DHAKA MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1999
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Fﬂrum: An execulive forum on 'Climate chan

Ministry

Advanced Studies and Institute of Internation

e gl

and develop-
ment” will be held. Organisers: Department ol Environment,

of Environment and Forest, Bangladesh Centre for
Education, Energy

Group, USA. Venue: Conference Room of BARC, Farmgate. Time:

9735] A,
Discussion:

Discussion meetin
discussion meeting on "

Discussion on

"Advancement in UPVC
Technology National Polymer Industry Ltd will be held on the 2nd
day of the annual conference of the Public Works Directorate.
Venue — Public Works Building. Time: 2:30 pm -4:00 pm.

g: Communist Kendra will hold a
essive Fundamentalism: Our Dut

National and International Eerspec[ive.“ Venue: Jatiya Press Clu{;.

Time: 4:00 pm.

Film Festival : bweep Ka Rahasya
ay of the Children Film Festival.

screened on the second

Tapan

Sinha will be

Organiser: Indian High Commission. Venue: Indian Cultural cen-

tre. Time: 5:00 pm.
Premiere: A video

documentary
Aminul Islam will be premiered. The video has been

produced by Community Development Libra
Television Trust for the Environment [{TVE), UK. Venue: Gothe
Institut, Dhanmondi: R/A. Time: 6:30 pm.

i

Workshop :
(LGED) and

Local Government Engineerin
orld Food Programme [‘WB%

workshop on "Food-Assistance for Enabling
Conference room (Level-2) of LGED Bhaban. Time :

.30

titled Sundarban by

ointly
(CDL) and

pﬁpartmem
l will joiptly hold a
lopment.” Venue:

am.

Film Festival: post by Sadhu Meher will be screened on

the 3rd day of the "Children Film Festival®. O
Indian Cultural Centre, Satmasjid

High Commission. Venue :
Road. Time : 5.00 pm.

rganiser : Indian
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Dry weather h'kel '

Prevailing dry weather is likely

during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports'UNB.
Night temperature may rise slightly over the country during the

. Met Office said.
's highest tempe

peri
The country
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to continue over the country

rature recorded yesterday waas 31.7

degree Celsius was at Sitakunda and the lowest 14.5 degrees al

Satkhira.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:13 pm and rises tomorrgw

at 6:14 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Mornin Eveni
Dhaka 298 18.3 Eg r;g
Chittagong 31.2 19.4 78 (52
Rajshahi 29.8 15.4 68 72
Khulna 30.6 16.8 73 74
Barisal 30.0 17.5 74 81
Sylhet 30.7 18.8 61 65
Cox's Bazar 31.0 21.0 69 71

MMC

The DANIDA mission ob-
served Mass-line Media Cen-
tre's (MMC) act.vities at its
central office in Dhaka and the
regional office at Patuakhali &
Barguna districts recently, says
a press release. "

A team of four immembers led
by Lisbeth Fich, Exiernal con-
sultant to DANIDA met with
MMC personnel and the benefi-
ciaries. of MMC. They visited
MMC from October 31 to
November 11.

During the visiting period,
the team talks with Kamrul
Hassan Monju, Executive Direc-
tor of MMC, about the ongoing
project and the future ex-
pansion of the project. The
team hold talks with the per-
sonnel of MMC and inquired
about the training programme
and other activities performed
by it. The team also attended a
training programme at
Patuakhali,

The team comprises Lisbeth
Fich, external consultant to
DANIDA; Jan Larsen, External

~consultant to DANIDA. Tina
Graven Nielsen, trainee and Dr
N A Kalimullah. Ove Fritz
Larsen, the Minister Counsellor

HERE an

Mehe

of Rurva] Danish Embassy .and
Aminuzzaman were also

present with the team.

Rotary Club

of Savar,

CRP

The Rotary Club. of Savar

and CRP jointly organised a
Handingover Ceremony in con-

nection with

Rotary

Inter-

national Maching Project for
CRP on Saturday, says a press
release.

The ceremon
CRP in the Reddawa

resided over by C

alerie A Taylor. The ex-minis-
ter and PDG Habibullah Khan
was the chief guest. PP Rotarian
Maj (Gen) Mogaheruddin Titu,
President and Secretary of
Rotarian Kamal Reza and advo-
cate Nazrul Islam and CRPs so-
welfare officer Abdus
Salam also spoke on the occa-
sion. '

cial

gave it the name of Rotary

Highlighting
tory

Rot

was held at

Hall and
founder

ary's his-

abibullah Khan said that
it was founded in 1905 in
America and in 1916 a council

. He

alsﬂalﬂaidﬁégat Rotary irgt:rna-
tional is ting to combat po-
lio all over the world.

Armed Forces Day Nov 21

award holder freedom fighters
on the occasion.

The Armed Forces Day will
be observed on November 21
with due solemnity and enthu-
siasm, reports .

The day's programme will
begin with the offering of ‘'mu-
najat’ after Fazr prayers in all
mosques at army garrisons,
naval ships and establishment
as well as air force bases
throughout the country.

In Dhaka, the President and
Supreme Commander of the

Armed Forces, Shahabuddin
Ahmed, and the Prime Minister
and’ Defence M:nister. Sheikh
Hasina, will placre wreaths at
‘Shikhn Anirban’ (the eternal
flame) at Dhaka Cantonment
with the sun-rise to pay homage
to the members of the armed
forces who had embraced mar-
H'rdum in the War of Libera-
on.

Chief of Army Staff Lieu-
tenant General Muhammad
Mustafizur Rahman. Bir
Bikram, Chief of Naval Staff
Rear Admiral A. Taher, and
Chief of Air Staff Air Vice-Mar-
shal Jamal Uddin Ahmed will
also lay wreaths at the Shikha
Anirban separately on behalf of
their res tive services.

Chiels of stafl of the three
services will pay courtesy calls
on the President at Bangabha-
ban. They will also pay s‘milar
call on the Prime Minister at
the Prime Minister's Office.
Armed Forces Division, Dhaka
Cantonment.

A reception in memory of se-
lected shaheed gallantry award
winning freedom fighters will
be held at the Prime Minister's
cffice, Armed Forces Division,
Dhaka Cantonment.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will meet the nearest
ones of Shaheed Captain Mohi-
uddin Jahangir. Bir Shrestho,
Shaheed Sepoy Hamidur Rah-
man. Bir Shrestheo. Shaheed
Sepoy M Mostafa Kamal. Bir
Shrestho, Shaheed M. Ruhul
Amin. ERA-1. Bir Shrestho.
Shaheed Flight Lieutenant M
Matiur Rahman, Bir Shrestho.
Shaheed Lance Naik Noor Mo-
hammad Sheikh, Bir Shrestho,
and Shaheed Lance Naik Mun-
shi Abdur Rauf, Bir Shrestho,

on the occasion. She will also
meat anme afl the oallantrv

Similar receptions will be

hosted by the chiefs of staff of
the army, navy and air force at
their respective service head-
quarters.

In the evening, Prime Minis-

ter Sheikh Hasina will host a
on at the 'Sena Kunja',

the multipu

rpose auditoriu

and civic complex at the D
Cantonment, to commemorate

the day.
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17 miscreants

i

Metropnlitan Colice

(CMP) arrested 17 miscreants
on various charges from differ-
ent areas of the city today, re-
ports BSS.

Double

Mooring

police

caught red handed two toll ex-
tortionists from Beparipara
while they were demanding Tk
50.000 from Al-Madi:a Store.

Local

ft::rrruecfm{J .

IE] imhinediately liina
Double Moori ce
I;tgl]i':l._tm

of the matter who rus

spot and arrested Delwar Kamal
Sohel, 23, and Majed Ahmad
Chowdhury, 25, on ¢ arge of
demanding tolls. : |

were rounded u
lice stations

Fifteen other miscreants
by different po-
CMP. Abscon-

ders, violators of CMP act and
terrorists were among the ar-
rested.

Memorial
meeting

on Ahad

Eminent cultural personali-
ties and police officials, at a
rare memorial meeting, yester-
day condoled the killing of
renowned drama activist and
police sergeant Ahad Parvez,
reports ;

They called upon the law
enforcers to be imbued with the
spirit ll_::f the :xalgl'lpvle of dutiful-
ness, hon and co st
the d on Dfmm oy

Organised by Banglaclesh
Group Theatre Federation
(BGTF) in the Bailey Road Guide
House auditorium the s
urged the conscious section of
society to build up s resis-
tance nst the criminals and
their patrons.

Presided over by senior
drama activist and culfural
personality Ataur Rahman, the

meeting was addressed, among

others, by eminent freedom
fighter, writer and chief edlifor
of BSS Haroon Habib, president
of BGTF Sarah Zaker, Naty-
achakra President M Hamid,
General Secretary of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote {ﬂlam Qud-
dus. chairman of the Linguistic
Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity, Prof. Rajib Humayun,
Group Theatre leader Liagat Ali
Laki, eminent drama activist
Sajjad Hossain, eminent drama
artiste Tariq Anam and Falguni
Hamid, DC (north) police
ﬁ_l;llsﬂhlie:{ur lﬁzhman and DC
c) Mus ue Ahmed,

ann a PIHEEL the m?:lc!:w of
serge Ahad who is also a
drama activist and his onl
daughter Rimjheem attendeg
the condolence meeting.

The speakers recalled the
contribution of the genius po-
lice officer who earned reputa-
tions for Bangladesh police
abroad and in the field of cul-
tural arena.

They also thanked Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for her
sympathy to the bereaved fam-
ily and assurance for providing

lout cooperation to Ahiad's
wife apd orphan daughter.

The speakers have also
words of praise for police de-
partment’'s decision to name the
Gulistan Police Box after
sergeant Ahad Parvez.

Father secks PM's

| helé) to rescue
aughter

Father of Nargis Akhter
Nayeem, a 12-year-old girl who
was abducted seven months ago
sought intervention of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to res-
cue his daughter, BSS.

Addressing a rP ess confer-
ence at the Natiorial Press Club
yesterday ernopn Moham-
mad Solajiman Chowdhury, an
old man who was speaking in a
choked voice blamed Arif and
his accomplices for the kidnap-

ing of his' miner daughter
~ E'm% ‘the nthﬂl ‘Bate) uEn-:ter

Badda Thana in the city in May.

He said despite filing of a
case against Arif and his ac-
com i_ices and a court order is-
sued lor necess steps, police
eapunia{ly the &.3 d.%’m?nfm
could not yet arrest any of the
accused, he all !

‘Instead, the kidnappers
who are influential have n
repeatedly threatening us over
telephone and through hired
goons not to move ahead," he
said.

He said so far we have heard
that she (Nayeem) is still alive
and last month she was con-
fér;ecé“ h;; a aﬂita room - of
‘Soudia Super Market" at Farm-

ate in the city. 1‘]& also ﬂﬂi‘l t

elp of law enfprcing ngnn es
to ensure security for mémbers
of his family.

CHITPAG(}NB ov 14: MA
Majii,zjyﬂungcr hrn'rher tff late
MA Aziz, a prominent Awami
League leader, died of aold a
complications at his Halisha-
har m?lde?cc here this Br-
noon, family so s said. He
was 76, reports Bﬁ? i

He is survived by five sons,
four daughters and a large
number of friends and relatives
Lo mourn his death.

The namaz-e-janaza of M A
Majj be p[ d tomorrow in
front of his Halishahar resj-
dence after Zohr prayers.
he will be buried at his farnily
graveyard.

Laie M A Majid was an MNA.
He was elec MCA after the
death of his elder brother MA
Aziz, a veteran Awami League
leader.

SC stays HC
order on (388

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
stayed lor four weeks the opera-
tion of the Court judge-
ment, which was passed dis-
C ¢ rule filed by Gono
Sahaljya gstha [GBJJ in a
wril petition, reports UNB.

e Appellate Division also
direcied the GSS authorities not
to dispose ofl any asset of GSS
and retrench any employee dur-
ing the stay A

r the Director General of
Social Services on June 15,
1999 suspended the executive
body of GSS, its chairman
Justice (retd) KM Sobhan and
executive director FR Mahmood
Hasan filed the writ petition
ﬁhalltnging the suspension or-
er.

The High Court, after hear-
ing the writ on November 11,
discharged the Rule u hnldi[?g
the suspension order of the
Social Services.

A provisional stay petition
was moved yesterday before the
chamber judge of the Appellate
Diﬁsiur;_; duﬁucﬂ Ma mu?ul
Amin Chowdhury, praying for
stay of the Hjgh Court -
ment till filing of 2 tgfre
petition after obtaining the cer-
tified copy of the 'udgement.
| Parrister Syed Ishtiaq
ﬁl:m;d. with Rokonuddin
/Mahmood, moved the stay peti-

s Talal

e

A T S S WSS aras

Vigrod ‘an 'Prime Minister Abderrahmane Youssoufi (L)
counterpart, Mohamed Ahmed El Mankouch (R),

18 a:nu.mpanie;l by his Libyan
as he arrives in Benghazi on Saturday.

The two men will preside over the mixed cooperation commission which meets each year in
one of the two north African countries. :

—AFP photo

AL leaders to
hold talks with
different groups

today

Leaders of Bangladesh
Awami League will exchange
views with different profes-
sional groups and trade union
leaders in separate meetings to-
day on the political situation in
the country, a party press re-
lease said yesterday, reports
BSS.

The AL leaders will meet the
physicians, engineers, agricul-
turists. and Prokrichi BCS
Coordination Committee mem-
bers at Bangabandhu Avenue
party office at 11 am today.

They will also exchange
views with the leaders of vari-
ous labour organisations at 4
pm, the press release said.

Israel court orders
demolition of
memorial to

mass murderer

JERUSALEM, Nov 14: Is-
rael's highest court today or-
dered the demolition of a mau-
soleum erected in honor of
Baruch Goldstein, the militant
Jewish settler who murdered 29
Palestinians in 1994, judicial
sources said, reports AFP.

. The supreme court said the
army must dismantle the s -
ture and a vast plaza surround-
‘irg it in the West Bank' settle-
ment of Kiryat Arba, near He-
bron. which has become a pil-
grimage site for hardliners op-
sed to peace with the Pales-
inians. '

"Such things incite hatred
and violence because they de-

ict Goldstein as a saint," the
FUdg’“ said in their order, ac-
cording to the sources.

Members of the outlawed
anti-Arab group Kach make
dajly visits to the site to honor
Goldstein, who was lynched b
worshippers after he gunne
down his 29 victims inside a
mosque at the Cave of the Pa-
triarchs in Hebron.

The court ruled on the case
after Goldstein's parents ap-
pealed against the dismantling
of the mausoleum, saying its
dElfgﬁﬂ]liﬂﬂ went against both
Jewish Jaw and human rights.

Jewish law prohibits the
desecration of burial sites,
while the lIsraeli parliament
passed legislation a year ago
outlawing the construction of
monuments to honor terrorists.

Meanwhile the court said if
would postpone for six mon
any decision on whether to
molish or relacate Goldstein's
grave itself.

Turkish Cypriot
leader agrees to
proximity talks

in December

NICOSIA. Nov 14: Turkish
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash
said today he had agreed to at-
tend UN-sponsored proximity
talks on the future of the di-
vided island in New York in the
first week of December, reports
AFP.

Denktash told Turkish
Cypriot BRT television that UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
telephoned him and Greek
Cypriot President Glafcos
Clerides on Saturday to extend
the invitations.

Denktash said he welcomed
the invitation.

His spokesman, Ugur
Karagoz, told AFP they did not
know how Clerides, who is at-
tending the Commonwealth
summit in South Africa. had
responded.

But the Greek Cypriots are
unlikely to be impressed, par-
ticularly as Denktash is still
holding out for international
recognition of the "state" he
governs.

The Clerides government
wants talks without precondi-
tions on the future of Cyprus,
divided into a -Turkish north
and a Greek south since 1974,
when Turkey invaded and oc-
cupied the northern third of the
island in response to an
Athens-engineered military
coup in Nicosia aiming to join
Cyprus with Greece.

Denktash and Turkey say
no face-to-face talks can take
place unless the breakaway
Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC) is acknowledged.

Only the Greek riot
state is internationally recog-
nised and international efforts
to reunify the island have failed

1 so {ar.

One lﬁﬂed
Sri Lanka opposition leader
escapes assassination bid

COLOMBO, Nov 14:

Sri Lanka's main opposition
presidential candidate Ranil
Wickremesinghe Sunday es-
caped assassination, but a by-
stander was killed and 43 oth-
ers were wounded in the
abortive bomb attack, police
said, reports AFP.

Opposition leader
Wickremesinghe had just left a
stage at the town of Eppawela,
180 Kilometres north of here,
when the bomb went off,
wounding dozens of bystander,
including several policemen.

‘This is a narrow escape, |
i”?d ilFt‘]i;:kﬁd." Wickremesinghe
0 5 alter the L.
“The bomb ﬂ{&; thrnwtg atiiﬁle
crowd. [ would have been speak-

ing at the time if not for my ad-

vancing the speech because of
another engagement.”

Police said an inquiry was
underway into the bomb attack

on the United National Party
(UNP] meeting of Wick:
remesinghe who is the main
challenger to President Chan-

i -

drika Kumaratunga in the De-
cember 21 election.

The bomb attack was the
first violent incident at a cam-
paign meeting since snap elec-
tions were announced last
month.

A 17-year-old boy who was
injured in the attack died in

hospital, tors said addin
4l

that 43 victims ha
been admitfed to two hospitals
in the region.

Doctors said 15 e were

in a critical condition. Among
them was a police sub inspector
who was providing security to
Wickremesinghe.
. Rificials said those
wounded in Sunday’s bomb at-
tack had been sent to the main
Anuradhapura hospital as they
were in a critical condition.
The previous UNP presi-
dential candidate, Gamini Dis-
sanayake, who challenged Ku-
maratunﬁa in the 1994 presi-
dential election was assassi-
nated in a bomb attack that was
blamed on the separatist Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

Sonia’s political identity

‘Forei

er’igsue in Indig still

valid: federal minister

NEW DELHI, Nov 14: An In-
dian federal minister said on
Sunday the question of a person
of foreign origin being elected to
top offices in the country was
still wvalid despite election
rhetoric, reports AFP,

"When the country cannot
have a person of foreign origin
as the army chief or chief jus-
tice, how can we accept any per-
son with foreign origin as
prime minister?” [nformation
and Broadoeéwing Minister
Arun Jaitley said.

Jaitley, in a direct reference
to Italian-born opposition
leader Sonia Gandhi, said In-
dia's September-October-elec-
tions gave a clear verdict on the
jssueiTh e

"Thou ent
(Sonia Gandhi) won m ?wn
constituencies, her leadershi
was rejected by the cletturatt?
who gave Congress a ]esser
number of seats,” Jaitely told
his Hindu nationalist sup-
pic;rters in southern Hyderabad
city.

Despite Sonia Gandhf's vic-
turﬁr. the Congress, in the latest
{m 8, rcnﬂ[i d its worst elec-
oral sho gsince inqlﬂpﬁn-
dence in 1947, b only 112
seats in the 545-member Hindu
nationalist party dominated
parliament.

"While some senior leaders
came out of Congress question-
ing the leadership, their views
were endorsed by the electorate
by rejecting that party and its

leader,” Jaitley was quoted as
saying by the Press Trust of In-

dia.

Primie Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's Hindu na.ionalist
BJP party emerged as the single
largest party in the current par-
liament and his coalition won
an absolute majority.

The government in its elec-
tion manifesto has promigsed to

hrin% in a law that would ban
eople of foreign origin from
Iding constitutional offices.

Senia Gandhi married into
the famous Nehru-Gandhi fam-'
ily in 1968. Shé became an In-
dian citizen in 1983, a year be-
fore her husband Rajiv became
primz minister.

19 killed in
Indian bus
accident

NEW DELHI, Nov 14: A bus
fell 20 feet (six meters) into a
canal in southern India today,
killing 19 passengers and injur-
in others, United News of
TP ia news agency said, reports

Police recovered all the bod-
ies. Most passengers suffered
head injuries, UNI said.

AL: Dialogue

From page 1

Vice-chancellor (VC) -of
Dhaka University A K Azad
Chowdhury, VC of National
University Aminul Islam, VC of
Ehlttagmw Universiéy Abdul

. VC of n Uni

M versity
M ul Islam, and president
of College

and %lﬂnera] secret
and University Teachers' Asso-
ciation M Akhtaruzzaman and
Mohmmad Shahjahan were
among those who attended the
meeting.

Amung the Awami league
leaders, Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Abdur Razzaq, Moham-

mad Selim, Mohammad Nasim,
Matia Chowdhury, Obaidul Ka-
der and Nurul Islam Nahid were
present.

Che Ll Star 11

‘Demands for referendum
in Aceh can’t be resisted’

JAKARTA. Nov 14: Rising
demands for a referendum on
self-determination in the
restive Indonesian province of
Aceh can no longer be resisted.
national assembly speaker
Amien Rais said a to a
report today, says AFP.

‘1 have heard from all circles
in Aceh. the truth is all compo-
nents cf the people here have
agreed on the referendum for
independence,” Rais was quoted
as saying by the official Antara
news agency.

"As chairman of the MPR
(the People’'s Consultative As-
scmhlly} I have stated my ap-
proval (for a rcfercndumi" lge
said on Saturday.

The MPR is the country's
highest lawmaking body.

Rais, who was visiting the
resource-rich province, said
demands for an East Timor-
style vote had been a "political
decision” by the Acehnese but it
should not be organised hastily
lest the outcome be "counter
productive.”

The people of the province
on the northern tip of Sumatra
island had also yet to come up
with a figure to lead an inde-
pendent Aceh.

The Acehnese should ap-
proach the ind dence option
with a sound mental outlook,
organisation and, social cohe-
sion. he said.

"Don't let the noble ideal for
a referendum fall foul of a e
reality,” he said, adding he
ho Aceh would not turn into
another East Timor.

Pro-Indonesian East Timo-
rese militia went on a bloody
rampage after the people in the
former Portuguese colony voted
t:l~.n\=:r'.|'.lfl'u:]mir&g}l&,r for indepen-
dence in an -organised bal-
lot on August 30,

Indonesia officially let East
Timor go last month.

Aceh, a staunchly Muslim
region of some four million
people, has been wracked by vi-

olence involviag soldiers, civil-
ians. and separatist rebels in
the past months.

Indonesian soldiers have
been accused of widespread hu-
man rights violations during a
:iccade ol harsh anti-rebel -

ary operations in the pro
that ended last year. pROice

The violence continued after

t:ihnl?:] apcra}imﬁs ended, and some

people have been ki
At::gtl:lnce May. _—

sentment t Jakarta
and the military has been fur-
ther fuelled by dissatisfaction
over the draining of Aceh’s rich
natural resources.

The discontent has led to the
ﬁs&ng calls for a referendum
and some one million le
held a massive rally E‘lm tFl’n':
Acehnese capital of Banda Aceh
last week to press for an self-de-
termination ballot.

Rains leaves
40 dead in

Honduras

TEGUCIGALPA, Nov 14:
Sweeping rains have left some
40 people dead in Honduras
over the past month, relief offi-
cials said yesterday, reports

AFP,

Most recently, two le
were reported drowned I;‘er? ay
along the country's Caribbean
coast, where some 7,000 people
have been evacuated due to dan-
gerously flooded rivers, offi-
cials said.

Heavy rains began lashin
the country Septem 16 an
have forced the evacuation of
some 30,000 people across the
country,

Government officials said
some evacuees have been able to
l'ElUI':nd E:r tflllﬁir homes but
warned that flooding persists in
wide swaths of the mfn . B8-

pecially along the Caribbean
coast.
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AMA International University—Bangladesh (AIUB) in

collaboration with the Bangladesh Red Crescent Snciety
organised a voiuntary blood donation »ragrammc ;na-
terday as part of ihe Fifth Nationa! ‘zlvntary Rlocs
Donation and Posthumous Eye Donation D~ 7=

-

function held at the university students' community jiazec
was attended by Ms Carmen Z Lamagna. Vice-chancellor
of AIUB as chief guest. Hasanul A Hasen, Director, HRD

and Admin, Prof

r Tafazzal Hossain, Prc-vice Chancelln:

Prof Dr Anwar Hossain, Advisor, Coordinator and Dean
School of Business, among others, §arp present on the

occasion.

.
e

Two women devotees lie on the street as they pray to the

sun god as their family members receive the women's
blessing during "chhat puja", a popular Hindu religious
festival in North India yesterday. Chhat puja involves the
worship of sun, when thousands of devotees take a holy dip
in the River Ganges as they pray to the setting Sun.

—AFP photo

Directive tec RO

From page 1
tive measures against govern-
ment officials misusing power
during polls.

Clause 86 of the Order says:
A person in the service of
Bangladesh is guilty of an of-
fence punishable with impris-
onment for a term which ma
extend to five years and sha
not be less than one year, and
also with fine, if he misuses his
official position in a manner

*calculated to influence the re-
sult of the election,”

However, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Tangail Mollah
Wahiduzzaman, who is Return-
ing Officer for the by-polls, ad-
mitted that he had already re-
ceived the EC directive. "But I
am yet to find them out teday. |
happened to meet them-in the
constituency on Friday,” the RO
s?lid when Ecr?:lnlacted over tele-

one yesterday evening.

? M:ay:ih“:-}r Abdul Kader
Siddique, Bir Uttam, a major
contender in the by- election,
filed a writ petition with the
High Court yesterday, praying
for a rule and an interim order
directing Dr Malek and the
three officials to ‘refrain from
misusing their official si-
tion' in the by-election. Dr Ka-
g}ﬂl Hossain appeared for Sid-

ique.

unlIuwing the petition, a
Division Bench comprisin
Justice Mainur Reza Chowd-

Mongla port

From page 1
hand, brought the same charge
against the casual workers
terming some of their demands
as 'quite una table.’

About 28 ships were waiting
for loading and unloading. The
strike is destroying national
economy, said the USers.

UNB adds: Khulna Chamber
of Commerce and Industries
president SM Nazrul Islam
called upon the Port Authorit

-to restore normal activities ful-
filling the just demands of the
workers and employees.

hury and.Justice M A Aziz is-
sued a rule nisi calling upon Lhe
Chief Eleclion Commissione:
to show cause as to why he shall
not be directed to take

action to protect the process gi
free and fair election by with-
drawing Malek and the three
other officials.

The CEC informed the court,
through the office of the Attor-
ney General, that he had al-
ready issued directive to the RO
to take steps to withdraw from
the constituency the three offi-
Eials attached with the PM’'s Of-

ce.

As regards the PM's political
adviser, the CEC informed the
court that he was ‘not inclined’
to issue such a notice to Dr
Malek ‘since it is not clear
whether such a directive could
be issued in view of his status as
a minister’.

Arsenic survey
continues 1n
six thanas

Emergency su in six ar-
senic affected thanas of the

country are going on in full
swing. an official ﬁandout said

yesterday, reports BSS.

The survey is being con-
ducted as a part of safe
drinking water in 1000 vi

Sadar, Bhera-
mara, Ishurdi, Ujirpur, H?i-
er

of Gopalgan
anj and Golapganj un

angladesh Arsenic Mitigation
Project (BAMP).
rime Minister Sheikh

Hasina inaugurated the three-
month long emergency pro-
gramme at Gopalganj sadar
thana on October 2 organised
under the BAMP.

Under the survey ev:B'
tubewells of the villages wo
be examined with the level of
arsenic contamination and
awareness would be created

against the chemical contami-
nation.



