Canada-China
WTO deal soon

OTTAWA, Nov 16: Canadian
trade officials said yesterday
Canada is only weeks away -
from matching the break-
through US-China ent
on Beijing's bid to join the
World Trade Organisation, re-
ports Reuters.

Trade department s
man Andre Lemay said
was pleased by the deal reached
‘this weekend between US and
Chinese negotiators in Beijing
after marathon talks. China
muvest now reach market-

opening agreements with other

kes-

key trade powcrs i the WTO,
including Canada and the ]5-
nation Euro Union.,

"We think it is a positive de-

velopment, we think this is-
ood," Lemay said of the US-
hina deal. "We are also well
advanced in our negotiations
with China and we're actually
confident that we can reach a
conclusion before the Seattle
ministerial (meeting). So there
is a chance betore the end
of the month that Canada and
China can reach an ment."
The EU has responded more
cautiously to the breakthrough,
saying it is unlikely that China
could enter the before a
new round of global trade talks
set to be launched at a WTO
conference in Seattle starti
on November 30. Unite
Nations Sec General Kofi
Annan on Monday urged the EU
and Canada to expedite their
negotiations with China.

France. Britain
"very close' i0
beef deal: EU

BRUSSELS, Nov 16; France
and Britain are ' close” to
an agreement over British beef
exports which continue to be
banned in France, a spokes-
woman for EU Health and
Consumer Protection Commi--
ssioner David Byrne said
yesterday, reports AFP.

The comment came immedi-
ately after a 10-minute face-to-
face meeting between farm min-
isters Jean Glavany of France
and Nick Brown of Britain,
which itself had followed a
meeting of EU, French and
British technical experts on the
issue.

Relations between the two
EU countries have been increas-
ingly straincd over t weeks
because of 'aris’ refusal to It
an embargo on British beef over
fears that it could still be con-
taminated with mad cow dis-
ease despite EU scientific advice
to the contrary.

The EU-wide ban was or-
dered lifted In August when EU
:xﬁlcrlsjudgcd that Eritain had
taken adequate measiires to re-
duce the risk of contamination
from mad cow disease — or
bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy (BSE).

BSE has been linked to a
human variant, Creutzfeldt
Jakob Disease, a brain-wasting
iliness that has officially
claimed 47 lives in Britain.

SAK's Sourcing
Director visits
Bangladesh

Wilson Zhu, Director of

Sourcing and Production of

SAK's Incorporated, has visited
Bangladesh recently at the ini-
Uative of Associated Merchan-
dising Corporation (AMC). says
a press release.

During his stay, he met BG-
MEA leaders and top textile and
apparel manufacturers and ex-
porters to review and identify
the opportunities for gearing up
the garments and apparels ex-
port business. He was the first
senior management person
from SAK's Inc to visit
Bangladesh.

SAK's Incorporated is the
4th largest department store in
USA, which have 367 stores in-
cluding SAK's Fifth Avenue,
Carson Pirie Scott, McRae's,
Proffitt's, Herberger's, Parisian
and Younkers. Its yearly
turnover is USS 6 billion.

Zhu opined that Bangladesh
has a huge potential to develop
business with SAK's.

Bangladesh is a wonderful
country and there is no doubt
that this is the land of opportu-
nities, it said quoting Zhu.

He suggestéd that en-
trepreneurs more strong in
merchandising and marketing
to uphold the country's im
abroad and get ready fo face
challenge of the new millen-
nium.

He emphasised on vendor's
creativity to lead the direction
of\ newiness and meet world re-
quirements.

It is expected that Zhu's trip

will result in furtherance of ex-
port orders o

. welcome by business

Despite the acéeptanc; and
es
and human rights groups, the
American labour unions and

sharply criticised the US-China
deal on Beijing's entry into the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO), according to agencies.

The agreement offers the
prospect of billions of dollars in
increased overseas sales for
American manufacturers,
farmers and high-tech indus-
tries, But labour unions said
they would fight the deal in
Co as a job-killer.

After being criticised by
business leaders for walking
away from an April trade
agreement with China, US
president Bill Clinton moved in
recent weeks to restart the
stalled talks through lg::runna]
phone calls to Chinese President
Jiang Zemin, who gave the go-
ahead a week ago for Clinton to

textile manufacturers have

send a high-level bargaining
team to Beijing."

This is a good ment for
China, for America and for the
world,” an elated Clinton told
reporters Monday at a news
conference in Ankara, Turkey.

In exchange for Beijing's
agreement to slash tariffs and
other trade barriers that now
keep US products away from
China's 1.3 billion consumers,
the United States will support
China's membership in the
World Trade Organisation, the
135-member Geneva-based or-

anization that sets the rules
or global trade,

For the United States to re-
ceive the market-opening bene-
fits of the agreement, Congress
must vote to grant China per-
manent normal tradln% rela-
tions with the United States,
ending the annual congressional
vote on tariff rates for Chinese
imports.
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Fear of losing thousands of jobs, billions of dollars |

The American negotiating
team, led by US Trade Repre-
sentative Charlene Barshefsky
and by Gene Sperling, Clinton's
chief economic adviser, insisted
they had struck a deal that
would result in significant gains
for American exporters while re-
tainin% gmttctiuns for threat-
ened industries such as
textiles.

For China, the fear is that
the removal of protective trade
barriers in manufacturing and
agriculture will throw millions
out of work, adding to social
unrest in the country.

An AFP report says: US tex-
tile manufacturers yesterday
sharply criticised a US-China
accord on Beijing’'s admission to
the WTO, warning it would cost
them thousands of jobs and bil-
lions of dollars.

For them, an agreement by
Washington to eliminate quanti-
tative quotas on Chinese textile

'US labour unions, textile
producers blast WTO deal

!

and apparel imports By 2005
— rather than 2010 as the
United States had initially

‘wanted — will be devastating,

"Agreeing to China's de-
mands for a five-year phase-out
will cost the United States some
150,000 fiber, textile and ap-
parel jobs and lost US produc-
tion in the billions of dollars,”
sald Douglas Ellis, president of
the American Textile Manufac-
turers Institute,

"China is the one country
that is least deserving of the
preferential quota treatment
that the agreement
he added, c a:%ng that Beijin
illegally transships to the U
market — via third countries —
five billion dollars worth of tex-
tiles and clothing every year.

Ellis was also unimpressed
with the provision of a special
four-year "anti-surge safeguard
mechanism",

provides,”.
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US negotiator Gene Sperling (L) and Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky address
the media in frent of a Hong Kong skyline backdrop with the Bank of China building.
Sperling and Barshefsky are on a stopover here from Beijing on there way back to

Washington following
(WTO).
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Final year university students read recruitment guides at a job fair held by the
metropolitan government Tuesday in Tokyo.
March, will attend the two-day meeting to look

Labour Ministry and the Tokyo
More than ten thousand students, graduating from their schools next
for jobs with some 390 companies, officials said,

— AFP photo

TOKYO, Nov 16: Private de-
mand remains at a standstill
and personal incomes are still
falling, but buoyant overseas
demand is helping to boost ex-
ports and industrial produc-
tion, Japan's Economic
Planning Agency said Tuesday,
says AP.

In its monthly report for
November, the EPA repeated its
overall assessment that the
economy continues to recover
only "modestly,” largely due to
the help of government policies.

But the rcmve?' enjoyed b
Asian economies {s giving ad-
ditional support by underpin-
nh;ﬁ strong external demand, it
said.

Industrial production con-

tinues to recover, rising by a
healthy 3.9 per cent in the July-
September quarter over the
previous period, the agency
said. Although it is forecast to
fall by 0.9 per cent on the
month in October, it is expected
to rebound by 3.8 per cent in
November, the agency said.
Despite the stronger yen, the
agency upgraded its assessment
of exports to "rising," from
‘modestly rising” last month,
due to booming demand from
Asia thanks to the economic re-
covery in that region,
Although the yen value of
exports fell, in overall volume
rts rose by 5.0 per cent and
6.2 per cent in August and
September compared to a year

Economic Planning Agency report

Japanese economy still on
-modest recovery path

earlier.
The agency said imports are
also continuing to rise "moder-

atellay."

ut the agency retained its
severe assessment of private
consumption and capital
spending, both of which it ac-
knowledged are crucial for an
autonomous recovery.

The agency's ?ﬂHSEhG]d
spending date showed real con-
sumption fallin%i.ﬂ per cent on
year in September, while retail
sales slip by 2.0 per cent.

Overall capital investment
fell a real 3.0 per cent on year in
the April-June period and is ex-
pected to fall by a real 9.2 per
cent during the Ju]y-SeptemEer
period. the report said.
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Manila trade

surplus swells
to $1.1b

MANILA, Nov 16: The Phili-
pine trade surplus swelled to
51.1 billion in September.from
8332 million a year earlier
because of extraordinarily
strong export growth and
slowing imports, officials said
Tuesday, Reports AP.

[n the first nine months of
the year, the country enjoyed a
trade surplus of $2.4 hil[linn fol-
lowing a deficit of $962 million
the previous year.

Philippine central bank
Governor Rafael Buenaventura
said the favourable September
trade figures should help boost
the peso in the coming months.

"It should clearly prove that
the peso should be stronger.”
Buenaventura said.

Exports sur;iged 32.6 per cent
in September Irom a year ear-
lier to $3.693 billion, while
imports grew only 3.8 per cent
to $ 2.548 billion, extending a
trend of slower import growth,

L

BIA workshop
on liability
Insurance
Nov 20

A workshop on ‘liability in-
surance' will be held at the
Bangladesh Insurance Academy
Bhaban in the city on
November 20, says a press re-
lease. by th 3 i

Orﬁanise e academy, the
workshop is expected to be in-
augurated by Commerce
Secretary and Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the
Insurance Academy Syed
Alamgir F Chﬂ_wdhu%

K M Mortuza I, ACIIL
Director of Bangladesh
Insurance Academ{j arid-ul-
[slamn, Managing Director of
Nitol Insurance Co Ltd. and
Mahbubuzaman, ACII, Asstt.
Vice President of National
Bank Ltd, will present articles
in the workshop.

Hashmat Ali, FCII,
Managing Director of Prime
Insurance Co Ltd and Dr
Mizanur Rahman, Chairman of
the Dept of Law of Dhaka
University. wiil talk on ‘he pa-

pers.

Miyazawa backs

Mr. Yen for
top IMF post

TOKYO, Nov 16: Eisuke
Sakakibara, a former Japanese
finance ministry official
known as Mr. Yen, Tuesday
emerged as a possible candidate
to succeed the nut%‘?ling
International Monetary n
director, says AP.

Finance Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa said that Saka-
kibara, former vice finance
minister for International
affairs, would be a "good can-
didate” for the next head of the
Washington-based interna-
tional lending organisation.

Although it seems the
Europeans have be search-
ing for candidates for the next
managing director of the+IMF,
it's not unnatural for an Asian
to take that position,”
Miyazawa said at a regular
news conference.

The IMF's current managing
director, Michel Camdessus,
announced earlier this month
that he would step down in
February. -

Sakakibara, who earned the
nickname for the power he
wielded over Japan's currency,
resigned in July and now

teaches international eco-
nomics at a private university
in Japan.

Sakakibara, who has not
announced his intention to
compete for the post, was not
reachable for comment.

the new deal on China's entry into the World Trade Organization

— AFP photo

Clinton seeks to sell
deal to Americans

ANKARA, Nov 16: US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton said yesterday
a market-o deal between
the United States and China
could be a boon for American
businesses and he hoped it
would lead soon to China join-
ing the World Trade Organisa-
tion, reports Reuters.

Clinton and his White House
team, here on a 10-day eastern
Mediterranean trip, quickly be-
gan trying to sell the deal to the
American people.

They said the agreement
would g China into a rule-
based system and grant more
access to relatively closed Chi-
nese markets to sectors like US
banks, Hollywood movies, In-
ternet access, satellites and
auto financing.

The deal includes provisions
lo protect against import surges
and. dumping of Chinese prod-
ucts on the US market. China's
trade surplus with the United
States has been running at
about $60 billion a year.

‘In opening the economy of
China, the agreement will cre-
ate unprecedented opportunities
for American farmers, workers
and companies to compete
successfully in China's market,
while bringin increased
prosperity to the people of
China,"” Clinton said.

Clinton heard d a visit
to Turkey that his trade team,
at last-ditch talks in Beijing,
and finally reached an elusive
deal paving the way for China's

entry into the WTO, which sets
world trade rules.

Clinton, who had almost
reached a deal with China last
April only to see it stalled by
NATO's bombing of the Chinese
emb in Belgrade on May 7,
called the accord "a profoundly
important step in the relation-
ship between the United States
and China."

I think that all of us benefit
when the most populous nation
in the world is now going to be
part of a rule-based system that
will bring shared prosperity,"
he told a news conference.

Berger said Congress will not
vote on the WTO deal unless it
requires changes in US law. He
saild Congress would have the
chance to express itself on the
subject when Clinton early next
year submits legislation that
would grant China permanernt
normal trade status.

Many conservative Republi-
cans are sceptical of China due
to its tensions with Taiwan and
suppression of dissent, Conser-
vatives also have fears of a new
arms race with Beifing. |

"I believe that when congress
has an ancnrtunjty to study the
terms of this, recognise the
tremendous benefits to Ameri-
can industry and American
workers around the country
and the protections that we ob-
tained for import-sensitive in-
dustries in this agreement, that
there will be broad support for
it,"” Berger said.
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Programme Manager

EDI Chief Executive Officer Mridul
Anthony

e

Kanti Biswas. JOBS
Dalgleish and

—y

Communications and Training Manager Syed Latif
Hossain are seen with the participants of the training
programme on 'Basic Business Management, Marketing

and Bank Loan Application Procedures'.

— JOBS photo

a new

WASHINGTON, Nov 16: The
United States might be experi-
encing an economic boom but
millions of US citizens are not
seeing any of its benefits, ac-
cording to the newly-published
book "America Needs Human
Rights,” reports IPS.

Co-editor of the publication,
Peter Rosset, says the US gov-
ernment — which criticises
other nations for their human
rights records — needs to exam-
ine its own violations of "eco-
nomic human rights" to food
and shelter.

"The time has come to take a
hard look at our human rights
record right here at home," says

Institute for Food and Develop-
ment policy. a Californian-
based organisation also known
as "Focd t."

Com with other indus-
triali nations, the United
States has one of the worst

and hunger rates, the

k says. "Despite positive
media reports that praise the
stock-market bubble, hunger
affects an estimated 36 million
US citizens-of whom at least 14
‘million are children.”

chapter with & Inc.

The number of people who

Rosset, executive director of the

cannot afford enough food in
the United States grew by 50
cent between 1985 an lﬂgg
from twenty million to 30 mil-
lion- or 12 per cent of the popu-
lation, says the book co-edited
by Anuradha Mittal, who also
works at Food First.

By 1995, the number was es-
timated at almost 35 million.

"This h is not caused
shortage of food but rather by
political and economic factors
which result in unfair distribu-
tion and access.” the authors
say.

According to federal census
data, one in every five children
under the age of five lives in
poverty, the highest rate amon
industrialised countries. An
the gap between rich and poor
in this country is quickly ap-
Elf-tt;achmg its worst point in

years and is the largest gap
among industrialised nations.

About 44 million in the
United States go without health
insurance while about seven
million are homeless.

‘It is a systematic and
widespread violation of inter-
national human rights stan-
dards for so many to go without,
amid so much plenty," the book

says.

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, while not
legally binding, includes the
right to a standard of living ad-
equate for the health and well-
I;i-elng of oneself and one's fam-
ily.

While this does not mean
that governments must feed and
house everyone, it does assure,
says Rosset, that through policy
those rights are not denied.

But, the Institute's new pub-
lication says US policy has di-
rectly denied these rights to
millions of people in the United
States, despite the economic
boom.

US citizens are hungry "be-
cause they are poor and cannol
afford adequate food. the result
of lnngJi:_r:l;:]n declines in the real
waggs of the ave worker and
cutbacks in sﬁ%ﬁal welfare
sp:ndtn%i“ according to
"America s Human Rights."

Last week., Food First and’

the Washington-based Institute
for policy studies organised a

delegation of celebrities and.

several members of congress to

EID on a two-day "Economic
uman Rights Bus Tour” in the

southern state of Georgia.

Tour participants. including
Representatives Cvnthia
Mekinney of Georgia, Luis
Gutierrez from Illinois and ac-
tor Danny Glover, called for an
increase in the minimum wage
and more federal funding for
education, health care and
child care.

~ One of the reasons Georgia
was picked was that it has a
high poverty rate, with an esti-
mated 9. 7 percentage of house-
holds having "uncertain access
to food," accocding to Rosset.

According "America Needs

'Human Rights," the primary

reason for growing poverty
rates is declining wages, despite
falling unemployment figures.
Official statistics count people
as employed if they hnl-:%can
{;:h-whether for 10 hours or 4
ours a week, and whether pay-
Ing seven or 70 dollars an hour.
"That is misleading.” says
the book. "because many need
full-time jobs but can't find
them and many are unable to
support themselves and their
families on the low wages they
earn.”
In 1996, four million work-
ers were employed part-time,
they wanted to work full-time

US boom fails to bring desired I

benefits for all

but could not find such jobs, ac-
cording to the Institute. Nearl

ten million more worked full-
time year-round for less than
seven dollars an hour.

"These two groups of work-
ers, all counted as employed,
did not earn a sufficient income
to house and feed a family of
four." The book observes.

Cuts in spending on soclal
welfare spending have also par-
alleled increases in poverty
rates.

In 1996 President Bill
Clinton signed the welfare re-
form bill, which cut 54 billion
dollars and eliminated the Aid
to Families with Dependent
Children programme that pro-
vided monthly cash benefits to
12.8 million people. More than
half of the cuts in welfare came
from food stamps, which enable
Feggle with low-incomes to buy

0

In 1997, the first year of cut-
backs in benefits, a survey by
the US Conference of Mayors
found an additional sixteen per
cent increase in the amount of
people who could not afford
enough food to eal.

In a way, says the book, US
officials have admitted that

domestic ﬁmlicy violates inter-
national human rights stan-
dards.

At the 1996 World Food

Summit in Rome. for example,
the head of the US delegation,
Melinda Kimble, said that the
United States could not su rt
language around the right to
f in the Summit's Plan of
Action because the new welfare
reform law would then be in vi-
olation of international law.

S0, where are the funds that
were previously spent on wej-
fare and food stamp programme
that could help the United
States meet the goals of the
summit's Plan of Action, asks
"America Needs Human Rights."

The majority of federal dis-
cretionary spending over the
next decade, that does not go to
mandatory programmes like
social security or to interest on
the debt, will go to the
Peniagon, according to the in-
stitute.

While decreasing welfare
benefits, the 1999 federal budget
proposed by the Clinton admin-

Istration included a 112 billion

increase for the military over a
:.'dx year period.

Three-day JOBS
training ends

A threc-da{‘ training pro-
gramme on Basic Business
Management, Marketing and
Bank Loan Application Pro-
cedures’ organised by Ente-
rgnse Development Initiative
(EDI}, a privately-owned small
and micro-enterprise deve-
lopment and promotion urga-
nisation, ended on Saturday.
says a press release.

The programme was spon
sored by Job Opportunities and
Business Support (JOBS). a pro-

ject of USAID.

The objective of organising
the training programme is to
increase competence of small
and medium enterprise-owners
so that they can sustain and de-
velop their business ventures.

e training was attended by
officials from different small,
medium and micro enterprises
of food. interior decoration,
electrical and electronic
equipment, computer acces-
sories, garments accessories,
tour operator, pharmaceuticals,
etc.

Anthony Dalgleish, JOBS

Programme Manager, dis-
tributed certificates among the
parficipants and briefed the

participants about future JOBS
plans.



