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‘Group of

life!
AUCKLAND, Nov 15: They
call it the group of death and for

Germany, Mali,
Australia Group C at he World

. Under-17 Soccer Champion-
ship in New Zealand has lived
its billing as the'

up to
hu#;nammn'l toughest, reports

With one match to play, all
four sides can still qu for
the quarterfinals although
Brazil and Australia have a
slight edge going into Wednes-
day's decisive round when

Brazil play Germany and Aus-
tralia faced Mali. 3

"This up is amite,”
said ﬁustr%?anpmachy&s Sche-
influg.

Brazil lead with four points
after a scoreless draw with Mali

in Christchurch on Sunday.

Australia are second with
three points after a late goal by
captain Mark Byrnes clinched a
come-from-behind 2-1 win over
a devastated German side.,

Mali, who have dominated
both their games but are yet to
score a goal, have two points
from two 0-0 draws, and
Germany have one,

Defending champions Brazil
are yet to produce their ed
flair but coach Carlos Cesar was
happy with a "very, very nice
result” against Mali.

"We keep our position as first
in the group, and if we get a
draw against Germany, we will
qualify,” he said.

Cesar felt the odds favoured
Brazil and Australia, because
Germany and Mali had to beat
them to qualify.

But there was no denying, he
said, this was the strongest

p.
"All the others have two good

teamns and two weak teams. But

here, all the teams are strong."

ROK soccer boss
off to North

SEOUL, Nov 15:; South
:Korea's top soccer official left
for North Korea Monday with
hopegs that the North's commu-
nist government will agree to
take part in the 2002 World Cup,
reports AP.

“I'll ask North Korea to de-
cide as early as possible,” Chung
Mong-Joon said at an airport
news conference.

He said the North Korean de-
cision should come before
FIFA, soccer's world governing
body, holds a meeting in Tokyo
in early December to announce
guuﬂinfﬁs for the 2002 World

up final.

. South Korea, as a co-hosts of
the 2002 World Cup with Japan,
have the right to stage 32
matches. They have offered two

ames to North Korea but

d have not responded.
Chung, heading an eight-

member delegation, was to fly.

into North Korea Tuesday by
way of Beijing. His up in-
cluded several top oificials of
the South Korean Football
Association. .

In addition to the World Cup,
Chung said he plans to discuss
with North Korean officials in-
ter-Korea soccer exchanges and
the creation of a new North
. Asla soccer tournament involv-
ing the two Korea, Japan and
China.

Inter-Korea soccer ex-
changes could lead to the for-
mation of a single Korean team
for all future FIFA-organized
international events, said
Chung, who also serves as a
FIFA vice-president.

Chung's trip, originally
scheduled for early this year,
was twice postponed because of
procedural and other reasons.

Chung's visit is at the invi-
tation of the North's Asia-
Pacific Peace Committee, a
quasi-governmental group
headed by Kim You Surn, a
close confidant of No Korean
leader Kim Jong I1.

Chung said he was not sure
whether he will be allowed to
meet the North Korean leader.
Ch s father, Chung Ju-yung,
founder and owner of Seoul's
ﬁlant Hyundai business group,

as met Kim Jong Il twice in tﬂa
past year.

Sports exchanges between
the two Koreas are always vul-
nerable to political and mili-
ta tensions. The Koreas
technically are still enemies.

Star women
beat USA

EAST RUTHERFORD, New
Jerscg, Nov 15: Roseli of Brazil
and Patience Avre of Nigeria
each scored three goals Sunday
night as a women's world all-
star soccer team beat the United
States 12-7, reports AP,

Shannon MacMillan scored
three times for the US team,
which lost its fourth straight

me. The Americans are 2-4 in

eir 12-game exhibition tour.

A crowd of 14,525, the
largest so far in the series.
watched the Americans return
to the area where their drive to
the 1999 World Cup champi-
onship began.

“It's a celebration. We're do-
“:ﬁ this to thank the fans,”
Julie Foudy said. "That's why
we're pla indoors in a more
intimate setting. It's a good
show, it enables us to get close
to the fans. And even with the
losses, [ think there are a lot of

tives.”

"Indoor is a completely dif-
ferent game." she said. "Since
we won the World Cup. every-

is gunning for us. We hate
to lose. | haven't lost fdur
straight anything since high
school volleyball.”

Hege Riise of Norwa
sn?gpcd the 5-5 tie with a
in the 41st minute. Avre made it
7-5 two minutes later and Julie
Murray of Australia added an-
other a minute later and cele-
brated by pulling off her shirt
in the same manner that US
defender Brandi Chastain had
done after her World Cup-win-
ning penalty kick.

Laurie Hill of Mexico,
Murray and Riise each had two
grals or the world team. Foudy,

hastain. Carla Overback and
Cindy Parlow each had a goal
for the US team.

Brazil and

J
......

OSLO, Nov 15:
European cham-
pions German
turned football
logic on its head

- Sunday evening
when, despite having rings run
around them by Norway, they
walked away wit arn
undeserved 1-0 victory secured
in the final second, reports
AFP.

It was truly a great esca
and rarely can a side consider
itself so lucky. The millennium
ought to have ended badly for
the Germans who slipped back
into their worst ways on an icy
Oslo evening.

If it hadn’t been for a combi-
nation of keeper Jens Lehmann
and good luck, Norway would

uite rightly have scored their
irst victory over Germany
since the Berlin Olympic games
in 1933.

In the end though the
friendly match turned into
farce when Mehmut Scholl took
a free kick - the final touch of
the evening - two minutes into
injury time,

He lifted the ball over a wall
of red shirts onto the leadin
edge of the near post and, ami
an atmosphere of disbelief
among the 19,000 fans. was cel-
ebrated as the match winner.

"The Norweglans were tacti-
cally clever and covered up
their half well, while we often
lost the ball in the first half or
failed to bring it under con:trol
or foolishly just slammed it
away when we weren't under
pressure and that allowed
Norway to take possession,”
said German veteran Lotkar
Matthaeus.

The 38-year-old was playing
his 143rd international Sunday
equalling the world record of
Swedish keeper Thomas
Ravelli.

‘It was obvious that Norway
didn't qualify for the European
championship - and gqualified
easily - by accident,” Matthaeus
added. "They are a team to be
reckoned with."

Both sides were keen to try
oul new ideas in the lead up to
Euro 2000 amd five substilu-
tions were agreed on before-
hand to give all a chance.

Germany sent out an offensive
unit with four men nominated
for goal scoring duties. )
entral strikers Oliver
Bierhof and UIlf Kirsten re-
mained unsighted though and.
as pre-arranged, Kirsten made
way for Hertha Berlin's Magic

Germany’s chancy win

Mouse' Dariusz Wosz at half

time, who laboured in spite of a
knee ligament strain.
Most of the action though

came before the break arid all of

it on behalf of Norway. The
Scandinavians ought to have
taken at least three goals with
them into the break as

Germany's defence puffed steam .

and froze in place.
Oyvind Leonardsen's low
shot on 10 minutes was pushed
aside by keeper Lehmann but he
could do nothing to defuse the
resullirelg corner kick.
- Lured out to punch the ball,
Steffen Iversen's header to-

ik

LOTHAR MATTHAEUS
wards a vacant net was slapped
away by Germany's veteran de-
fender Matthaeus who was ac-
tually standing behind the line.

The shot ought to have been
recognised as a goal but went

unseen by the linesman and
Dutch referee Dick Jol allowed
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'Oeyvind Leonhardsen (R) of Norway leaving behind a host of German defenders during
their international friendly at Oslo on November 14.

—AFP »kote

play to continue. :
.Shortly afterwards. in the
14th minute, Iversen and
Leonardsen combined beauti-
fully again but the latter's shot
from 15 metres flew unhindered
into Lehmann's arms.
Manchester United's super-
sub’' Ole-Gunnar Solskjaer re-
placed the injured Iversen after
a heavy collision on the half
hour and minutes later ought to
have put the Norwegians ahead

_but missed an open net from di-

rectly in front.

Germany barely had time to
catch their breath when Vegard
Heggem broke through their de-
fensive line too only to have his
shot thwarted by Lehmann's leg
in the 38th minute.

The visitors knew they had
ridden their luck as far as it
could go by that point and
breathed deeply when they al-
lowed to retreat to the dressing
rooms to regroup.

“We were permanently under
pressure in the first half and
never got ouw:” game going but
improved after that and at least
had an equal share of the ball,"
said German coach Erich
Ribbeck.

“We don't talk enough. Two
of our guys in the first half
blocked each other when they
had space to move. That's a sign
there's not enough communica-
tion. It's something we keep
talking about at training.

"But I think if we stick to the
same bunch of players leaders
will slowly begin to appear and
they will open jheir mouths a
bit more on the pitch.”

Norway pressed on after the
break but with not quite the
same intensity, clearly in con-
trol but still lacking incisive
finishing. Only a 70th minute
header from Liverpool mid-
fielder Dieter Hamann, which
was cleared on the line, gave
them any indication of the
nightmare to come,

The Germans pulled them-
selves together in the second
half but it was certainly not suf-
ficlent to warrant Mehmet
Scholl's lady fortune free kick
at the end of the game which se-
cured them their 1-0 victory.

"Sometimes luck is all part
of the game," Ribbeck added.

KEVIN KEEGAN |

LONDON, Nov 15: England
coach Kevin Keegan on Sunday
appealed to fans ahead of
Wednesday's Euro 2000 return
leg against Scotland at Wem-
bley not to respond in kind to

the deafening booing of the
national anthem at Hampden
Park, reports AFP,

England's pre-match rendi-
tion of God Save The Queen on
Saturday was inaudible above a
deafening din of whistling and
booing by the Scottish support-
ers in 52,000 crowd as the fans
relished the chance to express
their prejudice in a match
which has only been played
once since 1989 due to the
threat of crowd trouble.

Given that it was the British
national anthem being played -
not the English natinrnal an-
them, as the match programme
stated - the reaction of the
Scottish fans has led to criti-
cism.

Reegan himself would not

publicly be drawn beyond ex-

pressing his "disappointment”
at the amount of booing, which
was the loudest that many ob-
servers had ever heard inside a
sporting arena during a na-
tional anthem.

The England coach routinely
issues an appeal immediately
before matches at Wembley over
the public address system for
the visiting team’'s anthem to be
respected by home supporters -
with only a certain measure of
SUCCESS.

But on this occasion he felt
the need to issue a public state-
ment three days before the game
urging restraint from England
fans to ensure the Scottish
players are not given any extra
inspiration to overturn the 2-0
deficit from the first leg.

Keegan said: "While we were
all disappointed by the na-
tional anthem being booed on
Saturday, it did help make our
players even more determined.

"So before anyone thinks
about booing Flower of
Scotland on Wednesday night.

just think what it may do to

their players.
"Please make yourself heard

Kaiser voted
player-of-the
century

BERLIN, Nov 15: Frghz
Beckenbauer, who captairned
Germany to victory in the 1974
World Cup and won again as
coach in 1990, was voted the
German footballer of the
century today, reports Reuters.

Beckenbauer came first in a
vote by more than 2.500
members of the association of
German sports journalists
organised by soccer magazine
Kicker. The Bayern Munich
libero, now the Bayern
president and a vice-president

of the German Football
Federation (DFB). won 557
voles

Fritz Walter, the captain of
the 1954 World Cup-winnin
side. came a distant second wi
135 votes. Former Bayern and
Germany striker Gerd Mueller
was third on 67.

The 1954 World Cup squad
won the team of the century
award and their coach, Sepp

Herberger, was voted the best

trainer.

Keegan for good behavio

cheering on England rather
than inspiring Scotland's play-
ers.’

With at least one eye appar-
ently on England’s bid to host
the 2006 World Cup, Football
Association executive director
David Davies added: "There will
be a worldwide audience for the
Wembley game so it's an oppor-
tunity for our fans to set a good

example.”
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won’t take
responsibility

JERUSALEM, Nov 14: A de-

fiant Shlomo Sharf, coach of
Israel's national football side,

rejected calls for his dismissal

Sunda{'and said he was not re-
sponsible for his team's 5-0
trouncing at the hands of

Denmark, repe A
FSES"Am not to blame.” Sharf
told the Maariv paper after the
Danes wallo Israel in the
first leg of a playoff tie

Saturday for the Euro 2000 fi-

nals and all but guaranteed the
Israelis are on their way out of

‘the competition.

"I don't draw any personal

‘conclusions from the result. It's
prestl- |

ha ed before-to more
gious teams than ours,"” he said.

' But Gabry Levy, head of the
Israeli football association.

echoed furious calls in the na-

tional press for Sharf's dis-

missal following the team's
hapless home performance.

"It's time to get the Israeli
team ready for a new coach,” he
told Maariv, which headlined
its . front-page story on the
shutout: "The Great Shame.” .

"Everyone remembers our
team once beat Austria 5-0 but
our shameful performance
against Denmark on Saturday
makes the return leg In
Copenhagen a pitiful joke and
demands Sharf's rapid dis-
missal," said Maariv, which
published a picture of the coach
with his face buried in his
hands.

Denmark never looked back

.after opening Saturday's scor-

ing in the second minute, going
on to add four more at Israel's
Ramat Gan stadium while the
home side were reduced to 10
men in the second half,

Yediot Aharonot also
blasted Israel's "humiliation.”
saying that Denmark would go
on to next summer's Euro 2
finals in the Netherlands and
Belgium while Israel will sim-
ply "continue to dream."

“There's only one conclusion
to be drawn,” the dailv said.
'Sharf has not properly pre-
pared the team and his tenure at
the helm has ended -+ in catas-
trophe.” ’

Derby striker
denied entry

DERBY, England, Nov 15;
Derby Cuunl.g' striker Esteban
Fuertes has been forced to re-
turn to Argentina after being re-
fused re-entry to Britain at
London’'s Heathrow airport, re-
ports AFP,

The incident occurred on
Saturday as the Derby squad re-
turned from a training camp in
Portugal.

As a result of a discrepancy
in his passport, the 26-year-old
has flown home to Argentina.

A club statement read:
"Derby County Football Club
can confirm that their
Argentinian striker Esteban
Fuertes was questioned by im-
migration officials at Heathrow
Airport on Saturday as Derby's
squad returned from a training
camp in Portugal.

"As a result of a discrepancy
in his passport, Fuertes has
now flown home to Argentina.
Derby County are currently tak-
ing legal advice and conse-

uently will not be adding to
this statement for the time be-
ing.”

" Ince to meet
his nemesis
again

LONDON, Nov 15: Italian
referee Pierluigi Collina, who
sent off Paul Ince in England's
opening Euro 2000 qualifier
against Sweden last year, has
been assigned to take charge of
Wednesday's play-off second leg
with Scotland at Wembley, re-
ports AFP. _

Collina, renowned for being
a strict disciplinarian, dis-

missed midfielder Ince

Stockholm for two bookable #
fences. '

England lead 2-0 followin
their success at Hampden Par

| on Saturday.

Former, _ vocalist of English band Take That Robbie

Williams (L) playing in an 'England vs Scotland' charity

football match between Robbie's celebrity XI and Calton

Athletic as part of a Drugs rehabilitation and prevention

| project in Glasgow on November 14.

—AFP photo

; derley Luxem-

e blasted Australia
I'Snr dt:;lr rough tactics in
un s clash -- prompting a
"stop whingeing" retort I'I:Em
Aussie coach frank Farina, re-
ports AFP,

Brazil's 2-0 win in Sydney
on Sunday waas tainted by
some violent challenges by
Aun.ttralian dcfcndﬁrea, gﬁl&lb
wha tobe a ut
on m!m::d Marcos Paulo. .

Afteer watching a match
. video on Monday, burgo
was fuming.

"I disliked a lot of scenes be-
fore a free-kick is taken when
Marcos Paulo gets hit by an
Australian with his head,”
Luxemburgo said.

"That is uns " he
ik VETY porting

Luxe g?vur o called on the
ctfg@;y night's re-
1 maich here to punﬂ melE

with yellow and red cards.
One tackle on Sunday

hl.l_rgoﬂﬂ MDIId-E}".

LUXEMBURGO

— (L The Daily Star 15,
Luxemburgo demands

S

Brazil's left winﬁer Dede with a
ed knee, Dede -
ack to_Germany,

¢ . l [ ]

where heé _ﬁ]?'ya with Borussia
Dortmund, for further treat-
ment.

* "l was surprised by the vio-
lent tackling of some of the
Australian players, some of
players became injured and
others could have become even
more injured.,” Luxemburgo
said.

Farina and star Socceroo
striker Mark Viduka accused
the Brazilians of making too
much of the issue and said

tough tackling was a part of the
ame

"I wouldn't say it was violent

at all, they were wvery hard -

tackles,” Farina said.

“There were one or two that
were badly timed, but that's vn-
fartunate, that's football, these

s hap and I'm not going
to tell the boys not to g» in for
tackles,

"Everyone calls ‘them
friendly games, but I've never
!:vlayccl in a friendly game in my
ife,” the Australian coach said.

Viduka said:"A couple of the
tackles were a little bit harsh
but that's how it is in football *
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il ﬁ:ﬂ MELBOURNE,
. : Australia, Nov 15;
= ] Australian goal-
keeper ark
Bosnich returned
to late
Monday after inEflﬁlgnd his
hams during Australia's 2-
0 loss to Brazil on Sunday,
reports AFP.

Bosnich, who was urgently
recalled by European champi-
ons Manchester United, will
miss the second game here on
Wednesday night when the
Socceroos will be desperate for
a much-improved performance.

Bosnich was forced out of the
friendly international after
ljmc{)ing off in the second half at
Sydney's Olympic stadium and
now faces a battle to be fit for
United’'s match at Derby County
on Saturday,

"I lained that my medical
staff didn't believe he would be
fit in time for Wednesday
night's game, and it has been de-
termined that it was in Mark's
best interest for him to go back
to Manchester United today,"

Australian coach Frank Farina

said. :

“The club are desperate to get
him back because they want to
get a look at it, assess it, see how

it is. but he'll be right, there's no

problems,
"The club was good enou

o § s
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MARK BOSNICH

h to

ured Bosnich sent back

send him out here and unfortu-
nately this has happened, so I'm
not going to even bother about
it.” he said.

Brisbane Strikers goal-
keeper Clint Bolton will join
the Australian squad’ in
Melbourne while Dutch-based
Zeljko Kalac - who replaced
Bosnich late in yesterday's
game - is set to start in goal on
Wednesday.

Glasgow Celtic striker Mark
Viduka remains doubtful after
missing the first game with a
thigh strain. But he is hopeful
of playing before his hometown
crowd.

"My chances are pretty good
at this stage, I didn't want to
risk it yesterday because I got
the injury a couple of days be-
fore the game so it was a bit
early, but hopefully I'!l be right
for Wednesday night,” Viduka
said,

Fiorentina's Paul Okon was
also troubled by a groin strain,
which will be put to the test
when the Australians train on
Tuesday morning.

Ninety rare minutes

- of relief

—
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EURO

—

DUZCE, Turkey, Nov 15: A
violent aftershock reminded
could and weary Turks of the
horror of their latest earth-
quake even as they sought 90
minutes of escape on Saturday
to cheer on their national soc-
cer team against Ireland, re-
ports Reuters.

A group of around 80 men
huddled into a small transport
cafe on the main road outside
the quake-stricken northwest-
ern town of Duzce to watch the

African entrants
for 2002 WC draw

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 15
P): African countries who
have been accepted by the
organisers for the 2002 World

Cup qualifying draw in Japan
on E)eccmher%g e

Algeria, Angola. Botswana,
Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroon, Cape Verde Islands,
Central African Republic, Chad,
Congo, -Cote d’Ivoire,
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Djibouti, Egypt., Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, ya, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libya. Madagascar,
Malawi. Mali, Mauritania.
Mauritius, Morocco. Mozam-
bique, Namibia, Nigeria,.
Rwanda, Sao Tome e Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Somalia, South Africa,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Tunisia.
Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

European international match
on a screen hanging in the cor-
ner of the room.

Bundled in jumpers and win-
ter jackets, they drank glass af-
ter glass of steaming tea and
filled the air with cigarette
smoke. The windows of the
Silivri Cafe, one of few places
with electricity in the region,
dripped with condensation
from the icy cold outside.

The crowd exploded in
cheers as Turkish player Ta?rfur
Havutcu equalised with a late

penalty to make the score 1-1 in
the Euro 2000 playoff game.

But two minutes later half
the men were charging for the
doors as the building shuddered
violently in an aftershock, a
grim reminder of the devasta-
tion and fear brought by Fri-
day's earthquake, measuring
7.2 on the Richter scale.

As the game was broadcast,
the latest official death toll
stood at 362 and most of the
crowd had been awake for more
than 24 hours as they struggled
to rescue the hundreds still
trapped under collapsed homes.

Among the spectators was a
team of emergency workers
from the Aegean town of Usak,
They had just returned from Is-
tanbul where they had delivered
to hospital an old woman with
serious burns from a fire in an
apartment block.

You can't live with this sort
of stress all the time, This is a

chance to relax." Asimm Ada said

as he sipped tea and cracked

ruts.
Like most of the spectators,

he found it hard to concentrate

on the game. Many of the un-
shaven and dusty men stared
wanly into the middle distance,
exhausted.

Five minutes after kickoff
they managed a groan of disap-

pointment when the generator

gave out and plunged the room
into darkness. Cafe staff got it
running again 10 minutes later.

The 1-1 draw puts Turkey in
a strong position for the return
match on Wednesday. That will
be played in the Turkish city of
Bursa, on the fringes of Friday's

uake and of the August tremor
that killed more than 17,000
people.

"Not a bad result. I'm pleased
with that."” sald rescue worker
Kasim Karahan. "The team had
to do well tonight for Turkey af-
ter what has happened.”

Then he. joined the flow of
weary men back into the icy
night to rejoin the rescue effort
or to stamp their feet around

blazing bonfires lit to keep the
cold at bay.

Goalkeeper blow

for Germans

AUCKLAND,; Nov 15:
Germany's hopes in the under-
17 world soccer championships
at New Zealand have suffered a
severe blow with news that

oalkeeper Jan Schlosser is
ighly doubtful for their must-
win match against Brazil on
Wednesday, reports AFP.
The  brilliant Bayern

Munich junior had to be
stretchered off when he collided
with Australian midfielder
Wayne Srhoj after a corner just
before halftime in Germany's
ame against Australia on
unday.
Srhoj got a yellow card for
the incident, which came as
Germany were leading 1-0 in a

game they finally lost 2-1.
A German team official con-

firmed Schlosser had suffered -

concussion and was unlikely to
be available against Brazil,
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