[:-4(:112«1':':[1ngs» from the
talian nutha.tlin% authorities
and the threat of legal action
from Vincenzo Matarrese for

defamation.

Give WADA
freedom

SYDNEY, Nov 17: Sports
ministers from 26 countries
called on the International
Olympic Committee today to
shed its traditional secrecy and
distance itself from a newly-
formed World Anti Doping
Agency, reports AFP.

An International Drugs in
Sport Summit expressed sup-

rt for WADA but called on the
OC to move the body out of the
Swiss city of Lausanne, open its
doors to representatives of pub-
lic authorities, publish minutes
of meetings and organise world-
wide random tests of athletes.

The Summit also approved a
Canadian proposal to set up a
steering committee to monitor
WADA's progress.

"It's not another structure,
its not another body. There
were some continents that felt
that they had to do their home-
work and participate more
profoundly in the process of set-

ting u& WADA.," Canadian
Sports Minister Denis Coderre
said.

“It's about steering WADA in
the right direction,” Australia's
Customs Minister Amanda
Vanstone, the summit chair-
man, said.

Coderre said everyone sup-
orted and recognised the
FADA initiative.

Don Vereen Jr. deputy direc-
tor of the White House's Office of
National Drug Control Policy,
said the three-day summit had
gone a long way in satisf}dnﬁ
the misgivings the Unite
States had about WADA.

“The issue has always been
how do you demonstrate inde-

dence, transparency and ac-
countability,” he said.

“The 10C has to distance it-
self from WADA. There was a
lot of what went into WADA
that wasn't inclusive, critical
voices that were not there,” he
added.
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MELBOURNE,

A goal four min-
utes from fulltime
from striker Fa-

: bio Junior earmed
the Brazil under-23 team a 2-2

:Ir?.iwnalwtith thcthﬂustralian
natio eam at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground here Wednesday
night, reports AFP,

Australia led 2-0 after a
brace of goals from German-
based striker Paul Agostino in
the 11th and 61st minutes and
appeared set for a comfortable
victory.

But the Braziljans hit back
through Ronaldinho in the 75th
minute with a header and Fabio
Junior in the 86th minute.

The goals conjured memo-
ries of the 1997 World Cup

ualifier against Iran when

similar lead in the last 20 min-

Australia, Nov 17:

ustralia collapsed and lost a

utes and lost on the awa
rule. ' Y goals

Brazil won the opening
match 2-0 in Sydney last
Sunday with goals by Alvaro
and Alex. :

Mark Viduka, who came into
the side after shaking off a
thic%h injury, gave the Socceroos
a defined target man and the
Brazilians a headache.

Viduka took a Kevin Muscat
pass in his stride, clipped it
over the Brazilian defence and
Agostino headed home to give
Australia an early lead.

Viduka, originally from
Melbourne, tore through the
heart of the Brazilian defence
after just 35 seconds, brushing

aside challenges and drilling a |

shot goalbound.

However goalkeeper
Alexandre covered brilliantly
saving with his legs.

But the Socceroos lost their

Australian striker Paul Agostino (C) contemplates a miss during the second international
_fl‘il?:l'mdlj,F against Brazil at Melbourne yesterday.

cceroos fail to hold lead

— AFP photo

grip on the game in the final
stages and Brazil surged home.

enilson hit a tempting
cross, Ronaldinho was on it in a
flash heading home after 75
;ninutﬁs and Australia 'was reel-
ng.

Ronaldinho then turned
provider finding Fabio Junior
with a looping cross and the
Brazilians were level with five
minutes left to disappoint the
near-80,000 crowd.

TEAMS

Australia: Zeljko Kalac,
Kevin Muscat, Craig Moore,

Paul Okon, Tony Vidmar, Josip
Skoko, Mark Viduka, Paul
Agostino, Steve Laybutt, Brad
Maloney, Danny Tiatto.
Brazil: Alexandre, Michel,
Jean, Milton, Marcos Paulo,
Athirson, Adriano, Mozart,
Warley, Lincoln, Denilson.

MADRID, Nov 16
(AFP): "If the
loan me out I'll
not return.”

Real Madrid's
unsettled French
Nicolas Anelka was
talking a tough game Tuesday
as he threw down the gauntlet to
a growing army of doubters.

The 20-year-old former
Arsenal star has yet to score
since his record transfer last
summer and Real's rumour mill
has been working overtime
amid reports that the club ma
be looking at a loan swap wit
compatriot Zinedine Zidane of
Juventus.

Other rumour mongers say
Anelka is on his way to either
Inter Milan, Lazio or possibly
Marseille - and the moody
striker wants to know where he
stands.

"If they want to sell me they
had better tell me straight
away. If they loan me out I'll not

return, that much is clear,” in-
sisted Anelka in an interview
with AFP.

"The moment they have no
confidence in me I'll be off -
there's no point staying
around,” he added.

Anelka only managed to get
his move to Real after much to-
ing and fro-ing ' in the summer
and he almost ended up in Italy,
gaving always said he preferred

pain.

"l don't want to go to Juve,"”
insisted Anelka. "It's not for
them to decide but for me. 1 have
not come here to muddy the wa-
ters but to play for Real
Madrid".

Anelka, who began his ca-
reer with Paris Saint Germain,
left Arsenal for 22 million
pounds and signed a seven-year
deal with Real but has had a
nightmare start in a s i
side, failing to find the net.

He recently complained that
the team's way of pla under
Welsh coach John Toshack did
not suit his game.

"l am not scoring and on top

striker

Anelka’s threat

of that I am not playing in the
right position.” said Anelka,
who ‘has only made seven ap-
pearances to date and spent
much of his time on the bench.

"I am playing on the right
whereas everyone knows my
place is in the middle so don't
then ask me to get scnring goals.

"If they'd told me 'you're go-
ing to be playing on the right 1
wouldn't have come here,"
Anelka stormed. - -~

Anelka ts 'not the first big-
name player to suffer such a
problem as a similar situation

o
e

]

ANE

ek e

developed at Barcelona when
former England striker Gary

Lineker was moved out to the

right flank under Johan Cruyif.
Lineker promptly moved back -
to England - an unlikely sce-
nario

or Anelka.
"We are playing a system

with just one man up front to
poach in the area,” said Anelka,
referrin% to Spanish interna-
tional

whom the
highly
not his style.

ernando Morientes,
Frenchman rates
- but Anelka says that's

"I have never scored goals

like that - I hate scoring goals
in that fashion," said Anelka,
who found the net 19 times last

to Real

season for Arsenal - usually on
the counter-attack.

"For me I need the ball
played in deep," he lained.

"Don't ask me to change my
game - 1 won't do so even if my
goals account at the end of the
season is zero,” Anelka insisted.

Anelka, now esconced in a
house in a sw Madrid sub-
urb, hit out at the club for in his
view not making the best of
him.

"Real Madrid took me on,
they paid 30 million dollars but
then they don't play me in the
best conditions. ] just don't un-
derstand it.

"If 1 ever leave here they will
make themselves look ridicu-
lous - and me too. Everyone
will say you bought him for all
that money and he's done noth-
ing."

gﬁnelka said he was not in
contact with any other clubs but
added for things to work out
club tactics would have to
change to suit his needs.

"If they are using tactics
around a penalty area poacher
they can't have watched me
properly,” said Anelka, who
was embroiled in more contro-
versy last week when he did not
travel to join France's under-21
side blaming an injured knee,

The French international
failed to turn up at the squad's
training camp in
Clairefontaine last Thursday
but said then that Real Madrid
had failed to tell him about the
under-21s caﬂ-uE.

"I got this call-up when ev-
eryone knew I had been injured
for two weeks. Then I see the
papers as if 1 am really in-

jured - that's like saying they

don't believe me," Anelka
stormed.

"I am quite calm about
things - I just want to get over
my injury.”

But he added significantly
that an under-21 call-up was
beneath his lofty station.

f ne knows that I don't
have any motivation to play for
the under-21s." he admitted.

MILAN, Nov 17:
Oliver Bierhoff
claimed on Tues-
day that this we-
ekend's clash with
Juventus was a
chance to prove that his [talian
champions are not dead and
buried after their recent
disaster in Europe, reports AFP.

Milan's defeat to
Galatasaray in the Champions

ue was a crushing blow to a
team who had made success in
Europe a top priority in their
centenary season. The 3-2 loss
also cost them the consolation
of a UEFA Cup place.

Now they travel to Turin for
a match which shares top-
billing with the Rome derby in
the rie A this weekend and
promises a real test of their
mettle,

"Playing Juventus now could
%ivt us a special lift," said

ierhoff. "A good result there
would give us more confidence
in what we're doing.

"Victory would mean that
Milan aren't dead, that we're
still up there and that we're
ready to fight."

e German striker claimed
that Milan's exit from the
European scene had not caused

trouble among the players or
with coach Alberto Zaccheroni.

"The team are with
Zaccheroni,” he said. "We all
know we've made some mis-
takes along the way. otherwise
things wouldn't have gone badly
in thee Champions League.

"But what's encouraging is

that there hasn't been a hunt for
scapegoats,” he told the Gazzetta
dello Sport.

Pride, but also a better posi-
tion in the table will be at stake
at the Delle Alpi on Sunday
night. With Lazio three points
clear at the top, Juventus and
Milan are second and third in
the table, separated by a single
point.

Juventus centre-forward
Filippo Inzaghi would dearly
love to widen that gap after a
goal drought that started on
September 19.

"I'm tired of talking about it
and tired of defending myself,"
he said bitterly. "I just want to
look ahead.

"We know that we're a good
team, our place in the table is
proof of that. But now it's time
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Bierhoff for a fresh start

to find out just how far we can
go and the month ahead will
tell us that.

"We've four big matches in
the league, two with
Olympiakos in the UEFA Cup,
Elus Napoli in the Italian Cup,"

e said.

If Juventus are to meet the
challenge posed by AC Milan,
let alone the others, Inzaghi
and strike partner Alessandro
Del Piero will have to re-dis-
cover their old skills,

"Nobody is looking for ex-
cuses,” he told Tuttosport. "The
fact of the matter is that we're
not on top form. But even
though it might take time, and
effort, we'll get there.”

Nilis to mal;é
mternational
comeback

BRUSSELS, Nov 16: Striker
Luc Nilis is set to make a come-
back in the Belgian national
side having initially quit fol-
lowing a disappointing 1998
World Cup, reports AFF.

The PSV Eindhoven player
said he had had. positive dis-
cussions with national coach
Robert Waseige but before
making his decision, wanted to
make sure he had fully recov-
ered from an ankle operation
he had a few months ago.

The 32-year-old has 51 caps
since making his debut in 1988.

PARIS, Nov 17: World cham-
pions France have overtaken
the Czech Republic to go second
to Brazil in the latest FIFA
;ankings released on Wednes-

ay.

Scotland meanwhile, beaten
by England in the Euro 2000
play-oftf on Saturday, are out of
the top 20.

Craig Brown's side had
scrambled up the table in recent
months, but the 2-0 reverse at
Hampden Park once again
leaves them behind the United
States and Slovenia, who
recorded a shock play-off win
against the Ukraine at the
weekend.

The Scots are now rated
23rd, 12 places behind England,
who have risen one spot thanks
to Paul Scholes’' double strike_

The Republic of Ireland's 1-1
draw with Turkey at Lansdowne

Road saw them drop one place

to 36th, while bo Northern

Ireland and Wales sli two.
Northern Ireland are level

with Canada in Joint 80th posi-
tion but even Oman now rate
above the Welsh, who are joined
by Moldova in 93rd spot.

RANKINGS
Country Points
1. Brazil 839
2. France 770
3. Czech Republic 768
4, Spain 758
2. Germany 739
6. Croatia 719
7. Norway 713 |

Argentina 715 |
9. Romania 714
10. Mexico 704
11; Egﬁ]and 703
12. Italy 697
13. Yugoslavia 691
14. Denmark 682
15. Portugal 674
16. Sweden 670
17. Netherlands 656
18 Paraguay 645
19. Russia 641
20. Slovakia 634
21. USA 623
22. Chile 618
23. Scotland 617
24. Morocco 611

Colombia 611
26. Israel 609
Austria 609
28, Ukraine 608
29. Tunisia 597
30. Belgium 593

SELECTED
35. Zambia 576
36. Rep. of Ireland 572
41. South Korea 551
52. Japan 217
60. China 493
80. Northern Ireland 435
85. Australia 432
93. Wales 401

Volatile Lorant
handed
two-match ban

FRANKFURT, Germany, Nov
16: Werner Lorant, 1860
Munich's fiery coach, was
handed a two-match ban

- Tuesday for insulting a lines-

man, reports AFP.

The volatile German, who
had threatened to resign if he
was punished. was also fined
13,400 dollars for the outburst
in the second half of his side’'s
1-1 draw with Bayer Leverkusen
last month.

He was expelled to the stands
b[); the referee after reportedly
shouting: "You're all a miser-
able bunch, you've screwed
things up for us again."

Lorant appeared before the
German Football Federation
tribunal to contest his charges
and after the four-and-a-half
hour hearing his solicitor said
his client would lodge an ap-
peal.

This is not the first time the
50-year-old coach's behaviour
has landed him in hot water
with the authorities. He has al-
ready been barred from the
touchline twice leading to one-
match bans on each occasion
and fines totalling 16,100 dol-
lars.

Last week Lorant back ped-
alled on threats that he would
stand down if action was taken
against him.

"l didn't say | would resign if
I got a fine," he told Bavarian
television. "It's only if they sus-
pend me and I'm sticking by
that. That's not something | can
accept.”

"I will have to sit down with
the team and the club president
to talk it over." he added. "If the
players want me to stay then I'll
consider it."”

Yet after Tuesday's tribunal
club president Karlheinz
Wildmoser reported: "The club
has solved the problem and per-
suaded the trainer to continue."

The federation's decision is
another step in their efforts to
improve the image of German
football. Germany's FIFA ref-
eree Bernd Heynemann was
also in favour of setting a firm
example in Lorant's case.

-Inter interested

in Cordoba

BUENOS AIRES. Nov 17:
Inter Milan have made an offer

of some 15 million dollars for

Colombian international de-
fender Ivan Cordoba, officials
at his current club, Argentina's
San Lorenzo, said Tuesday, re-
ports AFP.

San Lorenzo are holding out
for 20 million dollars, though
that would include a 15 percent
fee for the player, as well as his
agent Gustavo Mascardi and the
Argentine Football
Asssociation.

In fact, San Lorenzo stand to
gain only some 40 percent of the
overall transfer fee after the
other parties have pocketed
their share.

Cordoba, Mascardi and an
Inter official, Narcizo Pezzotti,
met Monday night in Buenos
Aires to discuss a deal ahead of
Thursday's match pitting San
Lorenzo against Brazil's
Palmeiras in the first leg of the
Copa Mercosur semi-final.

Inter face stiff competition
from other clubs, including

Real Madrid and Liverpool. for
Cordoba's services.
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Football great
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£

of iennn'u

Schwechat airport on November 16. Pele has arrived here to attend a World Sports Award

gala.

—- AFP photo

Hingis survives a scare

NEW YORK, Nov
17 (AFP/Reuters):
World number one
Martina Hingis
battled her way
: into the quarte-
rfinals of the WTA Tour Chase
Championships Tuesday with a
7-6, 7-6 victory over France's
Sandrine Testud.

But Hingis won't get a chance
to avenge her US Open final de-
feat by Serena Willlams, who
withdrew from the season end-
ing event Tuesday with a back
injury suffered in practice.

The Swiss teenager, who
took the court after a tribute to
now-retired Steffi Graf, seemed
in control after winning the
first-set tiebreak and breaking
Testud in the opening game of
the second set. But Testud man-
aged to save a break point in the
third game and broke Hingis in
the fourth game.

A rejuvenated Testud re-
ceived treatment on her left
hand following the fifth game,
but it did not affect her game as
she forced a set point with
Hingis serving at 4-5. But
Hingis prevented a third set
with a backhand winner down
the line and eventually held
serve.

Testud took a 2-1 lead in the
liebreaker, but two straight
backhand errors off her serve
allowed Hingis to take a 3-2
lead.

Hingis built a 5-4 lead when
Testud missed a backhand wide
in the open court and was serv-
ing to close the match, but Tes-
tud hit'a lunging forehand down
thie line to draw even,

However, a netted backhand
by Testud gave Hingis match

oint at 6-5 and she closed out
er sixth straight win over

Testud when the Frenchwoman

hit a forehand lon

for her 32nd

unforced error of the match.

Sixth seed Nathalie Tauziat

won her opening match Tuesday
after learning that she would

not
runnin

have to worry about

into American power-

house Serena Williams in the
quarter finals.

tory
South Alfrica,

Following her 6-3, 7-6 vic-
over Amanda Coetzer of
Tauziat told
French reporters that Williams
had pulled out of the tourna-
ment.

Nineteenth-ranked Russian
Elena Likhovtseva replaced

Williams in the draw and Van

Roost made the most of her
lucky break and Williams'
misfortune by cruising to a 6-2,

6-3 victory.

Van Roost reeled off eight
consecutive games to end the
first set and take a command-
inE 5-0 lead in the second before
Likhovtseva halted the run and
at least made the skinny 26-
year-old work to close it out.’

"For me it was a good chance.
I'm a lucky winner," admitted
Van Roost, who earned a quar-
terfinal date with Tauziat and
at least 65,000 dollars for get-
ting past the first round.

Likhoviseva walks

away
with an unexpected 30.000 dol-
lars in holiday spending
mMomney.

pressive second,

and early

Tauziat played a near perfect
first set and survived a less im-
avoiding a
third set by taking the tie-break
from Coetzer 8-6.

While many in women's ten-
nis seem to peak in their teens
20s, Tauziat has

played her best as an adult. She
reached the semifinals here in

it - o

World No 1 Martina Hingis playing a double fisted
backhand during her Chase Championship match against
Sandrine Testud of France at New York on November 16.

1997 and her first Grand Slam
final at Wimbledon in 1998 and
captured titles in Moscow and
Ltipzig after celebrating her
32nd birthday in October. She
has achieved a career-high
ranking of seventh in the
world.

"She's playing with a lot of
confidence. She's done great
over the last two years,” said
Coetzer, who won her first four
meetings with Tauziat but now
has lost four in a row over the
past two years. "] think she's
just been on a roll."

For Coetzer, the match was
her traditional cameo appear-
ance in the season finale. The
diminutive, hard-working
South African has qualified for
seven straight years but has not
won a match since her first ap-
pearance at Madison Square
Garden in 1993. In fact, Coetzer
has not won a set in the tour-
nament since 1994,

"l think it's just the level of
competition,” she surmised,
adding, "It's probably not my
best surface.”

The level of competition was
well beyond Coetzer in the first
set as Tauziat drop a total of
just three points in five service
games.

"l think she played a flaw-
less set," Coetzer said. "I often
don’t start really sharp, but I
never had a chance.”

The second set was much
tighter with the 1lth-ranked
Coetzer finding the range on her
passing shots and Tauziat giv-
ing up many more chances on
her own service games. Each
player drupged serve twice on
the way to the tiebreaker.

“The second set | start to pla
shaky a little bit and I thin
she played a little bit better
loo,” said Tauziat.

"She is a fighter ... | think I
was lucky to win the second

Johnson tests
positive again

OTTAWA, Canada, Nov 17:
Drug cheat Ben Johnson tested
positive for a third time on
Tuesday to further sully his
name in the world of athletics,
reports AFP.

Johnson was stripped of his
1988 Olympic 100m gold medal
for taking steroids in one of the
remarkable incidents in sport-
ing history.

The [IAAF, the international
governing body of athletics, in
August turned down Johnson's
appeal for international rein-
statement from a life suspen-
sion that arose from his second
positive doping offence in 1993
— a test result he still disputes.

This time the Canada centre
for ethics in sports confirmed
he had failed a test at the be-
ginning of October. Victor
Lachance, director of the cen-
tre, said his urine had revealed

banned substance hy-
drochlorothiazide.
Johnson's agent Morris

Chrobotek confirmed he had
tested positive for the first
sample, saying it was caused by
diuretic medication. No action
will be taken on Johnson till the
result of the second sample is

— AFP photo known.
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