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All quiet onthe o

cricket front

Sports Reporter
It was all quiet at the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)"
office yesterday after a turbu-
lent seven days during which

brief visit to the BCB office last
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Akram fear

Damal Smriti Cricket
Jatrabari dump

India clinch ODIs too

supporters, Waugh complacency

Taréq ton givéé
Rajshahi an edge

From Our Correspondent

A sparkling century by
Tareq helped hosts Rajshahi
take a 25-run first lead
over Barisal in their National

Cricket League match at

the local stadium here ;
At close of second day’s play,
shahi scored 208 runs before

ng all out in the 92nd over.
Tareq scored his 104 off 170
balls

Barisal's Moinuzzaman and
Siddiqur Rahman were the
most successful bowlers for the
visitors as they claimed three
wickets each.

In reply to their second in-
nings, Barisal were on 11 for no
loss when stumps were drawn
for the day.

Rahshahi will earn two
points if the match ends in a
draw today.

BRIEF SCORES
BARISAL: 1st : 183
all out in 97.5 overs (Moin 44,
Faruque 31, Islam 20, Saeed
3/21, Tareq 2/24, Sumon
ZMEMM 1st innings
:1s :
208 all out in 91.5 overs |

Tareq 104, Moin 3/43,
Siddique 3/51)
BARISAL: 2nd 1) 5 ¢

for no loss in 4 overs at

Nat'l handball

Five more matches were de-
cided on the second day of the
13th national men's ‘handball
championship at the Mirpur
Shaheed Suhrawardy National
Indoor Stadium yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

In the day's matches, Kush-
tia beat Meherpur 18-12 (first
half 13-7), Chittagong Metropo-
lis defeated Rajshahi 29-23
(first half 14-9), Faridpur beat
Dinajpur 14-13 (first half 6-8),
Bangladesh Police outplayed
Haénla;: 34-12 (first h 14-7)
and Fanchaghar overcame Jha-
lakhati 14-12 (first half 9-5).

Earlier on Tuesday,
B adesh Police beat Pan-

ar 28-10. Natore crushed
Jhalakhati 14-5, Bangladesh

Rifles trounced M ur 36-4,
Chittagong Metropolis beat Di-
najpur 20-7 and Rajshahi beat
Faridpur 28-8.

The two semi-finals matches
will be held today among the
four group champions.

'Hobart

HOBART, Nov 17
|[Reuters/AFP):
Revitalised by
their confidence-
boos win over
South stralia,
Pakistan's cricketers are
uietly confident of tugpling
ustralia in the second Test
s in Hobart on Thursday.
stan have never won a
Test series in Australia and are
already facing an uphill strug-
ge_l after lnstng the first Test in
e by 10 wickets but their
captain Wasim Akram believes
they can square their three-
match series by winning in
Tasmania.

"The boys are very keen to
lay and that's a good sign for
akistan cricket.,” Akram said

on Wednesday.

"I think there's a confidence

there that wasn't there in Bris-
bane. We batted well in that

WASIM
game but we didn't bowl well
and hopefully our bowling will
improve.”

Although the tourists have
delayed their team un-
til the day of the match, Akram

indicated that he was planning
to pick a ﬂ'u'l!c-pl'ﬂnﬁﬂf pace at-
tack, even thou Bellerive
Oval is traditionally a spinner's

Pakistan's bowlers dis-
missed South Australia twice
on a relatively good batting
strip in last week's four-da
Etmwm Adc‘lraidc. with s -

er Wagar Younis making a
spectamﬂa.r
m‘:‘?wickcts.

aqar is already Pakistan's
third-highest Test iick:t-t&kcr
with 2 scalps but has not
played for his country since

return to form with.

February because of a combina-
tion of poor form and injury
and is bursting at the seams to
get back in the side,

Pakistan's greatest motiva-
tion, however, is a fear of fail-
ure. They were beaten by Aus-
tralia in the final of this year's
World Cup and Akram said an-
other defeat would not go down
well in his cricket-mad home-
land.

Akram plans to ring home if
his Pakistan team I}Eses the
second Test and the series to
Australia.

In a land where Test defeat is

akin to a crime. Akram knows
the extent to which some of his
aggrieved countrymen will go
should Pakistan not take the
three-Test series to a decider in
Perth later this month.

"As a Pakistani player it's
part of the profession where
they stone your house if you
lose," skipper Akram said
Wednesday.

"Whenever you lose, [ have to
call the wife and tell her to park
the car with the next doo:
neighbours,” he said to laughter
at his press conference ..." I do.

‘The way we Pakistanis play
cricket is totally different S]r.n
here, in Australia it's organised
and they look after the players
--. OVer there, it's the total oppo-
site, so we have to struggle a lot
at times."

Akram said the team has
worked hard on its shoddy
ﬂ:lcllngkfmm the first Test and
he spoke of the return to the
bow tnioattack of one-time
strike wler Wagar Younis
and the world's number one off-
spinner Saqlain Mushtagq.

Waqar has one of the best
bowling strike rates in Test
cricket, but his form dipped and
he lost out to the emerging
Shoaib Akhtar earlier this
year.

Akhtar fit

HOBART, Nov 17: Pakistani
fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar has
passed a fitness test and will
B oMl e 1o

., Officials said, reports
AFP. e

Akhtar, who suffered ankle
ligament damage in Adelaide
last weekend. is now a certain
starter for the match.

Australian captain Steve
Waugh said he would make-a
decision on his 12th
Thursday morning between
Scott Muller and Colin Miller,

depending on the state of |
obart .

It was

raining in
Wednesday.

-

Test from today

. "You go throu hases and |
think hegs over B%h&ﬁf now,
he wants to work hard, and he
has been working very hard, so
he's got the reward, he's bowling
very well now,"” said Akram.

agar has taken 277 wick-
€ts in 57 Tests, while the wily
Saqlain has captured 97 wick-
ets in 22 Tests.

"Everyone wants to do well
here, because if you do well
against Australia in Australia
you are recognised all over the
world and that's very important
for our ¥uung cricketers, like
Yousuf Youhana. Now every-
body knows who he is.

"It is an achievement for ev-
ery cricketer to do well in Aus-
tralia and get acclimatised as
soon as possible, and we can't
use that as an excuse any more,
we are acclimatised as we've
been here for three weeks now.”

Australian captain Steve

STEVE WAUGH

Waugh said the biggest problem
facing his side was compla-
cency. Although the Aus-
tralians easily won the first
Test and are universally re-
garded as the finest team in the
world in both forms of the
game, Waugh remains unhap
at the team's odd lapses whic
include a recent series defeat in
Sri Lanka.

‘I think we played really
well in Brisbane but we can't
too carried away with that. It's
really hard to stay at the top all
the g‘n:.;a‘ﬂfaugh said.

i t was really good
but bowimgm%s:. we can im-

e important thing for us
work_on our consistency.

See page 14

"
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Rupali Bank

Sports Reporter

Jatrabari Krira Chakra out-
played Rupali Bank by 86 runs
in their npr:ninﬁlgruu D first
round clash of the 19th Damal
Smriti Cricket Tournament
held at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium yesterday.

Middle-order Ferdous.
slammed an undefeated 75 to
help Jatrabari reach a com-
man 215 for 8 in the stipu-
lated 50 overs after they were
sent to bat by their opponents
in the morning.

Ferdous apart, Abul Bashar
(39) and Liton (34) were the
other notable run getters for
Jatrabari.

In reply, Rupali Bank were
restricted to 129 for 9 in their
allotted 50 overs with Jatra-
bari’s Bipul claiming 3 wickets
for 19 runs. Sohel was the other
successful Jatrabari bowler
who finished with 2 for 18 from
his 10 overs.

I BRIEF SCORES

Jatrabari KC: 215 for 8 in
50 overs (Ferdous 75, Liton 39,
Palash 34, extras 37. Imtiaz
2/27, Murad 2/44)

Rupali Bank: 129 for 9 in
20 overs (Mamun 23 n.o.,
extras 27, Sadek 3/19. Sohel
2/18) :

Result: Jatrabari KC won
by 86 runs.

[ ]
Miller to try
[ 3 [ ]
it differently
HOBART, Nov 17: Colin
Miller, already unique because
he bowls medium pace and off-
spin depen on conditions,
wants to bowl left-handed in an
Australian first-class cricket
game, reports AFP. -
Miller has ambitions like
Bcrfurmlng well against
akistan and India this sum-
mer and the Australian
squad to tour England in 2001,
but, befitting a man nicknamed
Funky, he has one goal that is
more than a little erent.
He can see a day when crick-
eters need to be able to bat, bowl
and field with both hands. -

The last wicket Miller took
in the 1999 English season
came from left-arm or-
thodox spin amitr:lia. “maklngm

ve it a go in Au
Elm the most versatile bowiler.

"Imagine fa Shane War-
ne and the whole team turns
around ﬁ“:?ud hg,ta leI;tm h:jndélé
against and nega 8
spin,” Miller said.

|

NEW DELHI, Nov
17: Sachin Tendul-
kar's Indians tu-
ned up for the
_] tough Australian
| - tour with a seven-
wicket rout of New Zealand in
the fifth and final one-day
international here today,
reports AFP,

The Indians, who leave for
Australia next week fo face the
might of the world champions,
wrapped up the one-day series
3-2 after a 1-0 triumph in the
three-Test rubber.

What was expected to be a
close encounter to break the 2-2
deadlock fizzled out after the
Kiwis were caught on a seamin
wicket to be restricted to a -
est 179 for nine in their 50
OVers.

Saurav G ly then sma-
shed 86, sharing a first-wicket
stand of 117 with Devang
Gandhi (30), as the Indians
cruised home with six overs to
spare in a disappointing finale
to New Zealand's 10-week tour.

Ganguly, who made 301 runs

Saurav Ganguly shows off

the

in the five matches, was named
man-of-the-series and gifted a
luxury car by the sponsors. He
was also adjudged the man-of-
the-match. New Zealand skip-
per Stephen Fleming's decision
to bat after winning the toss
was Embahly influenced by the
trend of the first four matches
ﬁwhi:;:h were won by sides batting
rst.

But the Kiwis had not bar-
gained for the seaming wicket
at the Ferozeshah Kotla ground
which made batting difficult at
the start, but eased out in the af-
ternoon.

Only Roger Twose (47) and
Chris Cairns (41) managed to
get the Indian bowlers away,
sharing a 66-run stand for the
fourth wicket.

Rookie fast bowler Thiru
Kumaran, playu;f only his sec-
ond international, was the pick
of the bowlers with three for 24
in nine overs. Kumaran, a pupil
of legendary Australian fast
bowler Dennis Lillee, conceded
just eight runs in a hostile first
spell of five overs which

e

after yesterday’s match at the Feroze Shah Kotla. He was

also adjudged man-of-the-match.

*—AFP photo

man-of-the-series _trophy”

claimed Craig Spearman.

Tendulkar said he believed
his team had peaked at the right
time for the Australian tour,
where they take on Steve
Waugh's men in a three-Test se-
rllea ari_d Et n?c-day triangular
also featurin arch-riv
Fak_{atan. é —

"We played a t game to-
dﬂf'ﬂ he said. "ﬁ::n:nndltlunu
will be different in Australia,
but if we are consistent there is
no reason why we should not do

well there, e matches again-
st New Zealand have toughened
us up. We are looking forward to
the FE]t:mur

eming said his team just
did nuthgﬁemnugh runauﬁlthe
board to challenge the Indians.
They tied us down a great deal.
We should have scored more,”
he said.

Lusln% the toss proved a
blessing for the Indians as the
ball moved about in hazy condi-

tions to reduce the Kiwis to 23-2
by the 10th over.

Nathan Astle was leg-before
to Javagal Srinath, the pace
spearhead who was pulled out
from a holiday by Tendulkar to
play the key game.

New Zealand had made just
58 by the 22nd over when
Ee;;ﬂll w:.‘éf the thléd batsman

, leg-before to Ganguly.

Cairngs and Twose catgried
the Kiwis to 152-4 in the 45th
over, before the next five wick-
ets fell for 27 runs. Daniel
Vettori was run out off the last
ball of the innings.

The Indians, who took 10
balls to post their first run, hit
their stride when Gangul
blazed four successive buund)-’
aries in Chris Drum's second
OVer.

SCOREBOARD -

Scoreboard of the fifth and
final one-day international be-
tween India and New Zealand
on Wednesday :

NEW ZEALAND
Spearman ¢ Dravid b Kumaran
e ey

ng
Twose ¢ Bharadwaj b Joshi
Caimslbwb S
Parore b Kumaran
Harris not out
Styris run out
Tait c b Kumaran
Vettori run out :
Extras: (Ib-13, w-9, nb-4
Total (For nine wkis in 50 overs)

Fall of wickets : 1-11; 2-23;
3-58; 4-124; 5-152; 6-161; 7-165;
B-172: 9-179

IBvanBEEAR G

'Bowler O M R W
Srinath 10 1 31 1
Chopea. 8 18 b
pra
_ 6 1 29 1
“"RS 10 0 28 1
Joshi 10 0 38 1
Seepaze 14



