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Monica Seled

(American tennis star)

“Tennis gives me some great
emotions. you hit a great
shot and play a great point, it
can give you a great joy. But I've
never at tennis that way.
I just love to play. It does give
me Joy, and [t doesn't glve me
sadness. | just e being out

there and hitting ball.”
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Donald takes
a break

BLOEMFONTEIN, Nov 16
(Internet report): South African
fast bowler Allan Donald has
been omitted from a Free State
squad of 12 named on Monday

for this weekend's Su
Series clash against
angumcad.

onald, who picked up just-
two wickets in South Africa's
record innings and 219-run vic-
tory over Zimbabwe in Harare,
is auffeﬁnﬂmm a slight side
strain and has decided to take a
rest.

Free State will also be with-
out the services of their other
new-ball specialist Victor Mpit-
sang who will be on national
dutﬁur the SA A side against
Sri Lanka in Pietermaritzburg.

Although the outcome of the
cqntest is not of ount im-
portance - both sides have
qualified for the Super Eight
stage - Free State will still be
looking to their remaining two
internationals, captain Hansie
Cronje and opening bat Boeta
Dippenaar, to keep them on the
winning trail.

SQUAD

Hansile Cronje (captain),
Gerhardus Liebenberg. Andrew
Gait, Boeta Dippenaar, Kosie
Venter. Nicky Boje, Gerrard
Brophy, Herman Bakkes, .Jo-
han van der Wath, Andre Abra-
hams. Sarel Cilliers, Matthew

Hoggard.
Rackermann
Zimbabwe's

choice

SYDNEY. Nov 16: Formier
Australian Test fast bowler
Carl Rackermann is poised to
become Zimbabwe's bowling
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atal at

.
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Players-clubs-BCB stalemate continues

In an unprecedented move,
organisers of Dhaka cricket -
the sporting clubs of the city--
have decided to boycott seven
cricketers including
Bangladesh skipper Aminul Is-
lam from any competition un-
der the banner of the Cricket
Committee of Dhaka

Metropolitan (CCDM) for five
years.

The CCDM. who runs the
most colourful league, has also
recommended to the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
to ban the seven cricketers from
any domestic competition for
the same period.

The seven enfant terrible

who are fac the wrath of the
CCDM are --- ul Islam, na-
tional vice-captain Kbhaled

E, Mahmud, former national cap-

tain Minhazul Abedin. former
national captain Farugue
Ahmed, Enamul Hoque, Mo-
hammed Rafique and Ma-
habubur Rahman.

CCDM's sensational deci-
sion. which came as a sequel to
the Premier cricketers’ contin-
ued threat of boycott from any
domestic meet. was another
bombshell in the distressing
tug-of-war bectween the rebel-

— -

CCDM banishes

Sports Reporter

lious players and the CCDM, fe
the clubs.

The seventy club

tives of the CCDM, who had a
marathon meeting on Monday
evening, also threatered to stay
awa om any co tition if
the BCB did not fulfill its de-
mand.
The club representatives,
who over the years provided the
‘bread and butter’ of the players,
in a press release issued
yesterday said that they were
ready to support the board to
uphold national interest.

The reasons for CCDM's
hard-line action was what they
Ilermed the p]aﬂreru' use of c;'uul
:nr:Fu e, making mislea ing

icious statements. an

senta-

unlawfully demanding the
ch e of the inter-club trans-
fer schedule. '

The CCDM reiterated on
Tu:sdaz its commitment to
hold the  Premier Division
cricketers’ transfer from Jan-
uary 17-19 next and start the
IEE%BE from February 4.

ile the CCDM flexed its
muscle, the cricketers, at a loss
over the dévelopments in the
last 24 hours. were hinrelenting
from their demnards.

“Since the Nationpal League

7 top cricketers

has started today sans the lead-
ing 105 Prémier cricketers, it
means that the authorities are
not ready to comply with our
demands. But we continue
our strike”, said the general
secretary of Cricketers’ Welfare
Association of Bangladesh
(CWAB) after their meeting at
the Siddeswari High Sche2i
yesterdayv.

In another development,
BCB's Directcr of Coaching Ed-

_die Barlow went to Siddeswari

School yesterday and talked
with the estranged players for
half an hour. _

“We have no quarrel with the
clubs. It is very unfortunate
that the clubs have taken a
stand against the players. We
have heard that they have sus-
pended seven cricketers of our
organisation. We are not only
seven players in the associa-
tion. If they want to suspend us,
they should suspend all the 105
cricketers®, said Faruque, a
former national captain.

Meanwhile, CWAB, who are
leading the lglc.:-l rs’ revolt, went
to meet the écprcsiduul Saber
Hossain Chowdhury las:

evening. The outcome, however,
was fruitless. |

NEW DELHI, Nov
16: The Indian
cricket team was
hit by new allega-
tions of match-
= ahead of
the decisive fifth one-day
international against New
Zealand here on Wednesday, re-
ports AFP,

A senlor Indian cricket ad-
rr::niulraTtﬂr E#mlt:)ev created a
stir on Tuesday sa his
prediction of a 242!{1:&511251: in
the series. made two weeks ago
in a television programme, was

based on information supplied
by an unnamed bookmaker.

‘1 don’t bet myself, but I was
dold by ene: of Delhi's biggest
bookmakers that the series will
be tied 2-2." said Dev. a former
vice president of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI).

India lost the first one-dayer
at Ra{knt‘ then won the next
two at Hyderabad and Gwalior
before the Kiwis drew level in
the fourth at Guwahati last
Sunday.

Dev presently runs cricket
affairs in the Delhi and District
Cricket Association (DDCA),
which hosts Wednesday's final
encounter at the Ferozeshah
Kotla und.

‘I should be happy that we
are hosting such a needle
match,” he said. "But it worries
me that dubious people like
bookmakers can accurately
predict how the series will go."

Dev, who had raised similar
doubts when: b= vaz inanager of
the Indian team on the tour of
South Africa three years ago.
demanded a Pakistani-style
judicial ‘enquiry inte Indian
cricket.

"Somewhcre, soineone has to
speak up.” he said. "Someone
has to the truth to ensure
that cricket stays the institu-
tion we have known it to be,”

Indian captain Sachin
Tendulkar, who completed 10
‘years of international cricket
on Monday. and coach Kapil
Dev, refused to comment on the
latest ch ;

week tour of Australia next
week to play a three-Test series
and a one-day triangular

against Pakistan and
Australia.

Three years ago, former
Indian all-rounder Manoj

Prabhakar arcused an un-
named team-mate of noffering
him 25,000 dollars tn play
badly in a one-day match in Sri
Lanka in 1993.

But the BCCI's internal in-
quiry, condiicted by former
Indian chief justice Yashwant
Chandrachud, ebsojved the

The Indians leave for a 10-

Srinath drafted

“Players of an WIoONgaoing ai ;-
Prabhakar
the team-mate’s identity.

Leading Indian daily, the
Hindustan Times, reported that
mani' fans appeared to back
Sunil Dev's allegaticns.

"Not a few conversations at
the ageless stadium (Kotla) on
Tuesday focussed on the result
at Guwahati where India put
New Zealand to bat first, let the
visitors off the hook and then
made a hash of the chase to
stretch the competitive interest

into the game here," the paper'

said.

eclined to reveai’

Series decider today

fumble, ned be=n: restes for thi=
last three cne-dayers ahead of
the Australian tour.

But with key batsman Ajay
Jadeja nursing an injured
shoulder, Srinath was flown in

. from Bangalore to bolster the

hosts on a specific request from
Tendulkar. P =

Srinath is likely tn replace
either the erratic Ajit Agarkar
or rookie Thiru Kamaran, who
took one wicket on his debut in
the fourth one-dayer at
Guwahati last Sunday.

Jadeja's place may go lo
opening batsman Devang

TARGET GRAND SLAM! Indian skipper Sachin Tendul-
kar uses a tennis racquet during a practice session in New

Delhi yesterday.

It was no surprise that a few
tongues wagged too. even as
DDCA itsell wes relieved. even
uncomplaining, that the scrics
had remained alive."

India have pulled out pace
spearhead Javagal Srinath
from a well-deserved holiday to
plaE him in the series derider.

rinath, alongwith two
other: front-line hecwlers

Yenkatesh Prasad and Anil”

— AFP photo

Gandhi, who was not played in
the first four matches. With the
trusted pair of Tendulkar and
Saurav Ganguly taking the
opening slots, Gandhi will bat
in the middle-order. :

The Indians will be of
the small-sized Ferozeshah
Kotla ground. where they have
lost their last twe one-day in-
ternationals against Sri Lanka
anrd Australia.

BLOEMFONTEIN,
South Africa, Nov
The English
visitors Monday
beat a combined
Free State and
Griquas " XI by 153 runs,
notciiing up the second win of
their tour, rts AFP.

The win, after four days' pl
in the central city
Bloemfontein, showed a grea
improved performance by the

English. who play their first
Tes tntwuwl:c& ¥ =

of
tly

L

The home team started the

coach. a report said today, re-
ports AFP.

The Sydney Daily Telegraph
sald he will }:iuln tge
Zimbabwean team next month
to help guide it through its
home series against Sri iﬂ.l‘l.h‘ﬂ
and England.

"l would like to do it — they
have a lot of talent and their
cricket is in huge developmen-
tal stage. which is quite excit-
m,g:‘ Rackermann said. §

| would like to think I
a contribution to that.*

day at 15 without loss, needing
an

| 376 for victory and

E sh win appear a mere for-
mality.

But a summer thunderstorm,
which drove the players from
the field for 45 minutes, and a
stubborn fifth-wicket partner-

ship of 79 dela the E h
Ihrgwhﬂz yed ngHe

In the end the distractions
were not enough and the Free

State and Gri 8 Xl were
out for 222. “H’:.Jha =

far short of the visitors'

358-9 declared and 211-1 de-
clared. .

Three Free State and
Griquas XI second innings
wickets fell to left-arm spinner
Phil. Tufnell for 27. while

Darren Gough took two for five. -

Gough took four wickets
from the South African's first
innings.

The home side's troubles
were evident when first innin%s
stalwarts Martyn Gidley (11)

and Gerhardus Liebenberg (12)
were brushed out of the way by
and Gavin Hamilton re-
spectively and for just 33 runs.
Finley Brooker (56) and
Loots sman (40) took a
healthy number of runs, but
their s were not enough o
defeat the visitors.

SCOREBOARD

ENGLAND: First innings
358-9 dec (C Adams 84. A
Flintoff 65, G Hamilton 64 n.o.:
Bakkes 53-3)

FREE STATE/GRIQUAS XI:

First 194 (G Liebenberg
Qﬂ:ﬂa%

England record big win

ENGLAND: Second innings
211-1 dec (M Butcher 87 n.o.. M
Atherton Bl)

FREE STATE/GRIQUAS:
Second innings (overnight 15-0)
Liebenberg ¢ sub (Maddy)

b Hamilton 12
Gidley b Gough 11
Brooker b Vaughan - 5B
Bamard b Hamilton : 16
Van Wyk c Adams b Tufnell 21
Bosman Ibw M 40
Van der Wath ¢ Hamilton
b Tuinell 11
Bossenger b Gough 9
Bakkes c Stewart b Tufnell i
Roe not out 14
Vorster b Vaughan 18
Extras: (Ib-7: nb-5) 12

Total: (All out in 67.1 overs) 222

Fall of wickets: 1-20; 2-33; 3-
53: 4-83: 5-162: 6-166: 7-186: 8-
188; 9-189

Bowler : O M R W

19 5 2 2

Hamilton 14 2 39 2

Tufnell 7 6 27 3

e % 9% 2
Mulla

ltnn{uwnndmbrlua
runs.

Shhh ..., says
Saber

President of Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) Saber

Hossain Chowdhury ¥:sterday

urged the officials of Cricket
Committee of Dhaka
Metropolitan (CCDM) and
Cricketers Welfare Association
not to make any further public
comment on the on-going dis-
pute of players' tr er and the
starting of the Premier
Division Cricket League, re-
ports BSS.
The BCB
request to

president made the
both CCDM and
CWAB after his meeting with
the CWAB officials, led by its
president Minhazul Abedin yes-
terday evening.

Intervening in a bid to re-
solve the current impasse be-
tween CWAB and CCDM, he
said, "l have recommended a
‘cooling off period to prevent
further complications from de-
veloping.”

Saqglain

special

HOBART, Nov 16: Saqlain
Mushtaq is putting his faith in
whiat he calls God's gift to help
Pakistan square their cricket
Test series with Australia here
on Thursday, reports AFP,

- Saqlain dismissed Indian
star Sachin Tendulkar twice in
Test matches in India in
February with his wrong 'un
and now he has set his ts on
Steve Waugh and the
Australians.

Most leg-spinncrs have a
wrong ‘un in their repertoire but
until Saqlain hit the interna-
tional scene in 1995-96, it was
unthinkable that an off-spin-
ner could deliver a ball that
moved from leg to off to a right-
hander., '

Saqglain, 22, who flicks his
thumb and index finger across
the seam while keeping his
wrist action almost identical to
his stock off break, has revolu-
tionised his art with his
"doosra”.

"I call this a God-gifted ball,"
he said Tuesday.

"Sachin faced me three times
and | got him three times, two
times with that ball and an-
other time with my arm ball.

"The Urdu word for it is
doosra, first is off-spin and sec-
ond is 'doosra' bowl. It's the
same ‘%rlp but I just use my fin-
ger, ‘ihe same spinning finger
and my thumb,

‘It's God-gifted | think, 1
rﬁ;tkun God gave me a very great
gire.”

Saqlain's presence in the
Test squad is a gift for the
tourists who restored confi-
dence with an innings and 26-
run win over South Australia.

Like many spinners,
Saglain is handy with the bat,
often ﬂl!in% the role of night-
watchman for the tourists.

His highest Test score is 79
aﬁainsl Zimbabwe, when he
snared a world record 357-run
eighth wicket partnership with
captain Wasim Akram.

"Everybody teases me but I
always tell everybody I will
make' 100," Saqglain said.

. "That is my wish and ambi-
tion, to make a century in Test
cricket.”

Zim fans furious

over SA 'snub'

HARARE. Nov 16 (Internet
report): Zimbabwe sport fans
are furious over what they are
calling a snub by South Africa’s
cricket team for failing to at-
tend a benefit dinner in Harare
on Monday night in honour of
national Xl coach Dave
Houghton.

e SA players, they said.
were to have appeared at the
gala function on the eve of the
scheduled close of the five-day
Test between the southern
African neighbours, with skip-
per Hansie Cronje pencilled in
as the guest s er.

After winning the match by
an innings on the fourth day on
Sunday, the SA cricketers
changed their flight bookings
out of the country from Tuesday
to Monday.

But the premature finish was
no excuse, according to several
of the Egdsts who paid about
R250 a :

"They were committed to
coming Kere." said one.

"Hansie was supposed to
speak... The players were sup-
posed to sit at the tables with us.
That's why we came.”

Cricket goes

indoors
MELBOURNE," Nov 16:
Australia will play a historic

three-match one-day interna-
tional cricket series against
South Africa with the roof
closed at Melbourne's new
Colonial Stadium next year, it
was announced today, reports
AFP.

The matches on August 16,
18 and 20 will be the first inter-
national cricket matches held
indoors in Australia.

It also marks the first time
that international cricket
matches in Melbourne have
been at a venue other than the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Captain Steve Waugh said he
was looking forward to the se-
ries.
He said the atmosphere un-
der the closed roof would be
tremmendous. having played an
indoor match in Toronto sev-
eral years ago.

“It's really exciting, players

love being part of history and
this will an historic match
being the first indoors,” said

L ;

R

and Khulna yesterday.

Scene from the first day of the three-day National League cric

ket match between Dh
— Star photo

National League begins without top players

ﬂ.
The first National
Cricket e of
the three-day
format began yes-
M| terday withou
much gloss as the
national cricketers decided to
stay out of the competition to
push their demand of holding
the inter-club cricketers’
transfer in the current month.

Pakistani middle-order
Shaidulla Maksi scored the
first century of the league to
take Sylhet to a commanding

osition against hosts
hittagong at the local MA Aziz
Stadium.

Maksi, the right hander who
played in the First Division for
City Club last season, ham-
mered 173 as Sylhet, opting to
bat after winning the toss, were
309 for the loss of eight wickets
at stumps.

Maksi, who came to bat at
number four with Sylhet on 29
for two in the 13th over, staved
at the crease for more than four
hours and took the scoreboard
to 266 to help his side cross the
250 mark before he was bowled
by Chittagong's new-ball

r Alamgir. _

it his' 238-ball innings.

Maksi, who made a fourth-

wicket 107-run partnership

with Alok (39), hammered 21
boundaries.

Niaz was the most successfiil
Chittagong bowler finishing the
day with 3 for 61. :

At the Bangabandhu
National Stadium, hosts
Dhaka, after winning the toss
and deciding to bat, were all out
for 197 in 96.2 overs against
Khulna with middle-order
Rabir scoring est 56.

Manik contributed 47 runs
while left-arm national seamer

Bikash Rana, who went against
CWAB's decision and opted to

Ssemscs vomrma

-play in the league, added |5

runs.
Mahfuzur Rahman of
Khulna captured four wickets

Sports Reporter

while Jamal and
Khairuzzaman took two wick-
ets each.

Khulna will begin their first
innings today.

Away at the Rajshahi
Stadium, 'Barisal were bundled

out for 183 in 97.5 overs in the

face of some fired-up buwlin%
from Rajshahi’'s new-bal
bowler Saeed.

Saeed grabbed three for 21
from 10.5 overs while he was
equally supported by Tarek and
Sumon,
wickets.

Moin of Barisal topscored
with 44 while Faruque scored
31 runs.

Rajshahi will go for their
first inning this morning.

' SCOREBOARD

Dhaka v Khulna

(Venue:' Bangabandh
National Stadium) :

Dhaka 1st innings

Russell b Khairuzzaman 0
Sadek b Tushar 1
Simon lbw b Mahfuz 56
~Kabir b Jamal 19
Joy b Khairuzzaman 4
% "MRasel ¢ Biplab b Jamal 10
Manik ruth out 47
Jahangir Ibw b Mahfuz 8
Bikash Rana Ilbw b Mahfuz: 15
Riad b Mahfuz 1
Matin not out 6
Extras (b-12. 1b-3. nb-15) 30

Total ( all out in 96.2 overs) 197

Fall of wickets: 1/0, 2/15,
3/92.4/92.5/104, 6/110, 7/143,

8/169,9/171

Bowlers @) M R W
Khairuzzaman 11 3 16 2
Tushar 8 3 14 1
Shaheen 20 9 24 0
Jamal - 312 10 63 2
Azimul 5 0 20 0
Niaz 5 2 13 0
Mahfuz 15 7 27 4
Biplab 1 0 5 0

Sylhet v Chi

(Venue: MA Aziz Stadium,

o evenly shared four

Pakistan’s Maksi hits maxi ton

Chittagong)

Sylhet 1st innings

Hadi ¢ Artf b Mahtab 5
Raju ¢ Nafees b Mahtab 19
Rupak c Haris b Alamgir 4
Maksi b : 173
Alok ¢ Alamgir b Niaz 309
Babrul ¢ Mahbubul b Niaz 4
Golam e sub b Niaz 9
Joy batting 21
Taposh run out . 11
Tanhar batting 0
Extras { b-19, Ib-2. nb-2, w-1) 24

Total ( for 8 wkis in 94 overs) 309
Fall of wickets: 1/12, 2/29,
3/37, 4/144, 5/154, 6/194,

7/266, 8/296
Bowlers O M R W
Alamgir 11 4 M4 2
Mahtab I8 3 58 2
Fakhrul 1 O 8 0
Aftab 4 1 8 0
Monirul 2 3 T8 0
Niaz 232 2 .81 3
Jaheerul 54 0 33 0
Nafees 2 1 8 0
Barisal v R.thl
(Venue: Rajshahi Stadium)
Barisal 1Ist i .
S Rahman b Sumon 15
Ziaul b Tarek 16
.Monju ¢ Tomal b Sumon 4
Moin ¢ Tomal b Bi i Wil a4
>M Rahman Ilbw b Suia i
Faruque ¢ Rashed b 31
AKMS Islam ¢ Bidyut b Saeed 20
Manik run out 16
Rabi b Saeed 0]
RK Roy not out 10
AK Das b Saeed 6

Extras ( b-9, Ib-4, nb-7, w-1) 21
Total ( all out in 97.5 overs) 183

Fall of wickets: 1/37, 2/39,.
3/54.4/55,5/121.6/138, 7/157.

8/157,.9/175

Bowlers @ O M R W
Saeed 105 2 21 3
Etee 7 0 28 0
Ehtesham 3 1 4 0
Tarek 2 9 24 2
Sumon 31 12 446 2
Koel 1 0 8 0
Suja 12 6 16 1
Raja 2 1 3 0
Bidyut g 2 22 1

HOBART, Nov 16:
Pakistan's new-
ball pairing of
Wasim Akram
and Shoaib Akh-

helped by cold
Hobart. ¥

we just had
all over the p

{at the start of
m::gmnct}mnﬂtday. that
it very

tar and Austra-
lian  leg-spinner
Shane Warne have dismissed
niggling ailments and will play
in the pivotal second cricket
Test starting here on Thursday,
reports AFP,

Akhtar's ankle ligament
damage improved overnight
and even though he was still
li mpinlg while the tourists trav-
elled from Adelaide to Hobart
via ‘Melbourne Tuesday, he is

_regarded as a certain starter,

“Shoaib fielded on Sunda
(as 12th man against Snutg
Australia) and after that I used
a technique I have where the in-
ury becomes more sore for 24
ours but is then a lot better
than it originally was,” said
team physiotherapist Dale
Naylor. "He will play. believe
‘Akhtar was again reluctant
to discuss the injury Tuesday
but told a television crew in
Hobart: "I'm ectly alright.”

Akram suflered bad bruising
to Ris right little finger during a
fielding drill at Adelaide Oval
Monday and it was strapped
Tuesday.

However, it is not his bowl-
ing hand and even though the
problem will hinder his batting
and fielding, there is no way he
%rill miss such an important

est.

Warne has influenza that

should clear in the next 48
hours

“Aha}rurunéfreutamrﬂbz

fine.” Warne said late Tuesday.

His condition is not being
weather In

Meanwhile, Pakistan re-

vealed their side was hit by an
influenza
crashed to a 10-wicket defeat in
the first Test against last week.

epidemic when they

"We're over it now but we had

an epidemic.” Pakistan's phys-
lotherapist

Dale Naylor said.
the last Test match

Ega lying around

got off the plane in Perth
tour) and

"We

hard.

"But they're good now."
All-rounder Abdur Razzaq
bruised his lower back when he
dived across metal grates inside
the boundary in the match

R T
e

Erea =

ASIM AKRAM
against Queensland at Allan
Border Field two weeks a r.]:t,

He vated the problem at
the Gagg].-a

“He's got major bruising, I'm
not 'sure he'll be right,” Naylor
said.

Pakistan boosted their con-
fidence with victory by an in-

nings and 26 runs against
South Australia on Monday.

Bowlers put on brave faces

Both sides will train at
Ecllcﬂve[}vaandncsday.
to make
paceman Scott
12th man while the

Australia are likely
Queensland
Muller

tourists are looking at a dan-
gerous bowling attack of
Akram. Akhtar, Saglain
Mushtaq and either Wagqar
Younis or Mohammad Akram.

Wagar tock 4-61 in South
Australia's second innings of
250 on Monday, but there is a
feeling that Mohammad (0-50)
bowled just as well, if not better,
without luck.

—-Bengal beat Badda

From Our Correspondent

CALCUTTA, Nov
16. East Bengal
club overcame a
resilient Badda
Jagarani Sangsad
of Bangladesh wi-

‘th a 67th minute strike by
midfielder Saroj Das to begin
their campaign in the FFA
Shield at the Rabindra Sarovar

here today.
The goal infused some ex-

- citemment in a match that tended

to border on boredom. East
Bengal were without some of
their regulars like Suleh
Musah, Carlton Chapman and

Tushar Rakshit.

However, even then the
looked dominant in the mid-

field mainly due to the poor
dis la{ ut up by the Jagarani
midfielders. Even though Tan-
vir Choudhury played well he
lacked the support from his
fellow medios-- Abdullah Say-
eed and Deepankar Biswas,

The uneven surface troublec
the Jagarani players to a great
extent. However, that was not
the only cause for their down-
fall.

The Bangladesh side looked
inore set on individualistic ap-

roach. As a result, their si
alled to create even a 21-
portunity during the match.

the other hand, their
Titumir saved the clum
See page 14




