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Islamic scholar
appointed to Pak

advisory council

ISLAMABAD, Nov 16
Pakistan's military
General Pervez Musharral to-
ﬂﬂﬁ added a Emmlncnt Islamic
sC

holar to his top advisory
council, reports AFP.
The ational Security

Council, which now has eight

members including Musharraf

himself, is intended to advise
the general on Eoliqr.

ehmood Ghazi, a judge and
religious scholar, was sworn in
by President Muhammad Rafiq
Tarar in a simple ceremony at

the presidenti ace,
hazi, a jludg: on the Sharia,
or Islamic daw, bench of the

Supreme Court. said his ap-
{)ointtm:nt signalled the mlﬁ-
ary regime wanted to imple-
ment Islam in everyday life.

He said the government
would make Pakistan a pro-
gressive [slamic welfare state.

“This will be our desire that
Pakistan may serve as a model
in the Islamic world,” he told
the official Associated Press of
Pakistan.

The council now has five
civilian members as well as the
heads of the navy and air force,
and is led by Musharraf, who
was head of the army before he
seized power in a coup last
month.

Musharraf has also set up a
10-strong cabinet of tech-
nocrats to formulate policy.

Strike paralyses
life in
Kathmandu

KATHMANDU, Nov 16:
Police detained at least 150
supporters of a communist
party who were enforcing a gen-
eral strike on Tuesday to
protest increase in fuel prices,
organisers said, reports AP.

The Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party of Nepal, the
second largest leftist up in
Nepal, called for the strike in
Katmandu Valley to protest the

overnment's decision to hike
iesel and Kerosene prices last
month. :

The party's central commit-
tee member Yamlal Kadel said
at least 150 of their supporters
were arrested by police while
taking out demonstrations in
Katmandu.

Police even forced into our
office and arrested some of our
BUJJpnrterE.“ Kadel said. Police
did not comment on the report.

Schools and businesses re-
mained closed in Kathmandu,
the Nepalese capital and most
vehicles and public transport
remained off the road.
Government offices, however,
were oper.

'Human error
caused Tokaimura

- N-disaster'

VIENNA, Nov 16: Japan's
worst nuclear accident was
caused by a combination of
human error and- serious
breaches of safety principles
but did not result in major ra-
dioactive contamination, the
International Atomic Ener

ency said Monday, re 5
ﬁ% cy y. repo

The agency's conclusions
were contained in a prelimi-
nary report on the September
30 auclear accident at
Tokaimura that left three
Japanese nuclear plant workers
severely injured and at least 66
other people sed to signifi-
cant radiation from the uncon-
trolled chain reaction accident.
Thousands of people were
forced indoors or evacuated.

The reaction was not
brought under control for 17
hours, but radiation levels
away from the plant building
remained extremely small —
si ﬂcané'ldv lower than origi-
nally feared. .
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TOKYO, Nov 16 : Indonesian
President Abdurrahman Wahid
said today he plans to have a
referendum on the future status
of the turmoil-struck province
of Aceh in seven months, re-
ports AFP.

"In general, the plan now is
to have the referendum in Aceh
six months after the ending of
the current situation and that
will take one month." he told a
news conference.

“So all in all ({the referendum
will be held) seven months from
now,” the president said, adding
that it was important to allow
the people of Aceh to express
their own beliefs.

Demands for self-determi-
nation in Aceh have mounted
since the fall of former presi-
dent Suharto who ruled with an
iron fist for 32 years until he
resigned in May last year.

ut whether the referendum
would be on independence or
some form of autonomy was
uncertain.

"As for the referendum of
Aceh, | think that you know the
decision on the of referen-
dum will have to wait for the ...
people themselves, not the gov-
ernment,” said Wahid at the end

in 7 months: Wahid

of a two-day visit to Japan.

Aceh, a staunchly Muslim
region of some four million
people, has been wracked by vi-
olence involving soldiers, civil-
lans, and separatist rebels in
the past months.

e discontent has led to the
rising calls for a referendum
and some one. million people
held a massive rally in the
Acehnese capital of Banda Aceh
last week to press for an self-de-
termination ballot.

But "despite all the protests,
the statements made on the in-
ternational press, 1 don't care
about that because they don't
have any voice in Aceh.” said
Wabhid.

While the media said two
million people demonstrated,
in fact there were only 500,000,
the president said, and some
were "induced by fear to endorse
the idea of the referendum.

"This is mad. How can you
establish democracy by being
undemocratic?"

Aceh referendum activist
Muhammad Nazar this week re-
jected three options for a refer-
endum put forward by Wahid --
total autonomy, a three to one
share of local revenues or a spe-

cial status.

The option of independence
was imperative and could not be
bargained away, he said.

ndonesian soldiers have
been accused of widespread hu-
man rights violations during a
decade of harsh anti-rebel mili-
tary operations in the province
that ended last g':ar.

Aceh rebels want

independence, not

referendum

The separatist movement in
the restive Indonesian province
of Aceh said today it wanted in-
dependence not a referendum
offered by Indonesian President
Abdurrahman Wahid.

"Rﬁgrendl,;m is alimt our busi-
ness. Our on oal is inde -
dence” Abu Hicﬁ. a spukcsriﬂ
for the Free Aceh Movement
(GAM) told AFP by phone from
Pidie district's main town of
Sigli.

"We don't believe in the gov-
ernment of Java. We don't want
to deal with them.” Hadi said,

* commenting on a statement by

Wahid in Tokyo earlier Tuesday
saying he hoped to hold a self-
determination vote in Aceh in
seven months,

the country.

Sri Lanka President Chandrika Kumaratu
yesterday shortly after handing
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i nga {2115] L) is mobbed by supporters in Colombo
_ . + in her nominations to contest the December 21
presidential elections. Kumaratunga said she was seeking re-election to establish peace in

— AFP photo

Malaysian opposition to
file lawsuit to halt polls

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 : A
Malaysian oppostion party said
today it would file a lawsuit to
try to halt the November 29
election in protest at the exclu-
sion of some 680,000 new elec-
tors, reports AFP.

Lim Kit Siang, secretary gen-
eral of the Democratic Action
Party (DAP). told AFP the suit
would be filed Wednesday
against the Election Commi-
ssion for denying the rights of
the new voters.

The plaintiff will be K.S.
Jomo, an economics professor
at University Malaya, who is
one of the new voters, Lim said.

“It is unconstitutional to
deny the 680,000 ple the
right to vote and the election
Commission must postponed
the elections until the new vot-
ers are registered.” he said.

"The general election is once
in five years. The commission

should have taken pains to en-
sure that these new voters can
exercise their rights."

In a statement he des::rihed.

the exclusion of the voters as
not only "a blot and shame” but
also unlawful and unconstitu-
tional.

The electors registered in
April or May, most of them af-
;elr reaching the voting age of

But the Election Commi-
ssion says it will not be able to
check and process the names to
include them on the electoral
rell till next January.

Bcggpnsitinn parties have ac-
cu Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad of calling a sna
election this month to exclude
the mainlﬁeynung voters, pre-
sumed to be more radical than
their elders. He has denied the
charge.

New case against
Union Carbide over
Bhopal disaster

NEW DELHI, Nov 16 :
Survivors of the 1984 Bhopal
gas disaster in India today wel-
comed a class-action lawsuit
filed in US Federal Court
against Union Carbide Corp,
reports AFP.

The lawsuit, filed on

Monday, claims Union Carbide

and its former top officer vio-
lated internatienal law and
{iuman rights in the gas disas-
er.

It also seeks unspecified
damages and wants the
Manhattan Federal Court to
take back control of litigation
which was moved to India in
1986 for jurisidictional rea-
sOns.

"We welcome the develop-
ment," Alck Pratap Singﬂ.
lcader of a pressure group of
survivnrs and relatives of the
disaster's victims, told AFP by
telephone from the central
Indian city of Bhopal.

COLOMBO, Nov 16 : Gunmen
opened fire at an opposition of-
fice in the Sri Lankan capital
today shortly before a record 13
candidates signed up for next
month's presidential elections
with pleas for a peaceful vote,
reports AFP,

The attackers wounded three
activists at a branch of the op-

sition United National Party’
UNP), a short distance away
from the tightly-guarded
Election Commissioner's office
where nominations were
handed in, police said.

"Forty two rounds were fired
at our office." UNP legislator
Ravi Karunanayake said, while
accusing the ruling People's
Alliance (PA) of carrying out
the pre-dawn attack.

Elections chief T.M.
Dassanayake urged candidates

to back efforts to ensure peace-
ful polling. "I seek the coopera-
tion of all parties to conduct the
election successfully.” Dassa-
nayake said.

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga, who is seeking
re-election on a PA ticket, also
called for PCEEE as did by her
main rival, Ranil Wickreme-
ﬂinghe who leads the UNP.

We want to complete the
work we have started... we want
to establish peace,” Kuma-
ratunga said after handing in
her nomination papers. "We ask

everyone (o support the
government to hold a peaceful
election.”

Wickremesinghe expressed
confidence of winning the
December 21 poll and de-
manded the government ensure
it was conducted without vio-

Lankan presidential race
off to violent start

lence.

"On the 21st of December |
will take this country to the
21st century.” Wickremesinghe
said. "We have seen enough is
violence. It is time to say
enough is enough. We appeal to
all for a peaceful election.”

Wickremesinghe's posters
and huge cardboard cut-outs
were defaced and torm down and
many of his supporters threat-
ened while decorating streets
with the green flags of the UNP,
party aclivists said.

A government minister,
Alavi Moulana, said his sup-

rters too had been beaten up

y opposition supporters over
the weekend.

Heavily armed police
guarded the elections office
while the main approach roads

to the venue were closed to traffic.

Afgha}n attackers armed with sticks and stones heading towards the former United States
building in Kabul during a protest rally against United Nations sanctions on Sunday.
Taliban troops fired in the air as crowd stoned UN offices and US embassy in protest at UN

sanctions.

— AFP photo

Ex-SS officer ‘Eets life term: A

military tribunal in the no

ern Italian city of Turin on

Monday sentenced a 90-year-old former German SS officer to
life in prison for war crimes, reports AFP. '
Siegfried Engel. who lives in the northern German city of

Hamburg, was tried in absentia.

He was accused of responsibility for the unlawful killing of
&anisana and _neolltical prisoners in northern Italy during
e

orld War II.
the execution of 14

rosecution said E;:]g:l was responsible for
partisans captu

in April 1 . and the

massacre of 59 political prisoners in May, 1944.

Thai FM to v

Thailand's Foreign Minister S

isit Myanmar:

urin Pitsuwan said Tuesday he

would visit Myanmar within a week to try to soothe strained
relations before the ASEAN summit in Manila, AFP reports

from Bangkok.

"l have confirmed with the M
go to Myanmar and it is likely that it will be before

definitely

ambassador that I will

November 25." he told reporters. Surin hinted that Thailand

would ask milita
checkpoints clam

in Bangkok on October 1.

rulers in Yangon to reopen border
shut after a siege at Myanmar's embassy

Cong, White House reach
deal on paying UN dues

WASHINGTON, Nov 16 : The
US Congress and the White
House on Monday reached a
"tentative agrecment” on afring
more than one billion cﬁ:] ars
in back dues to the United
Nations, reports AFP.

But the deal could force
President Bill Clinton into
making a difficult compromise
on abortion.

US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright announced
the agreement Monday while
accompanying Clinton on a
visil to Turkey.

The United States is the
largest contributor to the
United Nations but also its
largest debtor, owing 1.7 billion
dollars, according to UN fig-
ures. Washington puts the
amount at closer to one billion
dollars.

Albright cautioned that: at
this point "final agreement has

not yet been reached.”

"It is essential that fully ad-
equate provisions be included
for international debt relief,
and that the payment of our UN
obligations not be subjected to
unreasonable conditions," she
said.

The deal, agreed to late
Sunday and still being hashed
out. would resolve a long-stand-
ing impasse over UN funding of
international groups that pro-
vide abortions or lobby for
abortion rights.

While Clinton supports
abortion programs, Repub-
licans in Congress over-
whelmingly oppgpse them.

In Congre®s, Republican
Representative Richard Armey
cautioned that "nothing is set-
tled.” The Republicans continue
to review the matter, he said.

Democrats in Congress were

also wary about any agreement.

UN team in Kabul
to seek safety
pledges

KABUL, Nov 16 : A senior
United Nations delegation ar-
rived in Kabul teday to secure
safety guaranteces from the rul-
ing Taliban regime after attacks
on the organisation's offices in
several days of demonstrations,
reports AFP.

Erick de Mul, UN coordina-
tor for Afghanistan. said he
would meet senior figures in the
Taliban, the Islamic fundamen-
talists who control most of the
country.

"I have come to establish
contacts with the authorities,”
he tcld AFP at Kabul airport.

"We hope that things will
calm down now,"” he said, before
he was driven away, escorted by
armed Taliban soldiers.

Several UN buildings across
Afghanistan have been pelted
with stones and one office in
Fahar. in the south, was
torched by angry crowds on
Monday.

Thousands of protestors
have been demonstratin
against UN sanctions impos
on Sunday because the Taliban
refused to band over indicted
terrorist Osama bin Laden.

Strike cripples
Tripura

GUWAHATI, India, Nov 16 :
A strike to protest the massacre
of 18 people by suspected tribal
guerrillas crippled the far-east-
ern Indian state of Tripura to-
day, reports AFP.

The shutdown was called by
both Tripura's ruling Comm-
unist Party of India-Marxist
(CPI-M) as well as the oppo-
sition following the killings on
Sunday. '

A police spokesman in the
state capital Agartala told AFP
by telephone that all shops,
businesses, schools and finan-
cial establishments remained
closed, with no traffic on the
roads.

"The strike is total, and it's
as if Tripura were cut off from
the rest of India." the
spokesman said.

Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Sarkar told AFP that
the state authorities needed
more federal help in dealing
with separatist insurgents in
the region.
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An Indian schoolgirl displays a placard during an anti-

foeticide demnnstratiun at New Delhi's India Gate

yesterday.

— AFP photo

Russia accuses West of
hypocrisy over Chechnya

LONDON, Nov 16 : Russian
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov
warned in an article published
today that pressure from the
West over Moscow's war in the
breakaway republic of
Chechnya could undermine this
week’'s OSCE summit in
[stanbul, reports AFP.

"In the light of the campaign
launched in the NATO states,
people in Moscow are startin
to doubt whether NATO is really
prepared to comply with the
documents that are to be signed
in Istanbul,” Ivanov said in an
opinion piece published in the
Financial Times,

The summit Thursday and
Friday of the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe is due to examine a new
security charter for the 2l1st
century and sign a revised ver-
sion of the Conventional Forces
in Europe treaty.

But the issue of Chechnya.
where Moscow Las been waging
a bloody military campaign
since September aimed at wip-
ing out Islamic rebels, Is ex-

cted to dominate much of the
summit debate.

"If some of our partners are
not prepared to take into ac-
count Russia's opinion on those
problems that are of vital im-
portance to us, then perhaps it
would be better to take onc's
time and wait, as we say in
Russia, for better times.” be
wrote.

Ivanov accused NATO states
of using Russia's attempts to sti-
fle "terrorists” in Chechnya ta
artificially inflame the atmo-
sphere surrouding the Istanbul
summit.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin also lashed oul at the
West on Monday.

Protestants back compromise
to implement peace deal

BELFAST, Nov 16 : David
Trimble. leader of Northern
Ireland's main Protestant
party. today urged still-scep!i-
cal party members to back a
compromise to implement the
peace deal. s AFP.

In a public statement, he
said "there is now a chance to
create a genuine partnership
between unionists and nation-
alists in a 'novel’ form of gov-
ernment.”

Trimble. who leads the
Ulster Unionists (UUP), said the
way was clear for establishing a
devolved government if the
Irish Republican Army ap-
points an interlocutor to dis-
cuss disarmament and., with
sSinn Fein, publicly renounces
violence.

‘I, In our view, a genuine
and meaningful response is
forthcoming to bﬁwonday's
statement from the Indepen-
dent International Commi-

reccﬂlmcd the rival Iris

tionalist parties’ right to pursue
their objective of a united
Ireland by

ssion on Decommissioning. the
way will then be clear for the
establishment of the’ political
institutions envisaged in the
Belfast

eement.
Trimble said his party

na-

aceful means.

ises and ac-
cepts that it is legitimate for na-
tionalists to pursue their politi-
cal objective of a united Ireland
by consent Lthrough exclusively
peaceful and democratic meth-
ods.” he said.

"Unionist, loyalist, nation-
alist, and republican must take
these steps together to secure a
new era of co-operation. recon-
ciliation and mutual respect.”

Trimble's keynote statement
came after US mediator George
Mitchell told all sides in the
stalled peace process to make
public their positions.

"The UUP

Cuban govt, dissidents both seek

focus at Ibero-American summit

HAVANA, Nov 16 : President
Fidel Castro and Spain's King

Juan Carlos have set the tone

for a summit here, with one
raiﬁin% his glass to Cuba's
struggle against US aggression
and the other toasting democ-
racy, reports AFP.

"The biggest giant human

es have ever seen has not been
able to defeat (the Cuban people)
through dirty wars, mercenary
invasions, embargoes or mas-
sive measures to spread
calumnies and lies,” Castro said
Monday in a reference to the
United Sates.

The bearded communist
leader, clad in a sober grey suit
rather than his trademark mil-
itary uniform. made the re-
marks at a dinner he hosted for
participants in Tuesday's
summit that brings together the
leaders of Spain, Portugal and

Latin America. :

Responding to Castro's toast,
King Juan Carlos said that
"only with an authentic democ-
racy, with full ‘guarantee of
freedom and with scrupulous
respect of human rights by all
of us can our people successfully
confront the challenges of the
21st century.”

On Monday, foreign minis-
ters approved a document to be
adopted at the summit, which
calls for an end to the 37-year-
old US emba:fu against Cuba,
while underlining commit-
ments to political pluralism
and human rights.

The summit is the t in-
ternational gathe hosted by
Cuba since 1979 and Castro
hopes it will help end his coun-
try's decades-long isolation
since the 1959 revolution.

PARIS, Nov 16 : Europe will
get a spectacular display of
shooting stars this week as the
Earth passes through the tail of
a comet, transforming its dusty
wake into a filery shower of me-
teorites that will streak across
the sky, reports AFP.

The meteorites, an annual
event eagerly awaited by ama-
teur astronomers, are called
Leonids, as they seemed to an-
cient astronomers to radiate
from the constellation of Leo.
Europe, North Africa and
western Asia are best placed for
enjoying the show, which will
peak Wednesday night for sev-
eral hours fromn about 0200
GMT, astronomers say.

"It's marginal as to whether

the meteor activity will reach

storm level in 1999, but how-
ever strong it furns out to be,
European longitudes are ideally
laced for observing the out-
urst,” said David Asher of
Britain's Armagh observatory.

The Leonids are caused when
the Earth passes through dust
and small pebbles in the wake
of the Comet Tempel-Tuttle,
which has an orbital period of
33 years and last swung close to
the Sun in February 1 ;

At peak times, several thou-
sand meteors per hour may be
seen, without the need for tele-

or binoculars.

e Leonids are considered
the fastest of all meteors, plungl-
ing into the atmosphere at 7
km per second -- times the
speed of a bullet.

' satellites is even

Europe to enjoy shower
of shooting stars

Tllll; particles are small --
mostly no larger than a grain of
sand -- and cause no risk to
people on earth,

But the high speed means
that they have the ability to
damage a spacecraft or satellite
or knock it out of alignment.

A small collision can also
trigger a cloud of ionised gas
that can cause short circuits.
This is blcggwg “r't::t have been the
case in . enakE
Space Agency (ESA) m
called Olympus suddenly spun

The statistical risk for

greater today,
that there are more -

tes in orbit than ever before.

Indian state
minister sacked
for being

‘under

NEW DELHI, Nov 16 : A min-
ister in the eastern Indian state

———_______ TxBudes

of Bihar was sacked today for
allegedly lying about his” age

when he ed the job six
months . the United of
India ( reported, says AFP.

Bihar Governor Suraj Bhan
dismissed Horticulture minis-
ter Samrat Chaudhary, saying
he was not 25 years of age -- the
legal requirement for becoming

A minister in India.

The overnor said
Chau ad produced a fake
birth certificate when he was
made a minister.

Chaudhary produced his
horoscope to claim he was 31

years of age after the local elec-

tion commission began inesti-
ating charges that he was
y 20 of age.

Three days ago, the minister
threatened to go to court if he
———

esday was Chaudhary's
birthday, and he had lnvirt}::d
the governor to a hirthm

Elarty. But the governor sac
m instead.

Clinton visits
quake-hit areas
in Turkey

IZMIT, Turkey. Nov 16 : US
President Bill Clinton travelled
to northwestern Turkey today
to visit a makeshift village of
tents set up by US rescue work-
ers after a massive earthquake
ravaged area in August, reports
AFP.

Clinton, accompanied by
First Lady Hillary Clinton and
their daughter Egglﬁlm:a. was to
visit the camp at Dogukisla,
near lzmit, which was devas-
tated in August by a violent
quake that killed nearly 20,000
people.

Last week, another quake,
measuring 7.2 on the open-
ended Richter scale, jolted
northwestern Turkey again --
in the area around Bolu -- and
has so far claimed more than
200 lives, the government said.

Exceptional security mea-
sures were put in place around

. Dogukisla for the US leader's

visit, with more than 1,500 po-
lice officers from neighboring
provinces mobilized, Anatolia
news agency reported.

The camp's several hundred
tents house some 6,000 quake
survivors. US emergency work-
ers built about 400 of them.

Clinton arrived late Sunday
in Ankara for a three-day state
visit to Turkey.

He was to i’lead Thursday to
[stanbul, where he will join
other world leaders at a two-day
summit of the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in
Europe: (OSCE),

Pakistan calls for
$20 m Islamic
science fund

ISLAMABAD, Nov 16 :
Pakistan on Monday launched
a formal appeal to the Islamic
world tg set up a 20-million-
dollar fund to help Muslim
countries develop science and
technology, reports AFP.

The idea was mooted last
year and Pakistan has already
contributed one million dollars
but the response from the mem-
ber states of the 56-nation
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) "has not been
encouraging.” Pakistan's
President Muhammed Rafiq
Tarar said.

. ‘Jonas Savimbi
killed or
captured’

LUANDA, Nov 16 : ola's
army chief has said die-hard
rebel leader Jonas Savimbi has
been located inside the wartorn
southern African nation and
could be captured.or killed, the

overnment press reported to-
ay. reports :

"We know very well where he
is,” army chief of staff General
Joao Baptista de Matos said, ac-
cording to reports. "We've got
him under surveillance and
we're harassing him. We're go-
ing to capture him or liquidate
him."”

The Angolan Armed Forces
(FAA) on September 14 laun-
ched a mass offensive against
Savimbi's National Union for
the Total Independence of
Angola (UNITA), 10 months
after the failure of the last UN-
mediated peace pact.

Nurse sentenced
to 360 years 1n
jail for killing

S1X patients

BRAZIL, Indiana, Nov 16:
Former male nurse Orville
Lynn Majors was sentenced to
360 years in prison Monday for
the “evil” ancF "diabolical” mur-
ders of six hospital patients, re-
ports AFP.

"It's the &]udgcmcnt of this
court that the maximum sen-
tence is the minimum sentence
in this case.” sald Judge Ernest
Yelton.

Relatives of the wvictims
sobbed as the judge finished
reading out the sentence, the
maximum the court could give.

"May God have mercy on you
when it comes your time to die.”
said Kathryn Maxwell, widow
of victim Derek Maxwell.

Major showed no emotion as
Yelton handed down six con-
secutive 40-year sentences for
edach of the lethal injection
deaths, plus 20 more years on
each count for aggravating cir-
cumstances such as his victims’
frailty.

The 38-year-old former
nurse was convicted in October
of six of seven counts of mur-

patients by lethal injec-
tion at Vermillion County
Hospital between 1993 and



